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From  M*!  Randolph.  Answer  to  the  Boston 

Declaration.^ 

[In  Randolph’s  handwriting.] 

State  Papers.  Board  of  Trade ^ New  England,  Vol.  5.  p.  276.  1689. 

S!  Tho’  before  the  Receite  of  y?  I had  a very  full  & per- 
fe6l  account  of  y®  late  revolutions  at  Boffon  & had  feen  & 
perufed  y®  Declaration  fett  forth  in  y®  Name  of  y®  Gent, 
mercts.  & Inhabitants  of  Bofton  & y®  Country  adjacent,  I 
could  not  forbeare,  when  you  lett  the  whole  ftrefle  & notice 
of  that  violent  proceedings  on  y®  Grounds  & Reafons  there 
in  Containd ; Serioufly  & Confiderately  to  review  y®.  fame : 
to  find  if  any  true  Reafon  there  were  for  a Rebellion,  for  fo 
(not  to  flatter  our  felues)  in  truth  the  aftions  mufl;  be 
termed;  & indeed  vpon  y®  mofl  ftridl  examination  I can 
make  there,  find  nothing  that  either  by  y®  Law  of  God  or 

man 

1 On  the  front  fhcet  is  written  : juftifye  us  then  if  I fliould  trouble  tlieir 

“The  printing  of  this  paper  will  more  Lordfpf  with  many  letters.  E.  R.” 
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Edward  Randol;ph. 

man  can  juftify  the  fame,  nor  any  benefitt  or  advantage 
propofed  or  gained  to  the  Country  thereby. 

For  tho’  it  be  true,  That  about  1 1 yeares  ago  there  was  a 
moft  damnable  & horrid  Popifh  plott  difcouered  in  Eng^l 
And  that  many  of  y®  Principall  adtors  therein  were  brought 
to  condign  Punifhment,  what  reafon  can  it  bee.  That  that 
Plott  at  this  tyme  fliould  affeft,  frighten  or  amafe  vs,  when 
the  Same  in  all  the  late  tranfadlions  in  Eng^  euen  fince  the 
happy  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orang  is  not  fo  much  as 
inftanced,  or  repeated,  and  fince  fo  effedtuall  a Courfe  is 
taken  by  him  with  y®  Nobility  & Gentry  of  y®  Kingdome  to 
fecure  both  our  Religion  & liberty  from  Popery  & Slavery. 
Methinks  wee  fhould  rather  haue  refted  fatisfied  therein 
prayd  Gods  bleffing  vpon  fo  generous  an  vndertaking  & 
haue  thought  our  felues  fufficiently  fafe  & fecure  thereby 
being  well  affured  that  amongft  vs,  there  is  none  fo  intoxi- 
cated with  that  Bygotry  as  to  be  able  to  do  vs  harm. 

And  ’tis  as  flrange  an  impofition  to  make  vs  belieue  That 
the  vacating  of  Our  Charter  was  any  effedl  of  that  plott, 
when  the  fame  was  fully  difcouered  and  defeated  in  Anno 
1678  & the  proceedings  & Judgment  [of]  our  Charter  was 
in  Ann  i 684.  & if  wee  do  but  refledl  & looke  back  on  our 
paft  adlion,  wee  muft  with  Shame  acknowledge  & Confeffe 
That  Our  Maleverfation  & abufe  of  Our  libertyes  & prive- 
leges  granted  vs  hath  juftly  deferued  the  fame,  &why  at  this 
tyme  & diftance  you  fhould  take  vpon  you  to  calumniate  the 
proceedings  at  Weflminfter  Hall,  and  by  that  meanes  quef- 
tion  y®  luflice  of  the  Nation  vpon  which  wee  do  & muft 
certainly  wholy  depend  & bring  that  as  an  Argument  for  y' 
Juftification,  is  to  me  moft  vnreafonable. 
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I haue  been  an  eye  & an  eare  witnes  to  y®  Commiffion 
vnder  y®  Great  Seal  of  Eng'!  which  appointed  & \^Jic\ 
Prelid!  & Councill  to  take  vpon  them  the  Gom!  of  thofe 
Countryes  which  was  an  Authority  equall  to  y®  former  & was 
admitted  & fubmitted  to  by  y®  whole  Authority  of  this  Gom! 
when  alTembled  together. 

And  for  my  part  I & many  others  of  my  Neighbors  of  y® 
Country  found  or  faw  no  fault  there  in ; Only  that  thereby 
y®  Reprefentatiues  of  y®  Poeple  were  not  diredled  to  be  Con- 
fulted  about  railing  Taxes  or  making  Lawes.  That  wee 
vnderflood  was  vfuall  in  moft  other  of  the  plantations,  but 
wee  not  being  fhates  men  enough  fully  to  inform  our  felues 
in  y®  Reafons  thereof,  & Quereing  Our  duty,  both  by  y® 
Law  of  God  & man,  was  to  yeild  due  Obedience  to  all  putt 
in  Authority  ouer  vs  with  out  any  further  Enquiry,  as  your 
felues  Submitted  thereto,  not  being  fitt  to  Cavell  at  y®  form 
or  manner  of  obtaining  thereof  (which  tho’  I haue  a great 
Honour  & efteem  for  y®  learning,  knowledge  & good  parts 
of  many  Gent,  with  you)  I beleiue  but  very  few  are  ac- 
quainted with,  & why  another  Commiffion  might  not  be 
granted  by  y®  fame  Authority  to  another  perfon  & he  expe6l 
the  like  obedience,  I cannot  fee  any  Reafon, 

Againll  y®  perfon  of  Sr  Edm*?  Andros  Kn!  & Cap!  Geif!  & 
Gou!  neither  my  felfe  nor  any  of  my  Neighbors  in  y® 
Country  (fo  far  as  I haue  converfed  or  been  acquainted  with 
them)  can  lay  any  Jult  Complaints  or  imputations,  nor  can 
wee  fee  or  difcern,  but  in  the  Adminillration  of  his  Gom^ 
tho’  it  could  not  bee  expe6led  that  a poeple  who  gaue  them- 
felues  fuch  irregular  liberty  in  trade  (as  many  amongfl  vs 
did)  ffiould  vpon  fuch  a change  & alteration  light  with  fome 

inconveniencyes 
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inconveniencyes  & Ioffes:  where  in  the  law  being  agt  vs  wee 
fliould  better. haue  born  with,  then  vnreafonably  refented, 
Confiderino:  that  Obedience  is  better  than  Sacrifice. 

As  in  all  Goverm^f  & Comunityes  of  mankind  there  are 
Good  & ill  men,  & perhaps  fiich  might  bee  in  Office  here, 
who  would  not  bee  Contented  with  their  allowed  fees,  & 
perhaps  in  that  perticuler  of  Wills  (which  if  it  bee  fo)  my 
Country  Confcience  will  not  admitt  That  y*  is  a fufficient 
Ground  or  reafon  for  a greater  . . . But  that  whoeuer  is 
greived  in  fuch  a nature  ought  by  due  Courfe  of  Law 
to  feeke  redreffe,  & none  are  more  fevere  to  punifh  fuch 
Offenders  then  the  Lawes  of  our  Native  Country,  I meane 
the  land  of  our  fore  fathers  which  haue  been  adminiflred 
to  vs. 

My  neernes  to  y®  men  of  Ipfwich  haue  made  me  in  a 
great  meafure  acquainted  w‘^  the  Trouble  & diffurbance 
fome  there  & in  other  parts  lately  gaue  to  y®  Gom!  But 
who  they  or  thofe  of  Plymouth  haue  been  proceeded  ag!,  I 
am  not  fo  well  acquainted  with,  as  the  Records  may  fliew 
forth,  which  if  in  a legall  & Judiciall  manner  (as  I haue 
heard  they  were)  I am  fine  all  concernd  ought  to  be  fatisfied, 
& Concluded  thereby;  or  in  like  legall  manner  feek  for 
redreffe  to  fuperior  Authority. 

Tho’  fome  vnadvifed  expreffions  are  charged  in  the  De- 
claration to  be  faid  both  at  Counciil  & at  Court  which  are 
deemed  & poffibly  may  bee  very  difficult  to  proue,  yet  if 
they  were  fo,  it  is  not  (as  I conceiue)  the  inconfiderate  fay- 
ings  of  men,  but  their  adions  that  wee  mufi:  Judge  y®  men 
b}^:  nor  ought  a whole  Goml  to  be  contemnd,  or  flighted 
for  one  of  [or]  two  fuch,  fmce  amongft  the  beft  of  men, 

there 
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there  are  failings  & in  fome  more  then  in  others.  Noe  loofe 
& generall  Refledions  on  Goverml  or  perticuler  perfons 
amongft  fober  & Judicious  men  affedl  any  other,  then  to 
fhew  y®  vnworthines  of  the  writers. 

I haue  often  heard  & fometymes  at  leifure  houres  turning 
ouer  the  flatute  booke  haue  feen  an  A6t  of  Parlm!  by  which 
a writt  of  Habeas  Corpus  is  grantable  for  the  liberty  & eafe 
of  the  fubjeft  to  prevent  his  being  imprifoned  without  a 
Caufe  & that  there  is  a penalty  of  50oMnflicl;ed  on  any  Judge 
or  Juflice  that  fhall  denye  the  fame  for  which  y®  party 
greived  hath  his  adlion  at  law,  fo  that  any  refufed  that  writt 
might  haue  proceeded  accordingly:  & wee  muft  not  fuppofe 
That  or  any  other  defedl  in  publick  Minifters  or  perticuler 
perfons,  where  the  law  giues  fufficient  Remedy  to  be  a fuffi- 
cient  Argument  for  thofe  proceedings. 

I cannot  but  take  notice  of  words  fo  angrily  & improperly 
putt  together  where  in  the  declaration  it  is  faid  without  a 
verdidl  yea  without  a Jury  fometymes  haue  poeple  been 
fined  mofl  vnrighteoufly ; whereas  in  truth  there  is  nothing 
more  juft  or  pradlicable  in  y®  law,  then  for  partyes  by  demurr 
or  other  fpeciall  pleading  to  bring  their  caufes  to  iffue  in 
Law,  & y®  Judges  to  giue  judgment  thereon  accordingly  as 
I haue  been  informd;  & by  reading  the  bookes  of  Law  haue 
fatisfied  myfelfe,  but  I haue  neuer  ]^Jic\  any  Committed 
without  Caufe  fliown.  I am  loath  to  take  vpon  my  felfe  to 
bee  a Cafuift  fufficient  to  determine  the  matter  of  Con- 
fcience  about  y®  mode  of  Swearing,  the  Cavill  about  w*".^ 
has  giuen  no  Small  trouble  & hindrance  to  our  Civill  & 
Judiciall  proceedings.  Since  my  remembrance  vnder  y® 
former  Com!  the  mode  was  by  holding  vp  y®  hand  w^"^  was  not 

enjoind 
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enjoind  as  I euer  could  find  by  any  law,  but  introduced  & 
Continued  by  pradlice,  & no  other  method  as  euer  I could 
heare  of  admitted  fince  y®  Chang  of  y®  Gom!  we  coming 
vnder  y®  lawes  of  England,  by  which  y®  mode  of  Swearing  is 
much  different,  that  by  a far  longer  Cuftome  & vfage  re- 
quiring y®  Partyes  fwearing  to  touch  fome  part  of  y®  holy 
Bible  or  word  of  God,  which  I take  to  bee  y®  onely  legall 
Oathe  or  mode  of  Swearing,  vnleffe  another  mode  were  by 
law  appointed,  which  would  be  equally  alike  to  me,  if  it  had 
the  fame  effedt  in  the  Law  to  inforce  the  difcovery  of  the 
truth,  or  prevent  or  punifli  perjury,  & therefore  hauing  fo 
much  Law  & Reafon  for  y®  Requiring  thereof,  the  Same 
cannot  be  fo  great  a Greivance  if  any.  Before  y®  change  of 
Gom!  by  Some  ingenuous  men  better  fkilled  in  y®  titles  of 
land  & manner  of  Conveyancing  then  my  felfe,  I haue  often 
heard  vpon  difcourfe  with  them.  That  there  were  mifiakes  & 
omiffions  in  y®  paffing  & Granting  of  Lands,  as  well  to  town- 
fliipps  as  to  perticuler  perfons,  for  want  of  attending  & ob- 
feruing  the  order  & method  dire6ted  in  our  former  Charter 
for  that  purpofe,  and  vpon  Enquiry  into  y®  fame,  I am  forcd 
both  by  Law  & Reafon  to  be  Concluded  thereby,  & to 
efteem  the  power  Given  by  his  Ma^i®  to  Confirm  our  eftates 
and  mend  thofe  defefts  to  be  an  A6l  of  his  efpeciall  Grace 
& favour  to  vs,  but  I would  be  glad  the  fame  might  be  pro- 
cured on  fo  eafye  termes,  as  might  not  bee  burthenfome  to  y® 
Inhabitants,  & that  Townfhipps  might  paffe  in  our  Gen'! 
Patent,  as  I am  informd  has  been  pradliced  amongfl:  our 
Neighbors  weftward  ; & haue  been  told  by  fome  in  place 
might  be  here  if  defired,  which  I fuppofe  will  giue  greate  eafe 
& fatisfacffion,  & therefore  (as  y®  old  faying  is)  I would  not 
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haue  my  Country  men  fpoile  a fheep  for  a halfe  penny 
worth  of  Tarr,  nor  build  too  much  vpon  what  will  faile  them 
at  laft,  & by  being  ouer  fond  of  their  miftaken  Notions  make 
them  withffand  y®  Good  offred  & run  themfelues  & Country 
into  further  inconveniencyes  & troubles.  I haue  not  been 
a little  concernd,  at  the  trouble  that  hath  been  given  vs  by 
y®  Indians  infurredlion  to  y®  Eaftward,  & that  fo  many  of 
Our  Neighbors  & freinds  haue  been  drawn  to  that  Service, 
& belieue  it  a Calamity  which  Our  Sins  haue  brought  vpon 
vs.  My  remotenes  from  thofe  parts  hath  not  giuen  me  y® 
oppertunity  to  know  the  perticulers  of  its  beginning,  but  as 
farr  as  I haue  heard  what  occafioned  it,  it  fell  out  when  his 
Exceli  was  at  y®  Southward,  & fome  forces  were  fent  out  of 
Boflon  into  y®  Eaftern  parts  before  his  return,  & I cannot 
perceiue  any  pleafure  or  profitt  that  could  invite  his  Excel! 
to  expofe  his  perfon  for  our  Countrymen  to  y®  hardfliips  & 
dangers  of  that  fervice,  but  onely  the  tender  care  & regard 
he  had  to  Our  Safety  & honour  of  Our  Nation,  both  which 
by  his  prudent  condudt  haue  been  hitherto  Kept  & preferved, 
& ought  rather  to  be  an  argument  for  our  Standing  firm  & 
vniting  together  in  y®  bond  of  Peace,  then  when  the  heathen 
are  raging  ag!  vs,  wee  fhould  raife  Jeloufyes  & divifions 
amongfl  our  felues. 

If  wee  had  had  the  due  regard  to  Our  felues  & Country 
and  that  true  value  for  y!  Noble  vndertakings  of  y®  Prince  of 
Orange  as  wee  ought  we  fliould  haue  refted  fatisfied  with 
Our  Condition,  & not  haue  anticipated  that  with  force  & 
violence,  which  with  mildnes  & Juftice  might  haue  been 
foon  given  vs,  euen  all  the  libertyes  wee  can  hope  for  as 
Engliflimen ; for  we  fhould  not  thinke  that  when  God  is 
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working  Generali  deliverances  for  his  poeple,  wee  fliould 
haue  been  excluded,  & his  own  way  & tyme  is  certainly  the 
beft,  which  ought  & mufl  be  attended ; befides  wee  mud 
confider,  that  wee  haue  no  power  or  Authority  of  Goml 
vertually  in  vs,  but  being  part  of  the  Realm  & dominion  of 
England  &vnder  y®  Allegiance  of  that  Crown,  mud  as  our 
fore  fathers  did  before  vs  deriue  all  our  power  &:  Authority 
from  thence. 

I would  not  haue  my  Country  men  boad  themfelues  too 
much  on  their  own  Strength  nor  value  themfelues  too  much 
on  y®  Succeffe  of  y®  lad  addon,  where  podibly  the  prudence 
of  thofe  in  place  was  not  the  lead  meanes  of  preventing 
bloud  died,  who  rather  Chufing  to  Stand  & Judifye  their 
Adlion,  then  bafely  run  away  and  forfake  their  Trud,  ought 
by  all  good  men  to  be  more  edeemed  & regarded,  and  Juf- 
tice  and  not  Anger  ought  to  take  place.  I am  fo  far  from 
thinking  of  an  Eledtion,  & fo  are  many  of  my  Neighbors, 
that  I thinke  it  equally  as  dangerous  & vnwarrantable,  to 
take  vp  Our  Old  Gom!  according  to  Our  Charter,  as  to  fet 
vp  a New;  Since  ’tis  admitted  That  Our  Charter  by  Judgm^ 
of  Law  was  Condemnd,  and  Our  Libertyes  feized  into  y® 
Kings  hands,  who  hath  dnce  fetled  another  Goml  ouer  vs. 
How  euer  erronious  the  proceedings  were,  in  the  obtaining 
thereof,  yet  I am  Certainely  informd  it  remaines  Good  vntill 
reverf ’d,  & I find  by  y.®  printed  papers,  that  lately  came  from 
Engl  that  there  was  no  way  to  redore  the  privileges  to  Cor- 
porations in  Engl  ag!  which  Judgml  was  Entred,  but  by 
Granting  New  Charters  to  them  which  y®  King  ordred 
to  be  prepared  & paded  without  fee ; & I hope  all  our 
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Countrymen,  when  they  Confider  it,  will  be  of  the  Same 
minde. 

What  moued  my  Country  men  fo  haflily  & violently  I 
cannot  yet  learn,  & doubt  much  if  euer  I fhall  find  a true 
reafon  for  it,  but  think  it  was  very  well  that  fo  many  pru- 
dent & able  men  did  interpofe  to  prevent  the  worfer  effefls 
of  a Giddy  & enraged  multitude,  who  for  that  adlion  may  be 
termed  the  Saviours  of  their  Country  & their  own  honour, 
if  their  future  adtions  be  agreeable  to  their  then  vndertak- 
ing : & therefore  that  wee  may  rather  fee  of  our  own  faults 
& miflakes  then  haue  them  told  vs  by  others,  & by  that 
meanes  faue  our  Country  from  any  blott  or  imputation  & 
our  perfons  & eflates  from  y®  Cenfure  of  y®  Law,  lett  vs 
Serioufly  thinke  & Confider,  in  whofe  hands  the  Care  & 
Gom‘  of  this  poeple  is  lawfully  placed,  & the  Authority  wee 
haue  to  remoue  & difplace  them  & fett  vp  others  in  their 
fled;  & when  thefe  things  plainely  appeare  to  vs,  let  vs  with 
that  Duty  & obedience  which  wee  ought,  addreffe  & fubmitt 
ourfelues  to  thofe  which  haue  Authority  ouer  vs,  that  wee 
may  be  alwayes  found  Doing  our  dutyes,  not  doubting  but 
from  them  (as  heitherto)  wee  may  haue  fecurity  & protedfion 
according  to  law  & the  full  benefitt  & enjoyment  of  all 
orders  & privileges,  as  are  all  dayly  expeded  from  England, 
by  which  alone  wee  mufl  be  direded. 

And  that  this  my  humble  Advife  may  take  place  in  the 
minds  of  all  my  Neighbors  & Country  men,  produce  a free 
& Generali  pardon  & indulgence  for  all  miftakes  pafl,  is  the 
hearty  defire  & prayer  of  him  who  intirely  wifhes  the  peace 
happines  & profperity  of  our  Sion,  & that  God  in  loue  may 
dwell  and  abide  with  vs.  You  may  Communicate  thefe 
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thoughts  to  whom  you  pleafe,  & if  you  thinke  convenient 
lett  them  haue  the  fauour  of  the  prefle. 

I am  Sf 

your  very  affe6lionate  freind  & feru! 

C:  D: 


\E7idorfed^  1689 

Anfwer  to  y®  Bolton 
Declaration. 


Considerations  Humbly  Offered  to  the  Parliament 

fhewing 

That  thofe  Charters  relating  to  the  Plantations  were  taken 
away,  upon  quite  different  Reafons  from  thofe  in  Eng- 
land, thefe  Charters  being  Seized  for  the  abufe  of  their 
Power,  in  deftroying  not  only  the  Woollen  and  other 
Manufa6lures,  but  alfo  the  very  Laws  and  Navigation  of 
England,  and  making  themfelves  as  it  were  Independant 
to  this  Crown. 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade,  New  England,  Vol.  5.  p.  247. 

[Printed  Jheetl\ 

All  His  Majeflies  Plantations  in  America,  have  been 
either  Difcovered,  or  Peopled  under  the  Encouragement  of 
Charters  from  the  Crown  of  England,  and  feveral  Great 
Powers  and  Priviledges  have  been  Granted  to  Proprietors, 
and  Corporations  with  reftriftions,  neverthelefs  that  they 
fhould  depend  on  the  Crown,  and  as  they  have  their  Protec- 
tions from  thence,  and  from  Old-England,  fo  it  was  always 
underftood  that  thofe  Priviledges,  and  efpecialy  the  Powers 
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of  Government  fhould  be  exercifed  fo  by  the  particular  Pro- 
prietors and  Corporations,  as  not  to  prejudice  the  Interelt 
of  England ; but  upon  all  occafions  procure  the  Benefit, 
and  be  created  by  the  Authority  refiding  in  England ; and 
as  often  as  the  Proprietors  and  Corporations,  have  A6led 
contrary  hereunto  their  Powers  have  been  Queftioned  and 
Set  afide.  So  the  Great  Charter  of  Virginia  in  the  Year 
1632.  was  voided,  and  the  Government  of  that  Colony  has 
ever  fince  refted  in  the  Crown,  so  the  Charter  and  Pro- 
priety of  the  Earl  of  Carlijle.,  which  made  him  abfolute 
Lord  of  the  Carribee  Iflands,  was  call’d  for  at  the  Council 
Board,  in  the  Year  1663.  and  there  furrendred.  So  the 
Charters  for  the  Newfound-Land  in  divers  Reigns,  as  they 
became  prejudicial  to  the  Fifhery,  which  is  of  fo  great  im- 
portance to  England  were  fet  afide.  So  were  many  other 
Charters  annulled  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firfl:, 
and  King  Charles  the  Second,  Vacated  by  Quo  Warranto' s^ 
or  otherwife  it  being  not  thought  reafonable,  that  while  they 
enjoyed  all  other  advantages  equally  with  their  Native  Coun- 
try of  England.,  they  fliould  abufe  the  Priviledges  Granted 
them  by  Exporting  Wool  and  other  materials  for  Manufac- 
ture, befides  Tobacco  and  Sugar,  &c.  to  France,  Hamburg, 
Holla7id  and  other  places  in  Europe,  and  Importing  back 
from  thofe  places  not  only  Linnen,  but  Woollen,  and  all 
other  Manufadlures  (which  fliould  be  of  the  Englifli  growth) 
Cuflom  free,  and  this  not  only  for  their  own  Confumption, 
but  alfo  fupplying  therewith  mofl:  parts  of  the  World  partic- 
ularly the  Englifli  Plantations,  which  according  to  the  Aft 
of  Navagation  ought  to  be  fupplyed  from  Old  England,  after 
Cufloms  paid  in  and  out,  whereby  they  were  inabled  to 
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bring  thofe  Goods  50  1.  per  Cent,  Cheaper  to  their  Market 
there,  than  our  Merchants  could,  which  Trade  incouraged 
their  Building  fome  Hundreds  of  Ships  which  were  im- 
ployed  in  thofe  illegall  Trades,  to  the  ruin  of  the  Englifh 
Navagation,  and  tho  their  Ships  built  there,  by  our  Law 
were  as  Free  as  thefe  built  here  in  England.,  yet  not  above 
Ten  of  them  all  do  yearly  come  diredlly  for  England^  but 
were  imployed  fo  indiredlly  as  aforefaid. 

For  thefe  and  many  fuch  like  weighty  confiderations,  and 
other  pradlices  inconfiftent  with  the  Interefl  and  Govern- 
ment of  Englajid,  in  the  lafl  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  II.  the  Charter  of  the  Colony  of  the  Majfachu- 
fels  Bay  was  vacated  upon  a Scire  Facias,  Proof  having 
been  plainly  made,  as  it  may  be  again  when  it  fhall  be 
neceffary,  of  their  affuming  the  Regal  Power  of  Coyning 
many  and  different  fpecies  of  Silver,  giving  a bafer  Allay, 
than  is  pradliced  in  England ; Their  making  Laws  and 
puting  them  in  Execution  for  impofing  Taxes  upon  the 
Shipping  and  Manufadlure  of  England  coming  into  their 
Ports,  difcouraging  as  much  as  in  them  lay  the  Trade  of  the 
Englifli,  thereby  to  render  the  Shipping  of  their  own  Built 
the  more  Valuable,  and  reftraining  and  difcountenancing 
the  Execution  of  the  Adts  of  Parliament  by  their  Printed 
c«/.  14&  caz-as.  Laws.  Their  Impofing  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to 
their  Common-wealth  as  their  Law  Book  terms  it. 

Their  Incroaching  upon  the  Neighbouring  Colonies 
poffefling  themfelves  in  a Hoffile  manner  of  the  Propriety  of 
others  not  Subjedl  to  their  Government,  and  upon  Com- 
plaints, Petitions,  and  Orders  at  the  Council-Board,  giving 
no  Redrefs,  but  even  Affronting  and  contemning  the  Au- 
thority 
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thority  of  the  Commiffioners  appointed  by  King  Charles  the 
Second  to  determine  the  Appeals  of  others  against  the  In- 
vafions  of  that  Colony.  Their  making  Laws  againfl  all 
other  Opinions  in  Religion  except  that  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Churches,  and  more  efpecially  againft  that  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

Their  Treating  ill  the  Captains  of  the  Kings  Ships  in 
time  of  War,  for  defiring  permiffion  to  recruit  themfelves 
with  Men  and  Vi6luals,  in  Order  to  purfue  the  Kings  Ser- 
vice in  the  Protedlion  of  his  Subjedts  in  thofe  Parts,  par- 
ticularly thofe  belonging  to  the  Fifliery. 

Their  entertaining  Pirats,  and  Encouraging  them  to 
come  and  Viftual  there. 

In  the  mean  time  they  remain  Free  from  all  Taxes  and 
Impofitions,  which  now,  or  at  any  other  time  are  laid  upon 
Engla7id,  without  contributing  in  any  manner  to  the  Aid  of 
the  Crown,  or  even  to  their  own  Protedlion  or  fupport. 

The  People  of  New-England  in  General  are  better  fatis- 
fied  with  the  prefent  Government,  there  being  only  fome 
Men  in  former  Authority,  that  defire  the  refloring  the  Char- 
ter ; And  if  they  fhall  be  at  Liberty  again  to  Exercife  their 
Unlimited  and  Arbitrary  Power,  they  will  draw  the  Inhab- 
itants, and  efpecially  the  Labouring  and  Manufafturing  Peo- 
ple of  England,  who  will  find  it  more  eafie  to  live  there,  than 
in  their  Native  Country;  and  as  the  fame  Manufadlures  are 
now  carried  on  there  that  are  fet  up  in  England,  fo  by  this 
farther  Encouragement,  as  they  will  not  depend  in  Govern- 
ment, fo  they  will  carry  on  a feparate  Trade  to  the  palpable 
Impoverifliment  of  England,  and  highly  prejudicial  as  well 
as  contrary  to  the  Laws  thereof. 
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The  Refloring  of  this  Charter  will  alfo  be  of  very  great 
Advantage  to  the  French^  who  Border  upon  New-England., 
and  will  daily  make  Incurfions  upon  them,  which  they  will 
be  the  better  enabled  to  do  by  fuch  a dif-union  of  this  and 
the  many  other  Colonies  of  New- England,  and  their  Inde- 
pendancy  upon  the  Government  of  Old  England. 

Nor  was  th Charter  firft  profecuted  in  the  Late  King’s 
Reign,  but  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  I.  tho’  no 
Judgment  was  Recorded,  the  Wars  preventing  till  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  II.  Neither  was  it  done  then  upon  the 
late  Meafures,  but  upon  other  important  Reafons  of  State, 
fome  of  which  are  above-mentioned. 

Upon  the  Diflblution  of  this  Charter,  the  Illegall  Trade, 
so  Notorioufly  carried  on  by  the  People  of  New- England, 
was  then  flopt,  which  when  they  found,  and  that  they  could 
not  Trade  but  upon  even  Terms  with  others  of  His  Majef- 
ties  Subjedls,  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New-England 
brought  over  feveral  Indications  of  Mines  of  Copper,  &c. 
which  they  had  difcovered  fome  Years  fince,  but  were  not 
arrived  to  Edate  enough  to  opperate  the  fame  themfelves, 
and  being  prevented  in  their  former  Trade  were  willing  to 
take  in  Partners  here  in  England,  with  whom  they  joyned 
in  a Petition  to  the  Late  King  James  to  be  Incorporated 
with  certain  Priviledges  and  Immunities,  the  better  to 
enable  them  to  go  on  with  the  Undertaking,  which  was  gra- 
cioufly  Received,  and  in  all  Probability  had  been  Accom- 
plifhed  before  now,  had  not  the  late  Revolution  hapned, 
feveral  of  His  Majefties  Subjedts  having  Subfcribed  a Fond 
of  near  looooo/.  for  carrying  on  the  Work,  and  have  al- 
ready expended  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  upon  Experi- 
ments, 
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merits,  and  to  obtain  a Charter  of  Incorporation.  But  fince 
the  Vote  paffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  Reflor- 
ing  of  Charters  and  Corporations  to  the  fame  State  and 
Condition  they  were  in  the  Year  1660.  The  New- England 
Men  hoping  thereby  to  be  Reftored  to  their  Old  Govern- 
ment, whereby  they  might  re-affume  their  former  Power, 
and  with  the  fame  Freedom  as  heretofore,  profecute  their 
former  Illegal  Trade.  They  have  withdrawn  themfelves 
from  any  further  Solicitation  for  the  Charter  for  Working 
the  Copper  Mines,  pretending  that  when  their  Old  Charter  is 
Reflored,  the  King  has  no  Immunities  to  Grant;  but  if  the 
Partners  will  go  on,  they  mufl  Petition  their  Government 
for  it ; propoling,  that  the  Company  (for  the  Management 
thereof,  which  was  intended,  to  refide  here,  and  would  have 
brought  in  a confiderable  Profit,  as  well  to  His  Majefty  in 
His  Revenue  as  to  the  whole  Nation)  fhould  refide  in  New- 
England,  and  that  all  the  Stock  fliould  be  at  their  Difpofal 
which  will  wholly  overthrow  the  Undertaking.  For  that 
fuch  as  having  Eftates  in  England  are  concerned  in  their 
Undertaking  will  never  agree,  that  their  Stock  fliall  be  tranf- 
ported  to  Parts  fo  far  remote,  and  under  a Government  fo 
Independant  upon  the  Crown  as  New- England  will  then  be. 
Whereas,  fhould  this  Undertaking  fucceed,  and  the  Mines 
prove  as  good,  as  by  the  many  Experiments  the  Under- 
takers have  made  of  them,  may  be  reafonably  expecfled,  that 
Plantation  would  more  enrich  this  Kingdome,  than  all  His 
Majefties  Dominions  befides. 

If  thefe  People  be  not  prevented  of  their  old  way  of  Trade, 
they  being  fo  Large  and  Fruitful  a Country  muft  neceffarily 
in  a fliort  time  deftroy  the  Trade  of  Ejigland,  by  improving 
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thofe  Manufaftures  which  the  chief  Trade  of  England  de- 
pends on,  and  they  do  in  fome  meafure  already  effedl  it; 
And  this  cannot  be  done  if  they  have  the  Government  in 
their  own  hands,  but  may  with  eafe  be  performed  by  the 
King’s  Superintendancy,  whofe  Officers  may  have  fuch  In- 
ftrudions,  as  ffiall  divert  them  from  all  prejudicial  Trade, 
and  incourage  fuch  as  may  redound,  as  well  to  theirs,  as  to 
the  advantage  of  Old-England,  and  nothing  can  be  thought 
of  comparable  to  their  Mines,  which  will  occafion  reciprocal 
returns,  and  ferve  them  as  a Staple  commodity  of  which 
they  have  now  none. 

Should  the  Charters  for  Plantations  be  reftored,  as  they 
were  in  the  Year  1660.  then  all  thofe  Grants  made  by  any 
of  the  Kings  Governours,  fince  fuch  Charters  were  feized 
would  revert  to  the  Old  Government,  and  many  Families 
ruined  thereby,  they  having  laid  out  their  Subftances  in  fub- 
duing  or  clearing  fuch  Traft  of  Grounds  as  the  Governours 
granted  them,  and  built  upon  them,  paying  only  fuch  a quit 
Rent  yearly  to  the  Crown. 

It  is  defined,  That  the  Charter  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  in 
New-England,  their  Law  Book,  and  the  Alts  of  Trade, 
a7id  Navigation  of  the  I4^^  ajid  25‘^  of  Kmg  Charles  the 
II,  be  read. 

Abstract  of  the  Proceedings  of  King  Charles  the 
First  against  the  Massachusetts. 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade,  New  England,  Vol.  5.  p.  334. 

Vpon  the  many  and  great  Complaints  made  to  King 
Charles  the  firft  by  divers  of  his  Subjedts  inhabiting  New 

England, 
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England,  of  the  violences  committed  by  the  Maflachufets, 
His  Commanded  the  Councill  of  Plimouth  to  give  him 
an  Account  what  people  they  were,  and  by  whofe  Authority 
there  Setled,  His  Ma'i®  fuppofmg  it  to  be  done  by  the  faid 
Councill,  which  the  faid  Councill  difclaiming  to  be  done  by 
any  aft  of  theirs,  and  his  Ma^*.®  finding  that  a Grant  had  been 
furreptitioufly  and  illegally  obtained  under  His  Great  Seale 
without  His  Ma?  knowledge.  His  faid  Ma‘^  caufed  a Quo  War- 
ranto to  be  brought  in  the  i Year  of  His  Reign,  againft  all 
the  Members  named  in  the  E Patent  of  4°  Caroli,  whereof 
the  Governor,  Deputy  Govl”  & major  part  appeared,  and 
difclaimed  the  faid  Charter,  the  refl  were  Outlawed,  and  al- 
though Mathew  Cradock  y®  GovT  did  Difclaime,  yet  his  Dif- 
claymer  was  not  allowed  of  And  Judgment  was  Given,  that 
the  Libertys  of  the  faid  Corporation  of  the  Maffachufets 
Bay,  fliould  be  Seized  into  the  King’s  hands,  and  the  Body 
of  Mathew  Cradock  to  be  taken  into  Cuflody  for  Ufurping 
fuch  Liberties. 

Whereby  it  is  prefumed  the  King  determined  His  own 
Grant  of  4°  Caroli.  Not  above  five  perfons  named  in  the 
Patent  of  4°  Caroli  ever  inhabited  in  New  England. 

An  Order  of  Councill  was  direfted  to  the  then  Attorney 
Generali  to  bring  in  the  Charter  to  the  Councill  Board  or 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Councill  of  Plantations,  and  is  verily 
fuppofed  was  accordingly  brought  in  and  Cancelled. 

The  Wars  immediately  enfuing  in  Scotland  and  England 
there  was  no  more  done,  only  Si;  Eerdinando  Gorges  was 
Confiituted  by  His  Ma^^  Generali  Governor  over  all  New 
England.  But  the  Rebellion  ftopt  his  going  over,  he  ferv- 
ing  His  Ma7  in  his  Warrs  in  England. 


VOL.  V.  — 3 


The 


1 8 Edward  Randolph. 

The  Maffachufetts  Governm!  have  Committed  thefe  Crimes 
and  affumed  Powers  not  Granted  in  their  Charter  of  4° 
Caroli. 

1.  They  have  Eredled  a publick  Mint  in  Bofton  and 
Coined  mony  with  their  own  Imprefs. 

2.  Have  put  his  Mai®  Subjects  to  death  for  matters  in 
Religion,  and  otherwife. 

3.  Made  Lawes  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the  Lawes  of 
England. 

4.  Invaded  the  Neighbouring  Colonies,  and  by  fforce  of 
Armes  Subjedled  them  to  their  Government. 

5.  Levied  Taxes,  Cuftomes,  Excife,  Poll-mony  &c.  upon 
his  Mai®  Subjects  by  their  own  Authority. 

6.  Denied  the  Inhabitants  the  Exercife  of  Religion  Eftab- 
liflied  in  England. 

7.  Denyed  any  Appeals  to  England. 

8.  Violated  all  the  Afls  of  Trade  and  Navigation  and  all 
other  his  Ma‘?  Lawes. 

9.  Declared  themfelves  a Common  Wealth  and  have 
A6led  accordingly. 

10.  Protedled  Goffe  and  Whaley  the  late  King’s  Murther- 
ers  by  vertue  of  their  Law,  altho’  Demanded  to  be  delivered 
up,  and  contrary  to  His  Ma‘.®  Exprefs  Command. 

11.  Have  violently  and  by  fforce  oppofed  His  Ma^i®®  Corn- 
miff?  in  the  Execution  of  their  Comiffion  in  1665,  and 
without  the  Limitts  of  their  Patent. 

12.  By  fforce  have  turned  out  His  Mai®  Juflices  of  the 
Peace  in  the  Province  of  Main  (Eftablifhed  there  by  His 
Mai®  Commiffioners)  in  1668. 

13.  Have  not  taken,  nor  doe  Adminifler  to  y®  people  there 

Inhabiting, 
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Inhabiting,  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  as  is 
Commanded  in  the  faid  Patent. 

14.  Have  Enforced  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  be  taken  to 
that  Government  by  all  Perfons  as  well  Inhabitants  as 
Strangers. 

15.  Have  Granted  Commiffions  in  their  own  and  not  in 
His  Ma^f  name. 

16.  Deny  Baptifme  to  Children  whofe  Parents  are  not  in 
Church  Fellowfhip. 

17.  Have  Arbitrarily  Fined  People  that  refufe  to  come  to 
their  meeting  houfes,  and  whipped  others  for  not  paying 
their  fines. 

18.  Have  fforbid  the  Obfervation  of  Chriflmas  Day  and 
other  Feftivalls  of  the  Church,  under  a penalty. 

19.  They  Impofe  a Duty  upon  all  Shipping  not  built 
within  their  Jurifdidlion. 

20.  They  have  Altered  the  Number  of  their  Affiflants 
from  Eighteen  to  Ten. 

21.  They  have  changed  the  Daies  of  their  Gen”  Courts 
and  Contradted  the  Number  from  Four  to  Two  yearly. 

22.  Have  Eredled  and  Annexed  to  the  Gen”  Court  a 
Court  of  Deputies  to  make  Lawes. 

23.  They  pretend  to  an  abfolute  Authority  without  any 
Dependance  on  His  Ma^^ 

24.  They  alone  of  all  His  Ma^®  Dominions,  pay  no  ac- 
knowledgment, or  own  any  Service  to  y®  Crowne. 

\^Endorfed'\  Abftra6l  of  the  Proceedings  of 
King  Charles  the  Firfl  againft 
the  Maffachufetts. 


From 
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Edward  Randolph. 


From  Randolph  to  M*!  Chaplain, 


state  Papers^  Board  of  Trade.,  New  England.,  Vol.  5.  p.  123. 

Boflon  0(5t : 28  : 89. 

Sr 

I cannot  without  greife  & aftonifhment,  write  you  the  ill 
Treami  Sr  Edm'l  Andros  meets  with  at  the  Caflle,  according 
to  y®  Relation  I receiued  from  a Gent  to  whom  he  yeflerday 
made  it  known,  & did  fee  that  Sr  Edml  was  kept  in  A low 
Room  17  foot  long  9 foot  broad,  in  which  fland : 2 bedd- 
fteds,  2 clofe  flooles,  a table  & other  their  neceffaryes : & 
this  is  the  whole  accomodation  allowed  him  & Mr  Graham 
to  refide  in  day  & night:  there  is  no  Chimney  in  it,  nor  can 
be,  vnlelfe  when  they  haue  a fire  they  burn  their  beds:  when 
they  eate  they  open  the  doore  and  fett  their  table  part  out 
of  y®  Room,  & not  aboue  2 can  fitt  at  it:  it  ftands  fo  low, 
that  the  Raine  ftands  in  the  flower  5 or  6 inches  & rifes  fome 
tymes  higher:  ’tis  built  fo  that  the  Caftle  Walls  make  two 
fides  of  the  Room  & what  Raine  falls  vpon  them  Soakes 
down  fo  that  ’tis  alwayes  very  Damp.  They  are  lockd  vp  at 
6 at  night  & the  Doores  not  opned  till  8 next  morning,  & 
not  5 foot  to  walke  in  all  that  tyme.  His  feruant  is  not 
permitted  to  come  to  him  to  affift  him  in  cafe  of  any  acci- 
dent; & now  y®  winter  approaches  the  paffage  betwixt  Bof- 
ton  & y®  Caftle  is  very  hazardous  & vncertain : fo  that 
vnleffe  y®  weather  favour  he  may  want  Bread  & beer  5 or  6 
dayes  together,  & vnleffe  he  bee  fpeedily  remoued  the  Cold 
will  kill  him  : this  has  been  reprefented  by  fome  Gent  to  y® 
Gou’’  & Council! ; they  pretend  they  are  forry  for  it,  but  I 
heare  as  yet  of  No  redreffe:  his  keepers  Name  is  Capt  ffaire- 

weather, 
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weather,  a very  ftrift  zelott  & Church  member.  His  villany 
is  not  to  be  forgott : the  Gouf  has  preferued  a Great  flock  of 
Rabitts  vpon  y®  Ifland  on  which  the  Caflle  is ; this  flaire- 
weather  kills  & deflroyes  them,  treats  his  freinds  with  them, 
& has  not  prefented  one  to  y®  Gou’’,  nor  fuffers  his  own 
Cook  to  dreffe  his  Diett  for  him : the  Gou^  had  vpon  the 
Ifland  a Milch  Cow,  being  a very  great  louer  of  Milke;  this 
Cow  has  ffaireweather  Carried  to  Boflon  for  y®  vfe  of  his 
family,  fo  that  the  Gour  can  by  no  meanes  gett  any  milke, 
but  infled  thereof  drinks  water : this  is  another  demonflra- 
tion  of  his  extraordinary  profeffion  of  Religion.  I thanke 
God  I haue  gott  me  a little  place  in  the  Common  Goal ; but 
am  in  danger  to  be  flunk  vp  by  the  Goal  being  filld  vp  with 
poor  prifoners,  efpecially  wounded  men  who  rott  & perifli 
for  want  of  one  to  dreffe  their  wounds  : from  the  mercyes 
of  fuch  cruell  men  Good  lord  deliuer  vs.  Pray  prefent  the 
inclofed  papers  to  fuch  of  your  freinds  as  you  think  will 
read  them : two  or  3 to  my  wife  if  you  pleafe ; pray  lett  her 
know  that  I am  well,  & that  I am  Sy 

your  mofl  obliged  freind 

EdRandolph. 

I know  not  who  are  in  y®  Commiffion  of  y® 

Admiralty:  if  you  fee  any  of  them  pray 
make  my  excufe  for  not  writing  to  them. 

\_Endor/ed^  N : England 

28  : Odlober  1689. 

From  My  Randolph  to 
My  Chaplin. 

Reef  from  My  Chaplin 
the  28  Feb  : 1689. 

Mr. 
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Rdward  Randolph. 


Mr.  Randolph  to  Dr.  Cook. 


Colledlion  of  Papers^  by  T.  Hutchinfon,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  318. 


Common  Goal,  Nov.  25th.  [1689] 

Sir, 

Your  treating  Sir  Edmund  Andros  like  a gentleman  when 
you  were  laft  at  the  Caflle,  fliall  be  remembered  with  refpefl;. 
By  letters  from  my  friends  in  England  I hear  I am  (but 
what  means  I know  not)  made  their  Majeflies  prifoner  and 
to  be  fent  fafe  to  Whitehall,  ’twill  be  a favour ’to  me  and  the 
reft  of  the  gentlemen  with  me  if  the  poor  wounded  man, 
who  has  lain  16  days  rotting  in  his  own  excrement,  might 
be  taken  and  removed  into  fome  other  warm  place,  that  we 
be  not  infefted  with  the  vehement  flench ; and  chriflianity 
diredts  that  he  be  not  fuffered  to  perifh  and  others  with  him 
for  want  of  fpeedy  redreffe,  twill  be  an  aggravating  circum- 
flance  of  our  imprifonment.  If  you  pleafe  to  call  on  me  as 
you  come  this  way  and  tafle  a glaffe  of  cyder  you  fhall  be 
welcome.  Be  confident  nothing  fhall  render  me  otherwife 
than  a hearty  friend  to  all  good  men. 

I am  yours, 


Ed.  Randolph. 


To  THE  Com"".^  of  the  Customes  by  way  of  Bilboa. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  New  England,  Vol.  5.  p.  148. 

Common  Goale  Dec.  12*'^  1689. 

May  it  pleafe  yoT  Hono? 

The  traders  of  this  Country  have  obteined  their  end,  for 
fince  their  imprifoning  Sf  Edmund  Andros  & my  felfe  their 

veffells 
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veffells  come  into  their  ports  from  prohibited  Countrys 
without  diflurbance.  We  have  had  two  from  Holland,  three 
from  Scotland,  which  makes  fcotch  cloath  a drugg.  I have 
informed  the  feverall  Officers  in  Barbados,  Virginia  &c, 
thereof,  to  y®  end  they  may  make  flridt  fearch  aboard  all 
veffells  from  hence.  This  people  will  have  noe  fupplyes 
from  England,  finding  the  profitt  of  tradeing  againft  law  in 
a Country  where  they  are  favoured  by  y®  Governm!  Five 
veffells  are  Come  in  from  Newfoundland  with  brande  Oyle 
&c. : a Pink  has  imported  from  y®  Freights  Alligant  wine 
Portaport  & oyr  Comodityes  of  thofe  Countryes  : MaFers 
from  Virginia  & Maryland  unload  tobacco  without  produc- 
ing a certificate  that  they  have  given  bond  according  to 
law:  in  a little  time  this  place  as  formerly  will  become  a 
ffree  port,  till  the  people  are  by  a force  convinced  of  y 
errour  & the  whole  Country  brought  to  an  intire  depend- 
ance  upon  y®  Crowne.  His  Matys  Gracious  letter  of  y®  30 
of  July  requiring  that  Sf  Edmund  Andros  my  felfe  & oy"®  be 
fent  upon  the  firF  Flip  to  Engl,  &c.,  was  delivered  to  M!^ 
BroadFreet  the  24^^  of  Novemby  but  as  yet  they  have  given 
us  no  notice  of  it,  nor  will  they  permitt  us  our  liberty  to 
goe  out  of  goale  to  pvide  neceffaryes  for  our  voyage,  neither 
have  they  determined  what  Flip  to  put  us  aboard. 

I have  wrote  to  y hono?  by  feverall  Flips  from  hence  & 
alfoe  by  way  of  Virginia  Barbados,  &c.  which  I hope  are 
come  well  to  yo’’  Board.  The  ffrench  have  taken  7 fiffiing 
Ketches  (belonging  to  Salem)  off  Cape  Sables  & a Brigan- 
teen  of  BoFon  of  40  Tunns  in  her  returne  from  Newfound- 
land loaden  with  wine  oyle  & brandy.  I returne  my  humble 
thanks  for  yof  Hono?  care  of  me  & pcuring  my  enlargemy 

I 


24 


Edward  Randolph. 


I expeft  in  tyme  to  have  y®  benefitt  of  it  & that  this  people 
may  be  made  trully  fenfible  that  its  their  intrefl  as  well  as 
their  duty  to  fubmitt  intirely  to  the  Crowne  & to  thofe  ads 
of  Parliai  which  particularly  refpeft  the  trade  and  welfare 
of  this  & all  oyf  their  forraigne  Plantations  & remaine 
in  all  duty 

Your  Hono'.® 

moft  humble  & obedient  Servl 

E Randolph  ColT. 


\_Endor/ed~\  Copy. 

To  the  Hon^*®  the 
Comm?  of  their  Cuftoms 
by  way  of  Bilboa. 

N.  England. 

12  Dec : 1689. 

From  Mf  Randolph. 


Request  of  Dudley,  Randolph  and  others  to  know  in 

WHAT  VESSEL  THEY  ARE  TO  BE  SENT  TO  ENGLAND. 
Majfachujetts  Archives^  Vol.  XXXV.  p.  no. 

Prifon  in  Bofton  13*?  Decf  1689 

Gentlemen 

Cap!  ffayerweather  yefterday  by  yo'  Ord!  brought  us  the 
Signification  of  his  Commands,  to  which  wee  doe 

with  all  duty  and  Readyneffe  humbly  fubmitt.  And  defire 
yo"  to  lett  us  know  when  & upon  what  Ship  yo"  Deligne  to 
fend  us.  And  to  order  our  Enlargement  upon  fuch  Secur- 
ity 
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ity  as  yo'^  think  fitt  to  Demand,  that  wee  may  fettle  our 
private  Affairs  & prepare  Accordingly,  Wee  are  yo’^ 

Humble  Servants 
J.  Dudley 
Ed.  Randolph 
J.  Palmer 
John  West 
James  Sherlock 
Geo.  ffarwell. 


M"  Randolphs  demand  of  his  papers. 


State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  New  England,  Vol.  5.  p.  152. 

Gentl 

Inafmuch  as  his  Matye  has  Commanded  me  to  attend  at 
the  Councill  Chamber  Whitehall  to  anfwer  fuch  matters  as 
fliall  be  there  objefted  againfl;  me,  I therefore  defire  & expefi: 
that  you  forthwith  order  that  all  my  papers  letters  books  & 
writeings  whatever  feized  upon  & caryed  away  from  me  may 
be  all  delivered  unto  me.  I reft 

YoT  affured  freind  & humble 
fervant 


E R. 


There  are  feverall  books  of  Records  belonging 
to  the  province  of  Newyorke  & alfoe  a parchm! 

Roll  of  the  laws  of  y^  place  und*”  yo'  cuflody ; 
thefe  alfoe  (as  Secry  to  y^  Province)  I take  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  demand. 

To  y®  Gouf  Councill  & Reprefent. 


Common  Goale  the  I3‘^  Decein  1689. 
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\Endorfed'\ 


2 6 Edward  Randolph. 

\_Endorfed\  N.  England 

13  Dec : 1689. 

M*"  Randolph’s  Demand 
of  his  Papers,  &c. 


Letter  from  Governor  Andros  and  others  relative 

TO  THEIR  BEING  SENT  TO  ENGLAND. 

Majachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  XXXV.  p.  149.  26  December  1689. 

Gentlemen, 

Whereas  upon  'f  fignification  of  y®  I2^^infl:ant  that  you 
had  received  his  Maj^'f  Comands  requiring  you  the  Govern*” 
and  Councill  to  fend  us  forthwith  on  board  y®  firfl:  fhip  bound 
for  England  to  anfwer  before  his  Ma^®  what  may  be  objected 
againft  us,  and  being  certainly  informed  of  two  Ships  in  this 
Harbour  forthwith  bound  for  England  — Wee  did  the  day 
following  being  the  Thirteenth  Inflant  acknowledged  y® 
favour  of  y®  fayd  Intimation,  And  did  then  requeft  that  in 
Purfuance  of  his  Ma*'P  fayd  Comands  wee  might  be  forth- 
with put  on  board  one  of  the  fayd  fhips  &c.  w®.^  not  being 
yet  attended,  therefore  in  further  difcharge  of  our  Dutyes 
wee  doe  renew  ol  fi  Requeft,  and  againe  Demand  that  his 
Ma^‘f^  fayd  Commands  may  be  effedlually  executed  by  oT 
being  forthwith  put  on  board  one  of  the  fayd  fhips  and  the 
fame  plfently  difpatched  for  England  without  further  delay 
accordingly. 

Ja.  Graham  E.  Andros 

John  West  J.  Dudley 

James  Sherlock  Ed.  Randolph 

Geo.  ffarewell  J.  Palmer 

December  26^’*  1689 


Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  Major  Brockholes. 

New  York  Colonial  Documents.,  Vol.  III.  p.  664. 

Letter  intercepted  by  Leifler  from  M'  Randolph  to  Major  Brockholls. 

Common  Goal  Dec.  28.  1689. 

I received  this  morning  your  letter  of  y®  inftant  by 
w®*"  I find  that  your  rebbells  are  no  changlings,  & Leifler 
and  his  partners  make  true  the  proverb,  fett  beggars  on 
horfeback  and  they  will  ride  to  y®  Divell.  I am  well  alTured 
y*  y®  letters  fent  by  Riggs  ought  to  be  putt  in  y®  hands  of  y® 
members  of  y®  Councill  and  y®  Juflices  of  y®  peace;  but  its 
fallen  out  very  unhappy  for  thofe  who  mufi:  live  under  y® 
fury  of  a conceited  rabble.  Our  people  are  much  concerned 
to  know  what  to  do  with  us;  they  know  if  they  fend  us 
home  and  have  nothing  to  charge  upon  us,  ’twill  not  found 
well  on  their  fide.  They  meet  in  2 or  3 dayes,  they  adjourn 
and  do  nothing  as  they  ought.  The  Governo’’  and  wee 
have  wrote  to  them  twife.  I have  wrot  2 letters  in  my  own 
bufinefs,  & their  wife  worfhipps  give  us  no  anfwere  ; they 
are  at  their  old  trade  of  wheedling  at  home,  and  delaying  us 
here  in  hopes  to  gett  their  charter ; expedting  y^  all  gent“ 
even  the  Lords  of  y®  Councill  who  have  formerly  been  for 
vacating  their  Charter,  fhall  be  putt  out  of  their  places.  The 
Gov’’  is  of  opinion  wee  fhall  be  all  fent  fpeedily,  but  2 or  3 
flripps  are  now  ready  ; they  have  embarg’d  them  for  their 
pleafure.  Capt.  George  received  orders  to  go  for  England 
and  Convoy  home  y®  2 mafls  Ships,  arrived  at  Pifcataqua; 
he  has  laid  his  fhip  by  y®  wharfe,  taken  out  his  gunns  and 
powder  (a  very  fcarce  Comedity  here)  I feare  he  will  meet 

with 
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Edward  Randolph. 

with  trouble  from  his  men,  when  he  cannot  keep  them 
aboard,  and  y®  fame  men  who  made  them  mutiny  before, 
are  as  ready  (as  ever)  to  ye  like  or  worfe  damage  to  him  and 
his  fhip  upon  y®  firfl  occafion.  Sir,  God  fend  us  well  to 
England ; I will  not  omitt  y®  commands  relating  to  y®  pay 
of  your  Companyes,  nor  any  thing  which  falls  in  my  power 
to  be  ferviceable  to  your  concerne  at  home  or  in  New  York. 
My  humble  fervice  to  ^ Lady  and  to  Col.  Bayard.  I fhall 
be  glad  to  receive  a letter  from  you  directed  to  me  at  y® 
Plantation  Office.  Wiffiing  health  and  a happy  fettlement 
to  your  Province  and  to  all  your  affaires, 

I am  your  affured  friend  & ferv^ 

Edw.  Randolph. 

My  fervice  to  Coll : Dongan  & 

Coll.  Smith  when  you  fee  him 

To  Major  Brockholes  at 
New  York.  Prefent. 


From  M"!  Randolph  to  the  Committee. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  New  England,  Vol.  5,  p.  158. 

Common  Goal,  Jan7  10  : 1689. 

May  it  pleafe  y LordP^® 

On  y®  24  of  No'"®/  Mr  Bradftreet  (hauing  euer  fmce  y®  I8‘^ 
of  Aprill  lafh  affumed  y®  Title  & Office  of  GouT)  receiued 
from  Mr  Riggs  his  Ma^'r®  letter  of  y®  30*^  July  part  whereof 
onely  was  printed  & added  to  their  Agents  letters,  like  an 
Advertifem^  to  a Gazett  (as  by  paper  N°  i)  the  word 
“ forth w^^  ” was  omitted  on  purpofe,  the  eafier  to  impofe 

upon 
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upon  Y poeple  & make  them  beleiue  that  his  Ma^‘®  has  re- 
ferrd  the  number  of  Perfons,  the  tyme  when,  & the  fliip 
upon  which  Sr  Edm^  Andros  etc : are  to  be  fent  to  Eng*?  to 
their  manage  & diredlion.  His  Ma^‘f®  letter  of  y®  12  of  Aug! 
fent  them  by  Mf  Mather  was  receiued  on  y®  firfl  of  Decem- 
ber : & being  putt  into  a black  box  was  carried  by  an  Officer 
before  M!  Bradflreet  to  y®  Town  houfe : w®^  they  Caufed  to 
be  printed  with  a feigned  title  & Counterfeit  Cypher  of  a 
Seal  (as  in  paper  N°  2) ; many  Copyes  thereof  were  Dif- 
patchd  into  all  the  Townes  of  y®  territory,  inforcing  a Creditt 
upon  y®  poeple  that  it  had  his  Ma^’f  Broad  Seal  affixed  to  it, 
vnder  Colour  whereof  they  haue  laid  a Tax  of  Seaven  Rates 
& a halfe  vpon  y®  Colony  amounting  to  aboue  loooo^^ 
They  haue  held  a Court  of  Affiftants  &:  Condemnd  a Male- 
fadtor  vpon  breach  of  One  of  their  Capital  Lawes,  who  was 
lately  executed  to  ffrighten  the  poeple  vnto  an  intire  fub- 
miffion  to  their  Gom! 

Vpon  y®  12*  of  Dec^"  Cap!  ffaireweather  by  Order  of  y® 
Councill  read  a paper  to  S!  Edm'l  Andros  & others,  fignifi- 
ing  their  Receipt  of  his  Ma^'®^  letter  of  y®  3o'^  July:  Where- 
upon hee  with  others  concernd  fent  letters  (N°  3 : & 4 :)  to 
them,  in  which  are  expreffed  Our  Gratefull  acknowledgm!  of 
his  Ma^'.®*  grace  & favour,  & our  ready  fubmiffion  to  his 
Royall  Commands,  & hoped  they  would  forthw^^  putt  vs 
aboard  the  ffiip  Bloffom  then  ready  to  faile  for  Eng^^:  the 
Matter  was  tyred  out  with  dayly  attendance  vpon  a promife 
of  obtaining  a Let  paffe  from  M!  Bradflreet,  Butt  on  y® 
24^^  following  an  Embargo  was  laid  on  all  ffiips  bound  for 
Europe,  infomuch  that  veffells  loaden  for  [with]  fiffi  bound 
for  Cadiz  are  thereby  hindred  their  Markett.  The  Councill 

hauing 
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hauing  refufed  to  anfwear  Our  Letters  of  y®  I3^^  of  Decem- 
ber wee  wrote  a fecond  letter  to  them  (N°  5)  vpon  y®  26 
ffollowing,  of  which  they  haue  likewife  taken  no  Notice; 
they  pretending  the  Reprefentatiues  cannot  be  perfwaded 
to  a refolution  what  to  do  with  vs:  but  on  y®  4^-^  of  Jan7 
inflant  (two  days  after  they  executed  the  Malefactor)  they 
Caufed  y®  paper  (N°  6)  to  be  printed,  being  a Declaration  of 
the  Authority  & Goml  repofed  in  them  by  y®  poeple,  & 
favoured  (as  they  fay)  by  his  MaH®*  letter  of  y®  12  of  Augufl. 
Amongfl  the  various  Reports  brought  vs  in  Goal,  ’tis  faid 
the  Councill  & Reprefentatiues  haue  drawn  vp  an  Addreffe, 
humbly  praying  his  Ma^i®  to  grant  them  a Charter,  & that 
they  intend  to  fend  it  by  a Veffell  privately  to  be  difpatchd 
from  hence  before  they  putt  Sr  Edm^  or  any  of  us  aboard. 

I find  by  many  printed  papers  fent  hither  by  Mr  Mather 
That  great  felicitations  haue  been  made  by  him  & his 
freinds  both  to  his  Ma^^  to  fome  of  your  LordP^®  & to  y® 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  obtaine  a Charter,  as  if  it  were  a 
Nationall  Concern.  I humbly  intreat  y*”  Lordf^®  to  belieue 
that  its  highly  necefifary  for  His  Ma^l®®  Seruice  that  affaire 
were  delaied  vntill  the  arrivall  of  Sr  Edm^l  Andros,  my  felfe 
& others ; to  giue  his  Ma^'®  and  y*"  Lordf?^  an  account  of  y® 
Miferable  & diftreffd  Condition  of  this  whole  Territory, 
made  fo  by  y®  Arbitrary  Managem*  of  a faCtious  & bygothed 
Party  onely : and  in  the  meane  tyme,  I humbly  offer  it  as  a 
matter  of  great  import,  to  Confider  & examine  how  y®  firfi: 
planters  of  this  Colony  became  poffeffd  of  the  Charter 
granted  to  Sr  Henry  Rofwell  & others  in  y®  yeare  1628:  of 
which  neither  in  England  nor  in  this  Country  hath  one  ftep 
euer  appeared.  Befides  its  plain,  both  by  y®  Charter  it  felfe 
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& alfo  by  y®  Doquett  thereof)  which  I long  fince  tranfcribed 
out  of  y®  Records  of  the  Pryvie  Seal  Office  (whereof  the 
paper  N°.  7 is  a Copy)  that  the  Charter  of  y®  Maffachufetts 
Bay  in  N : Eng^  (as  thofe  of  y®  Eafl  India  & Roy  all  Affrican 
Companyes)  is  to  be  managed  in  Engf  onely : which  was 
accordingly  done  by  Sr  Henry  Rofwell  & Patentees  foon 
after  the  Grant  thereof. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 
by,  etc : 

EdRandolph. 


\Endorfed~\  New  England. 

10  Jan7  1689/90. 
From  Randolph 
to  the  Committee. 


Rec'l  2 Apr  : 1690. 


Randolph’s  Answer  to  matters  objected  against  him. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Entry  Book.,  62,  p.  202.  24  Apr.  1690.^ 

Edward  Randolph  likewife  humbly  anfwers  that  about  the 
yeare  1679  he  was  appointed  Colleftor  of  the  Cuftomes  in 
New-England  purfuant  to  an  A6i  of  Parliament  with  full 
Power  to  put  the  feverall  Afts  of  Trade  in  Execution 
there,  which  with  great  difficulty  and  hazard  of  his  life  he 
foe  purfued  that  y®  irregular  Trade  was  flopped,  but  thereby 
made  himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  Government  which  chiefly 
confifts  of  Traders  who  have  openly  denyed  and  oppofed  his 
Commiffion  and  declared  that  neither  the  A6ls  of  Trade  nor 
any  Law  of  England  were  in  force  with  them  till  Ratifyd 
and  Allowed  of  by  their  Reprefentatives  in  a Generali 

Court, 

^ Date  of  prefentation  at  Committee. 
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Court,  And  taking  no  further  notice  of  thofe  Adts  they 
openly  continued  their  illegall  Trade  notwithftanding  many 
Admonitions  and  Commands  to  the  contrary,  fent  to  them 
from  His  late  Ma^i®  King  Charles  the  fecond  and  from  this 
hono^J®  Board  whereupon  the  profecution  of  their  Charter 
which  had  been  commenced  in  the  Reigne  of  King  Charles 
the  Firfl,  but  was  interrupted  by  the  troubles  foon  after 
Enfueing  here  in  England,  was  againe  Continued,  and  after 
many  Evafions  and  delays  on  their  fide  to  anfwer  here,  the 
faid  Charter  was  Vacated  by  Judgement  on  a Scire  facias 
brought  in  Chancery  in  the  Reigne  of  King  Charles  the 
2"^^  And  the  faid  Edward  having  been  chiefly  Employ’d  by 
His  Ma^f  Attorney  Gen”  in  the  faid  Profecution  was  the 
chief  caufe  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  ever  heard  for  his 
moft  cruell  and  tedious  Imprifonment  in  the  Common  Goale 
as  may  appeare  by  the  Refolution  of  their  Reprefentatives  at 
Bofton  in  a pretended  Generali  Court  the  day  of  June 
laft  where  it  was  Refolved  that  the  faid  Edw”  Randolph  and 
the  other  Prifoners  now  attending  your  Lops  were  not 
Bailable,  having  broken  a Capitoll  Law  of  that  Colony  in 
Endeavouring  and  Accomplifhing  the  Subverfion  of  their 
Government  which  by  the  faid  Capitoll  Law  of  their  own 
Invention  is  punifhable  with  death.^ 

That  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  doth  further  fay  that  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  y®  Members  of  the  Councill 
in  New  England,  and  that  during  the  time  of  Sr  Edmond 

Andros 

8 In  November,  1640,  “The  Com-  England  and  Ireland,  and  inftead 
mons  were  afked  to  declare  that  Thomas,  thereof  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  and 
Earl  of  Strafford,  hath  traitoroufly  en-  tyrannical  government  againft  law.” 
cleavoured  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  See  Fall  o/lhe  Monarchy  of  Charles  f.^ 
laws  and  government  of  the  realms  of  by  S.  R.  Gardiner,  Vol.  II.  p.  27, 1882. 
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Andros  Government  did  faithfully  A6t  for  the  honour  and 
Intrefl  of  the  Crowne  and  the  Generali  Good  of  that  Plan- 
tation, and  denies  all  manner  of  Confederacy  with  Sy  Ed- 
mond Andros,  or  that  he  joyned  with  him  in  making  any 
Arbitrary  Laws  & Impofitions  or  in  threatening  and  punifh- 
ing  them  who  would  not  comply  therewith : which  is  mod; 
humbly  Submitted. 


Randolphs  Pet"?  to  be  Restored  to  his  Imployment. 

Board  of  Trade.,  New  En^landy  5 (p.  206).  22  May.  1690. 


To  the  Kings  Excelh  Maj^?" 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Edw*^  Randolph  Sheweth 
That  feverall  Eminent  Merchants  in  Lond?  fetting  forth 
by  their  Peticon  to  His  late  Ma^^  King  Charles  y®  Second  y® 
great  Damages  Suflein’d  in  Their  Trade,  and  far  greater 
Lofs  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown  By  the  Irregular  Trade 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  England,  his  faid  Ma^^  in  y®  year 
1676  fent  Your  Peticon’’  to  New  England  with  Exprefs 
Order  to  Infpedl  y®  Trade  and  State  of  that  Country  and  to 
make  Report  thereof  at  his  return  to  England. 

That  in  the  Year  1679  The  Com’’®  of  the  Cuflomes  being 
inform’d  that  y®  A6is  of  Trade  were  not  Obferv’d  in  New 
England  Appointed  Your  Peticon’’  by  Their  Deputaco  to  be 
Colledlor  of  y®  Cuflomes,  with  Inflrudlions  to  put  thofe  Afts 
in  Execution,  In  purfuance  whereof  Your  Peticonr  feiz’d 
upon  and  Profecuted  Veffells  and  Goods  Illegally  Imported, 
but  was  oppofed  in  Court  by  y®  Governm^of  y®  Maffachufets 

Colony,  Declaring  openly  that  y®  Afts  of  Trade  were  of  no 
VOL.  V.  — s Force 
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Force  in  that  Country,  Whereupon  His  faid  Ma*^  did  in 
year  i68i  Ere6l  an  Office  of  Collector  of  the  Cuftomes  in 
New  England  by  Comiffion  under  the  Broad  Seal,  and  Ap- 
pointed your  Peticoner  to  mannage  y®  Same,  who  Obliged  y® 
Inhabitants  (as  far  as  in  him  Lay)  to  Conforme  to  y®  A6ts  of 
Trade. 

But  feverall  Perfons  in  that  Colony  who  had  always  op- 
pofed  the  Authority  of  England  and  the  A6ls  of  Trade, 
being  Highly  Offended  at  your  Peticoners  Proceedings, 
took  Advantage  of  the  Prefent  Revolucon  and  on  y® 
1 8^^  day  of  Aprill  1689  Seiz’d  upon  your  Peticoner  Attend- 
ing Your  Ma^^®  Service  in  the  Councill  Chamber  in  Bofton, 
and  Committed  him  to  a Stridl  and  Clofe  Imprifonment  in 
the  Common  Gaol  without  any  Mittimus  or  Caufe  affigned, 
where  he  was  Treated  Tenn  Months  wors  than  Pirats  and 
Felons,  his  Fellow  Prifoners,  And  mufl  have  Perifhed  there, 
had  not  Your  Ma^^  been  Gratioufly  pleafed  by  your  Royall 
Letters  of  the  30^^  of  July  lafl  diredled  to  fuch  as  had  taken 
upon  them  y®  Governm^  to  Command  them  to  Send  Your 
Peticoner  hither  to  Anfwer  before  Yo'  Ma^^  w^‘  might  be 
Objefted  againft  your  Petic5ner.  That  during  y®  time  of 
Your  Peticoners  Confinement  fome  Perfons  here  in  Eng- 
land (well  knowing  your  Peticoner  was  fent  for  and  coming 
over)  tooke  the  Advantage  of  Your  Peticon”  Abfence  and 
Obtein’d  a Grant  of  your  Peticon’’®  faid  Office  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  England  before  your  Peticoner  could  Anfwer 
for  himfelf.  Now  in  as  much  as  Your  Peticon’'  fince  his 
Arrivall  has  Attended  the  Councill  Board,  and  nothing 
Charged  upon  him  by  the  pretended  Bofton  Agents,  And 
that  Your  Ma^^  has  been  Gratioufly  Pleafed  by  Your  Order 

in 
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in  Councill  of  the  24^^  of  Aprill  laft  to  difcharge  Your 
Peticoner 

Your  Peticoner  therefore  humbly  Prayes  Yo'  Ma^^  to 
take  his  many  years  Services  of  the  Crowne,  together 
with  the  hardsps  and  Cruelties  Suftein’d  by  him,  into 
Confideracon  and  to  Order  That  Your  Peticon’’  be 
forthwith  Reftored  to  Such  Offices  and  Places  in 
New  England  which  he  Enjoyed  at  the  time  of  Yo' 
Ma^^®  happy  Acceffion  to  y®  Crown. 

And  Yo'  Petico’’  &c\ 

\_Endorfed'\  M'  Randolph’s  Petition  to  be  Reflored 
to  his  Employm  in  New  England. 

Prefented  to  ye  Councill  the  22  May  1690. 
Read  the  I9^^  of  June. 


Randolph’s  Acco”^  of  irregular  Trade  in  N : Eng- 
land SINCE  Revolution. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial^  Etitry  Book.,  62,  p.  231  [1690]. 

To  the  R!  Hono^’®  y®  Lords  of  their  Ma^"  moft  Hono^!®  Privy 

Councill. 

A Short  Acco!  of  the  Irregular  Trade  carried  on  Since 
the  late  Revolution  by  the  Inhabitants  of  New-England,  but 
efpecially  by  thofe  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony. 

Humbly  prefented  by  Edward  Randolph  May  it  pleafe 
yo’’  Lopps. 

Vpon  the  Pelion  of  feverall  Merchants  in  London  com- 
plaining of  the  lofs  they  Sufteined  in  their  Trade  by  the 
Bofloners  trading  contrary  to  Law  His  late  Ma^l®  King 
Charles  the  Second  in  the  year  1676  fent  me  thither  with 

Orders 
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Orders  to  infpedl:  their  Trade  and  Report  the  fame  at  my 
Return.  In  the  Year  1679  the  Com'‘f  of  the  Cuftoms  pur- 
fuant  to  the  A6ts  of  Trade  being  Informd  thereof,  ap- 
pointed me  to  be  Colleftor  of  the  Cuftoms  in  New  Eng- 
land, with  Inftrudlions  to  Seize  and  Profecute  all  Goods  & 
Veffells  trading  contrary  to  Law,  Upon  my  Arrivall  there 
(and  at  other  times)  I performed  my  Duty  with  great  dili- 
gence and  zeal,  tho’  often  with  difficulty  and  hazard  of  my 
life,  but  was  alwaies  oppofed  in  open  Court  by  the  Magil^ 
trates,  and  my  Seizures  & profecution  (tho’  made  upon  very 
plain  Evidence)  were  ended  ineffedluall,  for  the  Juries  found 
for  y®  Defend!  againft  His  Ma^l®  all  Agreeing  that  the  Power 
of  the  Com?  of  the  Cuftomes  in  matters  of  Trade,  did  not 
extend  to  their  Colony. 

At  laft  in  the  year  1681  His  Ma^i®  confirmed  me  in  that 
Office  by  a Commiffion  under  the  Great  Seal,  which  they 
did  alfo  invalidate  by  a Law  made  to  that  purpofe.  Direfling 
the  Officer  of  the  Cuftom.s  not  to  Afl  but  by  a Warrant 
from  their  Governor,  and  with  the  Afliftance  of  a civill 
Officer,  and  by  that  fliift,  they  kept  up  their  illegall  Trade 
untill  the  time  that  M*"  Dudley  was  Prefident,  and  S’"  Ed- 
mond Andros  afterwards  made  Governor  of  that  Colony, 
Then  feverall  Veffells  from-  Scotland,  Cadiz  and  Malaga  & 
others  from  New-England,  were  Seized  and  Condemned  in 
the  Courts  of  Bofton  for  trading  irregularly,  of  which  fome 
were  of  confiderable  Value.  This  highly  exafperated  the 
Traders  and  Matters  of  Ships  againft  me,  for  they  taking 
advantage  of  the  late  tumult  in  Bofton,  I was  feized  upon 
and  hurried  to  the  common  Goale  by  a Company  of  Ship 
Carpenters,  Ship  Chandlers  and  others  whofe  Livelyhood 

depended 
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depended  upon  the  Sea,  being  thereto  Impowered  by  thofe 
in  the  prefent  Governm^  whence  I hardly  efcaped  with  my 
life,  tho’  foon  after  they  fet  at  liberty  eight  perfons  commit- 
ted for  murder  and  Piracy. 

The  chief  ends  of  their  Imprifoning  me  were  to  Reftore 
to  themfelves  a free  Trade  for  their  Veffells  to  all  parts  of 
Europe,  and  alfo  to  deterr  any  perfon  from  accepting  that 
Office  of  Colledlor  of  the  Cuftoms  in  that  Colony  without 
their  confent  & approbation  firfl  had.  And  lafhly.  To  make 
Bofton  a Store  and  Magazine  to  fupply  their  Ma^P  Planta- 
tions with  all  forts  of  European  Commodities,  and  thereby 
lopp  off  a conliderable  branch  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Cuf- 
toms  and  alfo  Extinguiffi  all  Trade  from  England  to  thofe 
Plantations,  which  formerly  was  found  a great  lofs  to  the 
Crown,  for  prevention  whereof  the  A6i  of  the  25*^  of  Charles 
the  Second  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Plantation  Trade 
was  chiefly  made  and  intended.  Since  the  of  Aprill 
1689  they  have  fent  their  Veffells  to  Holland  to  Scotland 
and  to  the  Streights,  (as  by  the  annexed  Lift  of  fome  of 
them,  together  with  a Copy  of  their  Clearings  from  Clafcow 
doth  appear).  By  the  A6f  for  encreafmg  of  Shipping  and 
Navigation,  It  is  Ena6fed,  that  the  Governor  of  every  Eng- 
lifh  Plantation  ffiall  before  any  Englifh  Veffell  be  permitted 
to  Load  on  board  any  of  the  Enumerated  Plantations  com- 
modities, take  Bond  that  fuch  fhips  fhall  carry  the  aforefaid 
Goods  to  England,  and  the  faid  Govr  fhall  twice  in  every 
Year  return  true  Copies  of  all  fuch  Bonds  by  him  taken,  to 
the  Chief  Officers  of  His  Ma*f  Cuftoms  in  London.  Now 
may  it  pleafe  your  Lopps  if  the  Bofton  Agents  can  make 
appear,  that  their  Govy  fince  their  reaftuming  y®  Governm^ 

(which 
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(which  is  now  about  Thirteen  months  ago)  has  made  any 
fuch  Returns  to  the  Com?  of  Their  Ma?  Cuflomes,  then 
your  Lopps  may  hope  they  will  have  fome  regard  to  the 
Adis  of  Trade,  however  they  fupport  themfelves  in  an  open 
violation  of  the  Afts  of  Trade  and  will  fo  continue  to  do, 
untill  Their  Ma?  fhall  pleafe  to  fend  over  an  Officer  duly 
qualified  for  that  Service  to  prevent  the  fame  without  any 
other  dependance  than  upon  the  Lords  of  the  Treary  and 
the  Comiffion?  of  the  Cuflomes  according  to  the  Adis  of 
Parliament  in  that  behalf.  My  Lords,  I have  had  the 
honor  to  ferve  the  Crowne  above  Twelve  years  in  that  haz- 
ardous Station  and  in  that  time  made  ten  Voyages  to  and 
from  New  England,  before  I could  bring  the  Traders  to 
any  fort  of  Conformity  to  thofe  Adis,  what  Difficulties  I 
have  Encountred  and  with  what  fidelity  and  care  I have 
managed  in  that  Office  I humbly  crave  leave  to  Appeal  to 
the  Com?  of  the  Cufloms  my  Superiours,  I have  not  other- 
wife  medled  with  the  Governm!  than  as  my  particular  Station 
diredied  me  to.  Nor  at  any  time  Accufed  of  Negledi  in  my 
Office,  neverthelefs  becaufe  I have  Adied  by  a Comiffion 
from  the  Crown  and  been  firidl  in  the  profecuting  Offenders 
upon  the  Breach  of  the  Adi  of  Trade,  that  alone  has  been 
my  Crime,  and  therefore  it  was  refolved  that  I was  not 
baylable,  having  broken  a capitall  Law  of  the  Colony,  and 
to  be  punifhed  with  death,  as  by  the  Refolves  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  (whereof  Mi*  Oakes  One  of  their  Agents 
was  Speaker)  doth  litterally  appear.  Viz!  Voted  the  28*  of 
June  1689  That  M!  Edward  Randolph  is  not  Baylable,  he 
having  broke  a Capitall  Law  of  this  Colony  in  Endeavour- 
ing & accomplifhing  the  Subverfion  of  Our  Governm!  and 

having 
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havine  been  an  evill  Councillor,  Attefls  Ebenazar  Prout 
Clerk.  May  it  pleafe  your  Lopps,  I humbly  crave  leave  to 
add,  that  Since  I have  undergone  fuch  hardfliips  and  diffi- 
culties in  Setling  the  Affair  of  the  Cuftomes  in  New  Eng- 
land befides  ten  months  Imprifonment,  and  in  that  whole 
tenn  Years  time  managed  to  the  good  liking  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Treafury  and  the  Com*’.^  of  the  Cuftomes  my  Super- 
iour.  That  no  Perfon  may  reap  the  Benefit  of  my  labour,  but 
that  Your  Lops  will  pleafe  to  Order  that  I maybe  Reftored 
to  the  Office  of  Colledt!  of  the  Cuftomes  in  New-England,  in 
which  I am  ready  to  ferve  Their  Mai®  with  all  fidelity  & 
Vigour  fo  foon  as  it  fhall  pleafe  Their  Mai®  to  Impower  me 
to  Execute  the  fame.  To  the  end  thofe  people  may  [be] 
reduced  to  that  Conformity  in  Trade  as  Their  Mai®  Subjedls 
in  England  and  the  Plantations,  which  highly  tend  to  the 
increafe  of  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  and  prefervation  of 
Their  Mai®  Plantations  in  America. 

An  AccoT  of  severall  ships  & Vessells  trading  irreg- 
ularly IN  THE  Ports  of  Boston  Salem,  New:  London 
&c.  IN  New  England  since  the  iS"^”  day  of  Aprill 
1689. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  62,  p.  231  [1690]. 

[Lift  annexed  p.  237.] 

June  5th  1689  The  Ketch  Salifbury  of  Bofton  Jofeph  Mack- 
coii  Paige  Owner  Maffcr  loadcD  with  Tobacco  arrived  at  Bofton 

from  Maryland  without  a Certificate. 

The  fame  Ketch  Salifbury  with  her  Loading  of 
Tobacco,  Saild  from  Bofton  to  Glafcow  direflly 
without  Entring  into  Bond  Andrew  Dalbery  Maf 

The 
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July  I St  1689. 


Sept  loth 


10. 


21. 


24. 


25. 


1689. 
Sept  28th 


Edward  Randolph. 

The  Pink  Mary  of  Bofton  Will?  Blake  Ma! 
loaden  with  148  htids  of  Tobacco  for  which  Bond 
was  given  in  Maryland  to  carry  the  fame  to  Eng^ 
but  againft  the  Mafters  will  was  put  a fhore  in 
Bofton  by  the  Owners  of  the  Veffell,  whereby 
Their  Ma?  loft  above  a Thoufand  pounds  ftert : 
in  Their  Cuftoms,  The  Matter  complaind  thereof 
to  the  Governor,  but  had  no  redrefs. 

The  Pink  Return  of  Bofton  Mich:  Shute  Mat- 
ter loaden  with  Fifh,  but  a greater  quantity  of 
Tobacco,  went  diredtly  for  Bilboa. 

The  Ship  Pelican  Abrah  : Either  Pirate  Coman- 
der  brought  in  a Prize  to  Salem,  Sold  her  for 
250^'  to  Mr  Haythorne  &c.  a Magittrate. 

The  Bark  Freedome  of  Bofton  leremiah  Tay 
Mar  arrived  from  Newfoundland  loaden  with  tweet 
Oyle,  ffrench  wine  and  Brandy  and  Unliverd  at 
Bofton. 

The  Bark  Rote  of  Bofton  Thomas  Eyre  Mar 
from  Newfoundland,  loaden  with  Oyle,  Wine, 
ffrench  Linen  and  unlivered  at  Bofton. 

The  Bark  Elizabeth  of  Bofton  Caleb  Lamb 
Mar  diredlly  from  Holland  to  New  Haven  in 
Connecticut  Colony  he  unlivered  part  there  and 
the  remainder  at  Bofton. 

The  abovementioned  Ketch  Salilbury  Andrew 
Dolberry  Mar  arrived  from  Glafcow  at  the  River 
Pifcataqua  with  Scotch  Merchants  and  Scotch 
Manufacture. 

The  Ketch  Unity  of  Bofton  from  Newcaftle, — 

Oliver 
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Oliver  Berry  Ma!  in  Penfilvania  came  to  Bofton 
fixty  hlids  Tobacco,  but  produced  no  Certifi- 
cate. 

octobrad  The  Brigantine  Adventure  of  Boflon  Thomas 

Burrington  Mr  from  Newfoundland  unlivered  at 
Bofion  wine,  Oyle  and  Brandy. 

10.  Two  Ships  from  lerfey  Loaden  with  French 

Manufacture  arrived  at  Pifcataqua  not  cleared  in 
England. 

A Ship  of  1 50  Tuns  direftly  from  Holland  unliv- 
ered her  Loading  at  New  London  in  Connecticut 
Colony  loaded  Lumber,  Thirty  horfes  and  took 
in  fome  of  her  Hollands  Goods  and  faild  to 
Barbados. 

20.  The  Brigantine  Dove  of  Salem  Nicholas  Chad- 

MrHaythorne  -vvell  Ma!^  Lom  Ncwfoundland,  unlivered  at  Salem, 

Magistrate  and 

other  Owners.  Wine  Brandy  and  Englifh  Manufacture. 

Novembr  4.  The  Ketch  George  Andrew  Elliott  Ma!"  arrived 

at  Bofion  from  Newfoundland  and  Unlivered 
Wine,  Oyle  and  Brandy. 

8.  The  Brigantine  Adam  Pigott  MaT  from  New- 

foundland Unlivered  at  New-London  Wine,  Oyle 
& Brandy. 

The  Barke  Endeavour  of  Salem  Wilh  Gidney 
Mal^  arrived  at  Salem  from  Newfoundland  and 
Unlivered  at  Salem  Wine  Oyle  and  Brandy. 
John  Grafton  Ma!  of  a fmall  fioop  of  Salem  car- 
ried part  of  that  Loading  to  Bofion  where  William 
Hill  my  Deputy  fearch'^  Endeavoured  to  Seize  her 
and  her  Loading  but  the  Mafier  and  Seamen 
VOL.  V.  — 6 would 
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ig. 

Mr  Sherrington 
Magistrate  Ownr 


32. 


27. 

Phillipps  Treas- 
urer & Magistrate 
& Mr  Russell 
Owners. 


Edward  Randolph, 

would  not  let  him  Search  y®  Veffel  of  w®^  he  com- 
plained to  a Conftable  who  only  derided  him. 

The  Sloop  May  Flower  of  Bofton,  The : Wat- 
kins Mf  from  Newfoundland,  Unlivered  Wine, 
Oyle  and  Brandy  at  Bofton. 

Robert  Glanvill  Matter  of  the  Ketch  ...  of 
Salem  gone  to  Virginia  to  load  Tobacco  there 
and  from  thence  to  Scotland. 

The  Ship  now  called  the  Good  Hope  (formerly 
the  ffortune  of  Loveland)  500  Tuns  leremiah  Tay 
Matter  unfree  bottom  bound  to  Lampeath  for 
Logwood  from  thence  to  Hambrough,  was  Seized 
by  Cap!  George,  who  put  a Sailer  on  board  to 
keep  poffeffion,  The  Sailer  was  hoyfed  over 
board  by  a Tackle,  and  then  fhe  took  in  a Sloop 
Load  of  Goods  (was  fuppofed  to  be  Tobacco.) 

The  Ketch  May  Flower  of  Bofton  Percival 
Miller  Ma!  arrived  at  Bofton  diredtly  from  Glaf- 
cow  in  Scotland  with  Scotch  Merchandize  M\ 
Hambleton  a Scotchman  Merchant,  Twelve 
Bailes  of  Goods  aboard  on  his  Acco* 

The  Pink  Endeavour  of  Bofton,  John  Blacken- 
bury  Mr  Loaden  with  Scotch  Goods,  hofe,  hats 
&c.  from  Glafcow,  unlivered  at  Bofton.  Blacken- 
bury  Reports  that  John  Smith  Ma!  of  a Veffell  of 
Bofton  was  loaden  at  Glafcow  and  ready  to  faile 
for  Bofton,  Since  taken  by  the  French. 

The  Brigantine  Mary  of  Bofton  Thomas  Carter 
Mar  from  Holland  diredtly  with  Holland  Commo- 
dities, John  Borland  a Scotchman  Merchant. 

The 
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1689. 

Decemb.  13th 


Memd']™ 


The  Ketch  Jonathan  of  Salem  Stephen  Robins 
May  arrived  at  Salem  with  Goods  direflly  from 
Holland. 

William  Clutterbrooke  Mar  of  the  Pink  . . . 
of  Bofton  from  the  Canaries,  at  Martins  Vineyard 
loaden  with  wine. 

Two  Ketches  more  of  Bofton  upon  the  Coaft 
with  Wine  from  the  Canaries,  of  which  I gave 
Capy  George  notice. 

William  Dolberry  Ma!  of  the  Ketch  Salifbury 
now  at  Glafcow. 

John  Lawfon  Ma’'  of  the  ftiip  Two  Brothers  of 
Bofton  loaden  with  900  Spanifh  Hides,  pirats 
Goods,  and  a great  quantity  of  Tobacco,  bound 
from  thence  with  King  lames’s  Pafs  to  Bilboa, 
and  Stays  out  three  years  on  a trading  Voyage. 

The  Ketch  Jonathan  of  Salem  Step'll : Robins 
Ma!  now  at  Amfterdam  with  a Loading  of 
Tobacco. 

John  Nelfon  of  Bofton  his  Brigantine  William 
Boflenger  Maf  is  bound  to  Virginia  to  take  in  her 
loading  of  Tobacco  and  bound  from  thence  to 
Hambro. 

Nathan  Stanbery  of  Bofton  faild  Six  Weeks 
ago  from  S!  Mallos  to  Bofton  loaden  w^l'  French 
Goods. 

Chriftopher  Clarke  Mate  to  Cap!  Bant  lately 
gon  to  Holland  to  fail  from  Amfterdam  in  a Hol- 
land Veffell  to  Bofton. 

A Pink  of  Bofton  Saild  by  the  Caftle  from  the 

Streights 


Rdward  Randolph. 


Sf  Wni  Phips 
Owner. 


Sept  30th 


Octo  ; loth 


Streights  to  Bofton,  loaden  with  Oyle  Fruite  &c. 
The  Cap!  of  the  Caflle  ftood  by  the  fhore,  but 
took  no  notice  of  it.  The  4^^  of  July  1689  M' 
Robert  Howard  of  Bofton  bought  Twenty  hllds 
of  Tobacco  of  Stepli.  Serjeant  which  he  then 
Shipt  on  board  a Brigantine  bound  for  New- 
foundland. 

Chriftopher  Clarke  Ma!  of  the  Ketch  William  & 
Mary  of  Boflon,  Imported  from  Hifpanola,  dry 
Hydes  and  a great  quantity  of  Spanifh  Tobacco, 
of  which  no  notice  was  taken. 

The  fhip  Good  Hope  of  Boflon  leremiah  Tay 
Maf  now  in  Amfterdam. 

Lawrence  Ma!  of  a Ketch  of  Bofton  at  Glaf- 
cow  from  Bofton. 

Pyam  Blowers  MdJ-  of  y®  Ketch  . . . from  Bof- 
ton at  Glafcow. 

William  Blake  Mai  of  the  Pink  Mary  in 
Scotland. 


An  Answer  to  M^  Randolph’s  AccoT  touching  irregu- 
lar Trade  Since  y°  late  Revolution. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  62,  p.  242  [1690]. 

To  the  R!  Hono^.^®  the  Lords  of  Their  Ma^’  moft  Hono^!® 

Privy  Councill. 

An  Anfwer  to  M!  Edward  Randolph’s  Acco*  of  the  irregular 
Trade  carried  on  fince  the  late  Revolution  by  the  In- 
habitants of  New  England  &c.  humbly  prefented  by  the 
Agents  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony. 
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May  it  pleafe  yor  Lops. 

The  Government  of  the  Maffachufetts  have  from  time  to 
time  declared  that  they  would  ftriflly  obferve  the  A6ls  of 
Trade  and  Navigation,  And  that  none  might  pretend  Ignor- 
ance publifhed  the  faid  A6ls  & declar’d  that  they  would 
affift  His  Ma^®  Officers  and  encourage  Informers  in  the 
profecution  of  the  Breaches  thereof,  and  have  A6led  accord- 
ingly. The  Governor  is  Annually  fworne  by  a particular 
Oath  to  the  faithfull  difcharge  of  his  Trufl  therein.  The 
Government  and  Inhabitants  in  generall  have  no  advantage 
by  irregular  Trade  but  the  Offenders  only,  whom  they  have 
been  and  will  alwaies  be  ready  and  forward  to  find  out  and 
punifli  as  the  A6ls  direft.  As  to  My  Randolphs  pretence 
that  his  Commiffion  was  invalidated  by  a Law  made  for  that 
purpofe  &c.  The  Law  itfelf  proves  the  contrary,  which  is 
in  thefe  words.  And  for  the  Encouragem!  of  His  Ma^f 
Officer  or  Officers  and  all  Informers,  It  is  hereby  declared, 
that  the  Officer  or  Officers  and  Informers,  fhall  from  time 
to  time  be  aided  and  affified  by  all  Marflialls,  Conftables 
and  other  Officers  by  Ward  from  the  Governor,  Dep^^  Gov- 
ernor or  any  Magifirate,  in  the  profecution  of  the  Breaches 
of  the  faid  Adfs  of  Trade  & Navigacon  It  is  very  probable 
M"  Randolph  was  difpleafed  at  this  Law,  becaufe  it  was  his 
defire  and  Interefl  that  no  Informer  fliould  be  allowed  be- 
fides  himfelf  But  the  Governmy  being  defireous  that  thofe 
A6is  might  be  duly  and  impartially  obferved,  did  thereby 
encourage  others  to  Inform,  judging  that  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  direction  of  the  faid  A6fs  and  the  furefi  way  to  prevent 
the  Eluding  of  the  fi  A6ls  by  Bribery  and  Corruption.  It 
is  true  My  Randolph  feized  and  profecuted  feverall  Veffells 

and 
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and  Goods  for  irregular  Trading.  But  upon  the  TrysW  (as 
we  underftood)  his  proofs  were  fo  very  defedlive,  that  the 
Juries  would  not  find  for  His  Ma^'®  and  it  was  generally 
underflood  in  the  Colony,  that  he  did  it  purpofely  to  bring 
an  Odium  upon  the  Governm!  the  better  to  Effedl  the 
defign  in  w®.^  he  was  engaged  of  deflroying  their  Charter 
and  all  their  Rights  and  Priviledges,  and  divers  credible 
Perfons  in  New  England,  have  affirmed,  they  know  Ml 
Randolph  notorioufly  guilty  of  Bribery  and  corruption. 
And  that  upon  that  Accompt  he  let  feverall  Offenders  go 
unpunifhed  which  We  do  not  doubt  but  they  will  be  ready 
to  prove,  if  competent  time  for  fuch  purpofe  be  allowed  by 
Your  Lopps. 

And  whereas  he  faith  the  chief  end  of  his  Imprifonment 
upon  the  late  Revolution,  was  to  reftore  a free  Trade  to 
themfelves  &c.  We  humbly  Offer  that  Ml  Randolph  was 
the  Perfon  Imployed  in  the  two  lafl  Reigns  to  profecute 
Quo  Warranto’s  and  deftroy  the  Charters  in  New-England 
and  in  fetting  up  an  arbitrary  Government  there,  which  he 
effedled  againfl  the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  and  that  the 
many  falfe  Informations  & mifreprefentations  of  that  Gov- 
ernm! exhibited  by  him  were  great  occafions  of  thofe  violent 
profecutions  againfl  the  Charters,  The  faid  Ml  Randolph 
alfo  procured  to  himfelf  the  Office  of  Secretary  and  to  be 
one  of  the  Councill,  which  Councill  took  upon  them  to 
make  Laws  and  levy  mony  without  an  Affembly  or  any 
Confent  of  Their  Ma^®  Subjedfs  in  New-England,  begging 
their  Lands  of  S!  Edmond  Andros  in  feverall  places  and 
Endeavouring  to  force  the  Inhabitants  to  become  Tenants 
to  the  late  King  James  under  fuch  Quitt  Rents  as  S!  Ed- 
mond 
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mond  Andros  fhould  pleafe  to  lay  on  them  after  compelling 
them  to  take  new  Grants  of  their  Lands,  pretending  all  to 
be  the  King’s,  and  making  them  pay  unreafonable  Summes 
of  mony  for  their  p^'tended  Patents.  Thefe  were  the  true 
reafons  why  he  amongft  others  of  that  Government  (of 
whom  he  was  one  of  the  rnofl  malicious  and  adtive)  was  im- 
prifoned  and  not  his  being  concernd  about  profecuting  the 
Breaches  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade  as  he  pretends,  the  other 
Officers  for  that  Affair  being  continued  in  their  places  and 
charged  diligently  to  attend  their  Duty  by  the  prefent  Gov- 
ernm!  there. 

The  Merchants  in  New  England  are  far  from  diminifhing 
the  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  for  they  fetch  in  their  Tobacco 
from  Virginia,  and  there  pay  to  Their  Ma\®  one  penny 
p pound  for  all  they  take  on  board  which  is  the  full  value  of 
the  Loading  there,  and  at  Barbados  and  the  other  Iflands, 
They  pay  to  Their  Ma^^  the  Duty  upon  Sugars  &c.  before 
they  can  bring  them  from  thence,  and  thofe  Goods  they 
cannot  ffiip  off  but  for  England,  Wales  or  Berwick,  and 
here  they  pay  again  to  Their  Ms}f  the  full  Duty  as  if  noth- 
ing had  been  paid  before,  So  that  their  circular  Trade  brings 
in  for  Revenue  to  the  Crowne,  double  to  any  other  of  Their 
Ma^®  Plantations,  And  if  they  carry  their  Tobacco  &c.  to 
Holland,  they  pay  three  times  as  much  as  other  Their  Ma^f 
Subjedls  do. 

In  the  Andros  Tradts^  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  130,  the 
anfwer  continues  as  follows  : — 

M*"  Randolph  is  pleafed  in  his  paper  to  take  what  liberty 
he  thinks  fit  in  commending  himfelfe  and  refledling  upon 

the 
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the  prefent  government  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  But 
we  hope  no  part  of  his  Charge  fhall  be  taken  to  be  true  fur- 
ther than  he  can  make  it  out  by  proofs.  Becaufe  tho’  he 
begin  his  paper  with  that  Specious  pretence  of  zeale  for 
their  Majeftys  Intereft  it  all  ends  in  his  owne  And  in  adefire 
to  be  put  into  an  Imployment. 

As  to  M*"  Randolph’s  acco^  of  the  feverall  fhips  and  vef- 
fells  trading  Irregularly  in  the  ports  of  Bofton,  Salem  New: 
London  &c.  in  New  England  fince  the  18  of  April  1689 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  at  this  diftance  from  New 
England  can  be  provided  Suddainly  to  give  an  acco!  of  the 
partiqular  Loadings  of  all  thefe  Veffells  or  indeed  that  fuch 
were  there.  Here  being  but  very  few  perfons  of  New  Eng- 
land now  in  towne  by  whom  we  might  Informe  our  felves : 
But  from  w*  we  have  it  is  humbly  offered. 

That  the  Ketch  whereof  Jofeph  Thaxter  was  mailer  hav- 
ing loaden  in  Virginia  or  Mary-Land  arrived  at  Bofton  foon 
after  the  Revolution  declaring  that  they  were  bound  for 
England  and  put  in  there  only  to  furnilh  them  felves  with 
neceffaries  for  their  Voyage  & accordingly  Sailed  from 
thence  with  the  Same  Loading:  fo  that  it  is  evident  that 
Virginia  or  Mary  Land  was  the  place  where  he  ought  to 
give  bond  and  not  Boflon  as  Ml  Randolph  would  Infinuate. 

The  Pinke  whereof  Will.  Blake  was  matter  Loaded  alfo  in 
Virginia  or  Maryland  and  was  bound  for  England  but 
Springing  a Leake  at  Sea  came  to  Bollon  to  preferve  them- 
felves  & Cargoe  and  refitt  the  fhip  : But  after  they  had  been 
fomtime  there  the  Ship  Sunke  in  the  Dock.  And  if  the 
Tobacco  was  taken  out  we  fuppofe  it  was  to  feperate  the 
damnified  from  the  Sound.  And  the  Government  there 
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declared  the  fhip  with  her  Cargoe  ought  to  proceed  her 
Voyage  for  England  And  both  Ship  and  Cargoe  were 
there  in  aprill  Laft. 

Shute  carried  Fifli  but  we  know  not  of  any  tobacco,  teft. 
Sam^l  Turell. 

The  ihip  Pellican  was  a banker  brought  in  by  a Dutch 
privateer  and  bought  at  Salem  to  goe  againft  the  French  at 
Accada  and  fitted  for  that  defigne  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Cyprian  Southaike  Commiffioned  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty;  teft.  Capt.  Bant  IVT  Welftead  & Ml  Nicholfon. 

As  to  the  feverall  veffells  faid  to  come  from  Newfound 
Land  we  know  of  no  other  goods  they  brought  but  fifli  and 
traine  Oyle:  And  if  fuch  a quantity  of  Brandy  was  by  them 
Imported  as  Mr  Randolph  would  feem  to  Intimate  Doubt- 
lefs  it  would  be  defigned  for  merchandife : when  as  fom  of 
us  certainly  know  that  the  Laft  winter  we  could  not  get  a 
Cafe  of  French  Brandy  in  all  Bofton  for  our  mony;  teft. 
George  Nicholfon  Will.  Welfted  & Epaphras  Shrimpton. 

The  Barke  Elizabeth:  Caleb  Lamb  Matter  came  from 
Tarcera  to  Newhaven  in  Connefticott  Colony  and  from 
thence  to  Bofton:  teft.  Will.  Welfted. 

Andrew  Dolberry  brought  a Cleering  from  fome  Port  in 
England  which  he  fliewed  to  the  Governor : as  the  Governor 
declared  to  the  Councill. 

The  Ketch  Unity:  we  know  nothing  of,  but  if  fhee  came 
from  Penfilvania  the  goverment  there  were  concerned  to 
take  Bond  and  not  that  of  Bofton. 

The  two  fhips  faid  to  come  from  Jerfey  Cleared  at  Dart- 
mouth and  went  with  the  New  England  Fleet  under  Convoy 
from  Plymouth  : teft.  Capt.  Bant  and  M"  George  Nicholfon. 
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The  fhip  of  150  tunns  faid  to  goe  diredly  from  Holland 
to  New-London  in  Conne6licott  Colony  and  thence  to  Bar- 
bados we  know  nothing  of  but  are  Informed  that  no  fuch 
fhip  was  arrived  at  Barbados  when  the  Laft  fleet  came 
thence.  Teft.  Sam“  Turell. 

The  Ketch  George : Andrew  Eliott  matter  faid  to  come 
from  Newfound  Land  with  wine  oyle  and  Brandy  Sailed 
from  Penfilvania  not  from  Newfound  Land  to  Bofton : teft. 
Sanfl  Turell,  but  her  Loading  we  know  not. 

If  Rob*  Glanvill  be  gon  to  Virginia  and  Loads  there  And 
goe  from  thence  to  Scotland  we  conceive  that  will  not  affedl 
the  goverment  in  New  England  if  they  in  Virginia  fhould 
negledl  their  duty. 

The  feifure  of  the  fhip  Fortune  of  Courland  we  know  not. 
But  the  fhip  the  voyage  before  was  allowed  to  Load  at 
Bofton  by  S’"  Edmond  Andros.  And  after  the  Revolution 
coming  from  Barbados  againe  to  New  England : M*"  Shrimp- 
ton  defired  liberty  to  Load  her  as  before  but  the  Goverment 
would  not  allow  it  as  being  contrary  to  the  A€t  of  Trade. 
And  therefore  the  fhip  never  came  within  Command  but 
went  to  the  Bay  of  Campeach.  And  the  fuppofed  Tobacco 
was  provifions  for  her  voyage  thither,  teft.  Will.  Welfteed : 
Epaphras  Shrimpton. 

The  Ketch  Mayflower  Percival  Miller  mafter  brought  a 
Clearing  from  Beawmorris  which  he  fhewed  to  the  goveP  of 
Bofton. 

The  Pink  Endeavour  John  Brakenburg  mafter  her  Load- 
ing we  know  not.  Nor  whence  fhe  arrived  at  Bofton. 

The  Briganteen  Mary : Thomas  Carter  mafter  faid  to  goe 
from  Holland  diredlly  to  Bofton:  went  from  Holland  to 
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Dover  and  there  Cleared  and  from  thence  to  Bofton: 
Neither  was  John  Borland  in  the  faid  veffell : teft.  Capt. 
Bant:  Mr  Nicholfon. 

The  Salem  Ketch  alfo  Cleared  in  England  and  went  with 
the  New  England  fleet  from  Plymouth:  tefl:.  Capt.  Bant,  & 
George  Nicholfon. 

Will:  Clutterbuck  from  the  Canaries  his  fliip  and  Cargoe 
of  wine  was  under  a feifure  at  Bofton  in  Aprill  lafl;  in  order 
to  a tryall : teft : Will : Welfteed. 

The  Ketches  faid  to  be  upon  the  Coaft  from  the  Canaries 
if  arrived  are  doubtlefs  feifed  as  well  as  Clutterbuck. 

M*"  Dolberry  was  at  Bofton  in  Aprill  laft.  Notknowne  to 
be  preparing  for  any  voyag : therefore  not  likely  to  be  now 
at  Glafgow.  teft.  Will.  Welfteed. 

John  Lawfon  mafter  of  the  two  brothers  was  feifed  at 
Bilboa  as  bringing  thither  Contraband  goods  from  New 
England : which  was  occafioned  (as  is  faid)  by  M"  Randolphs 
Information  but  upon  more  ftrifl;  enquiry  no  fuch  matter 
appeared  and  the  fhip  and  fecurity  was  difmiffed ; teft.  M' 
Shrimpton  M‘‘  Murritt:  M*"  John  Ive,  M*'  Uflier. 

The  Ketch  Jonathan  went  from  Fyal  to  Holland  teft. 
Capt.  Bant. 

M"  Nelfons  Briganteen  was  in  Barbados  february  Laft;  teft. 
Sam”  Turell  and  if  flie  goe  to  Virginia  the  Officers  there,  and 
not  in  New  England  will  be  concerned  in  her  voyage  thence. 

Nathan  Stanbury  we  know  not  wither  gone.  Chriftopher 
Clarke  is  gone  to  Holland  to  be  mafter  of  a fliip  bound  to 
Surinam  and  thence  to  Holland  againe  in  the  employment 
to  M’’  Greenwood  of  London  a freeman  of  the  Surinam 
Company:  teft.  Will.  Harris. 
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The  Pinke  from  the  Straits  we  know  nothing  of,  neither 
is  it  Likely  the  Capt.  of  the  Caflle  fliould  know  w^  is  in  the 
fhip  as  fhe  paffes  by. 

Hides  have  been  brought  out  of  the  Weft  Indias  to  New 
England  and  thence  Shipped  for  England  which  we  humbly 
conceive  is  no  breach  of  the  a6t  of  trade. 

We  know  nothing  of  M"  Howards  tobacco  but  if  what  is 
afferted  be  true  how  can  that  and  many  other  of  M’’  Ran- 
dolphs Charges  afFed  the  Goverment  unlefs  Complaint  had 
been  made  to  them  And  afterwards  they  negledl  their  duty. 

By  w^  is  above  written  iP  evident  that  many  of  M*"  Ran- 
dolphs articles  in  his  acco^  are  fallacious  and  feverall  of  them 
moft  untrue  which  gives  us  caufe  to  thinke  the  reft  are  of 
the  fame  nature. 

all  of  which  is  humbly  fubmitted, 
vera  Henry  Ashurst,  Increase  Mather. 

copia  Elisha  Cooke.  Thomas  Oakes. 

New-England’s  Faction  Discovered;  or  A Brief  and 
True  Account  of  their  Persecution  of  the  Church 
OF  England;  the  Beginning  and  Progress  of  the  War 
WITH  THE  Indians  ; and  other  Late  Proceedings  there, 
in  a Letter  from  a Gentleman  of  that  Country  to  a 
Person  of  Quality.  Being  an  Answer  to  a most 

FALSE  AND  ScANDALOUS  PaMPHLET  LATELY  PUBLISHED; 

Intituled,  News  from  New  England,  &c. 

Andros  TraRs.,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  205,  1690. 

Honourable  Sir, 

Tho  I have  but  very  lately  advifed  you  of  my  Arrival,  and 
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given  you  fome  fhort  and  general  Account  of  the  State  and 
Circumftance  of  Affairs  in  New-E^tgland.,  at  the  time  I left 
the  place ; which  I thought  might  have  been  fufBcient,  until 
I fliould  have  the  Honour  to  wait  on  you  perfonally;  but 
having  had  the  view  of  a certain  Pamphlet  lately  Publifhed 
and  Intituled  News  from  New  England  &c.  pretending  to 
give  an  Account  of  the  Prefent  State  of  that  Country,  and 
finding  the  fame  fo  very  fidlitious,  falfe  and  fcandalous,  pub- 
lifhed out  of  a moft  wicked  defign  to  vilifie  and  traduce 
fome  Worthy  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  better  Friends  to 
our  Country,  than  ever  the  obfcure  Author  thereof  was, 
or  knows  how  to  be,  and  to  amufe  and  perplex  others:  I 
could  not  forbear  out  of  my  Zeal  for  truth,  and  the  love  and 
value  I have  for  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  my  Country,  to 
give  you  the  trouble  of  this  Letter,  to  difcover  the  falfenefs 
of  the  pretended  News,  and  the  bafenefs  and  ignorance  of 
the  Author;  who  without  great  difficulty  may  eafily  be 
gueffed  at,  and  known  by  his  fruits. 

And  therefore  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  acquaint  you,  that 
about  two  years  fince,  one  Mr./.  M,  pretended  Teacher  of 
the  Gofpel  in  Bojion,  privately  left  that  place  and  came  for 
London,  where  of  his  own  authority,  he  fet  up  to  be  an 
Agent  for  the  Country,  and  ufed  all  the  art  and  fubtilty  he 
could,  during  the  Reign  of  King  James,  to  indear  the  fame 
into  the  affe6lion  of  F.  Peters,  Mr.  Bre^it  and  Nevil  Pain^ 
undertaking  as  well  for  himfelf  as  us  to  fubfcribe  to  the 
taking  off  the  Penal  Laws  and  Tefts,  to  fupport  the  Difpenf- 
ing  Power,  and  to  fatisfie  his  own  malice  and  prejudice 
(without  any  ground  or  reafon)  conceived  againft  the  then 
Government  of  New-England. 
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This  Man,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  mofl  fober  and  confid- 
erate  Men  when  I left  New- England^  fo  I may  very  jullly 
term  the  Author  and  Promoter  of  all  our  miferies,  founded 
upon  apparent  and  wittingly  devifed  Lyes  and  Calumnies, 
carried  on  under  pretence  of  Zeal  and  Piety,  infinuated  into, 
and  impofed  upon  many  of  the  common  People,  hurrying 
them  into  mifchiefs  and  inconveniences  now  fufficiently 
feen,  felt,  and  repented  of ; Him  therefore,  I will  conclude 
the  author  of  the  before-mentioned  Pamphlet ; the  falfities 
whereof  I fhall  now  plainly  and  briefly  deteft,  to  prevent 
your  felf  and  others  being  impofed  upon  by  him,  as  many  of 
my  Countrymen  and  others  have  too  lately  been. 

And  in  the  firfl:  place  I cannot  omit  to  take  notice  of  his 
pofltive  confidence  to  charge  a Commifflon  granted  in  due 
form  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  for  the  Government 
of  one  of  Their  Majefties  Plantations,  Illegal  and  Arbitrary; 
and  that  Government  a Tyranny,  which  was  by  virtue 
thereof  exercifed  with  a thoufand  times  more  juflice  and 
lenity,  than  when  under  the  pretended  Charter,  Adminiflra- 
tion  or  Commonwealth  Difcipline,  without  any  Authority 
for  the  fame  whatfoever;  if  the  Author  had  been  but  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  Law,  as  he  was  with  the  Declaration  he 
refers  to  (and  no  doubt  was  the  firfl;  contriver  of)  he  would 
have  been  of  another  judgment,  or  at  leafi:  have  conceal’d  it 
until  the  Opinion  of  his  Superiors  had  been  given  therein. 

2.  That  the  War  with  the  Indians  was  begun,  as  the 
Author  there  relates,  or  that  it  was  ever  affirmed  by  the 
Indians,  that  they  were  encouraged  thereto  by  Sir  is 

wholly  falfe  ; for  in  the  Summer  1688,  when  Sir  E.  A,  went 
to  receive  and  fettle  the  Province  of  New-York,  then  an- 
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nexed  under  his  Government,  it  fo  happened,  that  a Party 
of  about  Nine  French  Indians  fell  upon  an  Indian  Planta- 
tion at  a place  called  SpeFacle  pond  near  Springfield  on 
Conneflicott  River,  and  kill’d  and  carried]  away  about  Nine 
India^is,  and  after  coming  to  a fmall  Village  on  that  River 
called  Northfield,  they  killed  fix  Chriftians,  and  being  pur- 
fued,  fled ; the  noife  of  thefe  Murthers  foon  fpread  through- 
out the  Country,  and  notice  was  given  thereof  to  all  the 
Frontier  or  Out-parts,  advifmg  them  to  be  vigilant  and 
careful  to  prevent  Surprize  by  any  ftrange  or  fufpefted  Ft- 
dians ; and  foon  after  this  news  came  to  Saco,  (a  Town  and 
River  in  the  Province  of  Maine  above  three  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  the  places  before-named,  called  by  that  name) 
Five  Indian  Men  and  Sixteen  Women  and  Children  who  had 
always  lived  and  planted  on  that  River  were  feized  on,  and 
fent  by  Water  to  Bojion,  fome  of  whom  were  fo  old  and  feeble 
that  they  were  forced  to  be  carried  when  afliore,  on  others 
backs.  On  their  arrival  at  Bojion,  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  thofe  of  the  Council  there,  examined  into  the  caufe  of 
feizing  thofe  Indians  and  fending  them  thither ; but  finding 
that  no  Caufe  was  fent  with  them,  nor  any  ground  or  reafon 
to  hold  them  in  Cufiody,  they  returned  them  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  came,  to  be  fet  at  liberty ; but  before  they 
arrived  there,  the  Englifh  near  thofe  parts  were  got  to  their 
Arms  and  Garrifons : Other  Indians  of  Ambrofcoggen  and 
Kenebeque  River,  hearing  that  thofe  of  Saco  were  feized  and 
fent  away,  forthwith  furprifed  as  many  of  the  Englijh  in 
Cajcobay  and  Kenebeque  River,  faying,  they  intended  no 
harm,  but  would  keep  them  until  the  Indians  returned: 
Upon  the  Arrival  of  the  returned  Indians,  they  were  fent 

unto. 
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unto,  and  a day  and  place  agreed  upon  when  both  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  Indians  were  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  all  to  be  com- 
pofed ; but  the  Indians  not  coming  at  the  time  appointed, 
the  Englijh  waited  not  for  them,  but  were  not  long  gone  ere 
they  came,  and  by  an  Englijlt  Man  and  two  Indians,  fent  a 
Letter  to  the  next  Garifon,  importing  their  readinefs  to 
deliver  up  the  Englijh,  and  to  make  fatisfaclion  for  any  hurt 
or  fpoil  done  by  them  ; who  from  that  Garifon  were  Fired 
upon  and  ill  treated,  and  not  feeing  how  what  they  expedied 
could  be  anfwered,  fome  of  them  difcover’d  other  Engljh 
men  on  a Neck  of  Land  near  the  place  appointed  to 
meet  at,  and  endeavouring  to  feize  fome  of  them,  were  en- 
gaged in  a Skirmifli  where  five  of  the  Englijh  were  killed 
and  feveral  of  the  Indians  wounded,  who  prefently  after  in  a 
rage  killed  two  of  the  Engljh  captives. 

In  this  manner,  and  no  other  was  the  War  begun;  where- 
upon two  Troops  of  Soldiers  were  raifed,  and  fent  to  the  afiifl- 
ance  of  thofe  parts  againft  the  Indians,  with  Provifion  and 
Ammunition  neceffary  by  thofe  of  the  Council  at  Bojlon,  and 
the  Indians  firft  mentioned  to  be  taken,  were  again  fent  back 
and  Imprifoned;  and  all  in  the  abfence  of  Sir  E.  A.  Upon 
his  arrival  at  Bojlon  and  being  informed  of  the  above,  and 
that  fuch  Indians  were  in  Prifon,  a Committee  of  the  Council 
was  appointed  to  examine  and  fee  what  Grounds  or  Caufe 
there  was  for  their  Commitment  or  Detainer ; and  the  Com- 
mittee reporting  they  could  find  none,  thofe  Indians  were  by 
order  of  Council  fet  at  liberty,  to  be  fent  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  were  brought  if  they  defired  it;  As  for  the  mif- 
chief  faid  to  be  fuftained  by  the  Inhabitants  there,  it  cannot 
be  imputed  to  thofe  Indians,  for  it  was  either  done  while 
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they  were  in  cuflody,  or  lince  the  Rebellion  and  Subverfion 
over  the  Government,  from  whence  begins  the  date  of  our 
Miferies;  and  I have  juft  reafon  to  believe,  the  Author  was 
too  far  concerned  therein,  as  is  evident  by  his  diredting  of 
his  Letters  to  Simon  Broadjireet,  Efq :,  Governor  of  the 
Maffathufets  &c,  before  it  was  poffible  for  him  to  know 
that  he  was  fo,  or  could  have  any  ground  to  believe  he 
would  be,  unlefs  he  had  contrived  or  diredted  it. 

3.  There  was  no  endeavours  ufed  to  keep  the  People 
ignorant  of  affairs  in  England,  nor  were  any  Imprifoned  for 
difpeiTing  the  Prince’s  Declaration ; which  was  never  pub- 
lickly  feen  or  known  to  be  in  New^ England,  till  fome  time 
after  the  Infurredlion.  Tho  I have  heard,  that  one  Winjlow 
arriving  at  Bojion  from  Nevis,  about  the  beginning  of  April 
1688,  and  pretending  to  fhew  to  feveral  perfons  a Written 
Copy  of  the  faid  Declaration,  was  fent  for  before  a Juftice, 
and  being  examined  about  the  faid  writing,  denyed  he  had 
any  fuch  thing ; and  behaving  himfelf  contemptuoufly,  he 
was  committed  to  Prifon  ; and  the  next  Morning  producing 
the  fame  paper  to  the  Juftice,  he  was  difcharged  without 
any  further  trouble  or  proceeding ; and  this  was  all  that  was 
adfed  in  New-England,  relating  to  the  Prince  of  Orange s 
Declaration  ; fo  that  there  was  no  grounds  or  reafons  to  ftir 
up  the  People  to  Sedition,  but  only  the  ambitious  defires 
and  wicked  inclinations  of  their  former  Popular  Magiftrates 
and  Members,  to  fet  up  their  old  Arbitrary  Commonwealth 
Government,  that  freeing  themfelves  from  the  Authority  of 
England,  they  might  without  fear  of  punifhment,  break  all 
the  Laws  made  for  the  encouragement  and  increafe  of  the 
Navigation  of  Erigland,  and  regulating  and  fecuring  the 
VOL.  V.  — 8 Plantation 
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Plantation  Trade,  as  is  fufficiently  evident  by  the  feveral 
Veffels  fince  arrived  from  Holland,  Scotland,  Newfoundland, 
and  other  places  prohibited  by  the  A6ls  of  Trade  and 
Navigation. 

And  that  fuch  was  their  defign,  to  rend  themfelves  from 
the  Crown  of  England,  will  appear  by  the  free  and  open 
confeffion  of  fome  well  knowing  in  that  Confpiracy ; who 
have  fince  declared  (before  Witneffes  of  undenyable  truth 
now  here  in  England)  that  the  defign  of  feizing  upon  Sir 
E,  A,  and  fubverting  Kingly  Government  in  New-Englafzd 
had  long  been  contrived  and  refolved  on,  and  was  to  have 
been  done  the  beginning  of  January  1688;  and  that  thofe 
concerned  in  the  late  Revolution  were  then  to  have  adled 
the  like  parts,  at  which  time  there  was  no  account  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  s intention  of  coming  into  England  known 
in  that  Land. 

4.  It  cannot  be  faid  that  ever  any  unlawful  Levies  of 
Money  were  made  upon  the  Subject  under  the  Government 
of  Sir  E.  A,,  for  all  that  was  raifed  in  his  time  was  by  virtue 
of  a Law  made  and  pra6tifed  for  about  Fifty  Years  before, 
which  was  continued  and  confirmed  by  exprefs  command 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  for  fupport  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  but  a Rate  of  one  Penny  in  the  Pound, 
to  be  annually  collected  by  Warrant  from  the  Treafurer; 
which  thofe  who  lately  affumed  the  Government  have  fo  far 
exceeded,  that  for  about  Six  Months  management,  they  have 
caufed  feven  Rates  and  an  half  to  be  levied;  and  I have 
fince  advice  that  they  have  ordered  Ten  Rates  more  to  be 
exacted. 

5.  By  the  Adings  and  Proceedings  of  thefe  New-England 

Reformers, 
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Reformers,  it  is  eafily  to  be  feen,  what  regard  they  had  to 
Religion,  Liberty  and  Property ; having  now  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  themfelves  Perfecutors  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  they  had  before  been  of  all  others  that  did  not 
comply  with  their  Independency,  whom  they  punifhed  with 
Fines,  Imprifonment,  Stripes,  Banifhment  and  Death  ; and 
all  for  matters  of  meer  Confcience  and  Religion  only : The 
Church  of  England,  altho  commanded  to  be  particularly 
countenanced  and  encouraged,  was  wholly  deflitute  of  a 
place  to  perform  Divine  Service  in,  until  Sir  E.  A,  by  advice 
of  the  Council,  borrowed  the  new  Meeting-houfe  in  Bojloft 
for  them,  at  fuch  times  when  others  made  no  ufe  of  it,  and 
afterwards  promoted  and  encouraged  the  building  of  a New 
Church  for  that  Congregation,  to  avoid  all  manner  of  Offence 
to  their  diffenting  Neighbors,  which  was  foon  compleated  and 
finifhed  at  the  particular  charge  of  thofe  of  the  Church  of 
England ; whofe  number  daily  increafing,  they  became  the 
enemy  as  well  as  hatred  of  their  Adverfaries,  who  by  all 
ways  and  means  possible,  as  well  in  their  Pulpits  as  private 
Difcourfe,  endeavour’d  to  afperfe,  calumniate,  and  defame 
them  ; and  fo  far  did  their  malice  and  bigotry  prevail,  that 
fome  of  them  openly  and  publickly  hindered  and  obftrufted 
the  Minifter  in  the  performance  of  the  funeral  Rites,  to 
fuch  as  had  lived  and  dyed  in  the  Communion  of  the 
Church  of  England : And  a moft  fcandalous  Pamphlet  was 
foon  after  Printed  and  Publifhed  by  Cotton  Mather,  Son  of 
the  before  mentioned  J.  M.  intituled  “ the  unlawfulnefs  of 
the  Common-prayer  Worfhip  ” wherein  he  affirms  and  labours 
to  prove  the  fame  to  be  both  Popery  and  Idolatry;  and 
feveral  fcandalous  Libels  both  againfl:  the  Church  and  Gov- 
ernment, 
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ernment,  were  fpread  and  fcattered  up  and  down  the  Coun- 
try, infmuating  into  the  Common  People,  that  the  Governor 
and  all  of  the  Church  of  England  were  Papifts  and  Idola- 
ters, and  to  flir  them  up  to  Fadlion  and  Rebellion,  for  which 
the  faid  Cotton  Mather  and  others  were  bound  over  to  an- 
fwer  according  to  Law,  but  was  fuperfeded  by  their  Infur- 
recfion.  And  the  Juftices  having  iffued  their  Warrant  for 
the  obfervation  of  the  30M  of  January  purfuant  to  Statute, 
the  fame  was  called  in  and  fuppreffed  by  Captain  Waite 
Winthrop,  one  of  the  Council,  who  in  the  Commotion  ap- 
peared the  chief  Man  and  Head  of  the  Faffion  againft  the 
Government,  which  he  twice  fwore  to  maintain  and  fupport, 
and  tho  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  moft  of  the  Principal 
Officers  in  the  Government  were  of  the  Independent  and 
Prefbyterian  Party,  yet  their  malice  and  fury  was  not  fliewn 
to  any  of  them,  but  only  ufed  and  exercifed  againft  thofe  of 
the  Church  of  E^igland,  whom  (as  well  the  Governor  as  other 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  principal  Members  of  that 
Church)  they  feized  and  moft  barbaroufly  Imprifoned. 

The  Church  itfelf  had  great  difficulty  to  withftand  their 
fury,  receiving  the  marks  of  their  indignation  and  fcorn,  by 
having  the  Windows  broke  to  pieces,  and  the  Doors  and 
Walls  daubed  and  defiled  with  dung  and  other  filth,  in  the 
rudeft  and  bafeft  manner  imaginable,  and  the  Minifter  for 
his  fafety  was  forced  to  leave  the  Country  and  his  Congre- 
gation and  go  for  England ; the  Perfons  Imprifoned  were 
kept  and  detained  without  any  Warrant,  Mittimus  or  caufe 
fliewn,  and  feveral  of  them  had  their  Offices  and  Houfes 
broke  open,  their  Goods  and  Eftates  taken  away,  fpoiled  and 
embezelled : and  when  application  was  made  to  the  new 
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affiimed  Authority,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Aft,  and  other  Laws  made  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjeft 
and  fecurity  of  their  Property,  the  fame  was  denyed  with  this 
reafon  given  amongfl  others  afterv/ards  there  publiflied  in 
Print;  that  till  the  unhappy  time  of  Sir  Edmund's  Govern- 
ment, the  Laws  of  England  were  never  ufed,  nor  any  Habeas 
Corpus  granted  in  New-England,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
expefted  then  ; and  about  Ten  Weeks  after  their  Confine- 
ment, feveral  of  the  Chief  Officers  were  by  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  voted  not  bailable,  for  no  other  caufe  or 
pretended  Crimes  than  for  being  imployed  by  the  Crown, 
having  therein  fo  faithfully  and  truly  behaved  themfelves 
that  none  could  juflly  lay  any  Crime  to  their  Charge. 

By  this  means  many  fuffered  Ten  Months  Imprifonment 
and  others  lefs,  being  turn’d  in  and  out  of  Goal  as  the  Arbi- 
trary pleafure  of  their  New  Rulers  fhould  be  verbally  known. 
In  their  new  Erefted  Courts  they  have  publickly  declared 
they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Laws  of  E^tgland.,  and  fev- 
eral of  Their  Majefties  Subjefts  have  not  only  been  Fined 
and  Imprifoned  by  the  Arbitrary  Will  of  the  Magiftrates 
without  any  lawful  Tryal  by  a Jury  of  their  Peers  as  the 
Laws  of  the  Land  direft,  but  for  pretended  Crimes,  fen- 
tenced  to  Death,  without  any  lawful  Authority  or  Legal 
Form  of  proceedings,  and  fome  of  them  Executed. 

6.  It  is  very  true,  that  fince  the  Imprifonment  of  the 
Governor  and  alteration  of  the  Government  in  New-Eng- 
land^  the  whole  County  of  Cornwall,  great  part  of  the 
Province  of  Maine,  and  part  of  the  province  of  New-hamp- 
JJiirey  are  over-run  and  deftroyed  by  the  Indians ; but  the 
occafion  thereof  has  been  by  that  Infurreftion,  and  the 

withdrawing 


62 


Rdward  Randolph. 

withdrawing  of  the  Forces  left  in  thofe  Parts  by  Sir  E,  A, 
and  deferting  the  Garifons  there,  which  was  alfo  the  lofs 
of  the  Fort  at  Pemaquiddind.  above  three  Hundred  of  His 
Majefty’s  Subjects  there;  and,  notwithflanding  the  Malice 
of  the  Author,  cannot  be  the  leaft  imputation  on  Sir  E,  A.., 
who  during  the  time  of  his  Government  kept  the  whole 
Dominion  from  injury,  fave  what  was  done  at  firfl;  by  fur- 
prizal ; as  by  every  honeft  man  will  be  confeffed ; for  what 
was  done  in  releafing  the  Indians  before  mentioned  was  not 
an  A6t  of  Favour  but  Juflice,  nor  done  by  him  alone  but 
with  advice  of  the  Council,  and  I can  fee  no  reafon  why 
either  Indians  or  Englijh  fhould  be  Imprifoned  or  Re- 
ftrained  of  their  Liberty  without  fufficient  caufe,  or  why  if 
one  Indian  commits  an  Offence,  all  must  be  blamed  or  pun- 
ifhed  for  it,  tho  they  are  things  fo  often  ufed  and  pradfifed 
by  our  old  Charters  in  New-England. 

Neither  were  the  numbers  or  quality  of  thofe  Indians 
capable  of  doing  fuch  mifchief,  tho  the  follies  and  madnefs 
of  the  People  fmce  the  Revolution  have  encouraged  and 
provoked  many  to  be  their  Enemies,  and  increafed  their 
numbers,  and  no  doubt  given  the  French  fair  advantages  to 
come  into  their  affiflance. 

The  Fort  at  Pemaquid  was  burnt  by  the  Indians,  and  the 
Guns  fometime  after  fetched  from  thence,  by  fome  of  the 
P'orces  fent  from  Bojlon  and  brought  thither  by  them,  fo 
that  what  is  mentioned  about  the  Dutch  Privateer  is  wholly 
falfe. 

7.  As  to  the  pretended  bloody  Fight  faid  to  be  between 
the  Englijh  "sccid.  Indians J\\.  only  after  this  manner:  A 

Party  of  about  three  hundred  Englijh  and  Friend  Indians, 
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under  the  Command  of  Captain  Benjamin  Church.,  being 
over-night  landed  at  a Town  called  Falmouth  in  Cafcobay,  in 
the  Province  of  Maine,  the  next  Morning  early,  a Party  of 
Indians  of  about  two  hundred  came  to  attack  that  place, 
who  meeting  with  Anthony  Brackett  and  his  two  Sons 
going  to  his  Farm  a little  diftant  from  the  Town,  they  Fired 
and  Killed  them,  and  by  that  alarmed  the  place ; and  there- 
upon a Party  was  fent  to  difcover,  who  advifed  what  they 
were,  and  that  they  were  very  near  the  Town  ; the  whole  num- 
ber of  Men  being  all  called  together  had  Ammunition  deliv- 
ered to  them,  but  by  reafon  of  the  unfizablenefs  of  their  Guns 
and  Shot,  they  were  forced  to  beat  their  Bullets  into  Slugs, 
which  made  it  late  before  they  could  March  to  the  Enemy, 
who  in  the  meantime  had  the  opportunity  to  pofl  them- 
felves  advantageoufly  behind  Fences,  Hedges,  Old-Trees, 
&c.  and  in  that  manner  they  engaged  ; and  after  about  two 
hours  difpute  the  Indians  retreated  into  a fmall  fwamp,  and 
our  Forces  left  them  with  the  lofs  of  Eleven  men  and  Seven 
wounded,  of  which  Five  after  dyed ; but  it  was  not  known 
that  one  Indian  was  killed : and  this  is  all  we  can  brag  of  in 
that  Service,  which  was  only  fortunate  in  that  the  Forces 
were  there  when  the  Indians  came  to  attack  the  Place, 
which  elfe  probably  they  would  have  carried ; tho  it’s  be- 
lieved had  our  Forces  been  ready  to  have  attacked  and  pur- 
fued  the  Enemy,  fome  greater  advantage  might  have  been 
gained ; but  by  late  Advice  I am  informed  that  Place  is  alfo 
deferted. 

There  is  little  dependence  on  thofe  we  call  our  Friend 
Indians,  for  they  are  as  great  Strangers  in  the  Eaftern 
Country  as  the  Englijh,  and  will  not  travel  or  venture  far- 
ther 
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ther  than  they,  tho  being  ufed  to  the  Woods,  may  be  quicker 
fighted  to  difcover  the  Enemy.  You  may  perceive  the  fiery 
Zeal  of  the  Author  and  his  Correfpondent,  who  will  not 
admit  of  a Charitable  Expreffion  or  Charafler  of  his  fuffer- 
ing  Neighbours,  but  after  they  have  been  the  caufe  of  all 
their  Miferies  and  Ruine,  muft  expedl  no  other  comfort  from 
them  than  to  be  accounted  and  termed  Heathenifh  Englijh 
Plantation  ; for  which  I cannot  conceive  any  reafon,  unlefs 
that  many  in  thofe  parts  have  been  differently  educated  from 
thofe  of  Bojlon,  and  are  of  the  Church  of  Eiigland,  whofe 
Forefathers  for  that  Caufe  only  were  forced  to  remove  fo  far 
to  efcape  the  lafh  of  their  Perfecutors  in  the  Majfathufets 
Colony. 

8.  We  have  no  reafon  to  brag  of  our  Armies  Purfuit  after 
the  Enemy,  for  it  was  never  known  that  any  Party  laft 
Summer  went  twenty  Miles  from  our  Settlements  (or  Place 
where  they  had  done  us  mifchief)  after  them,  neither  accord- 
ing to  the  methods  taken  would  it  avail  if  they  had ; for  tho 
they  knew  the  Indians  are  in  Arms,  and  taking  all  the  Op- 
portunities to  attack  and  deffcroy  them,  yet  no  fuitable  Pro- 
vifion  was  made  for  our  out-Towns  and  Frontiers  for  their 
Security  and  Defence ; but  after  Advice  given  to  Bojion  of 
a Town  or  Settlement  being  burn’d  and  deflroyed,  in  about 
a Fortnights  time  an  Army  or  Party  of  about  two  or  three 
hundred  Men  would  be  font  to  the  Place  to  foe  if  it  were  true 
or  not,  and  whether  the  Indians  did  not  ftay  for  their  coming ; 
which  Army  of  ours  ufually  abide  thereabouts  till  they  have 
eaten  and  confumed  what  ftock  of  Cattle  or  Sheep  the  In- 
dians had  left,  and  then  return  home  again. 

That  any  Captives,  efoaped  from  the  Indians,  affirm  that 
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the  Indians  fay  they  are  encouraged  by  fome  Gentlemen  in 
Bojlon  vigoroufly  to  profecute  the  War,  is  mere  Invention 
and  a moft  falfe  and  groundlefs  Imputation,  unlefs  by  fuch 
Gentlemen  in  Bolton  are  meant  Fojler  and  Waterhoufe,  two 
of  their  own  Party,  who  being  of  the  Confpiracy  to  fubvert 
the  Government,  fometime  in  March,  about  a month  before 
the  fame  was  put  in  Execution,  loaded  a Brigantine  with  Pro- 
vifion  and  Ammunition  at  Bojlon,  and  entered  her  for  Ber- 
mudoes,  but  fent  her  to  the  Eaftward  amongft  the  French 
and  Indians,  then  in  aftual  War  with  us,  and  furnifhed  and 
fupplied  them  therewith,  when  the  Governor  and  the  Forces 
were  out  againft  them  and  had  reduced  them  to  the  greateft 
want  and  neceffity  both  for  Provifion  and  Ammunition  ; 
and  foon  after  the  Revolution  that  Veffel  returned  from 
thofe  Parts  with  her  Loading  of  Bever  and  Peltry,  which 
was  publickly  known  and  talked,  but  no  notice  taken 
thereof,  the  grievous  effedfs  of  which  the  Country  well 
knows,  and  are  very  fenfible  thereof. 

The  two  Captives  that  laft  efcaped  and  came  to  Bojlon, 
related,  that  by  the  Service  done  by  Sir  E,  A.,  the  lafl  Win- 
ter was  Twelve-months,  againft  the  Indians,  they  were 
reduced  to  that  neceffity  both  for  Ammunition  and  Pro- 
vifion, that  in  the  Spring  following  they  refolved  to  come  in 
and  furrender  themfelves  at  Mercy,  which  they  no  doubt 
had  done  accordingly,  if  the  Revolution  at  Bojlon  had  not 
happened,  the  Forces  being  drawn  off  from  the  Eaftern 
Parts,  Garrifons  deferted,  and  they  fupplied  with  Ammuni- 
tion and  Provifion  from  B0JI071,  which  was  the  only  encour- 
agement they  had  to  renew  and  continue  the  War  upon  us, 
and  has  much  increafed  the  Numbers  of  our  Enemies. 
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T’is  true  the  Mohawks  (tho  a fmall)  are  a warlike  Nation, 
and  have  been  long  Enemies  to  the  French  in  Canada.,  and 
now  in  War  with  them  ; but  that  no  ways  affedls  us  in  New- 
England  any  otherwife  than  as  it  is  fome  Diverfion  to  the 
Freeze h ; for  thofe  Indians  that  war  againft  us  are  in  a 
diredl  oppofite  part  of  the  Country,  remote  from  them,  and 
can  be  fupplied  from  Canada.,  Port-Royal,  and  Nova  Scotia, 
altho  thofe  Mohawks  endeavour  to  obflrudl  it ; and  I could 
never  hear  any  Offer  made  by  them  to  that  purpofe,  or  that 
they  would  engage  againft  our  Enemies,  for  we  never  had 
any  Acquaintance  or  Correfpondency  with  them,  to  in- 
fluence them  to  our  Afflflance,  they  being  very  remote  from 
Bojion,  and  always  under  the  Government  of  New-Yorh, 
but  I have  been  informed  by  Letters  from  Perfons  of  good 
credit  at  Albany,  that  when  the  Agents  fent  from  Bojion  to 
treat  with  the  Mohawks  and  renew  their  Peace  and  Friend- 
fliip  with  them  and  defire  their  Afliftance,  propofed  the 
fame,  the  Mohawks  replied,  That  it  was  unneceffary  for  them 
to  come  fo  far  to  renew  their  Peace,  fmee  it  was  to  the  In- 
dians  Knowledge  there  had  been  no  War  between  them, 
and  that  they  had  not  only  by  Words  but  by  Aftion  mani- 
fefted  their  good  Heart  to  the  Englijh,  particularly  to  New- 
England,  flnee  they  had  by  means  of  the  Government  of 
New-York  engaged  themfelves  in  the  lafl:  Indian  War  for 
their  Interefl,  againft  the  Indians  their  Enemies,  by  which 
much  Chriftian  blood  was  faved,  altho  but  little  notice  of 
their  Service  has  been  taken  by  thofe  who  had  the  benefit 
thereof:  that  they  were  then  in  War  againft  the  French,  and 
would  not  increafe  the  number  of  their  Enemies,  until  they 
certainly  knew  that  thofe  Eaftern  Indians  affifted  the  French 
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againft  them.  This  is  the  fum  and  truth  of  that  Negotia- 
tion which  coft  us  above  four  hundred  Pounds  Expence  ; 
and  what  Advantage  or  Credit  we  are  likely  to  get  thereby, 
all  Men  may  judge. 

We  of  New- England  (I  find)  are  too  apt  to  boafi:  of  what 
we  neither  underfland  nor  have  any  aflurance  of,  and  build 
too  much  on  miftaken  Notions  and  falfe  Grounds,  as  in  this 
Cafe  of  the  Indians. 

9.  The  Story  about  the  Mohawks,  Jefuits,  and  Eclipfe  of 
the  Sun,  has  not  been  heard  of  or  adled  in  any  part  of  Nezv- 
England,  but,  as  I am  informed,  is  an  old  Story  taken  out  of 
fome  Hiftory  of  the  Spanifh  Indies,  and  only  inferted  by  the 
Author  to  enlarge  his  flrange  News,  and  fill  up  his  Paper. 

But  it  muft  be  admitted  that  with  thofe  Mohawks  and 
other  Indians  feveral  French  Priefis  and  Jefuits  have  dwelt 
and  inhabited,  and  endeavoured  to  propagate  their  Religion 
amongft  them,  which  is  more  than  any  of  our  Engli/h 
Priefis  or  Teachers  have  done;  for  altho  by  the  Piety  of  our 
Forefathers  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  have  been  given, 
and  a Corporation  eredfed  for  the  Evangelizing  of  the  In- 
dians in  New-England,  a very  fmall  progrefs  hath  been 
hitherto  made  therein  ; and  now  fcarce  any  Endeavours  or 
proper  Means  ufed  at  all  for  their  Converfion,  the  large 
Sums  of  Money  are  annually  fent  over  and  difpofed  of 
amongfi  the  Brotherhood  on  that  pretence,  which  the  Gov- 
ernment or  thofe  chiefly  concerned  therein,  would  do  well  to 
enquire  after,  now  there  are  fo  many  of  that  Country  here, 
capable  to  give  an  Account  thereof,  that  fo  good  and  pious 
an  Undertaking  may  be  neither  negledled  nor  perverted. 

10.  It  is  too  true,  that  great  Devafiations  have  been  made 
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in  N ezv- England  hj  the  Indians  fmce  the  Revolution  there,* 
which  thofe  that  fubverted  their  Majefties  Government  haue 
been  and  are  the  foie  occafion  of ; and  that  the  Fort  of 
Pemaquid,  a confiderable  Frontier  next  the  French,  hath 
been  taken,  the  whole  County  of  Cornwal,  greateft  part  of 
the  Province  of  Maine,  and  a part  of  the  Province  of  Hamp- 
/hire,  are  deftroyed  and  deferted,  befides  other  Mifchiefs  in 
the  MaJJathufets  Colony  within  thirty  miles  of  Bofion  ; the 
lofs  and  damage  of  all  which  when  I left  New-England,  was 
not  computed  at  lefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand  Pounds, 
befides  the  lofs  of  above  three  hundred  of  their  Majefties 
Subjedls,  and  the  whole  Fifh,  Maft  and  Lumber  Trade,  and 
all  Out-parts  forced  to  Garrifons. 

But  that  fo  confiderable  a Force  (as  is  pretended)  was  fent 
out  againft  the  faid  Indians  is  a Mifinformation ; for  there 
was  not  one  Man  fent  from  Conne6licott  laft  Summer,  nor 
had  they  refolved  to  be  concerned  in  the  War,  tho  much 
perfuaded  thereto  by  thofe  of  the  MaJ/athufets : and  when  I 
left  thofe  Parts  and  for  fome  Months  before,  there  was  not  a 
Soldier  out;  and  they  have  reafon  enough  to  apprehend  an 
Attack  from  the  French  as  well  as  the  Indians,  in  the  Spring, 
fo  foon  as  the  Rivers  are  open  and  the  Snow  of  the  Ground ; 
which  by  their  present  ill  Management,  want  of  Authority, 
and  the  many  Divifions  amongft  them)  they  will  not  be  in 
a pofture  to  refift,  nor  to  defend  and  fecure  themfelves  and 
Country. 

II.  I did  hear  before  I left  New-England,  that  about 
fixty  Men  were  ordered  to  march  for  Albany  from  the 
feveral  Towns  on  ConneBicotl  \ but  whether  they  were 
to  affift  thofe  of  Albany  againft  the  French,  or  to  reduce 
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them  under  the  Subjedion  of  that  Rebel  Lejlier  (who  by 
the  evil  Infligation  of  thofe  of  Bojlon  and  Connen:icott  had 
ufurped  the  Government  of  New-York,  which  thofe  of  Al~ 
bany  always  refufed  to  fubmit  to,  but  continued  as  they 
were)  was  a great  Queffion,  and  can  only  be  known  by  their 
Fruits  and  Service. 

The  bafe  imputation,  which  the  unworthy  Author  of  the 
fcurrilous  Paper  would  call  on  Sir  E.  A,  and  other  Perfons 
concerned  in  Their  Majefties  Government,  I think  are  not 
worth  my  taking  any  particular  notice  of,  fince  both  his  and 
their  Adlions  do  plainly  fhew  them  of  whom  he  fo  fpeaks  to 
be  Faithful  and  Loyal  Subjedls:  And  from  the  whole  fcope 
of  proceedings  in  New-E^igland  it  is  moft  plain  that  the  late 
Subverters  of  the  Government  had  no  manner  of  regard  to 
their  Majefties  Interefl  or  Service,  but  when  they  had  as  far 
as  poffible  ruined  and  deflroyed  the  fame,  thought  them- 
felves  obliged  to  endeavour  their  own  Security  and  Preferva- 
tion,  which  of  His  Majefty  doth  not  fpeedily  help  by  fettling 
of  the  Government  and  giving  them  further  affiflance  from 
hence,  they  are  not  in  a condition  to  maintain,  but  will 
endanger  the  lofs  of  the  whole  Country.  As  is  evident  by 
the  further  late  advice  we  have  of  the  French  and  Indians 
IncuiTions  upon  thofe  parts,  the  lofs  of  SchencEade  a confid- 
erable  frontier  Town  near  Albany^  and  of  feveral  fettlements 
on  Pifcataqua  River,  with  about  two  hundred  more  of  Their 
Majefties  Subjects  killed  and  carried  away  Captives,  and  the 
feveral  other  Parties  of  French  and  India^is  we  hear  are  out, 
defigned  to  fall  on  other  parts  of  that  Country,  and  feared 
in  Albany  it  felt. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  true  tho  miferable  Condition  of  that 
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Country,  as  can  particularly  be  made  [to]  appear  whenever 
it  fliall  be  inquired  into,  and  muft  pray  your  Affiftance  to 
endeavour  a Redrefs  of  its  prefent  inconveniences,  and  that 
we  may  obtain  their  Majefly’s  favour  for  a happy  fettlement, 
that  fo  confiderable  a Dominion  on  the  profperity  of  which 
depends  the  Welfare  of  their  Majefty’s  other  Weji-India 
Plantations,  may  not  be  ruined  and  deftroyed  for  Want  of 
their  Gracious  Protedlion.  Begging  your  Pardon  for  this 
tedious  difcourfe,  I prefume  to  fubfcribe  my  felf 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  Moft  Humble  Servant, 

C.  D. 

London : Printed  for  J*  Hindmarjk  at  the  Sign  of  the  Golden  Bull,  over 
againfl  the  Royal  Exchange  in  Cornhill,  1690. 


Randolph  to  Blathwayt. 


state  Papers^  Board  of^Trade^  New  England^  Vol.  5,  p.  494, 


Aprill  25^^!  1691. 

Sr 

Jufl  now  1 haue  advife  that  Mr  William  Rafford  a Con- 
fiderable  Merc!  & a trader  to  New  England  has  a full  ac- 
count of  the  ftate  of  that  Country  & can  Offer  to  their 
Lordf?^  the  Reafons  he  has  received  from  Mr  Tippett  one  of 
the  fubfcribers  to  the  Addreffe:  & will  appeare  if  Sum- 
moned. pray  lett  his  Name  be  inferted  in  y®  Summons  he 
Hues  now  in  Bow  lane.  I take  phyfick  & cannot  wait  upon 
you.  I am  Sr 

your  humble  Seru! 


EdRandolph. 

\AddreJfedl\ 
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\_AddreJ/ecf\  To  Mf  Blathwaite 

or  in  his  abfence 
to  Ml:  Jo  : Povey 
prefent 

at  y®  Plantation 
Office. 

Randolph’s  Petition  about  trees  for  the  Navy. 

State  Papers^  Colotiial.^  Board  of  Trade  2,  Bundle  A.  (20).  13  06L  1691 

To  the  R*  Hono^'®  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  Trade  and 

Forreign  Plantacons. 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Edward  Randolph  flieweth 

That  there  are  great  quantities  of  Large  firr  Trees  fitt  for 
{landing  Mafls  for  the  biggefl  Ships  in  their  Ma^®  Royall 
Navy  & of  other  Trees  of  all  forts  fitt  for  building  Timber, 
Growing  in  Their  Ma^’f®  Provinces,  Colonies  & Iflands  ‘as 
alfo  upon  the  Lands  of  Particular  proprietors  in  North 
America  as  by  the  Acc^  hereunto  Annexed  doth  appear, 
which  may  deferv  to  be  preferv’d  with  all  Care,  from  Spoil 
& devaflation  in  the  future. 

That  in  the  year  1686,  Yo''  PeP  was  made  Surveyor  of  all 
Their  Ma‘®  Woods  & Timber  [in]  the  Province  of  Main  & 
according  to  his  duty  did  Mark  & Regifler  many  Large 
Trees  proper  for  their  Ma*®  Service,  and  did  provide  and 
deliver  into  Their  Ma*^  Stores  at  Chatham  40  Mafls  & Bow- 
fpritts  of  the  Largeft  Dimentions  & in  a great  Meafure 
re  [fr]  ain’d  y®  Inhabitants  fro  Comitting  further  wafte  upo  y® 
Woods  & Timber  in  y®  sd  Province:  That  after  y®  late 

happy  Revolution  during  You’’  PeP^  Attending  his  Ma^^  in 
Ireland  That  office  was  difpofed  of  to  a Perfon  Born  in  New 
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England,  whofe  Employm^  iny®  Cuftomes  Obliges  him  to  be 
alwaies  Relident  in  Boflon  being  a Place  of  the  Cheifeft  in 
New  England. 

That  Yo’’  PeP  being  now  Commiflionated  by  Authority  & 
diredions  of  the  Lords  Com*'®  of  the  Treafury  to  be  Surveyor 
Gener^  of  Their  Ma^^^  Cuftomes  in  all  the  Coafts  of  America 
is  diredled  to  pafs  from  Colony  to  Colony  to  take  Care  that 
the  Afts  of  Trade  & Navigacon  be  duly  Obferv’d  [in]  all 
the  plantacons  upon  that  Continent  w""^  gives  him  an  Opper- 
tunity  to  make  particular  Surveys  of  all  the  Timber  fitt  for 
Their  Service  in  that  part  of  America  & to  hinder  the 
devaftacons  (if  thereunto  empow’red)  w'^^  daily  happen  for 
want  of  a proper  Officer  to  prevent  the  Same. 

Hee  therefore  humbly  Offers  to  yo’’  Lops  favourable 
confideracon  that  he  may  be  employ’d  in  Surveying 
Marking  and  Regiftering  & \_Jic^  the  Woods  & Tim- 
ber w^"^  are  or  may  be  proper  for  the  ufe  of  Their 
Navy,  And  as  in  duty  bound  he  fhall  faithfully 
perform  his  Truft,  upon  reafonable  Encouragement. 

And  Your  PeP  &c. 

An  account  of  the  Cheif  places  in  the  Territory  of  New 
England  w'^’"  with  great  charge  and  Difficulty  I Survey’d  in 
the  year  1688  from  Penobfcot  lying  within  40  leagues  of  the 
River  S‘  Croix  Eaflward  to  Delaware  River  being  the 
Southern  bounds  of  that  Countrey  and  Above  1000  Miles 
A Sunder  where  are  growing  very  large  Firr  Trees,  and 
other  Timber  fitt  for  the  ufe  of  Their  Ma^'®®  Navy. 

On  an  Ifland  (call’d  Bear  Ifland)  lying  AD  three  Leagues 
Eaftward  from  the  Entrance  of  Penobfcot  River  (being 

About 
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About  looo  Acres  of  land  but  not  Inhabitted)  are  large  Firr 
Trees,  from  20  to  34  Inches  Diameter,  200  Miles  diftant 
from  Bofton. 

In  the  County  of  Cornwall  Ab*  5 Miles  diftant  from  New 
Dartmouth  upon  Sheeps  gutt  River  are  fome  hundreds  of 
Firr  Trees  of  the  like  Dimentions  150  Miles  diftant  from 
Bofton. 

In  the  Province  of  Main. 

On  the  South  fide  of  Kennebec  River  are  large  Woods, 
with  Trees  fitt  for  Mafls,  little  damage  yet  done  there. 

About  6 or  7 Miles  Above  the  falls  of  Saco  River,  are  yet 
fome  very  large  Trees  but  y®  Woods  and  Timber  very  much 
deflroyed  by  two  Saw  Mills  which  for  many  years  have  been 
kept  in  work  upon  the  Timber  of  thofe  Woods. 

On  both  fides  the  River  Kennebeck  weftward  from  the 
Saw  Mills  upon  that  River  are  fome  good  Trees. 

In  the  Woods  between  the  Towns  of  York  and  Kittery 
in  the  fame  Province  are  few  Trees  Yett  remaining  but 
the  Saw  Mills  have  made  great  havock  in  the  Timber 
thereabouts. 

Alfo  nigh  the  River  Newitchawannock  are  firr  Trees  of 
35  & 36  Inches  Diameter. 

In  the  Province  of  New  Hampfhire  belonging  to  particu- 
lar Proprietors  Ab^  76  Miles  difiant  from  Bofton  in  the 
Townfliips  of  Dover  and  Exiter  are  Yet  remaining  the 
largefi:  Trees  in  New  England  from  25  to  37  Inches  Diame- 
ter, but  not  many  left  by  the  water  fide. 

In  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  betwixt  the 
Towns  of  Hingham  & Brantry  are  fome  good  Trees  and 
[«v]  more  would  grow  up  if  preferv’d.  As  are  alfo  in  the 

VOL.  V.  — 10  Townfhip 
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Townfhip  of  Scituate  in  the  Colony  of  New  Plimouth,  and 
in  other  more  fouthern  Places  of  the  Territory. 

E.  Randolph. 

0(5lobf  13^’* 

1691. 

\Endorfed~\  Peticon  of  Edw.  Randolph 
Abt  Their  Wood  and 
Timber  in  New  England. 


M.  Randolph  to  Coll.  Copley. 

Maryland  Archives^  Vol.  VIII.  p.  316 

lames  Citty  April  13*?'  1692 

May  itt  pleafe  your  Excellency. 

Nothing  after  my  tedious  voyage  att  fea  more  revived  me 
than  the  good  news  of  your  Excellencies  fafe  arrivall  upon  the 
American  fhore  and  fince  that  of  your  health  and  well  being 
at  St  Maries  the  Lords  of  their  Maj‘'^®  Treafury  have  been 
pleafed  to  affent  and  confirm  me  in  the  office  of  deputy 
Auditor  of  their  Maj^'®®  province  in  Maryland  in  which  and 
in  all  other  Matters  I am  concerned  I fhall  be  ready  to  ferve 
your  interefl  I inclofe  a lift  of  fhips  which  I extradled  from 
feverall  letters  fent  from  the  cuflom  houfe  to  Governor 
Nicholfon  which  maybe  of  ufe  to  you  Your  Excellency  has 
likewife  a note  of  feverall  perquifites  which  belong  to  the 
Governor  of  this  Province  I intended  to  fend  your  Excel- 
lency the  Law  made  here  for  laying  4*^  upon  every  gallon  of 
liquor  imported  here  from  the  Weft  Indies  and  2^  upon 
every  gallon  to  be  paid  by  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  the 
Importers  in  Veffels  belonging  to  the  Country  which  if 

your 
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your  Excellency  can  get  paft  will  be  a great  fervice  to  the 
Crown. 

I likewife  prefent  your  Excellency  with  a book  of  rates  in 
which  Y Excell^  is  directed  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due 
obfervance  of  the  A6ls  of  Trade  as  far  as  y’'  Exell^  is  con- 
cerned under  the  penalty  of  looo^  etc®  I am  fure  y Excell^ 
will  take  that  Oath  and  give  noe  advantage  to  your  enemies 
in  that  or  any  other  like  refpedt  I hear  Coll  Diggs  (my 
Countryman)  is  coming  to  wait  upon  y Exell^  and  before  I 
faw  your  Gent,  from  you  I intended  to  get  a paffage  with 
him  and  fince  would  have  leave  prefently  but  we  have  a 
Tryall  of  a Scotch  Veffel  feized  by  the  L*  Gov’”  himfelf  and 
he  would  have  me  prefent  to  examine  the  Coquets  I long 
to  be  at  St  Maries  though  I fhall  make  very  little  ftay  in 
regard  I am  directed  to  make  my  furvey  here  firfl  I know 
there  is  a great  deal  to  doe  in  your  parts,  efpecially  in  the 
Eaftern  Country  adjoyning  to  Newcaftle  I defire  your 
Excelh  to  proceed  quietly  till  you  can  have  a fair  blow  att 
them  I hear  there  are  fome  officers  who  have  not  done 
their  dutys  I referr  y Excelh  to  feverall  letters  which  M' 
Harpin  brings  Governor  Nicholfon  is  very  zealous  for 
their  intereft  I will  not  detain  your  Excell^  referving 

very  much  to  difcourfe  when  I have  an  opportunity  to  wait 
upon  you  in  Maryland  with  my  hearty  good  wiflies  for  y 
Excelh  profperity  and  happinefs  in  your  Governmt 

I remain  your  Excelh’^  moft  faithfull  friend  and 
humble  Servant 

Rec'^  Sept  1692 

From  M Randolph. 

\_Etidorfed\  Copy  of  M.  Randolph’s  letter 
to  Coll.  Copley. 
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Mr.  Chilton  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Maryland  Archives^  Vol.  VIII.  p.  328. 

lames  City  luly  9*^  1692 

Sir  — My  occafions  calling  me  to  St.  Maries  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maryland  fometyme  in  the  begining  of  June  I well 
remember  that  there  was  an  information  exhibited  by  you  in 
behalf  of  their  Maj‘'®^  their  Gov'  and  yourfelf  againfl  the  fhip 
called  of  which  one  Mafon  was  matter,  for 

importing  into  that  Province  feverall  goods  of  the  growth 
produftion  and  manufacture  of  Europe  not  bona  fide  laden 
in  Eng"^  waters  or  towne  of  Barwick  upon  Tweed  to  which 
the  mafler  by  his  Atturney  appeared  and  pleaded  not  guilty 
and  for  tryall  thereof  putt  himfelf  upon  his  Country  and 
further  remember  that  one  Moore  a Scotch  perfon  being 
upon  Examination  fayd  the  fame  fhip  came  from  fome  part  of 
Scotland  towards  Barwick,  againfl;  which  place  the  fliip  con- 
tinued under  fail  for  feverall  hours  but  came  not  to  an  anchor 
there,  and  being  afked  the  queflion,  what  goods  were  brought 
from  Berwick  and  put  on  board  there,  notwithftanding  be- 
fore, he  produced  a cleering  which  he  faid  he  had  from 
thence,  all  this  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance  I can  fafely 
declare,  and  had  I had  thoughts  of  its  ever  being  called  in 
queflion  or  thought  on-againe  I fhould  have  been  mindful  of 
another  paffage  relateing  thereto  but  yet  one  Material  one  I 
cannot  omit  which  was  that  one  of  the  Honorable  Councill 
then  fudge  on  the  bench  was  pleafed  to  fay  that  in  his 
opinion  the  Nicetyes  of  the  Law  ought  not  to  be  obferved 
and  the  penall  Statute  upon  which  tlie  information  was 
brought,  was  out  or  words  to  that  effeCfc,  thus  Sir  I have 
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given  you  a true  and  faithful  account  of  my  knowledge  and 
with  their  Intereft  better  fuccefs  then  to  be  tryed  by 

a Maryland  lury. 

1 am  your  humble  fervt. 

Edward  Chilton 

To  Edward  Randolph  Erq"®  Surveyor  Generali  of  their 
cuftoms  upon  the  Continent  of  America, 
lohn  Addifon  a New  Caflle  Fadtor. 

\_Endorfed'\  Copy  of  M’’  Chilton’s  letter  to  Mf  Randolph 
about  Mafons  fliip 
Rec*^  Sept.  1692 
. from  M.  Randolph. 


Colonel  Copley  to  the  Lords  of  the  Comittee  of 
Trade  and  Plantations. 

Marylafid  Archives.,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  335. 

S*  Maries  in  Maryland 
July  29^**  1692 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ldps, 

Having  already  rendered  your  Ldps  an  account  of  occur- 
rencies,  and  my  tranfadlions  fince  my  arrivall  here,  I fhould 
now  forbear  to  give  your  Ldps  any  further  trouble  at  this 
time,  did  not  the  apprehenfion  of  fome  malitious  mifreprefen- 
tation  of  me  by  M’’  Randall  their  Majefbies  Surveyor  in  thefe 
parts  incite  me  thereunto,  not  foe  much  to  fett  forth  (in  its 
pure,  natural,  naked  colour)  the  exorbitant  and  malignant 
temper  of  the  Informer,  as  to  vindicate  and  defend  myfelfe 
from  his  bafe  and  ignominious  afperfions,  he  hath  been  pleafed 
to  cafte  upon  me  and  indeed  the  whole  Government  here, 

which 
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which  the  rancour  and  heate  of  his  fpirit  cannot  prevent  him 
from  difcovering  even  to  the  moft  mean  and  inconfiderate 
capacities  notwithftanding  (for  the  character  he  bears)  I 
have  proved  myfelf  more  than  ordinarily  kind  and  obliging 
to  him,  to  the  admiration  of  all  perfons  here,  that  ever  have 
had  the  misfortune  of  his  company  or  acquaintance.  He  is 
one  (I  muft  be  bold  to  inform  your  Ldp)  that  fcornes  to  be 
particular  but  generall  altogether  in  his  bafe  refledlions  and 
fcurrilous  haughty  behaviour  and  deportment  under  the 
fpecious  pretence  of  his  zeale  for  their  Majefties  fervice, 
though  at  the  fame  time  the  greateft  impediment  imaginable 
in  the  effefi:,  and  pleafes  himfelf  more  with  fatiateing  his 
revengeful  humour  and  private  animofities  againfl:  their 
fubjedls  then  affedling  anything  for  their  in- 

terefi:  as  he  hath  fuflficiently  demonflrated  in  the  late  feizure 
and  bringing  two  or  three  fliipps  here,  barely  upon  the 
account  (as  himfelfe  hath  and  doth  frequently  declare  againft 
all  of  the  place  and  Nation  in  generall)  of  being  New  Eng- 
land rogues  and  doggs  and  pitifull  damned  Scotch  Pedlars, 
and  at  laft  when  he  had  had  all  the  favour  and  countenance 
aid  and  affiftance  poffible  fhewn  him,  he  has  not  fluck  to 
vilifie  and  abufe  the  Jurors  onely  (perfons  of  the  beft  fame  and 
repute  thefe  parts  afford)  by  calling  them  bafe,  perjured  and 
forfworne  rogues,  threatening  them  with  the  pillory  and  lofs 
of  their  ears  &c.  but  alfo  in  publick  afperfed,  befpattered  and 
affronted  the  Juftices  themfelves,  perfons  appointed  by  their 
Majeffies  to  affifl  me  in  the  Government  with  their  Councill 
and  advice  (although  bafely  by  him  faid  to  be  picked  and 
packed  by  me,  as  were  the  Affembly  of  this  Province  to 
make  fuch  Laws  as  my  inclinations  or  own  private  inter- 

eft 
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eft  fhould  diftate  to  them,  which  how  farr  their  Majefties 
Honour  and  the  intereft  of  the  Crown  have  had  the  preemi- 
nent and  almoft  only  profpe6l  the  Lawes  themfelves  will 
declare  in  contradiction  to  his  damnable  fuggeftions.  By 
fuch  meanes  their  Maj‘‘®^  intereft  extremely  fuffers,  and  mat- 
ters of  the  greateft  weight,  candour,  and  truth  under  his 
management  are  become  of  little  credit  and  repute  and  he 
himfelfe  fo  remarkable  and  notorioufly  turbulent  even  to  the 
Inhabitants  here  of  both  publick  and  private  capacities  by 
preffing  feizing  and  violently  takeing  away  and  makeing  ufe 
of  their  horfes,  boates,  goods  and  fervants  without  paying  or 
making  any  fatisfaCtion  for  the  fame,  otherwife  than  in  the 
returne  of  ill  language,  that  indeed  fhould  he  bring  a caufe 
never  foe  plaufible  before  any  jury  though  of  the  beft  princi- 
ples and  inclinations,  his  infolent  and  too  well  known  be- 
haviour w^  foe  dimm  and  obfcure  their  eyes  that  they  could 
not  make  a right  infpeCtion  thereinto  but  look  upon  the 
fame  as  the  effeCts  of  his  hot  and  inveterate  braine,  efpe- 
cialle  with  thofe  of  his  acquaintance,  which  I muft  confefs 
few  or  none  covet,  unlefs  thofe  of  wicked  principles,  their 
Maj‘‘®®  open  profefted  enemies,  papifts  and  others  difaffefted 
to  all,  efpecially  the  prefent  Government,  who  are  his  only 
affociates  and  companions  and  they  barely  for  correfpon- 
dency  in  malignancy  and  averfion  to  the  authority,  fcarcely 
any  one  of  them  cann  afford  him  a good  word  behind  his 
back  or  covett  his  company  for  any  other  end  or  defigne, 
but  to  promote  and  put  in  praClice  their  damnable  inclina- 
tions and  defignes,  of  difturbing  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
the  Province,  fo  that  he  hath  indeed  effedled  here  what  he 
hath  done  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world  (where  ever  he  fett 

foote) 
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foote)  made  the  whole  Country  weary  of  him,  boaftingly 
vaunting  that  he  thanks  God  he  has  lived  thefe  five  and 
twenty  years  upon  the  curfes  of  the  people  which  truly  I am 
apt  to  believe,  nay  am  pretty  confident  he  never  wants,  and 
with  fuch  provifions  may  grow  fatt;  the  fubjedl  matter  is  foe 
large  that  without  a fyllable  of  falfity  or  fuggeftion  onely,  I 
could  eafily  comment  a volume,  without  offering  the  leaf!;  vio- 
lence to  myfelf  or  the  truth,  I humbly  beg  pardon  for  this  pro- 
greflion  affureing  your  Lordfhipps  that  the  vindication  of 
myfelf  and  thofe  Gentlemen  of  their  Majefiies  Councill  af- 
figned  me  here  (whom  I find  to  be  perfons  of  loyalty,  candour 
and  integrity)  from  the  vile  calumnies  and  afperfions  of  foe 
ungrateful  and  turbulent  a man  as  he  is,  that  they  may  have 
noe  effedt  or  influence  upon  your  Lordfhipps  to  our  preju- 
dice without  better  proofe  than  his  bafe  allegations  together 
with  the  propagation  and  promoteing  of  their  Majefiies  fer- 
vice  and  interefl,  is  the  onely  ultimate  end  and  defigne  of 

My  Lords 

Your  Ldps  mofl:  humble  fervant  L.  Copley. 
\_Endorfed~\  Rec'^  29^^  November  92 

Edward  Randolph  to  John  Usher. 

Hijlorical  Papers.^  by  C.  W.  Tuttle,  p.  326. 

Bofton,  Sept.  28,  1692. 

Sir,  — I have  fcarce  wiped  my  mouth  fince  eat  a meffe  of 
good  broath  at  your  houfe  for  my  Breakfaft:  where  your 
lady,  fon  Jeffryes,  your  daughter  Jeffryes,  Jenny,  John,  David, 
and  little  pretty  Betty  are  all  well : I do  not  queflion  your 
manage[ment]  every  where,  nor  the  refpedl  fhown  you  by  y® 

Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants  where  you  have  to  do : yett  we  are  not  without 
fome  foolifh  fham  difcourfe  which  no  wife  body  believes,  tho’ 
many  fooles  employ  themfelves  about  it.  I expedled  Mr. 
Hirft  of  Salem  here  to  make  out  the  truth  of  what  he  faid 
to  me  about  ye  Dutch  bottom  at  Great  Ifland  & fait.  But 
upon  a fecond  enquiry  fhe  was  loaded  with  European  goods 
and  came  diredtly  from  Gales  [Cadix]  & was  conligned  to 
M*"  Gedney  & M”"  Hirfl,  having  Goods  & bills  for  building 
a very  large  fhip  So  that  fhe  is  feizable.  M*"  Brenton 
Court)  has  appealed,  but  againft  a verdi6t  & judgment  in 
Court;  & he  can  make  nothing  of  it.  Now  if  M*"  Elliott 
can  prove  her  unlivery  of  Goods  before  Entry,  pray  upon 
your  Eftablifhing  of  Courts  both  fhip  & cargo  of  fait  be  pro- 
fecuted  upon  my  Information,  you  will  fave  the  King’s  & 
your  third  part,  & pay  the  charges  of  my  journey  Sc  fave 
Brenton  loo^ : which  he  will  be  forced  to  pay  if  Tho : Wil- 
kinfon  obtain  a confirrration  of  his  verdidt.  You  will  hear 
from  me  befor  I leave  this  place.  I am,  dear  frind. 

Your  obliged  humble  f’v’t, 

Ed.  Randolph. 

Let  M*"  Newton  be  retained  for  me. 

Council  Meeting 

Maryland  Archives.,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  432. 

At  a Councill  held  at  the  Governors  Houfe 
at  S‘  Peters  the  21^*  day  of  Dec’’  Anno  Dom  1692 

Prefent:  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  honble  Coll. 
Nehem  Blakifton,  Coll  Nich°  Greenberry,  Thomas  Tench 
Efq^  Capt  John  Courts,  Tho®  Brooke,  Efq’' 

VOL.  V.  — II 
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His  Excellency  reprefents  to  the  Board  the  rude  infolent 
Carriage  and  Behaviour  of  M*”  Edward  Randolph  their 
Surveyor  & Comptroller  here  in  Contempt  of  their 
Majeftys  Authority  and  the  prefent  Government  particularly 
contained  and  fet  forth  in  the  following  Depofitions  and 
papers  produced  and  ordered  to  be  read  (viz^) 

Memd  That  writing  and  tranfcribing  feverall  things  for 
Efq"  Randolph  in  Virginia  I faw  & underftood  fome  reflec- 
tions made  upon  the  Gov*^  and  Governm*  of  Maryland 
(viz^) 

That  writing  many  Letters  to  divers  Perfons  in  Eng- 
land he  infmuated  that  Coll.  Copley  begun  already  to  be 
diflafefled  by  the  People  of  that  Province,  that  he  had 
artificially  caufed  to  be  made  and  Enaded  feverall  Laws 
folely  to  his  own  Advantage  & conveniency  or  to  that 
Effedl,  that  if  the  King  did  not  fend  over  fome  Requifite 
Officers  he  could  exped  but  little  luflice  to  be  done  him 
by  reafon  of  ignorant  lurys  and  the  Governors  conniving 
at  fome  Colledors  that  favoured  Interlopers  and  falfe 
Traders  or  to  that  Purpofe  intimating  how  ungentelely 
himfelf  had  been  treated  by  the  Governor  at  his  Quar- 
ters obliging  him  to  turn  out  to  make  Room  for  Captain 
Blakifton  (who  was  his  Great  Creature)  and  wholly  at  his 
Devotion)  and  Shift  elfewhere  in  the  Town  as  he  could  & 
alfo  that  the  reft  of  the  Council!  were  very  much  at  his  Ser- 
vice rendring  them  or  moft  of  them  very  ridiculous  and  In- 
ferior Perfons  calling  ColP  Browne  a fcotch  Pedlar 
Addifon  a new  Caftle  Fadlor  &c^  that  the  Claufe  in  his 
Excellencys  fpeech  (viz‘)  the  many  difficultyes  & hazards  I 
run  did  not  at  all  daunt  me  from  Coming  to  you,  was  con- 

flrued 
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ftrued  in  the  Margin  of  one  of  them  in  gett^  away  from  the 
Serjeants  & bailiffs  that  waited  for  him. 

Clark. 

September  2f^  1692 

Then  came  the  above  written  William  Clark  before  me 
John  LLewellin  one  of  their  Majeftyes  luftices  of  Marys 
County  & made  oath  upon  the  holy  Evangelifts  that  the 
above  Relation  as  to  the  Sum  & Subftance  thereof  is  true 
and  juft  in  every  particular  differing  only  perhaps  in  the 
wording  thereof  but  as  near  as  he  can  poffibly  remember 
agreeing  therewith  Jurat  die  et  ann  Supra  didt  coram  me 
J.  LLewellin 

Maryland  fT  I Philip  Lynes  of  S*  Marys  County  in  the 
Prov®  of  Maryland  aged  about  forty  three  years  having  form- 
erly had  fome  communication  with  one  M"  Philip  Shapleigh 
of  Northumberland  County  in  the  Collony  of  Virginia  and 
one  Gofs  MaP  of  a Ship  or  Veffel  the  faid  Philip  Shapleigh 
and  the  faid  Gofs  did  tell  your  Depon^  Philip  Lynes  that  the 
faid  Shapleigh  was  bound  for  the  faid  Gofs  in  a bond  for 
one  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King  that  the  faid  Gofs  fliould 
go  for  England  with  a Ship  or  Veffell  he  was  then  Matter  of 
according  to  the  tenor  of  fuch  bonds  ufually  taken  and  that 
he  the  faid  Shapleigh  being  fo  bound  by  bringing  to  M*" 
Randolph  the  faid  Gofs,  faid  M*"  Randolph  did  difcharge 
hirn  the  faid  Shapleigh  from  the  Bond  wherein  he  was 
Bound  to  the  King  as  aforefaid  & alfo  the  faid  Gofs  told 
your  Depon‘  that  M*"  Randolph  had  difcharged  him  and 
given  him  the  faid  Gofs  leave  to  go  home  with  the  Veffell  he 

was 
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was  then  MaP  of  lying  in  Somerfet  County  in  the  province 
aforefaid  & accordingly  as  your  Deponent  hath  heard  the 
faid  Gofs  Maf  of  the  faid  Ship  or  Veffell  departed  with  his 
faid  fhip  or  Veffell  accordingly  from  this  Province.  Witnefs 
my  hand  this  20  fourth  day  of  Odlober  1692 

Phil  Lynes 

The  Contents  of  the  above 
written  was  fworn  to  by 
the  aforefaid  Philip  Lynes 
this  24*^  Day  of  Oftober 
1692  before  us 

Ne^  Blakifton 
Nich  Greenberry 
Tho®  Tench 

The  depofition  of  Gilbert  Clark  aged  thirty  eight  years  or  - 
thereabouts’ — The  Deponent  upon  his  Oath  taken  on  the 
holy  Evangelids  faith  that  in  the  Month  of  November  laft 
pafl  he  being  at  the  Houfe  of  M”"®  Ann  Neale  of  Charles 
County  Widow  in  company  with  one  Edward  Randolph 
Efq*"  their  Majeflys  Surveyor  Generali  and  feverall  others 
known  and  profeffed  Roman  Catholicks  (viz^)  Coll  Edward 
Pye  M*"  lames  and  M*"  Anthony  Neal  did  hear  and  fee  the 
faid  Randolph  drink  frequently  a health  to  the  Man  that 
fhould  have  his  Mare  again  and  that  they  the  faid  Roman 
Catholicks  fhould  not  queftion  but  before  May  day  next 
they  fliould  hear  and  know,  the  Man  fhould  have  his  Mare 
and  afterwards  they  having  fome  difcourfe  concerning  the 
prefent  alteration  of  Government  he  the  faid  Randolph  bid 

them 


Doacments  a7id  Letters.  85 

them  not  mind  it  for  it  would  not  be  lading  and  further  the 
Deponent  faith  not 

Gilbert  Clark 

Jurat  16  die  Decembris 

Anno  Dom  1692  coram  me 

L : Copley 

Upon  reading  whereof  and  due  confideration  thereof  had 
it  was  moved  & thereupon  Refolved  that  the  whole  matter 
and  all  things  thereunto  relating  be  reprefented  to  their 
Majeftys  by  way  of  Letters  to  the  right  Honble  the  Lords  of 
the  Treafury  the  Lords  Committees  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions and  the  Commiffioners  of  their  Majeftys  Cuftoms  with 
Copys  of  all  Papers  concerning  the  fame  to  be  inclofed 
• »•••••••• 

Memd  at  the  fame  time  was  produced  and  read  at  the 
Board  this  follow^  Certificate  of  Record  from  New  Caftle 
relating  alfo  to  M’’  Randolph  (viz^) 

New  Caftle — Thefe  are  by  the  King  and  Queens  Autho- 
rity, and  in  the  Proprietors  Name  to  will  and  require  thee 
Henry  Vanderburgh  to  be  and  appear  before  the  luftices  of 
the  Quarter  Seffions  to  be  held  at  Newcaflle  the  twentieth 
day  of  September  next  as  well  to  anfwer  for  withholding 
one  thoufand  Pounds  Stert  due  to  their  Majeftys  as  to  abide 
the  Judgment  of  the  faid  court  and  hereof  fail  not  at  thy 
Peril.  Given  at  New  Caftle  Auguft  8^^  1692 
To  the  High  Sheriff  of  the ) 

County  of  Newcaflle  j 

This  is  a true  Copy  of  the  Originall  Summons  granted  at 
the  requeft  of  Edward  Randolph  Efq*"  Surveyor  Generali 

Ex® 
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Edward  Randolph. 

Ex®  p I®  Claypoole  Cl  Conc^  p’’  di6l 

The  Originall  of  the  above  was  Executed  by  me 

George  Moor  Dep*^  Sheriff. 

Received  this  day  of  Augufl  1692  of  lames  Claypoole 
Dep^^  Secry  a Bond  figned  and  fealed  by  Matthias  de  Hart 
Maff  of  the  Sloop  Unity  of  New  York  and  Henry  Vander- 
burgh his  Surety  of  One  thoufand  pounds  Sterl  to  their 
Majeftys  upon  condition  to  carry  his  Lading  to  England 
Wales  or  Berwick  and  nowhere  elfe 

Dated  at  New  Caffle  April  24  1691  I fay  rec’d  as  above 

Edward  Randolph  Surveyor  Generali 
New  Caflle  Auguft  8^1"  1692 

I Did  then  promife  to  Henry  Vanderburgh  Merch^  to  ufe 
m}^  utmofl:  Endeavour  to  profecute  and  get  arrefted  at  the 
fute  of  their  Majeftys  Matthias  de  Hart  Maff  of  the  Sloop 
Unity  of  New  York  in  an  acco*  of  1000^  due  upon  Bond 
dated  the  24^^  of  Aprill  1691  (Henry  Vanderburgh  Merchant 
his  Security)  and  to  fecure  if  poffible  the  faid  Vanderburgh 
from  further  trouble  in  this  Profecution 

Edward  Randolph  Surveyor  Generali 

Bee  it  Remembred  that  this  16*^  day  of  Auguft  1692  at 
New  Caftle  in  Delaware  River  Henry  Vanderburgh  of  the 
H place  MercH  Declares  that  on  the  8^^  of  this  Inftant  Ed- 
ward Randolph  Efq’’  did  Summon  him  the  faid  Henry  Van- 
derburgh to  appear  at  the  next  Quarter  Seffions  to  anfwer 
for  withholding  looo;^  Sterling  due  to  their  Majeftys  he 
being  as  Surety  bound  in  a bond  with  Matthias  de  hart  MaU 
of  the  Sloop  Unity  of  New  York  for  the  faid  fum  to  their 

Majeftys 
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Majeftys  but  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  told  for  twenty 
pieces  of  eight  and  paying  the  Fees  he  would  withdraw  the 
Aftion  and  profecute  the  Bond  ag^^  Matthias  de  Hart  the 
Principall  to  which  the  faid  Henry  Vanderburgh  Com- 
plyed  and  the  adtion  was  accordingly  withdrawn  where- 
upon the  faid  Erq*"  Randolph  gave  him  a paper  which  he 
thought  to  be  a Receipt  for  the  money  a Copy  whereof 
is  above  — 

Henry  Vanderburgh 

Taken  and  attefted  this  16^^  Aug*  1692 
before  me 

W“  Markham  L*  Gov*" 

The  above  are  true  Copys  of  the  Originalls  Exam'^ 

p.  la  Claypoole  Cl  Com  p dift 

NewCaflle  in  Delaware  River 
in  America 

Edward  Blake  one  of  the  luftices  of  New  Caftle  declares 
that  about  the  8*^  of  Augufl  1692  at  the  requefl:  of  M*"  Ed- 
ward Randolph  Surveyor  Generali  he  went  into  a room  at 
the  houfe  of  lohn  Cann  in  Company  with  Henry  Vander- 
[seaied]  burgh  and  difcourfed  about  the  1000^  bond  to  the 
King  wherein  the  faid  Vanderburgh  was  furety  and  told 
him  if  he  would  be  civill  and  Genteel  he  would  endeavour 
to  indemnify  him  from  the  faid  bond  whereupon  the  faid 
Vanderburgh  offered  8 or  10  pees  of  eight  which  the 
faid  Randolph  would  not  accept  of  but  faid  if  he  would 
give  him  his  note  for  20  pees  of  eight  he  would  do  it, 
upon  which  they  went  to  the  atteflants  houfe  where  the 

faid 
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faid  Vanderburgh  paid  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  the 
money 

Edw^  Blake 


Attefted  and  taken  this  3**  September 
1692  before  me 

W“  Markham  Gov** 

The  within  Edward  Blake  lames  Claypoole  George  Moor 
[sealed]  and  Hcnry  Vanderburgh  were  attefted  before  me  to 
the  truth  of  the  within 

W™  Markham  L‘  Gov*" 

Read  the  feverall  Letters  ordered  to  be  writ  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Treafury  as  before  (vizt) 

Maryland  Dec*"  1692 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips 

Having  had  juft  occafion  to  reprefent  home  to  the  right 
honble  the  Lords  Committees  of  trade  and  plantations 
amongft  other  things  the  rude  and  infolent  Behaviour  of  M' 
Edw"^  Randolph  Surveyor  Gen'^  of  the  cuftoms  here  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  prefent  Government  and  the  difturbance  of 
their  Majeftys  good  and  leige  Subjedls  Wee  hold  it  our  duty 
likewife  to  give  your  Lordfhips  a fhort  and  brief  acco^ 
thereof  he  hath  approved  himfelf  a Perfon  Contemptuous 
of  the  Government  and  defpiftng  all  manner  of  Authority 
but  his  own  opprefftng  and  tyranizing  over  the  Subjects 
commanding  and  abufing  their  Perfons  preffing  taking  and 
employing  their  Servants  Boats  Horfes  &c^  without  pay  by 
colour  of  his  Office  making  littegious  and  illegall  feizures  at 

his 
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his  pleafure,  and  compounding  privately  with  others  for  the 
breach  of  their  Bonds  though  never  fo  apparent  as  by  the 
Copys  inclofed  your  Lordfhips  may  perceive  he  is  in  fine 
altogether  averfe  to  the  prefent  conftitution  and  Frame  of 
Government  and  expecting  wifhing  and  praying  for  a change 
and  conforts  himfelf  with  none  others  but  Profeffed  Papifts 
and  others  their  Majeftys  open  and  known  Enemies  with 
whom  he  makes  it  his  Bufmefs  to  drink  healths  frequently 
to  the  man  that  fhould  have  his  Mare  again  (a  by-word  by 
them  ufed  to  fignify  King  James’s  return  to  the  Crowne) 
encouraging  in  them  the  hopes  of  feeing  the  fame  effeded 
by  May  day  next  which  would  have  been  otherwife  taken 
notice  of  and  be  fecured  by  the  Gov*"  till  the  Kings  Pleafure 
had  not  his  fudden  and  private  Departure  out  of  the  Prov- 
ince prevented  & in  his  return  vifiting  none  but  the  difaf- 
fedled  party:  may  it  pleafe  your  Lordfliips  the  due  fence 
of  our  duty  and  our  own  Zeal  and  Affedlion  to  their  Ma- 
jeftys  Service  only  and  not  any  private  or  particular  animof- 
ity  has  drawn  from  us  this  Information,  which  we  doubt  Not 
by  the  next  Shipping  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm  by  fur- 
ther Evidence  & to  give  your  Lordfhips  a more  ample  acco* 
thereof,  in  the  mean  time  we  beg  pardon  for  this  trouble  & 
remain  Your  Lordfhips  mofl:  humble  Serv^® 

To  the  right  honble  the  L Copley 

Lords  of  the  Treafury  at  N Blakifton  J Courts 

Whitehall  London  N Greenberry  Tho  Brooke 

humbly  prefent  Tho  Tench 
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Edward  Randolph. 

Maryland  December  21?*  1692. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips 

The  frequent  and  continued  rude  & infolent  Carriage  of 
M"  Edward  Randolph  Surveyor  Generali  here  is  become  fo 
notorious  and  infupportable  that  we  cannot  forbear  repre- 
fenting  the  fame  to  your  Honours  in  their  true  and  naked 
tho  modeft  and  decent  terms  as  we  Can  and  the  cafe  will 
admitt  we  muft  affure  your  Honours  that  he  is  a Perfon  of 
the  moft  Pernicious  evill  Principles  averfe  wholly  to  Gov- 
ernment or  any  authority  but  his  own,  which  he  makes  ufe 
of  to  very  ill  Ends  feeking  to  Propagate  and  Promote  his 
own  Intereft  and  fatisfy  his  own  avaratious  appetite  above 
and  before  their  Majeftys  Service  [then  follow  the  fame 
accufations  as  in  the  preceding  paper] 

L.  Copley 

N : Blakifton  lohn  Courts 
Ni  Greenberry  Tho  Brook 
Tho  Tench 

[^AddreJ/ed']  To  the  right  honble  the  Commfrs  of  their  Majeftys  Cuftoms 
at  the  Cuftom  Houfe  London 


Order  to  arrest  Edward  Randolph. 

Maryland  Archives.,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  483.  6 April  1693. 

Maryland  By  his  ExcelP  the  Governor 

Thefe  are  in  their  Maj^'®^  names  efpecially  to  authorize 
and  impower  William  Harpam  Gent : to  apprehend,  feize  and 
take  the  body  of  Edw^  Randolph  Efq.  charged  for  offering 
& divulging  feverall  falfe  malicious  & feditious  fpeeches  and 
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reports  fcandaloufly  refledling  on  their  Maj^  Government 
and  tending  to  the  alienating  and  diverting  their  good  fub- 
jedts  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  from  their  due  & 
naturall  love  and  affeftion,  faith  and  allegiance  to  their  faid 
and  this  their  Government  contrary  to  the  peace  and 
Lawes  in  fuch  cafe  made  & provided,  Wherefoever  he  fliall  be 
found  and  him  in  his  fafe  cuftody  keep  untill  he  fhall  fafely 
deliver  him  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Sheriff  of  Somerfett 
County  by  him  to  be  forthwith  brought  before  me  at  the 
Citty  of  S*  Marys  to  anfwear  the  premiffes  & what  elfe  fhall 
be  alledged  ag^  him  or  their  Maj®  behalfes  & I do  hereby 
ftricftly  charge  & comand  all  & ftngular  their  Maj^  Officers 
civill  & military  & others  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to 
be  aiding  and  affifting  to  the  W“  Harpam  in  the  due  execu- 
tion hereof  as  they  will  anfwear  the  contrary  att  their  perills. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  this  fixt  day  of  Aprill  in  the 
5^^  yeare  of  our  fov"  Lord  & Lady  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary. 

L.  Copley 


To  W*"  Harpam  Gent : 
hereunto  efpecially  authorized 
and  appointed  Thefe 

Vera  Copia 

Rich  : Farwell 


\Endorfed\  Copy  of  Gov'  Copley’s  warrant  of  the  6^^  of  Aprill  againft  E. 
Randolph.  Rec'^  25  Sept.  1693  from  M'  Randolph. 
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Order  to  search  the  Lodgings  of  Sir  Thomas  Law- 
rence, A Member  of  the  Council  and  a Justice  of 
THE  Provincial  Court,  who  was  under  Arrest. 

Maryland  Archives.,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  499. 

. . . Information  had  been  given  to  his  Excellency  of  a 
Letter  he  the  faid  S’"  Thomas  had  lately  received  from  Efqy 
Randolph  who  had  alfo  approved  himfelf  an  Open  Enemy 
to  their  Majeftys  and  the  prefent  Governm^  fcurriloufly  rail- 
ing at  & Reflecting  upon  the  fame  he  is  defired  to  Produce 
the  Letter  for  the  Peruefall  of  the  Board  for  that  they  did 
rationally  fufpedl  fome  treafonable  treacherous  matter 
therein  Contained  being  Certainly  Informed  of  his  having 
publickly  abufed  & befpattered  the  Governm*  He  prays  to 
be  excufed  in  the  matter  & denys  the  Delivery  of  the  Let- 
ter for  that  he  Conceived  he  is  no  wife  bound  to  accufe  him- 
felf or  Ridicule  M*"  Randolph  . . . 

It  is  Commanded  the  Sheriff  that  he  fearch  S’”  Thomas’s 
Pocketts  for  what  Papers  he  can  find  and  alfo  a warrant 
diredted  to  Major  Ninion  Beal  M"  William  Bladen  & W™ 
Nutthead  requiring  & Empowering  them  to  fearch  his  own 
Lodging  Room  & Clofet  for  what  Papers  they  can  find 
there  and  the  fame  to  feize  & feal  up  in  a Bag  & bring  them 
forthwith  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov’’  for  Perufuall 

The  Sheriff  having  accordingly  fearched  S’”  Thomas’s 
Pocketts  produced  feverall  Letters  and  among  the  Reft  a 
Letter  from  M*"  Randolph  & a paper  of  memorialls  w'"^'  being 
read  were  lodged  in  the  Clerks  Hands  and  Ordered  to  be 
kept  by  him  M"  Randolphs  Letter  is  as  followeth  (viz^) 

From 
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From  a Board  the  Ship  Barbadoes 
Merch^  April  the  7^^  1693 

S'"  — It  was  the  4^^  Inftant  before  yours  of  the  14*^  of 
January  Came  to  my  hands  were  you  pleafed  to  dired  your 
Letter  to  be  left  for  me  for  which  I am  very  much  obliged 
to  you  the  Governors  treating  S'"  Thomas  Lawrence  & cur- 
tailing him  in  his  rights  makes  me  no  ways  queftion  what 
you  write  in  reference  to  my  felf  but  I value  nothing  know- 
ing well  the  Bottom  of  the  defign  but  I expedt  Letters  from 
England  which  will  end  all  difputes  having  fully  reprefented 
the  State  of  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  Government  with 
every  thing  relating  to  the  Pradlifes  of  the  Colledlors  I will 
not  undertake  to  do  my  Duty  in  your  Province  further  then 
I can  be  fupported  as  to  Clarks  faying  I wrote  or  drolled 
upon  the  Gov"®  fpeech,  I think  I fent  no  fuch  thing  to  my 
friends  at  home  they  better  know  the  Governors  Circum- 
flances  then  I can  pretend  to  I never  failed  upon  all  occa- 
fions  to  write  to  our  Friend  M"  Glanvile  and  gave  him  a 
particular  acco^  of  your  ill  treatm^  I am  now  upon  an  In- 
formation from  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  croffing 
the  Bay  to  Delaware  & expedl  upon  my  return  my  Letters 
from  England  then  fhall  have  little  more  to  do  than  to  wait 
upon  the  Gov"  and  his  Idol  Blakifton  fend  me  a Letter  un- 
der your  Cover  to  M"  Layfields  how  affairs  go  at  Prefent  in 
your  parts  it  is  probable  Burnets  Cafe  may  admit  of  a new 
hearing  in  England  if  not  I intend  to  charge  them  their 
third  Part  not  according  to  the  moft  Partial  Ap- 
praifement  but  to  the  full  of  what  the  Goods  upon  an  honeft 
rate  might  be  reafonably  worth,  S"  I wifli  you  all  happinefs 
with  a Succefsful  Anfwer  to  all  your  lull  Compleints  but 

what 
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what  can  be  expefted  of  luftice  to  a Subjed  from  thofe  who 
have  no  regard  to  their  Majeftys  Interefl:  I expect  your 

Letters  at  my  Return  to  M'  Layfields  and  am 

S’"  your  humble  Serv* 

E Randolph 

The  bearer  is  an  honeft  man  & will  inform  you  the  State 
of  Eno^land  as  it  was  when  he  failed  I know  the  Governor 
& Blakifton  too  well  to  trufl  them 
To  the  honble  S'"  Thomas  Lawrence 
Their  Majeftys  Secry  of  Maryland 
at  Marys  p Captain  Sharplefs 

Was  produced  and  read  the  following  Depofition  of  Cap* 
Henry  Smith  viz*  — The  depofition  of  Cap*  Henry  Smith  of 
Somerfet  County  aged  58  Years  or  thereabouts  The  De- 
ponent upon  Oath  faith  that  in  the  Month  of  June  laft, 
Rob*  Gofs  M after  of  the  Ship  Marygold  of  Bellfaft  being 
afked  by  this  Depon*  what  compofition  he  had  made  with  M*" 
Randolph  the  Surveyor  Gen^^  for  the  Navigation  Bond  of 
One  thoufand  Pounds  Sterl  by  him  and  M*"  Philip  Shapleigh 
his  Security  paffed  for  the  Brigantine  whereof  he  was  Maf- 
ter  the  laft  Voyage  he  replied  he  had  given  the  faid  Ran- 
dolph Bond  for  Fifty  Pounds  Sterl  payable  to  him  his  Ex® 
Adminiftrators  or  Affigns  the  Depo!  further  afked  him  if 
their  Majeftys  Names  were  not  Mentioned  or  Concerned  in 
the  faid  Bond  and  he  replied  no  there  were  not  fo  much  as 
named  and  further  this  Deponent  faith  not 

Hen  Smith 

lurat  24  die  Decembris  1692 

Coram  me  L.  Copley 

Ordered 
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Ordered  that  warrant  be  diredled  from  this  Board  to  Capt 
John  Davis  of  Talbot  County  to  apprehend  and  feize  the 
faid  M*"  Randolph  if  he  fhall  come  into  thofe  Parts  and  to 
bring  him  down  to  his  Excellency  at  S‘  Marys  with  all  Con- 
venient fpeed  &c®  which  warrant  accordingly  iffued  as  fol- 
lows (viz*) 

By  his  the  Gov'  & Councill  &c^ 

Maryland  ff — You  are  hereby  in  their  Majeftys  names 
charged  & commanded  to  apprehend  feize  & take  into  your 
Care  & charge  the  Body  of  Edw^  Randolph  Efq'  whenfoever 
& wherefoever  you  fhall  find  him  being  charged  & accufed 
of  feveral  falfe  mutinous  & feditious  Scurrilous  fpeeches  & 
reports  treafonable  & rebellious  pradlices  confpiracies  & 
Contrivances  againfl  their  Sacred  Maj®*^^  and  this  their  Gov- 
ernment and  him  in  your  Cuftody  clofely  fafely  & fecurely 
keep  fo  as  to  have  him  before  his  Excellency  at  the  City  of 
S*  Marys  with  all  poffible  & convenient  fpeed  & all  & Sin- 
gular their  Majeftys  Officers  & Majiftrates  Military  & Civill 
& others  the  Inhabitants  of  & in  this  Province  are  hereby 
alfo  willed  & required  to  aid  & affift  you  to  the  utmofl  of 
their  Strength  Skill  & Power  in  the  due  and  true  Execution 
and  Performance  hereof  as  they  will  anfwer  the  Contrary  at 
their  Peril,  Hereof  fail  not  & for  fo  doing  this  fhall  be  your 
warr*  Dated  at  Councill  Board  the  8*^  day  of  April  Anno 
Dom  1693  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign 

Lord  & Lady  King  William  & Queen  Mary  &c^ 

Signed  p Order 

J LL  Cl  Councill 

To  Captain  lohn  Davis  of  Talbot  County 

recommended 
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recommended  to  be  executed 
or  have  the  fame  done.  Thefe 

Ordered  that  the  whole  State  of  the  Cafe  of  S'  Thomas 
Lawrence  Efq'  Randolph  &c^  be  reprefented  home  to  the 
right  honble  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  & planta- 
tions by  a Letter  from  this  Board. 


[To  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations.] 

Maryland.  Aprill  the  1693 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ldpps, 

This  ferves  for  covert  to  the  enclofed  duplicate  of  ours  of 
the  of  December  laft,  containing  matter  of  complaint 
againfb  two  of  their  Majefties  officers  of  confiderable  figure 
in  this  Province  viz:  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  Secretary  & 
Edw  Randolph  Efqr  Surveyor  General  of  their  Maj^  Cuf- 
toms,  general  difturbers  of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
Province,  We  are  heartily  forry  we  have  frefh  and  continual 
occafions  to  make  repetition  thereof,  their  infolencies  being 
grown  to  that  height  as  to  ftrike  at  the  very  root  of  Gov- 
ernment in  contempt  of  and  oppofition  to  their  Majefties 
Royall  authority,  infoemuch  that  we  have  been  neceffitated 
at  lafi:  to  Commit  and  confine  Sir  Thomas  upon  feverall 
Articles  of  impeachment  . . . Wee  fhall  (to  give  your  Ldps 
as  little  trouble  as  may  be)  only  nominate  the  other  Officer 
M'  Randolph,  of  the  like  evil  principles,  inclinations  and 
maner  of  proceeding,  little  or  no  waies  inferior  to  the  former 
in  deceit,  treachery  & villany  true  correfpondents  both  in 
iniquity.  Wee  have  a large  charge  againft  him  when  wee 

fliall 
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fhall  have  the  opportunity  of  meeting  with  him,  which  wee 
have  taken  great  care  to  do  & thereof  (when  accomplifhed) 
fhall  more  fully  advife  your  Ldps  as  alfoe  of  all  other  occur- 
rences materiall  to  be  offered  by 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ldps 

Your  Ldpps  moft  humble  fervants 
L.  Copley  David  Browne  John  Courts 

Nea.  Blakifton  Thomas  Tench  Tho.  Brooke 

Nich:  Greenberry  John  Addifon 

Maryland  April  1693 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ldfps 

Inclofed  is  Copy  of  our  lafl  to  your  Lordfhips  dated  the 
21^^  of  December  lafl  wherein  according  to  our  Duty  as  we 
Conceived  we  prefumed  to  give  your  Lordfhips  an  Acco^  of 
the  Infolent  haughty  and  turbulent  difpofition  & behaviour 
of  your  Officer  M*"  Edward  Randolph  Surveyor  Gen'  of  their 
Majeftyes  Cuftoms  in  thefe  American  parts  which  with  much 
trouble  & reluctancy  we  find  ourfelves  obliged  & Compelled 
to  repeat  and  renew  our  Complaints  againft  him  to  your 
Lordfhips  his  Demeanor  now  being  fuch  as  is  almofi;  or  alto- 
gether infufferable  not  to  be  born  or  endured  by  any  civilized 
or  well  regulated  Government  their  Majeflys  Service  and  In- 
tereft  is  fo  Little  his  Concern  & the  Oath  he  has  taken  fo 
flightly  regarded  or  taken  Notice  of  that  a Sailary  were  [bet- 
ter?] beflowed  on  him  to  fitt  flill  then  appear  in  the  Execution 
of  his  Office  which  is  only  corruptly  to  take  Bribes  of  Com- 
pound with  & pafs  by  Offenders  of  any  Nature  to  his  own 
private  advantage  & little  or  nothing  Redounding  to  their 
Majeflys  for  whom  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  he  can  poffibly 
VOL.  V.  — 13  have 
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have  any  great  Loyalty  when  he  confederates  Combines  & 
affociates  himfelf  with  none  but  their  profeffed  Enemies  pub- 
lickly  drinking  their  healths  & wifhing  & praying  for  a change 
& the  return  of  King  lames  to  the  throne  endeavouring  with 
the  greateft  zeal  & vigour  he  Can  to  Infinuate&  Infuse  into 
all  people  where  he  comes  & with  whom  he  Converfes  the 
like  wicked  principles  & inclinations  afperfing,  villifying  & 
reviling  with  the  greateft  heat  & rancour  imaginable  the 
prefent  Government  rendering  us  of  his  Majeftys  Council 
Perfons  from  home  no  luftice  to  be  had  & not  to  be  trufted 
ftirring  up  the  People  to  an  averfion  and  diflike  of  the  Govern- 
ment & Stiffling  in  them  as  much  as  in  him  lyes  their  true  & 
natural  Love  &:  affedlion  faith  & obedience  to  their  Majeftys 
& their  lawful  Authority  here  all  which  & much  more  we 
are  well  affured  we  are  able  plainly  to  demonftrate  to  your 
Lordfhips  when  occahon  fhall  be  & hope  by  the  next  to  give 
your  Lordfhips  ample  Satisfadlion  in  that  point  having  laid 
wait  to  take  hold  of  him  and  bring  him  to  ftridt  examination 
he  is  fufficiently  Confcious  of  his  own  Guilt  & out  of  pure 
Malice  & Spleen  to  this  Government  not  offering  to  be  feen 
in  this  Province  nor  appear  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office 
but  watches  all  Opportunitys  of  Suprizing  & taking  Ships 
or  Veffells  coming  into  or  going  out  of  this  Province  & car- 
rying them  into  Virginia  & thefe  make  his  advantage  to  the 
great  Damage  & Injury  of  this  Government  & we  have 
good  caufe  to  Believe  as  little  to  their  Majeftys  Service  & 
Interefl: 

We  crave  leave  only  further  barely  to  hint  to  your  Lord- 
fhips the  irregular  & unfeemly  behaviour  of  one  M*"  Fitzhugh 
an  Officer  alfo  of  their  Majeftys  Cuftoms  in  Virginia  Deputy 

Colledtor 
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Colleftor  of  Pottomock  who  upon  the  Tryall  of  a Ship  here 
legally  Seized  as  a foul  Trader  appeared  at  Court  as  an 
Advocate  or  Attorney  for  the  Defendant  againft  their 
Majeftys  . . . 

. . . May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips 

Your  Ldfhips  moft  humble  Serv*^ 


To  the  right 
Hon^^®  the  Lords 
of  their  Majeftys 
Treafury  at  Whitehall 
London  humbly  prefent. 


L:  C. 

N B:  I C: 

N G:  I A: 

D B:  T B: 


Produced  & Ordered  to  be  read  to  the  Board  thefe  two 
follow^  Letters  from  the  Gov’*  of  Virginia  (viz^) 

Sir — This  Day  by  Letter  from  Accomack  I have  an 
Acco*  that  the  under  Sheriff  of  Somerfet  County  & others 
under  pretence  of  your  Excellencys  warrant  in  Maryland 
came  into  Accomack  County  in  this  Government  about  the 
InP  & prevailing  with  a Simple  luftice  there  did  take  & 
Carry  away  Edward  Randolph  Efq’’  Surveyor  General  of  their 
Majeftys  Cufloms  in  thefe  parts  whereupon  by  advice  of 
their  Majeftys  Council  this  is  by  Exprefs  to  defire  your 
Ex”^'^  to  order  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  forthwith  to  be 
returned  to  this  Government  from  whence  he  hath  been  fo 
Carried  contrary  to  all  Rules  of  Government  the  Bearer  M" 
lames  Shurlock  is  fent  herewith  to  your  Excellency  from 
Virg^  April  27^^  1693 

Your  Excellencys  mofl  humble 
SeP 


E.  Andros 
To 
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To  his  Excellency  Col  Lionel  Copley 
their  Majeftys  Captain  General 
& Governor  in  Chief  of  Maryland. 

Mf  Stephen  Luff  Sheriff  of  Somerfet  County  having  by 
Virtue  of  a praecept  to  him  formerly  diredied  for  the  appre- 
hending & taking  into  his  Cuftody  of  Edw*^  Randolph  Efq' 
accordingly  apprehended  the  faid  Randolph  & Suffered  him 
to  make  his  Efcape  is  called  in  & charged  with  his  Negledl 
therein  & Ordered  to  give  his  Excellency  an  Acco^  of  the 
whole  matter  his  manner  of  proceedings  & what  has  paffed 
between  him  & the  Governor  of  Virginia  upon  his  applica- 
tion made  to  him  in  Order  to  retreive  his  Prifoner  which 
the  faid  Stephen  Luff  having  accordingly  done  it  is  Ordered 
that  the  faid  Stephen  Luff  together  with  Charles  Nicholfon 
to  attend  him  do  again  wait  upon  his  Excellency  to  demand 
the  delivery  up  to  him  of  his  Prifoner  & that  a Poftfcript  be 
added  to  the  Letter  ordered  to  be  drawn  the  6^^  Inffant  to 
the  faid  Gov’’  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  that  Since  the 
Writing  thereof  the  faid  Sheriff  was  returned  hither  & had 
given  an  Acco*  of  his  Demands  made  to  his  Excellency  for 
the  Surrender  of  the  faid  Randolph  his  Prifoner  & of  his 
Excellencys  anfwer  thereto  from  whence  this  Board  had 
been  encouraged  to  requeft  his  Exc®^^  the  Governor  of  this 
Province  to  fend  back  the  faid  Sheriff  together  with  the  fa*d 
Charles  Nicholfon  in  order  to  make  a Second  Demand  & 
hoped  his  Exc’^^  S’"  Edmond  Andros  would  comply  there- 
with Was  then  produced  & read  the  faid  Letter  formerly 
writ  (viz^)  the  6^^  Inffant  together  with  the  Poftfcript  added 
as  above  (viz*) 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency  . . . 

Your  Excellencys  demands  of  returning  M'  Randolph 
taken  up  at  the  reafonable  requeft  of  the  Magiftrates  of  this 
Province  to  one  of  yours  (a  prudent  & difcreet  luftice)  by 
vertue  of  his  hue  & cry  for  feveral  notorious  Crimes  & mif- 
demeanours  of  very  high  Nature  Committed  & done  by  faid 
Randolph  here  ag^‘  their  Majeffys  & this  Gov^  are  altogether 
anticipated  & Prevented  by  that  Nice  and  Diligent  Officer 
the  Conftable  of  Accamack  in  whofe  Cuflody  we  underflood 
he  was  & is  detained  but  we  hope  your  Excellency  will  do 
the  Officer  that  purfues  him  that  luftice  as  to  remand  him 
into  his  Cuflody  from  whom  he  made  his  efcape  & is  thereby 
become  a felon  (in  Order  to  be  brought  to  a fair  & legal 
Trial  in  time  & place  mofl  proper  & Convenient  which  we 
Conceive  to  be  where  the  Fad  was  Committed  whereof  we 
do  not  in  the  leafl  Doubt  & are 

Your  Excellencys  mofl  humble  Servants 

Maryland  May  1693 

S’"  Poflfcript  May  1693 

Since  the  writing  & before  doling  of  the  former  M*”  Luff 
our  Sheriff  of  Somerfet  County  is  returned  from  your  parts 
& hath  this  Day  given  us  an  Acco*  of  his  application  made 
to  Your  Excellency  concerning  M*"  Randolph  Felonioufly 
broke  prifon  & efcaped  from  his  Cuflody,  whereby  we  are 
encouraged  to  Beleive  your  Excellency  will  at  our  reafonable 
requefl  deliver  him  up  to  this  Gov*  to  be  proceeded  againft 
according  to  Law  in  Confidence  & full  Affurance  whereof 
we  fend  the  Bearer  Charles  Nicholfon  together  with  the  faid 
Luff  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  & to  receive  your  com- 
mands 
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mands  to  that  purpofe  to  whom  we  pray  your  Excellency  to 
give  all  faith  & credit  as  Coming  from 

Your  Excellencys  mofl  humble  Ser'"^® 


To  his  Excellency  S'" 
Edm'^  Andros  Cap‘ 
Gen^  & Gov’'  in  Chief 
of  Virginia. 


L.  C: 

N B C H 
N G I A 
T T 


Memd 

M’’  Stephen  Luff  Sheriff  of  Somerfet  County  together 
With  Charles  Nicholfon  being  appointed  by  order  of 
this  Board  to  apply  themfelves  his  Excellency  S’*  Edm'^ 
Andros  Gov’’  of  Virginia  & to  dem^  the  Surrender  of  Ed- 
ward Randolph  Erq*"  Efcaped  from  the  cuftody  of  the  faid 
Sheriff  his  Exce^^^  the  Gov’’  thought  fit  to  give  them  thefe 
foil  Inftrudtions  (viz^) 

Infirudlions  for  M*"  Stephen  Luff  & M’'  Charles  Nicholfon 
to  Virginia  (viz^) 

You  are  to  waite  & attend  the  motion  of  the  honble 
Colh  Andrew  Hamilton  & M*"  Shirlock  when  they  fhall 
think  fit  to  fet  forth  from  hence  into  the  Colony  of  Virginia 

With  them  you  are  to  get  Paflage  over  & Land  there  at 
fuch  place  where  they  fhall  think  fit  or  may  mofi:  Con- 
veniently fet  you  on  fhore 

Upon  your  arrival  there  you  are  forthwith  to  apply  your 
Selves  to  the  mofi:  likely  & Convenient  places  for  procuring 
Horfes  & a Guide  if  need  be  to  Condudl  & Carry  you  down 
to  his  Excellency  the  Gov’’  of  that  Countrey 


Where 


Documents  and  Letters. 


103 


Where  when  you  arrive  you  are  to  endeavour  to  have  a 
fpeedy  admittance  & accefs  to  his  Excel'^  & thereupon  to 
deliver  him  the  Letter  herewith  Committed  to  your  Charge 
& pray  his  fpeedy  anfwer  thereto  & your  difpatch 

If  his  Excellency  fhall  think  fit  to  deliver  up  M**  Ran- 
dolph to  this  Gov^  you  are  humbly  to  requeft  orders  and 
Commands  for  his  fafe  Condudt  through  the  limits  of  that 
Countrey  to  the  line  or  parting  of  that  & this  there  to  be 
delivered  into  the  cuftody  & pofleffion  of  the  faid  Luff 
When  you  fliall  have  fo  received  him  you  are  to  pafs  your 
receipt  there  for  if  Required  & take  care  that  he  be  Suffi- 
ciently Secured  watched  & Guarded  (that  he  may  in  no  wife 
efcape  the  fecond  time  until  he  fliall  be  fafely  & fecurely 
brought  before  me  at  the  City  of  S‘  Marys  in  Order  to  fur- 
ther diredfions  & inftrudfions  to  be  given  Concerning  him 
An  Exadf  lournal  & true  acco^  of  your  whole  proceed^® 
from  the  time  of  your  fetting  out  to  your  Return  you  are  to 
keep  & Communicate  the  fame  to  my  felf  or  my  felf  & 
Council  when  required  of  all  which  you  are  not  to  fail  upon 
your  peril 

Given  under  my  hand  the  1 2*^  day  of  May 

1693  In  the  fifth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign 

Lord  & Lady  King  William  & Queen  Mary  &c^ 

L.  C.^ 

Edward 

^ According  to  J.  Thomas  Scharf,  Vol.  I.  p.  344,  Governor  Copley  died 
in  his  Hijiory  of  Marylatid.,  ed.  1879,  about  12  September  1693.^’ 
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Rdward  Randolph. 


Edward  Randolph  in  Virginia. 

Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers^  from  1652  to  1781.  JntroduPlion^  pp.  xliii, 

xlvi. 

“ The  tone  of  public  fentiment  is  exhibited  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  Major  Charles  Scarburgh  for  ufing  feditious  lan- 
guage againfl;  the  King  on  account  of  certain  appointments 
made  by  him  to  the  fuppofed  detriment  of  the  eftabliihed 
church.” 

“ An  entry  of  expenfes  incident  to  carrying  Edward  Ran- 
dolph, Efquire,  to  Col.  Richard  Scarburgh,  doubtless  had 
Some  connedlion  with  the  trial  of  that  gentleman  heretofore 
mentioned.” 

Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers^  from  1652  to  1781,  p.  45. 

An  Acc*  of  Severalls  impreffed  by  a Virtue  of  a Warrant 
from  Mr  Jofeph  Robinfon  in  order  to  y®  Accommodating 
Edward  Randolph  Efquire  in  his  voyadge  to  James  Citty, 


May  9^^  1693 : 

Price  of  Articles  in  Pence. 

To  II  of  dryed  beef,  at  4^  p.  lb  : 44  Account 

To  24  Bacon,  at  4 lb ; 96  current 

To  a fat  weather,  150 

To  a bu : wheat  ground  down,  .64 

To  one  bottle  of  Rumm.  .20 

• •••... 

To  impreffing  a Sloope  and  4 hands  etc.  .100 

To  2 horfes  impreffed  & one  man  for  y®  Carrying  Edward 
Randolph  Efquire  to  Coll.  Scarburgh’s.  .120 

To  Indian  meale,  about  2 pecks,  .14 

To  . . . butter  & y®  port,  .64 


To 
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To  Capt  Janifer’s  men  and  Cart  to  carry  things  down 
to  y®  landing,  as  beding,  provifions,  etc.,  .100 

To  Summon  Lebat.  de  Laftalias  & Capt  Parker  pr.  order 
from  Coll,  Scarburgh,  20 

To  Summon  Thos  Bufhnell  and  Edward  Parker  pr.  ditto 
order,  20 

To  a Sloope  Appraifed  According  to  Law  at  50  pr.  diem 
being  15.  . . y®  voyadge,  valu’d  4000,  750 

Impressments 

To  my  officer  impreffing  provifions  & attendance,  : 5 

To  2 men’s  wages  to  fayle  y®  dope  from  May  y®  to 
May  y®  26^^^  at  15  per  diem,  as  y®  Law  diredlh,  450 


To  a man  and  horfe,  impreffed  and  fent  40  miles  to 
fummons  Edward  Parker,  tho  found  him  not,  . . . 

To  2 horfes  impreffed,  & one  man,  for  y®  Carrying  Ed- 
ward Randolph,  Ef quire,  to  Coll.  Scarburgh’s  etc  120 
To  M*^  William  Anderfon,  his  Committ"^^  20 

To  my  Attendance  upon  him  to  James  Citty,  from  May 
1 to  May  y®  28^^  at  100  pd.  diem  all  that  tyme,  as 
pr.  p^'cept  from  y®  Honble  Jofeph  Wormley,  Efq’’. 

— Sunma  Errors  Excepted. 

Thomas  Wellburne, 

Sher. 


Commission  of  a Searcher  of  Customs,  1695. 

Pe7infylvania  Archives.,  Vol.  I.  p.  117. 

William  Clark  Erq*”  Colle6lor  of  their  Cuftoms  in 

the  Province  of  Pennfilvania.  To  John  Deplove  Gent, 
fearcher  of  their  Cuftoms  in  the  Citty  & County  of 

Philadelphia,  in  the  faid  Province. 

VOL.  V.  — 14 


Whereas 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

Whereas  Edward  Randolph  Efq!;  Survey^  Gener".of  their 
Mag‘*^^  Cufloms  in  the  Main  of  America,  did  by  his  deputa- 
tion under  his  hand  & [feal]  bearing  date  the  1 3^^  day  of 
June  Anno  Dommny  1692,  Depute  & appoint  the  faid  Wm. 
Clark  to  be  Colledl’’  of  their  Maj‘®®  Cuftoms  in  the  faid  Pro- 
vince & Territorys,  I the  faid  Wm.  Clark  do  hereby  appoint 
the  faid  John  Deplove  to  be  Searcher  of  their  Cuf- 

toms in  the  faid  Citty  & County  of  Philadelphia  with  full 
power  to  Enter  & go  on  board  & fearch  any  Ships  or  Veffels 
which  he  fufpefts  to  have  Either  Loaded  or  unloaded  any  of 
the  Produftion  or  Manufaffure  of  Europe  not  Legally  Im- 
ported in  the  faid  Province,  and  alfo  any  Ship  or  Veffell 
which  he  fhall  fufpedt  to  take  on  board  any  of  the  Ennumer- 
ated  Plantation  Commodities,  not  having  been  only  entered 
and  for  which  Bail  with  One  fufficient  furety  hath  not  been 
firfb  given  and  the  faid  Ship  or  Veffell  in  which  the  faid 
European  Goods  or  Ennumerated  Plantation  Commodities 
were  fo  taken  or  Bound  or  Imported  in  the  faid  Province 
contrary  to  Law  & the  fame  to  feize  for  their  ufe  & to 

Profecute  as  the  Law  direfts.  Given  under  my  hand  & Seal 
of  office  at  New  Caftle  this  day  of  February  in  the 
Seventh  year  of  their  Mag^‘®®  Reign  Anno  Dmin  1694-5. 

Wm.  Clark,  Colledor. 


Unto 
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Unto  the  Hon®V®  CollT  W"?  Markham  Gover*!  of  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania  & Counties  Annexed. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^  Plantations  Gen\ , Vol.  4,  p.  79.  15  April.  1695. 

The  Petition  of  W?  Trout  Ml  of  the  Brigantine  Dolphin  of 
Boflon  in  New  England  now  rideing  at  Anchor  in  the 
River  Delaware  before  Marcus-hook  in  the  County  of 
Chefter 

Humbly  fheweth 

That  whereas  one  Edward  Randolph  did  upon  the  i4'l‘ 
day  of  Aprill  Inftant  (being  the  Lords  Day)  come  on  Board 
the  faid  Briganteen  & after  fome  difcourfe  with  your  Peti- 
tioner did  pull  out  his  fork  & therewith  made  a broad  Arrow 
on  the  Maft  and  faid  he  would  & did  feize  the  faid  Brigan- 
tine for  the  King  with  out  fliewing  or  giveing  any  reafon  for 
his  foe  doeing  of  Purpofe  to  Vex,  Trouble,  Molefl  & put  Yol 
Petitioner  to  unnecelfary  Charges,  To  the  great  Detriment 
of  your  Petitioner  & his  intended  Voyage  back  to  Bofton  & 
to  the  difcouragem!  of  Trade;  And  the  faid  Edward  Ran- 
dolph as  wee  are  Credibly  Informed  gives  out  that  he  is  this 
day  goeing  to  New  York  & that  You!  Petitioner  fhall  not 
come  to  Tryal  till  his  returne  wherein  if  your  Petitonf  be 
not  Releived  by  your  Hon!  It  will  tend  to  the  Ruine  of  the 
Voyage  the  Briganteen  being  loaded  with  Wheat  & fflower 
boath  Perifhable  Comodities  & ready  to  faile 

May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  Hon!  according  to  the 
Laws  and  Cuftomes  of  this  Province  in  the  like  Cafes  to 
grant  to  your  Petitioner  an  Order  for  a Speciall  Court 
to  be  held  in  the  County  of  Chefter  where  the  faid  Vef- 

fell 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

fell  lyes  for  Tryall  of  the  faid  Seizure,  it  being  very 
unfafe  for  your  Petitioner  and  his  Crew  to  give  their 
Attendance  from  the  faid  Veffell  at  any  other  place  of 
farther  diflance. 

And  your  Petitioner  fhall  ever  pray  &? 

W”  Trout 

Philadelphia 

Y of  Aprill  1695  ( ^ Trew  Copy  Examined 

(pf  lohn  Clapoole,  Clef, 

Province  of ) 

Penfilvania  j 

At  a Speciall  Court  holden  at  Chefter  Town  in  the 
County  of  Chefter  in  the  faid  Province  the  iS*!’  [16] 
Day  of  Aprill  in  the  feventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
our  Soveraine  Lord  & Lady  King  William  & Queen 
Mary  over  England  &r  Anno  Dom:  1695 

Edward  Randolph  Efqf  Surveyor  Gen'l  of  their  Majeflies 
Cuftomes  in  all  the  Provinces  & Colonies  on  the  Continent 
of  America  prefers  an  Information  againfl:  the  Briganteen 
Dolphin  of  Boflon  William  Trout  Matter  & her  Loading, 
now  or  lately  Riding  at  an  Anchor  within  the  faid  Province 
& alfo  profecutes  as  well  for  our  Soveraine  Lord  & Lady 
the  King  & Queen  as  alfo  for  the  Govern!  of  the  faid  Pro- 
vince & for  himfelf  & gives  the  faid  Court  to  underftand  & 
be  informed ; That  whereas  at  a Parliament  held  at  Weft- 
minfter  in  the  12^^  Year  of  the  Reigne  of  Our  Late  Sove- 
raine Lord  King  Charles  the  Second  there  was  amongfl 
other  things  an  A6l  made  Intituled  an  A6l  for  the  Encour- 
ageing  and  increafing  of  Shiping  & Navigation,  whereby  it 
was  Enadled  by  the  Kings  Mofl:  Excellent  Majeftie  & by  the 

Lords 
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Lords  & Commons  then  in  Parliament  Affembled  & the 
Authority  thereof  that  from  and  after  the  Day  of  Decem- 
ber 1660  and  from  thence  forward  noe  goods  or  Comodities 
whatfoever  fhall  be  imported  into  or  Exported  out  of  any 
Lands  Iflands  Plantations  or  Territories  to  his  Maj^i®  belong- 
ing or  in  his  Poffeffion  or  which  may  hereafter  belong  unto, 
or  be  in  the  Poffeffion  of  his  Maj‘®  his  Heirs  Succeffors  in 
Afia  Affrica  or  America  in  any  other  Ship  or  Ships,  Veffell 
or  Veffells  whatfoever,  but  in  fuch  Ships  or  Veffells  as  doe 
truly  & without  fraud  belong  only  to  the  People  of  England 
or  Ireland,  Dominion  of  Wales,  or  Town  of  Barwick  upon 
Tweed  or  are  of  the  Built  of  and  belonging  to  any  of  the  faid 
Lands  Iflands  Plantations,  or  Territories,  as  the  Proprietors 
& right  Owners  thereof  and  whereof  the  Matter  and  three 
fourths  of  the  Mariners  at  leaft  are  Englifh ; under  the  Pen- 
alty of  the  forfeiture  & lofs  of  all  the  Goods  & Comodities 
which  fhall  be  imported  into  or  Exported  out  of  any  the 
aforefaid  Places  in  any  other  Ship  or  Veffell  as  alfo  of  the 
Ship  or  Veffell  with  all  it’s  Gunns  Furniture  Tackle,  Amu- 
nicon  & Apparrell  one  third  part  thereof  to  his  Maj^'® 
his  heirs  and  Succeffors  one  third  part  to  the  Goverff  of 
fuch  Land  Plantation  Ifland  or  Territory  where  fuch  default 
fhall  be  committed  in  cafe  the  faid  Ship  or  Goods  be  there 
feized  or  otherwife  that  third  part  alfo  to  his  Majeftie  his 
heirs  & Succeffors  and  the  other  third  part  to  him  or  them, 
who  fliall  feize  Inform  or  fue  for  the  fame  in  any  Court  of 
Record  by  Bill  Information  Plaint  or  other  A6lion,  wherein 
no  Effoyn  Protedlion  or  wager  of  Law  fhall  be  allowed  as 
by  the  faid  A6l  relation  being  thereunto  had  more  at  large 
may  appear.  Neverthelefs  the  faid  William  Trout  Mafter 

of 
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Rdward  Ra7tdolph. 

of  the  faid  Briganteen  Contrary  to  the  faid  A6l  did  in  or 
about  the  day  of  January  1694  Import  into  the  faid 
Province  divers  goods  Wares  and  Merchandizes  in  the  faid 
Briganteen  & hath  alfo  lately  and  fince  that  time  Laden  & 
taken  on  Board  the  faid  Briganteen  7 or  8 hundred  Bufhells 
of  Wheat  or  thereabouts  in  order  to  Export  the  fame  in  the 
faid  Briganteen  which  doth  not  truly  and  without  fraud 
belong  only  to  the  People  of  England  or  Ireland,  Dominion 
of  Wales  or  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  as  the  Proprie- 
tors & Right  Owners  thereof,  and  whereof  the  Mafler  and 
three  fourths  of  the  Marriners,  are  not  Englifh  according  to 
the  Tenour  & true  meaning  of  the  faid  A61,  wherefore  the 
faid  Edward  Randolph  who  profecutes  afwell  for  our  Sove- 
raine  Lord  and  Lady  as  alfo  for  the  faid  Govern^  as  for 
himfelf:  Prays  the  Judgment  of  the  Court,  & that  Sentence 
and  Condemnation  may  pafs  and  be  given  upon  the  Premilfes 
againfl  the  faid  Briganteen  and  her  loading  together  with  all 
her  Guns,  furniture.  Tackle,  Amunition  & Apparell  accord- 
ing as  it  is  Enadled  in  the  faid  Aft. 

( This  is  a true  Copy  of  the  Originall 
\ Examined  p^  lohn  Claypoole  Clerk. 

Philadelphia  the 
16^  Day  of  Aprill  1695 


Thefe  are  by  their  Majeflies  Authority  to  will  and  require 
you  to  Summon  a fufficient  Number  of  Good  & Lawfull 

Men  of  the  County  of  Chefter  to  appear  at  the 

— _i  ufuall  Place  for  holding  of  Courts  in  the  faid 
County  upon  the  30*  Day  of  Aprill  Inflant  as  lurors  to  try 
A Speciall  Matter  of  a Seizure  of  the  Briganteen  Dolphin 

depending 
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depending  between  Edward  Randolph  Efqf  & William 
Trout  Matter  thereof  at  a Speciall  Court  to  be  held  there 
the  faid  day.  And  make  returne  thereof  at  the  faid  Court, 
hereof  faile  not  at  thy  Perrill  & for  fo  doeing  this  fhall  be 
thy  Sufficient  Warrent.  Given  under  hand  & Seal  of  the 
Province  this  23.  day  of  Aprill  Anno  Dom  1695. 

To  Jofeph  Wood  Sheriffs  W“  Markham 

of  the  County  of  Chefter  j GoveP 

True  Copy  Examined 
p*"  John  Claypoole  Clef 
Philadelphia  in  Penfilvania. 


The  Depofition  of  Edward  Randell  Matter  of  the  Sloop 
Loyal  Ruffell  Aged  about  twenty  eight  Years  upon  his 
Atteftation  before  me  Antho:  Morris  one  of  the  luftices  of 
this  County  fayeth  as  folio weth  that  upon  the  14^^  Day  of 
this  Inftant  he  was  failing  up  the  River  of  Delaware  near 
about  Chefter,  The  Surveyer  Gen'!  Edward  Randolph  being 
then  on  board  the  faid  Sloop  hailed  A Briganteen  then  at 
an  Anchor  near  the  faid  place  Enquiring  whence  they  came 
& alfo  enquiring  who  was  the  Matter,  Anfwer  was  made  that 
it  was  In°  Lindfey  and  that  they  came  from  New  England, 
whereupon  the  Surveyer  Gen'!  required  me  to  come  to  an 
Anchor  which  I did  & alfo  carried  him  on  Board  the  faid 
Briganteen  in  my  Boat  & when  wee  came  on  Board  the  faid 
Veffell  Squire  Randolph  Inquired  for  the  Matter  lohn  Lind- 
fey, who  denied  then  that  he  was  Matter  & there  appeared 
one  W?  Trout  & faid  he  was  the  Matter  and  then  the  faid 
Squire  Randolph  alked  him  what  Country  man  he  was  and 
where  he  was  borne  the  faid  Trout  replied  he  was  an  Eng- 

lifhman 
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Edward  Randolph. 

lifhman  & borne  in  the  Weft  of  England  & then  the  faid 
Squire  Randolph  afked  him  what  part  and  what  Town  in 
the  Weft  of  England  to  which  the  faid  Trout  made  no  an- 
fwer,  but  an  other  perfon  ftandingnear  him  faid  Trout  could 
not  tell  becaufe  he  was  brought  away  from  England  when 
he  was  a Child  and  further  fayeth  not. 

Taken  before  me  this  20**^  Day  of  the 
Second  Month  1695. 

A True  Copy  Examined  ) Antho:  Morris. 

p*"  lohn  Claypoole  j 

By  their  Majeftys  Authority  &c. 

At  a Special  Court  held  at  Chichefter  in  the  County  of 
Chefter  in  the  Province  of  Penfilvania  the  Thirtieth  day  of 
April  1695  being  the  feventh  Year  of  their  Majefties  Reigne 
&c. 

lufticiaries  prefent 

Arthur  Cook,  Edward  Shippen  and  George  fforeman 
The  Court  being  called  in  Common  form  &c. 
Edward  Randolph  Erq*”  Pl!f 
William  Trout  Defendant. 

The  Plaintiff  and  Defendant  being  called  to  appear  viz. 
the  Plaintiff  by  his  Atturney  David  Lloyd  and  the  Defend- 
ant by  his  Atturnys  John  More  and  Griffith  Jones,  The 
Plaintiff  which  exhibits  his  information  ag!  the  Defendant 
which  was  read  &c.  to  which  the  Defendant  pleads  not 
Guilty  and  of  this  he  puts  himfelf  upon  the  Country  and 
the  Plaintiff  in  like  manner  whereupon  a Jury  being  called 
impannelled,  and  attested  to  try  the  fame,  the  Evidence  were 
called  and  attefted  in  Open  Court.  The  Atteftation  of 

William 
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William  Trout  Mafter  of  the  Briganteen  Dolphin  faith  that 
he  was  born  at  Permequid  in  New  England  and  that  he 
ferved  an  Apprenticefhip  with  one  Calender  of  Bofton  in 
New  England  lohn  Lindfe  and  Eleafer  Lindfe  Marriners 
belonging  to  the  faid  Veflell  upon  their  Atteftation  fay  that 
they  were  born  at  Linn  in  New  England  and  that  they  have 
belonged  to  the  fame  place  this  feveral  Years,  Richard  Wil- 
fon  Marriner  belonging  to  the  faid  Veffell  being  like  wife 
attefled  faith  that  he  was  born  at  Belaughe  in  the  North  of 
Ireland;  James  Afcue  dwelling  in  Suffex  one  of  the  Coun- 
ties annexed  to  the  Province  of  Penfilvania,  upon  his  Attef- 
tation faith  that  he  knew  William  Orr  ffreighter  of  the  faid 
Veffell  near  thefe  three  Years  and  that  the  faid  William  Orr 
was  an  inhabitant  in  the  faid  County  of  Suffex  and  hath 
paid  Scott  and  Lott  to  this  Government  as  other  Freehold- 
ers did,  and  the  faid  William  Orr  likewife  produced  a paper 
to  prove  the  fame  being  in  thefe  words  Received  the  Twenty 
fifth  day  of  Aprill  One  Thoufand  Six  hundred  Ninty  four  of 
Mr  William  Orr  and  Partner  Two  pounds  One  Shilling  and 
Eight  pence  being  in  full  for  the  Rate  levied  upon  the 
[penny?]  p Bill  I fay  received  p John  Hill  Colledlor.  Alfo 
received  five  fhillings  for  his  and  partners  County  Levy  p 
John  Hill  Sheriff.  The  Jury  having  heard  all  the  Evidences 
withdrew  and  after  fome  time  bring  in  their  Verdidt  in  thefe 
words.  This  30^^  of  Second  Month  1695.  We  of  the  Jury 
do  find  for  the  Defendant  with  cofl  of  Sute  and  Lawfull 
damage.  Henry  Hollingfworth  fforeman,  Whereupon  the 
Atturny  for  the  faid  Randolph  produced  a Note  requefting 
an  appeal  viz.  I Edward  Randolph  Surveyor  Generali  of 
their  Majefties  cuftoms  in  the  North  America  do  on  their 
VOL.  V.— IS  Majefties 
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Majefties  behalf  by  David  Lloyd  Atturny  for  their  Majef- 
ties  to  profecute  the  Briganteen  Dolphin  of  Boflon  William 
Trout  Matter  now  under  Seizure  for  their  Majefties,  Appeal 
from  the  Verdi6t  of  the  Jury  to  the  next  Provincial  Court. 
Philadelphia  Aprill  the  30*.^  1695  : Edward  Randolph  S : G: 
To  which  the  Court  anfwered  fo  far  as  the  King  was  con- 
cerned they  were  willing  that  the  caufe  might  be  removed 
by  appeal  to  the  Provincial  Court,  And  as  concerning  the 
faid  Randolph  part  the  Court  alfo  expreffed  their  readinefs 
to  Grant  his  Appeal  he  giving  Security  to  profecute  his  faid 
Appeal  as  the  Law  of  this  Province  requires  but  in  refpecSt 
of  his  abfence  and  no  Security  prefenting  the  Court  admit- 
ted of  his  Appeal  Provided  he  give  Security  before  the  Gov- 
ernor or  fuch  as  he  fhall  appoint  to  take  the  fame  for  profe- 
cution  of  the  faid  Appeal.  Notwithftanding  which  Appeal 
its  further  Orderd  that  the  faid  Briganteen  with  her  Load- 
ing be  difcharged  fo  as  to  proceed  their  Voiage,  The  faid 
William  Trout  giving  Security  to  the  value  of  the  faid 
Briganteen  and  Loading  to  the  Governor  or  fuch  as  he 
fliall  appoint  to  anfwer  fuch  damage  as  fhall  be  awarded 
againft  him  upon  the  faid  Appeal,  In  cafe  the  faid  Ran- 
dolph Give  Security  as  aforefaid. 

An  Abflract  drawn  from  the  Records  of 
the  faid  Court  the  Third  day  of  May  1695 
p John  Claypoole,  Cer. 

Philadelphia. 

Thefe  are  in  the  King  and  Queens  name  to  require  thee 
to  Arreft  the  Body  of  Edward  Randolph  EfaT  if 

found  in  thy  Bayliwick  and  him  fafely  keep  and 

have  at  the  next  County  Court  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia 

the 
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the  feventh  day  of  this  inftant  month  as  well  to  anfwer  to 
the  Complaint  of  William  Trout  Matter  of  the  Brigantine 
Dolphin  as  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  faid  Court.  Given 
under  my  hand  and  Seale  this  2^  day  of  May  being  the 
feventh  Year  of  the  Reigne  of  William  and  Mary  over  Eng- 
land &c.  King  and  Queen  Annoq  Dom : 1695. 

To  the  Sheriff  of 

the  County  of  Philadelphia.  Antho  : Morris. 

This  is  a true  Copy  of  the  Original  1 

examined  p John  Claypoole  Cler.  J 

Philadelphia. 

Edward  Randall  EfqT  flands  attached  to  anfwer  the  Com- 
plaint of  W*r  Trout  Mailer  of  the  Briganteen  Dolphin  of 
Bofton,  For  that  whereas  at  a Parliament  of  our  late  Sove- 
raigne  Lady  Elizabeth  Queen  of  England  & in  the  eight- 
eenth year  of  her  Reign  held  & publillied  amongft  other 
things  it  is  Ordained  & Enadled  That  where  any  Informer 
delays  or  difcontinues  his  Suite,  or  otherwife  is  nonfuited 
or  overthrown  that  fuch  Informer  fhall  pay  all  Cofls  and 
Damages,  and  the  faid  William  faith  that  the  faid  Ed- 
ward Randolph  by  the  Name  of  Edward  Randolph  Efq5 
their  Maj‘f  Surveyer  Gen^!  for  their  Cuftomes  in  the  Con- 
tinent of  America  who  profecuted  as  well  for  Our  Lord  & 
Lady  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  Govern^,  as  for  himfelf 
in  that  behalf,  at  A Speciall  Court  held  at  Chefler  in  the 
County  of  Cheller  the  thirtieth  day  of  Aprill  Anno  Dom : 
1695  before  Arthur  Cook,  Edward  Shippen  and  George 
Foreman  luftices  efpecially  appointed  by  the  Honh^®  William 
Markham  Govern^  a certain  information  of  the  faid 

William 
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William  Trout  upon  breach  of  An  A6i  of  Affembly  Enti- 
tuled  an  Ad:  for  the  Encouragement  of  Shiping  and  Navi- 
gation made  in  the  Twelf  Year  of  the  Reigne  of  Our 
Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  Second  late  King  of  England, 
And  although  the  faid  W™  Trout  was  by  the  Jury  Acquitted 
& Lawfully  not  found  guilty  of  the  premilTes,  as  was  by  the 
faid  Edward  in  his  Information  aledged  as  by  the  Records 
and  proceedings  more  at  large  appeareth  Yet  the  faid  Ed- 
ward Randall,  the  faid  Statute  of  the  eighteenth  of  Queen 
Elifabeth  not  minding,  the  faid  Edward  the  coft  & damages 
to  him  acrewed  by  reafon  of  the  Information  aforefaid  in 
forme  aforefaid  exhibited  hath  not  paid,  whereby  Adion 
hath  acrewed  to  the  faid  William  to  require  & have  of  the 
faid  Edward  Randolph  the  Sum  of  fforty  four  pounds 
Eighteen  fhillings  Silvermoney  and  reafonable  cofl  & Dam- 
ages fuflained  by  the  Occafion  aforefaid  according  to  the 
form  of  the  faid  Statute  of  the  Eighteenth  of  Elizabeth  Yett 
the  faid  Def!  the  fame  to  pay  hath  refufed  Allthough  often 
requeued,  and  flill  doth  refufe  to  the  faid  William’s  Damage 
fixty  pounds  And  thereupon  he  brings  this  Suite. 

\^Endor/ed~\  Copy  of  A Tryall  upon  the 

Seizure  of  the  Brigantine 

Dolphin,  in  Penfilvania. 

Dehf^  to  y®  Board  by  Mi;  Randolph. 

Augi  the  17^^  1696. 


An 
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An  Account  of  severall  things  whereby  illegall  Trade 

IS  ENCOURAGED  IN  VIRGINIA  MARYLAND  AND  PeNSILVANIA, 
TOGEATHER  WITH  METHODS  FOR  PREVENTION  THEREOF 

Humbly  Offer’d  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Honour- 
able THE  Commissioners  of  His  Majesties  Customs  by 
Edward  Randolph  Surveyer  Generall  &c. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  Gen^y  Vol.  4.  p.  57.  16  061.  1695. 

First.  The  Ignorance  remiflions  or  Connivance  of  the 

Colle6lors  permitting  Matters  of  VetTells  and  others 
to  import  into  their  difbridls  Goods  and  Merchan- 
dizes Prohibited  by  Law  and  to  ad  Tobacco  upon 
their  producing  forged  Certificates : Some  are 
Traders  having  Offices  of  Trufl  and  profit  in  the 
Government. 

Secondly.  The  Naval  Officers  takeing  perfons  of  Small  or 
no  Efiates  to  be  Security  for  Matters  bound  to  Eng- 
land Wales  &c.  but  carry  their  Tobacco  to  Scotland 
diredlly  yet  afterwards  upon  their  producing  forged 
Certificates  they  difcharge  thofe  forfeited  Bonds. 

Thirdly.  The  generall  partiality  of  Courts  and  Jurys 
(byaffed  by  private  Interefl)  in  caufes  relating  to 
the  Crown  of  which  fome  as  in  Virginia  and  Penfil- 
vania  are  not  legally  Quallified. 

Fourthly.  There  is  no  penalty  by  Law  upon  Fobb  [cheat- 
ing] Mailers  nor  upon  Matters  producing  forged 
Certificates  & Coquetts  to  the  Colledlors  in  the 
Plantations  nor  upon  thote  pertons  who  forge  them 
(William  Maccay  in  the  Providence  of  London  but 

John 
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John  Carr  was  Caleb  Hubbert  in  the  Antelope  of 
Boflon  Caleb  Chaffin  Mafler  John  Price  in  the 
Catherine  of  Bofton  Guflavus  Hamilton  Mafler. 

The  Inhabitants  on  the  Eaflern  Shore  of  Virginia 
Mary  Land  and  Delawere  River  Scottiffimen  & 
Others  haue  great  Stocks  lying  by  them  to  pur- 
chafe  Tobacco  and  prepare  a Loading  ready  to  be  put 
aboard  any  Veffell  from  New  England  who  affift 
with  Boats  Sloops  to  get  the  Goods  a Shoar  before 
the  Veffell  is  Entred,  which  they  difpofe  of  amongft 
their  goods  in  the  Store,  the  Veffel  lying  in  fome 
obfcure  Creek  40  or  fifty  Miles  diftant  from  the 
Colledi?  Office  and  in  a fhort  time  is  Loaded  and 
fayles  out  of  the  Capes  undifcovered. 

Colledlors  permitting  Veffells  Entred  outwards  to 
fome  other  place  then  to  the  Plantations  as  Ireland 
Newfoundland  &?  to  trade  in  the  Plantations  bringing 
no  Certificates  that  Security  is  given  in  England. 

Colleftors  permitting  the  Natives  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Scotland  coming  Paffengers  from  thence  by  way 
of  Berwick  Whitehaven  to  the  Plantations  with 
Confiderable  quantities  of  Goods  which  in  a Ped- 
dling manner  they  difpofe  of  running  in  fmall  boats 
from  River  and  Creek  to  another. 

Their  not  profecuting  Matters  vpon  forfeiture  of 
their  Plantation  Bonds,  nor  Veffells  belonging  to 
England  Ireland  or  the  Subjects  in  the  Planta- 
tions upon  Breach  of  the  Afts  of  Trade  unlefs  they 
come  into  the  Plantations  where  the  Offence  was 
Comitted. 


Fobb 


Documents  and  Letters. 


119 

Fobb  Mafters  (as  William  Maccay,  Caleb  Hub- 
bert,  John  Price,  Stephen  Lawrence  laft  year  &?)  not 
worth  five  pounds  apeece  being  Irifli  or  Subjedls  in 
the  Plantations  Saile  in  Veffells  belonging  to  Scot- 
ti£h  Owners,  and  upon  their  Oath  that  they  are  fuch 
are  permitted  to  trade  if  they  can  produce  but  a 
Coquett  from  England  (as  Robert  Arthur  &?) 

The  Colleflors  nor  their  Deputies  goeing  abroad 
Veffells  vpon  their  firft  Arrivall  into  their  diflridls 
to  Examine  whither  the  Matter,  the  Veffell  and  the 
Marriners  are  duly  Qualified. 

Their  fuffering  Veffells  belonging  to  New  Eng- 
land Barbados  &?  carrying  Bread,  Flower,  and 
Other  provifions  in  Cafke  from  Virginia  Maryland 
or  Penfilvania  to  the  Plantations  to  load  in  any 
River  or  Creek  50  or  100  Miles  diflant  from  their 
Offices,  by  which  means  great  quantities  of  Cutt 
and  dryed  Tobacco  are  put  up  in  Cafke  and  carried 
to  the  Plantations. 

Cover?  of  the  Plantations  permitt  Privateers  of 
all  Nations  to  be  Matters  and  Owners  of  Veffells 
as  in  Penfilvania,  New  England  for  prevention 
whereof  ’tis  humbly  propofed 

That  3 or  4 active  perfons  Experienced  in  Cuf- 
tome-houfe  bufinefs  be  fent  from  England  and  dif- 
pofed  of  in  thofe  diflridls  where  illegall  Traders 
ufually  refort  having  Salerys,  which  with  the  Cuflom 
houfe  fees  of  their  Office  will  maintain  them  well, 
without  Trading  or  dependance  on  the  Government. 

None 
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2<?  None  of  Enumerated  Plantation  Comoditys  are 

to  be  exported  out  of  the  Plantations  till  Bond  be 
firft  given  or  Certificate  produced  as  by  the 
1 of  K : C : the  Second  And  by  the  faid  Adi  the 
Gov?  of  the  Plantations  are  required  to  take  an 
Oath  to  obferve  the  forementioned  Claufes  in  that 
A61.  But  neither  the  Gov?  nor  fuch  perfons  whom 
they  fliall  appoint  are  by  the  I2^^  or  by  the  15*  of 
the  fame  King  under  any  penalty  if  they  take  in 
fufficient  Security  All  Govern?  therefore  ought 
to  be  under  the  fame  Penalty  of  ioo6^‘  and  forfeiture 
for  taking  insfificient  Security  as  by  the  faid 
A6l  of  the  15^1*  of  the  King  they  are  forentring  upon 
their  Governments  before  they  have  taken  the  folemn 
Oath  : Que^  whether  the  Gouer?  of  Proprietaries 
haue  not  incurrred  the  penalty  of  the  Adlfor  entring 
upon  their  Gouern?  before  they  have  taken  the  Oath 
Enjoned  thereby. 

3>y  That  a Court  of  Exchequer  be  eredled  in  all  the 

Plantations  on  the  Coaft  of  America,  to  try  all 
Caufes  (criminall  Excepted)  relating  to  the  Crown, 
the  Judges  and  Attorneys  Generali  to  be  appointed 
by  his  Majefty  Our  Emparlance  to  be  allowed  only : 
Appeals  to  ly  from  that  Court  to  the  Gouerr  & 
Councill  and  from  them  to  his  Majefty  in  Council : 
And  to  take  the  Officers  Bond  to  profecute  to  effedt 
(mine  was  refufed  after  the  Tryal  of  the  Briganteen 
do  upon  my  appeale  in  Penfilvania. 

4thiy  Hobb  [Fobb]  Mafters  and  Matters  producing  a 

forged  Certificate  or  Coquet  to  the  Colledlor  in  the 

Plantations 
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Plantations  to  fuffer  12  months  Imprifonment  and 
the  Lofs  of  the  Veffell  and  Loading  and  the  forger 
Imprifonment  during  life,  And  for  difcovery  thereof, 
that  our  Lift  of  Certificates  of  Veffells  giving  Bond 
in  the  Plantations  to  goe  to  England  &?  only  certi- 
fying the  difcharge  of  their  Loading  accordingly  to 
be  yearly  fent  to  the  Gover*:  of  that  Plantation 
where  they  loaded,  by  fuch  perfon  whom  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  his  Majeflies  Cuflomes  fliall  pleafe  to 
appoint,  which  Lift  fhall  be  deemed  and  allowed  of 
for  good  Evidence  in  Law  by  all  perfons  concern’d. 

5thiy  No  Matter  or  Mate  or  other  perfon  belonging  to 

any  Veffell  coming  to  the  Plantations  fhall  unlade 
any  Goods  or  Merchandize  whatfoever  before  entry 
made  upon  forfeiture  of  200^\  And  every  Inhabit- 
anter  or  forrainer  that  fliall  affifl  or  take  from  on 
board  fuch  Veffell  any  goods  into  any  floop  untill 
fuch  Entry  firft  made  and  the  Mafter  have  fliewed 
a permitt 'under  the  hand  & feal  of  the  Officer  being 
Informed  againft  & apprehended  by  A Warrant  from 
a Juflice  of  Peace  in  the  Govern!  where  the  Offence 
was  Committed  and  convidted  thereof,  fliall  for  the 
firft  Offence  loofe  the  Sloop  &*:  and  all  the  goods  a 
board  or  Landed  out  of  her  and  pay  the  fum  of  ten 
pounds  and  for  the  Second  Offence  pay  20^* 

6tijy  All  Veffells  failing  from  England  & to  the  Plan- 

tations to  bring  with  them  a printed  Certificate  that 
Bond  is  given  in  the  Port  from  whence  they  cleared, 
Otherwife  not  to  be  permitted  to  Load  under  the 
penalty  of  [blank]  to  the  Colledtor. 

VOL.  V. — 16 


All 
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7thiy  All  Scotch  men  being  Agents  and  Fadlors  com- 

ing by  way  of  Whitehaven  directly  to  the  Plan- 
tations bringing  with  them  Scotch  Manufaflure 
or  the  produdt  thereof  to  purchafe  Tobacco,  and 
bring  the  proper  Goods  of  the  fubjedls  of  the  King- 
dome  of  Scotland  to  be  accounted  Aliens  according 
to  the  Aft  made  in  the  12^!'  year  of  King  Charles 
the  Second. 

8thiy  All  Englifh  Irifh  or  Subjefts  in  the  Plantations 

being  Matters  or  Mates  of  Veffells  ought  Stridlly  to 
be  profecuted  upon  forfeiture  of  their  Plantation 
Bond  that  a Copy  thereof  attefted  before  the  Gov- 
ernT  in  Councill  under  the  Seal  of  the  Government 
fhall  be  valid  Evidence  againft  the  Offender  in  any 
Court  in  England  Ireland  or  the  Plantations. 

That  no  [blank]  or  fraudulent  fale  of  any  Veffell 
breaking  the  Adts  of  Trade  in  the  Plantations  fhall 
barr  the  profecution  of  her  upon  TefHmony  of  the 
Fa6l  viva  voce  taken  before  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cill under  the  Seal  of  the  Government  which  fhall 
be  a fufficient  proof  to  Condemn  her  being  Seized 
and  profecuted  in  what  place  foever  in  his  Maj*® 
Dominions  he  fhall  be  found  by  fuch  perfon  as  fhall 
be  thereunto  appointed. 

That  feverall  of  thofe  Copies  and  Teffimonialls  of 
the  Fadl  be  fent  to  the  Officers  in  fuch  places  where 
the  Offenders  may  be  mett  with  with  Depofitions  of 
the  Matters  and  Veffells  ready  to  be  made  vfe  of  upon 
the  firft  arrivall  of  either  of  them,  that  the  Defend? 
have  liberty  to  appeal. 


That 
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That  all  the  Mafters  and  Veffells  which  have 
broken  the  A6ts  of  Trade  belonging  to  Ireland  or 
New  England  be  proceeded  againfl  upon  the  Copys 
of  their  Bonds  given  in  Years  1693  & 1^94  And 
that  Nathaniell  Dives  of  Londondery  who  run  away 
with  his  Ship  and  Loading  after  fhe  was  feized  for 
his  Majefty  be  profecuted  in  Ireland  where  he  now 
inhabits. 

9‘Wy  No  Englifh  Irifh  or  Subjedls  in  the  Plantations 

to  faile  Matter  or  Mate  in  any  VefTell  belonging  to 
the  Subjefts  of  Scotland,  upon  any  pretence  what- 
foever  upon  forfeiture  of  the  Veffell  and  her  Load- 
ing the  One  Moiety  to  his  Maj^?"  the  other  to  the 
Informer  if  difcovered  in  one  Year  next  after  the 
Offence  Committed  or  to  fuch  Matter  or  Mate  upon 
revealing  & making  known  his  Offence  to  the  Gov- 
ernor or  the  Collector  in  the  Plantation  within  20 
days  after  his  Arrivall. 

lothiy  The  Colledfor  or  his  Deputy  to  goe  aboard  where 

there  is  ground  of  Sufpicion  to  view  the  built  of  the 
Vetfell,  the  Mafler  to  give  an  Account  in  writing  of 
the  Names  of  all  his  Owners  the  place  or  places  of 
their  habitation  with  the  Number  and  Names  of  all 
his  Saylers  upon  Oath  and  figned  by  him  before 
Witnefs,  if  afterwards  he  be  Convidled  to  forfeit 
500^^  the  one  Moiety  to  his  Ma^^ 
iithiy  All  Veffells  Carrying  Tobacco  or  Provifions  in 

Cafke  from  Virginia  Maryland  or  Penfilvania  to  any 
other  of  his  Majefties  Plantations  ought  to  haue  two 
parts  [ports]  only  allowed  to  load  and  unload  at  in 

each 
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each  Colony  and  Province  to  be  appointed  by  the 
refpedlive  Governor  the  Colledlor  or  his  Deputy 
to  be  allways  prefent  at  the  time  Loading  upon 
penalty. 

,2thiy  New  England  Penfilvania,  South  Carolina,  and 

Other  places,  abound  with  Privateers  (the  pelt  of 
all  Trade)  no  Privateer  to  be  admitted  by  the  Goverf 
to  Enjoy  any  Libertys  or  priviledges  in  the  Planta- 
tions untill  hee  have  given  fufficient  Security  (not 
lefs  then  ioo6^‘  Step)  to  be  taken  and  approved  of  by 
fuch  perfon  as  his  Maj!^  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint  and 
then  to  haue  Liberty 

\_Endorfed~\  Copy  of  Mf  Randolph’s  Propofalls  to  the  Com?  of  the 

Cufloms  to  difcourage  the  illegall  Trade  in  the  Planta- 
tions : prefented  to  them  the  I6‘^  Odlob^  1695.  Del''.'^  to 

me  the  17^^  Aug.  1696. 


Randolph’s  Petition  : also  Proposalls  to  prevent 

DELAY  IN  LOADING  TOBACCO. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Board  of  Trade,  2..  Bundle  C.  31  Jan.  1695. 

To  the  Right  Hon^!®  the  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his 
Ma^'f®  mofl  Hon'"!®  Privye  Councill. 

May  it  pleafe  y!:  Lordf^?^ 

I did  humbly  reprefent  in  my  papers  now  under  y'  LordP?® 
Confideratio  the  many  mifcheifes  arifing  to  the  Revennue 
of  y®  Crown  by  y®  Subjefts  of  Scotland  trading  diredtly  to  & 
from  that  Kingdome  to  his  forain  Plantations. 

During  my  Stay  in  thofe  Plantations  I obferved  that  M? 
of  veffells  mett  with  Great  Difficulties  in  loding  their  tobacco 

either 
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either  by  their  Saylers  deferting  their  Service,  or  by  y® 
Comanders  of  his  Ma^'f®  Shipps  of  Warr  preffing  them.  So 
that  the  Convoy  left  25  Sayle  of  veffells  laft  yeare  expofed 
to  y®  Danger  of  Privateers. 

For  remedy  whereof  for  the  future,  I did  humbly  prefent 
to  the  Right  Hon’!  the  Lords  of  y®  Committee  for  Trade 
Propofalls  (a  Copy  whereof  is  humbly  annexed)  which  their 
Lord^.p®  were  pleafed  to  approve  of,  and  on  y®  13  of  De- 
cem’^?*'  paft  referrd  them  to  their  LordT.P®  of  the  Admiralty  to 
report  thereupon. 

Now  in  regard  the  Severall  matters  therein  containd  are 
of  great  Import  to  his  Mah®®  Service : in  having  all  the  Mer- 
chantable Tobacco  (from  whence  a moil  Confiderable  Re- 
vennue  doth  yearely  arife)  loaded  tyme  enough,  that  all 
veffells  return  under  Convoy: 

Its  humbly  propofed. 

That  their  LordTF®  of  the  Admiralty  do  accordingly  make 
their  Report:  That  his  Ma^'f®  Gratious  directions  may  be 
had  thereupon.  All  which  is  etc : 

Jan*^:3i:  by 

EdRandolph.  S : G : 

\Annexed'\ 

To  the  R*  Hon^’®  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
and  Foreign  Plantacons. 

The  humble  Reprefentacon  of  Edward  Randolph 
Surveyor  Generali  of  His  Ma^®  Cuffcomes  in  the  Colo- 
nies and  Plantacons  upon  the  coaft  of  America. 

May  it  pleafe  yo’'  Lopps 

His  Ma‘®  fhips  of  War  fent  yearly  to  convoy  the  Veffells 

trading 
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trading  to  Virginia  and  Maryland,  come  to  an  anchor  upon 
their  arrivall  at  Point  Comfort  in  Virginia,  and  there  con- 
tinue till  y®  return  of  the  Fleet  to  England ; which  is  about 
8o  leagues  diftant  from  fome  of  the  harbors  and  creeks  in 
Maryland,  where  fhips  from  London  and  other  places  do 
yearly  load,  and  not  one  of  them  is  fent  into  that  Province 
to  affifl:  the  Matters  in  their  loading  in  cafe  their  Sailors  fall 
fick  or  run  away  from  them,  now  much  pradtifed.  They  go 
thofe  long  voyages  to  avoid  being  preff’d  into  His  Ma‘* 
Service  at  home : fome  get  afhore,  and  are  harbour’d  and 
conceald  by  the  Planters  in  the  Country ; but  the  far  greater 
number  (in  expedlacon  of  much  higher  wages)  are  incour- 
aged  and  entertaind  in  Philadelphia  in  Penfilvania  where 
fliip  themfelves  either  abord  the  Privateers  for  fhares,  or  upon 
veffells  trading  illegally  to  South  Carolina,  or  Carafaw ; 
whereby  His  Ma^^  lofes  every  year  the  fervice  of  many  able 
Sailors,  who  feldom  return  to  EngP  The  homeward  bound 
fliips  are  weakly  man’d,  and  not  capable  to  defend  them- 
felves ag^  the  Comon  enemy;  neither  can  y®  Mafl'’®  com- 
ply with  the  Condicon  in  their  bonds  to  return  y*"  men  to 
England. 

Nigh  a loo  Sailors  ran  away  lafl:  year  from  the  fhips  be- 
longing to  London  and  other  places,  loading  tobacco  in 
Maryland  and  Penfilvania,  which  with  the  Sailors  hcknefs, 
and  the  extraordinary  froft  and  fnow,  fo  obflrudled  the  Mat- 
ters in  their  loading  that  25  veffells,  of  which  fome  carried  7 
or  800  hogfli'^.®  a peece,  were  left  by  the  Convoy  to  fhift  for 
themfelves,  and  might  have  bin  loft;  but  Colon  Nicholfon 
ftopd  them  til  they  were  all  loaden,  and  made  one  Coman- 
dore  for  that  voyage. 


Great 
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Great  differences  arife  often  between  y®  Mailers  and  their 
men,  and  fometimes  mutinies  among  the  Sailors,  not  to  be 
compofd  by  the  Civil  Magiflrate ; which  might  effedlually 
and  fpeedily  be  fupprelTd,  if  a Man  of  war  Orderd  his  flation 
in  Patuxant  river  in  Maryland,  (being  the  place  where  fliips 
clear  with  the  Officers  of  His  Ma‘^  Cufloms)and  to  continue 
there  til  the  fhips  loaden  in  y®.  remoter  parts  of  the  Bay, 
come  thither,  and  are  ready  to  join  y®  Virginia  fleet  at  the 
Coihand"®  prefixed  time  of  failing  home. 

Now  to  the  end  that  Matters  of  veffells  trading  in  thofe 
Plantacons  may  be  (for  the  future)  not  delayed  in  their  load- 
ing and  difpatch. 

It  is  humbly  propofed 

1.  That  one  of  the  Convoy  fhips  now  bound  out  with  y® 
MercH  men  to  thofe  Plantacons,  may  (upon  her  arrivall)  be 
Orderd  to  fail  to  Patuxant  river  in  Maryland,  and  to  be  aid- 
ing & affifling  to  the  Matters  as  juft  occafion  may  require. 

2.  That  direccon  be  given  to  y®  Governors  in  Virginia  & 
Marylad  to  make  Law  injoining  a fevere  penalty  upon  any 
Planter  or  other  perton  whatfoever,  that  thall  hereafter  allure 
or  entice  any  Sailor  [&c]  from  his  fervice  abord  thip  or 
otherwife  in  the  voyage,  or  thall  harbor  and  conceal  any  of 
them  in  their  houfes  or  elfewhere. 

3.  That  ftridt  Order  be  fent  to  y®  Governor  of  Penfilvania, 
and  y®  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware  bay,  to  feize  upon 
& apprehend  all  Sailors  and  Mariners  coming  into  that 
Government  by  land  or  water  from  Virginia  or  Maryland, 
and  to  fend  them  back  again  with  a guard,  to  be  delivered 
to  one  of  the  Members  of  His  Ma*®  Councill  in  either  Gov- 
ernment from  whence  they  run  away,  to  be  put  abord  one  of 

His 
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His  fhips  of  war,  to  be  proceeded  againft  as  Runaways 
& deferters  of  His  Ma^®  fervice. 

And  whereas  tis  a known  & comon  practice  of  Mafters 
& Owners  of  Merch^®  fhips  to  hire  & entertain  abord,  upon 
extraordinary  wages,  the  Sailors  belonging  to,  & in  His 
Ma^^  Service  in  y®  Ships  of  war  in  the  Plantacons  (as  in 
New  England  &c.)  by  which  means  thofe  fhips  are  ren- 
dred  incapable  to  purfue  & perform  their  Services  as  in 
duty  bound,  which  obliges  y®  Capt®  & Comand"®  of  His  Ma^® 
fliips  of  war  to  prefs  Sailors  out  of  veffells  trading  to  and 
from  thofe  Plantacons,  to  the  utter  ruine  of  their  voyage 
alfo. 

It  is  therefore  humbly  propofed  That  all  Mafters  & 
Owners  of  veffells  upon  merch^  imploy,  who  fhall  hire  for 
wages,  or  keep  abord  any  fuch  Sailor  without  y®  licenfe 
under  y®  hand  & feal  of  the  Capt  or  Comand'  of  the  fhip  of 
war  to  whom  he  did  belong  firft  had  & obteined,  fhall,  upon 

due  proof  & conviccon  thereof,  forfeit  y®  fum  of, the 

one  moiety  to  His  Ma^^  and  the  other  to  him  who  fhall 

inform  & profecute  for  the  fame  within days  after  y® 

offence  committed. 

And  that  every  Capt  or  Comand’’  of  any  of  His  Ma^®  Ships 
of  war  coming  into  any  His  Ma^®  Plantacons,  fhall  not,  upon 
the  death  or  runing  away  of  his  men,  prefs  or  take  from 
abord,  any  of  the  Sailors  or  other  perfons  belonging  to 
Merch^®  veffells,  without  having  firft  made  known  to  y®  Gov- 
ernor of  fuch  Plantacon,  the  caufe,  and  alfo  y®  number  of 
men  wanting  to  make  up  y®  Complement,  with  all  due  re- 
gard had  to  the  encouragem^  and  promoting  the  Plantacon 
Trade.  Such  like  methods  will  be  leffe  chargeable  to  Mer- 
chants, 
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chants,  and  render  His  Ma^®  Ships  at  all  times  ready  for 
Service. 

Referrd  to  y®  of  y®  Admiralty 
All  which  &c. 

13  December  paft.  by  EdRandolph  Surv'  Gen’) 

\_Efidor/ed~\  Mf  Randolphs  Petition. 

\_And further]  Propofalls  humbly  off  red  to  prevent  Delayes  in  Mafters 

loading  tobacco  in  the  Plantations,  and  to  fecure 
them  from  being  taken  in  their  Return  home. 


Randolphs  Memorial. 

State  Papers^  Colonial^  Board  of  Trade,  2,  Bundle  C.  10  Feb.  1695. 

To  the  Right  Hon’'!®  the  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his 
Ma^’®®  mofl  Hon’'!®  Privye  Councill. 

May  it  pleafe  y*'  LordEP® 

In  my  Memoriall  prefented  to  y*”  Lordf^.^®  by  y®  Comm?  of 
his  Ma^’®*  Cuftoms,  I did  therein  Humbly  reprefent  the  great 
damages  arifing  to  the  Revennue  of  his  Ma*'®^  Cuftoms  on 
Tobacco:  by  the  illegall  Trade  carried  on  to  & from  the 
Plantations  to  Scotland  diredlly  by  the  Subjects  of  that 
Kingdome  as  alfo  the  Impoffibility  of  Suppreffing  the  Same 
for  the  future  untill  thofe  many  vafts  \_Jic~\  tra6ls  of  land 
upon  y®  Continent  of  America;  now  in  the  poffeffion  & dif- 
pofe  of  feverall  Proprietors  be  brought  to  a flrifl  Conformity 
to  the  A(5ls  of  Trade  & Navigation. 

My  occafions  preffing  me  Suddainely  to  depart  for  that 
Continent  of  America,  unleffe  y*"  Lordf^^®  fhall  pleafe  to 

Command  my  attendance  & further  Informations  in  order 
VOL.  V.  — 17  to 


130 


Edward  Randolph. 

to  make  a Compleat  Regulation  in  the  trade  of  all  thofe 
feparate  Colonyes  & Provinces: 

I humbly  attend  the  fignification  of  y5  Lordf^P"*  pleafure 
therein. 

All  which  is  etc : 

by  Ed  Randolph  : Surf  Ge‘! 

\Endorfed\  M!  Randolph  : Mem“ 

Read  lo  Feb : 1695. 


Extract  of  Presentment  from  Com.  of  Customs. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  4.  p.  29. 

Att  the  Councill  Chamber  in  Whitehall 
the  23‘P  day  of  July  1696. 

Prefent:  Their  Excellencies  the  Lords  luflicesin  Councill. 

It  is  this  day  Ordered  by  Their  Excellencies  in  Councill 
that  the  annexed  Extradl  of  a Prefentment  from  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  y®  Cuflomes,  to  the  Right  Honoble  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  be  fent  to  the  Councill  of 
Trade,  to  Report  their  Opinion,  as  to  what  Relates  to 
Attorney  Generalls  to  be  appointed  for  the  Plantations  ac- 
cording to  the  Propofall  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Cuflomes. 

Bridgeman. 

Extradl  of  a Prefentment  from  the  Comm?  of  his  Ma?®®  Cuf- 
tomes  to  the  R1  Hono^!®  the  Lords  Comm?  of  his  Ma^'f 
Treafury. 

Whereas  by  the  Adf  made  in  the  22^’^  and  23*  yeares  of 
the  Reigne  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  ’tis  provided  that  if 

any 
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any  Shipps  or  Veflells  fhall  lade  any  of  the  enumerated  Com- 
modities before  Bond  given  in  manner  therein  diredled  to 
carry  the  faid  Goods  to  fome  other  of  his  Ma^®®  Plantations, 
or  to  England  Wales  or  Berwicke,  or  which  contrary  to  fuch 
Bond  fhall  carry  the  faid  Goods  to  any  place,  other  then  to 
fuch  other  Englifh  Plantations  as  doe  belong  to  his  Ma*l®  or 
to  England  Wales  or  Berwicke  and  there  lay  the  fame  on 
Shoar,  every  fuch  Ship  or  Veffell  fhall  be  forfeited  with  her 
Guns,  ffurniture  and  Ladeing,  the  one  Moyety  thereof  to 
the  Kings  Ma^l®  and  the  other  to  him  or  them  that  fliall 
Seize  and  Sue  for  the  fame  in  any  of  the  faid  Plantations  in 
the  Court  of  the  High  Admirall  of  England,  or  of  any  of 
his  Vice  Admiralls,  as  well  as  in  any  Court  of  Record  in 
England,  and  by  the  aforefaid  A6i  for  preventing  Frauds 
and  regalateing  Abufes  in  the  Plantation  Trade,  the  Penal- 
ties and  Forfeitures  therein  mentioned  are  to  be  recovered 
in  any  of  his  Ma^'f®  Courts  at  Weftminfter,  or  in  the  King- 
dome  of  Ireland,  or  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  held  in  his 
Ma‘’!®  Plantations  refpedively  where  the  Offence  fhall  be 
committed  at  the  Pleafure  of  y®  Officer  or  Informer,  or  in 
any  other  Plantation  belonging  to  any  Subjed  of  England  ; 
The  Comm^'f  do  humbly  move  as  highly  conduceing  to  the 
due  Execution  of  thefe  and  other  penall  Lawes  for  the 
Good  of  the  Plantacon  Trade,  That  fuch  Courts  of  Admir- 
alty may  be  eredled  in  each  refpe6live  Plantacon,  And  that 
Perfons  of  knowne  Ability  and  Integrity  may  by  Comiffion 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  be  accordingly  impowered 
for  thefe  purpofes.  And  likewife  that  Perfons  of  Experience 
in  the  Laws  may  be  Nominated  and  Recomended  by  the 

King, 
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King,  to  the  refpe6live  Governors  to  be  Employed  as  Attor- 
nys  Generali  for  the  Profecucon  of  Bonds,  Trying  of  Seiz- 
ures and  other  matters  relateing  to  the  Crowne. 

Robert  Clayton 
RobT  Southwell 
Walt  Yong 

A true  Copy.  Ja:  Chadwick 

Sam:  Clarke 
Ben  : Overton. 

W?  Bridgeman. 

\_Endorfed'\  Prefentm!  from  the  Com*?  of  the  Cuftoms  relating  to  the 

Execution  of  Penal  Laws  againft  irregularities  in  the 
Plantac  Trade,  and  the  eftablilhing  Courts  there,  with 
proper  Officers  for  that  purpofe : With  an  Order  of 
Councill  upon  it,  dated  July  the  23‘^  1696. 

Read  the 


The  Names  of  y®  Gou^.^  in  the  severall  Islands  Colo- 
nyes  & provinces  to  his  belonging  in  America  : 

Some  of  them  are  appointed  by  his  immediate 

Commission:  Others  by  the  Owners  of  Proprietyes 
PUTT  out  & removed  BY  THEM  AT  PLEASURE  : OTHERS 
ANNUALLY  ElECTED. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  Gen[,  Vol.  4.  p.  37.  29  July  1696. 

Gou?  by  his  Ma*i®^  immediate  Commiffion ; 

Iflands: 

Jamaica  S'!  William  Beefton 

Barbados  ffrancis  Ruffell : Efq ; 


Leeward 
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Leeward  Iflands 


{Antequo 
Nevis 

Chriftophers : 
Mount  Seratt 
Bermudos 


Coii:  Chriftopher  Codrington:  Gour 
Coii  Thomas  Hill : GouT 

Sammuell  Gardner 
IJ  Gouy  of  Nevis  : 

Coif:  John  Goddard. 


Continent 

Virginia 
Maryland 
New  Yorke : 
New  Eng^ 


S';  Edmond  Andros 
Coii  : ffrancis  Nicholfon 
Coii:  Benjamin  ffletcher 
William  Stoughton  Efq : Gou': 


Gou?  by  Proprietors 


B 

(T) 

w 

3 

crq 


Bahama  Iflands 
Carolina 


Pennfilvania 
Eaft  Jerfey  ^ 
Weft  Jerfey  5 
New  Hampfheire 


Nicholas  Trott  Efq : 

John  Archdale  a Quaker:  for 


his 


Son 


r 


Jo: 


Mr  William  Markham  < 
M';  Andrew  Hamilton 
a Scotch  man  : , 

M*;  William  Partridge : 


Goodfon 
Sam : Car- 
penter 
Aftiftants. 


Gou?  by  Charter : annually  Eledled. 

Colony  of  Connedticott  M^  Robert  Treat : 

Colony  of  Road  Iftand  Caleb  : Carr : late  Gou'*.  an  illiterate 

man. 


^Tis  one  of  thofe  places  (as  I formerly  reprefented)  which 
harbours  pyrates;  Cap!  Tew  a pyrate  came  theither  laft 
yeare  with  a very  great  Sum  of  money  & 4 veflells  very  well 
mannd  Sayld  from  thence  to  the  Red  Sea:  fometyme  after. 

The 
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The  Gou"  in  all  his  plantations  are  by  the  feverall 

A6ls  of  Parlml  relating  to  Trade  enjoined  as  ffollows: 

12  C.  2.  To  take  an  Oath  : etc: 

not  to  allow  an  vnfree  Ship  to  trade  upon  for- 
feiture of  their  places : 

To  take  Bonds  : etc  : 

15  C.  2.  To  take  an  Oath,  to  obferue  what  is  therein 

Enadted  vpon  forfeiture  of  1000^^:  etc : 

22  & 23  C.  2.  To  take  Bonds,  & to  receiue  Certificates 
from  y®  Officers  in  fome  Cufiome  houfe  in 
Engf 

That  bonds  haue  been  there  giuen : 

To  return  to  his  Ma^'f  Officers  in  the  port 
of  London  a Lift  of  fuch  veffells  as  fhall  load 
any  of  the  Comodityes  in  fuch  plantations,  and 
alfo  Lifts  of  all  Bonds  taken  by  them. 

7 : & 8 : G : 3.  All  Gou?  or  Commanders  in  cheife  etc: 
fhall  take  a Solemn  Oath  : to  do  their  vtmoft. 
That  all  the  Claufes  matters  & thincfs  con- 
tained  in  the  before  recited  Adts  of  Parim : 
heretofore  paffed ; & now  in  force:  etc:  bee 
punftually  & bona  fide  obferued  : etc  : 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

etc  : EdRandolph  : 

July:  29*^  1696. 

\^Endorfed~\  Mf  Randolph’s  Lift  of  the  Names  of  the 

prefent  Govern'"^  of  the  American  Plantations 
July,  the  29^1*  1696. 

Read  the  31^*" 


To 
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To  THE  Hon®V°  the  Comm*".^  of  his  Customs.  Pro- 

POSALLS  HUMBLY  OFFRED,  FOR  THE  MORE  EFFECTUALL 

PUTTING  IN  Execution  the  Act  for  preventing  frauds 
& regulating  abuses  in  y®  plantation  Trade. 

Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General,  4,  (53).  31  July  1696. 

I.  That  the  Gov?  in  all  the  proprietyes  be  duely  qualified 
for  the  difcharg  of  their  Trufl:,  in  relation  to  the  A6ls 
of  Trade,  as  in  y®  A6t  for  preventing  frauds  etc.  is 
diredled. 

2 : that  fitt  perfons  be  appointed  to  be  the  Gov?  of  Carolina 
& Penfilvania  to  prevent  the  illegall  Trade  carried  on 
by  Scotchman  & others  in  veffells  belonging  to  New 
Eng-i  & penfilvania,  from  thofe  provinces,  to  Scotland, 
Carafaw,  & other  unlawfull  places. 

3.  That  a Commiffion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Engf  (as 
formerly)  be  direded  to  divers  perfons  with  power  to 
adminifter  the  Oath  to  the  prefent  Gov?  in  all  the  plan- 
tations: & alfo  to  fuch  who  fhall  hereafter  be  made 
Gov?  of  any  of  them  : before  their  entring  upon  any  of 
their  refpedtive  Goverm? 

4:  that  there  be  appointed  a Judge,  a Regifler,  a Marfhall 
of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  an  Atturney  Gen”  in  all 
y®  Colonyes  & Provinces  upon  the  Coaft  of  America, 
to  trye  Caufes  arifing  upon  Seizures  & forfeitures,  made 
upon  y®  Breach  of  y®  Severall  Afts  relating  to  the  Trade 
in  the  plantations  (as  in  the  afore  faid  A6l  for  prevent- 
ing frauds  etc.  is  direded. 

5 : that  all  fuch  Colleflors  & others,  who  have  by  ignorance 
or  Connivance  encouraged  the  illegall  Trade  in  the 

plantations 
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plantations  be  removed,  & honeft  & able  Officers  be 
putt  in  their  Roomes  and  alfo  in  places  where  Officers 
are  yet  wanting,  for  the  better  putting  the  faid  A6l  in 
Execution. 

All  which  etc : 

by  Ed  Randolph 

\_Endor/ed~\  Propofalls  about  effe6tuall  putting  the  A6l  for  preventing 
frauds  etc : in  execution  in  the  plantations.  Prefented 
to  the  Board  by  M'  Randolph,  July  the  1696. 


The  Names  of  Persons  to  be  the  Judges  Registers  & 
Marshalls  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  & also  of 
Atturneys  Gen^."'  in  the  following  Colonyes  & prov- 
inces ON  the  Continent  of  America. 


Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General  4 (45)*  31  July  1696. 


Virginia  & North  Edward  Hill : (of  the  Councill 

Carolina.  ' 

Judge 

Myles  Cary 

Regifter 

Michaell  Shereman 

Marfhall 

Edward  Chilton 

Atturney  Genl^ 

Maryland. 

Henry  Jolls  on  y®  weftern  fhore  of  y®  Bay.  Judge 

Georg  Robotham  on  y®  Eaftern  fhore 

Judge 

Henry  Denton 

Regifter 

Thomas  Collier 

Marfhall 

Edward  Chilton 

Atturney  Gen” 

Pensilvania  & 
West  Jersey. 

RicH : Holloway 

Judge 

William  Rodney 

Regifter 

Ric : Hollaway : 
Judg. 

Robert  Webb 

Marfhall 

Edward  Chilton 

Atturney  Gen” 

New  York. 

Coif.  W"^  Smith 

Judge 

John  Tuder 

Regifter 

Jervaice 
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Road  Island 
Colony. 


Province  of  the 
Massachusetts 
Bay. 


Jervaice  Marfhall  Marfhall 

James  Graham  Atturney  Genl^ 

Eaft  Jerfey  & y®  Colony  of  Conne6licott  to  be  under  the 
Jurifdidlion  of  y®  Court  of  Admiralty  in  New  Yorke. 


[Peleg]  Sandford 
Nathaniell  Coddington 
William  Allen 
Thomas  Newton 

Nathaniell  Byfield 
Laurence  Hammond 
Henry  Franklin 
Thomas  Newton 


Judge 
Regifter 
Marfhall 
Atturney  Genl^ 

Judge 
Regifter 
Marfhall 
Atturney  Genl^ 


Mem : that  the  fees  of  the  Officers  in  the  Severall  Courts  of 
Admiralty  (now  not  known)  be  afcertaind  by  the  Judge 
of  y®  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Eng^!  to  be  approved  of  & 
allowed  by  the  Govf  & Councill  in  Each  Refpedlive 
Gom^  or  otherwife  as  ffiall  be  directed. 

That  upon  the  abfence  Removall  or  death  of  any  of 
the  faid  Officers,  the  Gov?  in  thofe  places  be  impoured 
to  appoint  other  perfons  to  officiate  in  their  Rooms:  & 
to  return  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  to  the  Admiralty 
in  Eng^  to  receive  from  thence  Deputations  accordingly. 

That  there  can  be  no  Eftablifhment  of  Courts  of 
Admiralty  in  the  Bahama  Iflands  Carolina  or  in  any 
other  of  the  Proprietyes  untill  there  bee  a regulation  in 
the  Gom?  as  is  diredled  in  the  A6l  for  preventing  of 
frauds  and  Regulating  abufes  in  the  plantation  Trade: 
All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 
July  31 : by  etc : Ed  Randolph. 

1696. 


VOL.  V.  — 18 


The 
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The  Names  of  perfons  to  be  appointed  the  Officers  in 
the  Courts  of  Admiralty : 


New  Yorke 

Coll:  William  Smith 

Judge 

John  Tuder 

Regifter 

Jervaice  Marffiall 

Marffiall 

Bermudas 

Gilbert  Nelfon 

Judge 

Saihuell  Spoferth 

Regifter 

Samuell  Daffry 

Marffiall 

Nicholas  Trott  ju: 

Atturney  Genl^ 

South  Carolina. 

James  Moore 

Judge 

Ralph  Izard 

Regifter 

Edward  Rawlings 

Marffiall 

Jonothan  Armory 

Atturney  Geffil 

Bahama  Istds 

Chriftopher  Hooper 

Judge 

John  Warren 

Regifter 

John  Cocke 

Marffiall 

John  Graves 

Atturney  GeffiJ 

This  was  given  in  by  M!;  Randolph  y®  10^^  of  Aug! 
\This  page  endorfed^ 

To  M'  Popple : ju : 


The  names  of  fitt  perfons  to  be  the  Officers  in  the  Court  of  Ad 
miralty  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampfheire  in  N : Eng^ 


John  Hincks 
Robert  Tufton  Mafon 
Phea[faal]  Eftwick 
Thomas  Newton 

SjEndorfed^  The  Names  of  perfons  to 

be  appointed  Judges  RegiP* 
Marflialls  & Atturneys 
Generali : etc  ; 

Prefented  to  the  Board  by  Randolph 
July  the  30*  1696. 


Judge 
Regifter 
Marffiall 
Atturney  Gen“ 


An 
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An  account  of  Severall  vessells  seized  & prosecuted 
BY  Edward  Randolph  Survey^  Gen''.''  of  his  Ma’'^'®  Cus- 
toms: AND  CLEERD  BY  THE  CoURTS  & JURYES  IN  VIRGINIA 
Maryland  and  Pennsilvania. 


Board  of  Trade ^ Plantations  General^  4.  (41).  31.  July  1696. 


1692. 
Virginia. 
Aprill  13. 


1693. 

March  12. 


1694. 
Aprill  24. 


Maryland. 

1692* 
June  2. 


1694. 
June  19. 


November  6. 


1695. 
May  21. 


Pensilvania. 
Aprill  30. 


the  fhip  William  & Mary  Thomas  Merch  M*" 
tryed  at  the  GenH  Court  & the  M'’  permitted 
to  Sayle  upon  his  Bond.  Merch  afterwards 
confeffed  he  belonged  to  Scotch  men. 
the  Ship  Elezabeth  of  Berwick  John  Edmeflon 
M^  tryed  at  aSpeciall  Court  holden  in  North- 
umberland County  acquitted  by  the  Jury, 
the  Ship  Mary  & Ellery  of  Tops[haln]  Tho : 
Carpenter  M'’  tryed  at  a Generali  Court  & 
acquitted  by  y®  Jury. 

The  Ship  providence  of  London  William  Mallery 
M"  and  the  Bark  Catharine  of  Londonderry 
Andrew  Crookfhanks  My  both  tryed  at  a 
Speciall  Court  & acquitted, 
the  Ship  Ann  of  Maryland  John  Blackmore  M*" 
Tryed  at  a Speciall  Court  & acquitted  by 
Proclamation. 

the  fame  fliip  Tryed  then  at  a provincial!  Court 
in  S!  Maryes  & acquitted, 
the  Judgment  of  the  provincial!  Court  in  that 
caufe  was  upon  appeale  to  the  Govy  & Coun- 
cill  was  reverfed  & a new  Tryall  ordered, 
the  Briganteen  Dolphin  of  N:  Eng^l  John  Linfey 
& William  Trout,  Mailers : William  Orr  a 

Scotchman 


140 


Edward  Randolph. 

Scotchman  Merc!  & part  Owner : tryed  at 
Chefler  in  penhlvania  & acquitted:  & the 
profecutor  imprifoned  for  damages, 
vide  Tryall  of  Clarke  y®  Colle6lor  by  the  Govr&  Coun- 

cill  againfl  Goods  from  Carafaw. 

Quer:  wheither  the  GovT  of  Our  plantation 
can  qualifye  a forainer  by  his  Naturalization 
to  trade  to  another  plantation  as  Matter  Mer- 
chant or  Mariner. 

From  all  which  I reprefented  to  the  Comm?  of  his  Ma^®^ 
Cufloms:  That  the  illegall  Trade  in  the  plantations  was 
Supported  & Encouraged  By  the  Generali  partiality  of 
Courts  & Juryes  (byaffed  by  private  Intereft)  in  Caufes  re- 
lating to  the  Crown. 

]Endorfedl\  Lift  of  veffells  tried  & 
cleered  by  Juryes  in 
Virginia  etc  : 

Prefented  to  the  Board  by  m’’  Randolph 
July  the  31?  1696. 


Randolph’s  further  Proposals  about  Attorney  Gen^® 

IN  Provinces. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  Gen[,  Vol.  4,  p.  113.  25  Aug.  1696. 

To  the  Right  Honh^®  the  Lords  & Others  the  Com?  for 

Trade. 

May  it  pleas  Your  Lordfhips. 

Having  in  mj^  paper  of  Propofalls  to  the  Com?  of  his 
Ma?^®  Cufloms,  for  the  better  putting  in  Execution  the  A6l 

for 
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for  preventing  frauds  &c.  (a  Copy  whereof  I prefented  to  Yl: 
Lordfhips)  Offerd,  that  there  be  a fudge,  a Regifter  a Mar- 
fhall  & an  Attorny  Generali  Apointed  in  all  the  Colonies 
& Provinces  upon  the  Continent  of  America,  I was  direfted 
by  their  Hon?  to  nominate  perfons  fitt  for  thofe  Employ- 
ments : And  Accordingly  I did  in  another  paper  (now  be- 
fore Yf  Lordfhips)  give  in  the  Names  of  Severall  Such  per- 
fons: Not  but  that  there  were  Attorny  Gen“Mn  divers  of 
thofe  places,  But  in  regard  (as  I informd  the  Com?)  fom  of 
them  are  wholly  Ignorant  of  the  Laws  & praflice  in  the 
Courts  of  England,  & others  Countenanced  the  Illegall 
Trade,  So,  that  Untill  they  were  removd  & perfons  under- 
ftanding  & well  experiencd  in  the  proceedings  at  Law,  be 
recommended  to  Such  places,  it  coud  not  be  expedled.  That 
the  Ads  for  Securing  the  Plantacons-Trade,  Shoud  be  Ex- 
ecuted & Obfervd,  I do  therfore  humbly  lay  before  Yf  Lord- 
fhips, an  Account  of  the  prefent  Attorny  Gen”.^  in  thofe 
Colonies  & Provinces,  & my  Reafons,  why  Some  of  them 
Shoud  be  removd,  & others  to  be  Appointed  in  their  Roomes. 

Bermudas.  Nicholas  Trott  jul  is  the  prefent  Attorny  Gen^l 
of  thofe  Iflands,  & (as  I am  informd)  a perfon  fitt  to  be 
Continu’d. 

South  Carolina.  Jonathan  Armory  : I am  likewife  informd, 
that  he  is  the  prefent  Attorny  Gen^!  & fitt  for  that  Office. 
North  Carolina  has  no  Attorny  Generali. 

Bahama  Iflands,  I hear  the  fame  likewife  of  lohn  Graies 
(now  in  England.) 

Virginia : Edward  Chilton  was  made  the  Attorny  Gen”  of 
Virginia,  by  CoR.  Nichollfon  then  Liev?  Govl;  of  that 

Colony, 
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Colony,  about  the  Year  1690:  & was  continue!  by  S! 
Edmond  Androfs,  who  Succeeded  in  the  Governmt:  but 
mr  Chilton  having  leave  from  Sf  Edmond,  to  come  for 
England,  William  Randolph,  (brought  up  in  that  Coun- 
try) was  then  made  the  Attorny  GenH  but  he  is  wholy 
unacquainted  with  the  Laws  & practice  in  the  Courts  in 
England,  & for  that  Reafon  only,  I propofd  m!  Chilton,  a 
Barifter  at  Law,  well  known  & Approvd  of,  by  Many 
Eminent  Lawyers,  for  his  Knowledge  in  the  Law. 

Maryland.  Edward  Winn,  a Barifter  at  Law,  was  made 
Attorny  Gen”  of  Maryland,  by  Coff  Copley,  then  Gov!  of 
that  province : Upon  Wins  death,  George  Plater,  then 
Colledtor  of  the  Cuftoms  in  Patuxe  obtaind  the  favour  of 
CoR  Copley,  to  Succeed  in  that  Office  (the  Lawyers  in 
the  province,  who  know  any  thing  of  the  Laws  of  England 
being  Papifts)  There  was  about  the  Year  1693  ^ Com- 
bination between  New  England  men,  Scotch  men  & 
others,  to  cary  on  an  illegall  Trade  from  Mary  land,  dir- 
edlly  to  Scotland,  & to  other  places  prohibited.  Sett  on 
foot,  not  without  the  knowledge  of  CoR  Copley  & Nehe- 
miah  Blakiflon,  late  Colledlor  of  Potomack  diftridl,  & 
afterwards,  promoted  by  George  Plater  (for  Som  time 
Colledlor  in  Pottomak)  & in  the  Year  1694  he  Cleerd  8 
Veffells  out  of  Potomack  & patuxe“^  diftridts,  which  car- 
ryd  their  tobacco  to  Scottland  direddy.  Plater  being  the 
Attorney  Gen”  C5nived  at  Thomas  Ely  Mader  of  the 
Brigantine  Thomas  & Mary  of  Maryland,  who  has  for- 
feited his  plantacon  Bond,  given  the  20^”  of  Aprill  1692,  & 
Cleerd  him  out  another  Voyage  to  Sea,  but  profecuted  to 
the  Extremity  Richard  Smith,  bound  with  Ely  in  that 

Bond, 
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Bond,  upon  Elys  forfeiture  thereof  (as  was  pretended  by 
Plater). 

Plater  Enterd  a Non  pros  at  a provincial  Court  holden 
at  S!  Mary’s,  the  firfl  day  of  May  1694  in  favour  of  fran- 
cis  fFreeman  & John  Scott,  bound  with  John  Laird  Matter 
of  the  Ship  William  & John  of  Belfaft,  being  profecuted 
at  his  Majeflies  Suite,  upon  the  forfeiture  of  that  Bond, 
for  carrying  150  hogfheads  of  Tobacco  to  Scottland  di- 
redlly.  Hee  likewife  refut’d,  to  profecute  other  Secur- 
ities upon  forfeited  Bonds,  when  I (purfuant  to  my  In- 
ftrudlions  from  the  Com?  of  his  Ma^'”  Cuftoms)  required 
him  to  put  them  in  fuite,  & profecuted  for  his  fees. 

Penfilvania.  David  Koid,  a Quaker,  is  the  Attorny  Gen'! 
for  the  Province,  he  refufed  me,  to  put  teverall  forfeited 
Plantacon  Bonds  in  Suite,  faying  he  was  Attorny  Gen'! 
for  the  Province  only.  I therefore  Comitted  them  to  the 
care  of  Robert  Webb,  the  prefent  Collector,  to  profecute 
upon. 

Eaft  & Weft  lerfy,  have  no  Attorny  Generali. 

New  York.  lames  Graham,  was  by  his  prefent  Ma^®®  letter 
to  Coll  Slater  Gov?  of  that  province,  Recomended  to  be 
the  Attorny  Generali  there,  & was  accordingly  made  So, 
& continues  in  that  Office. 

The  Colonies  of  Road  Ifland  & Connedicott,  have  no  At- 
tornys  Generali. 

Province  of  the  > Thomas  Newton,  a perfon  well  known 

Maflathufetts  Bay.  ) in  the  practice  in  the  Courts  in  Eng- 
land & New  England,  was  made  the  Attorny  Gen'!  of  that 
province  by  S?  William  Phips,  the  late  Gov?  but  (as  I 
am  informd)  upon  his  vigorous  profecuting  Offenders, 

again  ft 


144 


Rdward  Randolph. 


againft  the  A6ls  of  Trade,  he  was  put  out,  & Anthony 
Checkley  a man  ignorant  in  the  Laws  of  England,  & one 
that  has  bin  (if  not  Still)  an  illegall  Trader,  was  apointed 
by  the  Governml  in  his  Room,  but  in  regard  my  Brenton 
the  Colledlor  of  his  Majeflies  Cuftoms  in  that  Province, 
is  in  England,  I humbly  reffer  your  Lordfliips,  to  his 
more  particuler  Account  in  this  Matter. 

New  Hampfhire  has  no  Attorny  Generali. 


’Tis  my  only  defigne  in  this,  & all  other  my  publick  Ser- 
vices, That  his  Ma^‘?®  Interefl  & the  A6ls  of  Trade,  may  be 
inviolably  Maintaind  & Supported  in  all  his  Majeflies  plan- 
tacons,  by  all  perfons  Concernd. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

by  EdRandolph. 

Aug*  25*? 

1696. 


\_Annexed'\  (Virginia 

North  Carolina  to  be  joined  to  it 
Edward  Chilton  < Maryland 

Penfilvania 

Weft  Jerfey  to  be  joined  to  it. 

Jonathan  Armory.  South  Carolina 
James  Graham  ( New  Yorke 

( Eaft  Jerfey  & Conne<5licut  to  be  joined  to  it. 
Thomas  Newton  f Maffachufet’s  Bay 

\ Rhode  Ifland  & N : Hampfliire  to  be  joined  to  it. 
John  Graves — Bahama  Iflands. 

Nic®  Trott  jun'  Bermudas. 

This  Extract  I agreed  with  M'  Randolph.  W.  P. 


[Rndor/ed]  Mf  Randolph’s  further  Memorial  about  Atturneys  Gen!  in 

the  feveral  Plantations,  dated  the  25*?  Aug*  1696. 

Read  the  31*.’"  Aug!  1696. 


To 
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To  THEIR  ExCELLENCYES  THE  LoRDS  JUSTICES. 

Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina.,  Vol.  I.  p.  463. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Exc^® 

In  obedience  to  your  Ex""^®  Order  of  the  23^  of  July  laft 
annexed  to  an  Extradl  of  a Prefentment  from  the  Com*^®  of 
the  Cuftoms,  Wee  humbly  reprefent  to  your  Ex*'^®  that  in 
our  opinion  the  conftituting  Attorneys  General  in  each 
refpedlive  Plantation  as  moved  for,  by  the  Comm^®  of  the 
Cuftoms  will  be  conducing  to  the  ends  by  them  propofed ; 
and  that  therefore  in  order  to  the  putting  of  that  defign  in 
execution,  Wee  have  advifed  with  M*"  Edward  Randolph 
Surveyor  Generali  of  his  Maj^'®®  Cuflomes  in  the  Continent 
of  America  and  are  by  him  informed  [then  follow  the  names 
of  perfons  propofed  by  Mr  Randolph].  . . . 

J.  Bridgewater,  Ph.  Meadows 
John  Pollexfen,  John  Locke. 
Abr.  Hill 

Whitehall  September  the  7th  1696. 


Papers  relating  to  the  appointment  of  law  officers 

IN  THE  American  Colonies. 

M ajfachufetts  Hiftorical  Society  ColleRions,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  332. 

Mr.  A Horny  Summons. 

Inner  Temple.  13  061.  1696. 

Whereas,  vpon  readeing  a reprefentation  of  y®  Comitte  of 
Trade,  concerning  attorneys  genH  to  be  apointed  in  his 
Majeftyes  plantations  in  America,  it  was  ordered  by  y®  late 
VOL.  V.— 19  Lords 
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Lords  Juflices  in  Councill  that  it  be  referred  to  me  to  con- 
fider  whether  an  attorny  gen”  may  not  be  apointed  for  his 
Majefty  in  each  of  y®  feverall  colonyes  & provinces  of  Caro- 
lina, Penfiluania,  Eaft  & Weft  Jerfy,  Conedlicot,  Rhode 
Ifland,  & y®  Mattathufets  Bay  in  America,  notwithftanding 
y®  grants  & charters  to  y®  ft  colonyes  & provinces,  & to 
report  my  opinion  there  upon.  Let,  therefore,  y®  proprietors 
of  y®  ft  colonyes  & provinces,  or  their  agents,  attend  me  if 
they  think  fit  with  y®  grants  & charters  of  y®  ft  colonyes  & 
provinces  on  Monday  next,  being  y®  19  of  this  inftant  Ofto- 
ber,  at  5 o’clock,  in  y®  afternoone,  in  order  to  y®  makeing  my 
faid  report. 

T.  Treuor. 

I.  Petition.  To  the  Kings  mojl  Excellent  Majejlye, 

The  humble  petition  of  y®  Lords  & others  the  proprietors  & 
agents  of  Carolina,  the  Bohama  Iflands,  Penfiluania,  Eaft 
& W^ft  Jerleyes,  & Conedicot,  in  America, 

Sheweth : 

That  by  fumons  from  M*"  Attorny  Gen”,  dated  the  1 of 
06lober  laft,  your  petitioners  receiued  intimation  of  refer- 
ence from  y®  late  Lords  Juftices  to  him  to  confider  and 
report  whither  an  attorny  gen”  might  not  be  apointed  for  'f 
Majefty  in  y®  ft  feverall  provinces,  notwithftanding  their 
grants  & charters.  That  upon  y petitioners  attending  y®  ft 
attorny  gen”  a paper  anexed  to  y®  ft  order  of  reference, 
purporting  a reprefentation  to  y®  ft  Lords  Juftices  from  y® 
Councill  of  Trade  was  read,  wherein  is  fuggefted  that  fome 
complaints  haue  been  lately  made  to  y®  comiffioners  of  y' 
Majeftyes  cuftomes  & to  y®  ft  Councill  of  Trade  by  one 

Edw” 
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Edwl  Randolph  that  diners  irregularityes  haue  been  lately 
comitted  in  y®  faid  provinces  contrary  to  y®  adts  of  nauiga- 
tion  & to  y*"  Majeflyes  prejudice,  & that  y®  perfons  whom  y' 
petitioners  haue  (as  they  are  aduifed  they  lawfully  might  doe) 
conflituted  attornyes  gen^^  in  y®  provinces,  are  quallifyed 
for  their  feuerall  imployments ; and  forafmuch  as  y petition- 
ers haue  been  allwayes  carefull  to  apoint  officers  in  y® 
prouinces  well  affedled  to  Y Majeflyes  gouernm^  & inter- 
eft,  & quallifyed  for  their  offices  & imployments,  & y^  y®  R 
reprefentation  is  (as  y petitioners  conceiue)  y®  reafon  and 
ground  of  y®  R reference,  & y*  y®  fuggeflions  in  y®  faid  repre- 
fentation doe  not  only  affedl  y®  perfons  therein  named,  but 
in  confequence,  y’"  petitioners,  & that  y’’  petitioners  till  their 
attendance  on  Mr.  Attorny  Gen’!  had  noe  notice  of  y®  R 
complaints  & reprefentation,  or  the  contents  of  it,  & foe 
noe  oportunety  to  redlify  or  cleare  fome  mifmformations 
giuen  to  y Majeflyes  faid  commiffioners  &;  Councill  of 
Trade,  yo*"  petitioners,  therefore,  mofl  humbly  pray  that  they 
may  haue  a copy  of  y®  R reprefentation,  & that  y petitioners 
may  be  heard,  & y®  truth  & reafon  of  y®  R complaints  far- 
ther & more  clerely  examined  before  Mr.  Attorny  Gen’l  fliall 
make  his  report  in  y®  matter  referred  to  him,  &c.,  and  ^o\ 
petitioners  fliall  pray,  &c.  Crauen : Afliley : W*"  Pen,  Mi- 
chaell  Watts,  Obadiah  Burnet,  J : Winthrop,  Dan®^  Cox, 
Tho  : Amey,  Tho : Lane,  Fran : Minfhull. 

2 Petition.  To  the  Kings  mojl  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  petition  of  y®  Lords  & others,  y®  proprietors  & 
agents  of  Carolina,  y®  Bohama  Iflands,  Penfiluania,  Faff  & 
Weft  Jerfeyes,  & Conedlicot  in  America, 

Sheweth  • 


148  Edward  Randolph. 

Sheweth:  That  by  their  petition  lately  prefented  to  y" 
Majefty  y*"  petitioners  fet  forth  that  y®  late  Lords  Juftices 
had  vpon  a reprefentation  to  you  made  from  y®  comitte  of 
trade  ordered  Mr.  Attorny  Gen“  to  concider  & report 
whither  attornyes  gen?  might  not  be  apointed  for  y Majefty 
in  y®  prouinces  notwithftanding  y®  feverall  charters ; & y* 
upon  y*"  petitioners  attending  Mr.  Attorny  Gen?,  y®  order 
& a copy  of  y®  reprefentation  thereunto  anexed  from  y® 
Councill  of  Trade  to  y®  f*^  Lords  Juftices  was  read  to  y"  peti- 
tioners, expreffmg  that  complaints  had  been  made  by  one 
Edw'^  Randolph  of  diuers  irregularityes  lately  comitted  in  y® 
L prouinces  contrary  to  y®  a6ls  of  navigation  & to  y Majef- 
tyes  intreft,  and  y*  y®  attornyes  gen^\  whomy’'  petitioners  had 
by  virtue  of  y®  ft  charters  there  conftituted  for  y Majeftyes 
feruice  had  not  difcharged  their  trufts,  & y y petitioners  did 
therefore  humbly  pray  they  might  haue  a copy  of  y®  ft 
reprefentation,  & y y petitioners  might  be  heard,  & y®  truth 
& ground  of  y ft  complaints  farther  & more  clerely  ex- 
amined, before  Mr.  Attorny  fhould  make  his  report.  That 
y Majefty  was  there  vpon  gratioufly  pleafed  by  order  in 
councill  dated  y®  5^^  of  this  inftant  to  refer  y®  conftderation  of 
y®  ft  petition  to  y®  ft  Councill  of  Trade,  & y^  y"  petitioners  did 
humbly  conceiue  y y petition  was  granted,  & y^  accordingly 
they  fhould  have  a copy  of  y®  ft  reprefentation.  That  y 
petitioners  have  ftnce  attended  y®  ft  Councill  of  Trade  & 
deftred  a copy  of  y®  ft  reprefentation,  but  cannot  obtaine  y® 
fame.  Forafmuch,  therefore,  as  y petitioners  haue  been  ever 
carefull  to  appoint  officers  in  y®  ft  provinces  well  affected  to 
y Majeftyes  intreft  & governm^  & quallifyed  for  their  offices 
& imployments,  and  y y®  ft  complaints  perticulerly  relate  to 
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feuerall  perfons  now  in  y®  provinces  who  were  put  into 
imployments  by  ^ petitioners,  & y^  y^  perfons  nor  any  con- 
cerned for  y""  cannot  vindicate  y""  from  y®  f^  complaints 
without  a copy  of  y®  reprefentation,  w*"^  contains  matter  of 
charge  againft  y"",  y petitioners  mofl  humbly  pray  y y Ma- 
jefty  woold  gratioufly  pleafe  to  order  y y petitioners  may 
have  a copy  of  y reprefentation,  & y they  may  be  fully 
heard  by  y Councill  as  to  what  y petitioners  fhall  be  ad- 
uifed  to  offer  by  way  of  anfwere,  defence  or  otherwife,  to  y 
reprefentation,  & y in  y meane  tyme  an  order  may  be  dir- 
efted  to  Mr.  Attorny  Gen”  to  flay  y makeing  his  report  in 
y matter  referred  to  him  ; & y’’ petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
fhall  ever  pray,  &c.  Signed  as  the  other. 

To  y‘  Right  y‘  Councill  of  Trade. 

The  Lords,  proprietors,  agents,  & others  of  y prouinces  of 
Carolina,  Penfiluania,  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfy,  and  Cone6li- 
cot  in  America, 

Protefling  their  loyallty  & duty  to  his  Majefly,  & referu- 
eing  y benefit  of  being  heard  by  you  felues  or  councill  to  y® 
right  & power  of  erefting  courts  of  admirallty  in  y f”  prov- 
inces, Doe  offer : That  there  are  feuerall  claufes  in  y refpeft- 
ive  grants  & charters,  w^'”  as  they  are  aduifed  import  & im- 
ply a ground  of  admirall  jurifdicfion  & power  of  erefting  y 
f^  courts  &:  conflituteing  judges  & officers  thereof  in  y P 
prouinces. 

That  y reafon  why  they  haue  not  hitherto  eredled  fuch 
courts,  or  conflituted  fuch  officers,  is  y all  fuites  or  informa- 
tions vpon  & for  breach  of  y feverall  adls  of  navigation  may, 
as  appeares  by  y®  P a6ts,  & perticulerly  y 15”'  of  Charles  2^  be 
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brought  & profecuted  in  y®  comon  law  courts,  & y*  y®  erect- 
ing courts  of  admiralty  woold  haue  occationed  falleryes  & 
other  great  & expenfive  charges. 

That  they  apprehended  there  was  noe  neceflity  of  fuch 
courts  unles  for  y®  condemnation  of  prizes,  few  or  none  of 
which  haue  been  brought  into  y®  prouinces  during  this 
war  in  order  to  be  tryed  & condemned. 

That  y®  P proprietors  neuer  y®  les  are  willing  & ready  to 
ereCt  fuch  courts  & conflitute  fuch  officers  as  ffiall  be  well 
affeCted  to  his  Majeftyes  gouernm^  carefull  of  his  intreft, 
vfe  their  outmoft  endeuoures  to  enforce  an  obfervance  of  y® 
aCts  of  nauigation,  & zeloufly  profecute  fuch  veffells  & per- 
fons  as  ffiall  be  guilty  of  y®  breach  of  y'". 

All  w®^  is  humbly  fubmitted. 


Randolph’s  Memorial  concerning  Attorneys  GENh 

Slale  Papers.^  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  4,  p.  158.  30  061. 

1696. 

To  the  Right  Honh’®  the  Comm?  for  Trade. 

Their  Excellencyes  the  late  Lords  Juftices  hauing  re- 
ceived a Reprefentation  from  Y Hon?  Concerning  Attur- 
neys  Gen”  to  be  appointed  in  his  Ma^’f  plantations  in 
America:  were  pleafed  by  their  Order  in  Councill  of  the 
30*  of  Sep!  paft,  to  referr  to  M!  Atturney  Gen”  to  confider, 
whether  an  Atturney  Gen”  may  not  be  appointed  for  his 
Ma”®  in  each  of  the  Severall  Colonyes  & Provinces  of  Caro- 
lina pennfilvania  etc : notwithftanding  their  Grants  and 
Charters  & to  Report  his  Opinion  there  vpon. 

Two  Men  of  Warr  are  ordered  for  Virginia  & Maryland 

and 
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and  will  Sayle  in  a fhort  tyme : vpon  which  the  Officers  of 
his  Cuftoms  to  be  fent  to  thofe  proprietyes  & other 

places  where  they  are  much  wanted  may  haue  a fafe  & 
fpeedy  paffage. 

It’s  humbly  propofed,  That  M!;  Atturney  Gen”  may  be 
defired  to  make  his  report  therevpon  to  the  End  Caufes 
arifing  vpon  the  Breach  of  the  A6ls  of  Trade  may  be 
profecuted  by  Atturneys  Gen”  appointed  by  his  Ma”®  in 
the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  to  be  erefted  in  the  feverall 
proprietyes  as  in  the  A6l  for  preventing  frauds  and 
Regulating  Abufes  in  the  Plantation  Trade  is  Enafled 
Otherwife  that  A6i  & All  other  the  A6ts  made  for 
fecuring  that  Trade  will  be  of  no  Effeft. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

by  EdRandolph. 

\_Endor/ed~\  Mf  Randolph’s  Memorial  folliciting  the  Difpatch  of  the 

Att"^  Gen's  Report  upon  a Reprefent"  about  Att"r  Gen! 
in  y®  Plantations.  Read  30*.'"  0(5tobf  1696. 

Memorial  of  Edward  Randolph,  Secretary,  &c.  to  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Customs,  on  Illegal 
Trade  in  the  Proprieties. 

New  Jerfey  Archives.,  Firjl  Series.,  Vol.  II.  p.  116.  10  November  1696. 

To  the  Hon”l®  the  Com"  of  his  Majefly’s  Cuftoms. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Hon? 

Your  Hon?  were  pleaf’d  in  your  prefentment  of  the  17* 
of  July  pall,  to  the  Right  Hon”!®  the  Lords  Com?  of  his 
Mat'?®  Treafury  to  reprefent.  That  it  hath  bin  found  by  Ex- 
perience, either  thro’  Remiffnefs  or  Connivance  of  the  Gov? 
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of  the  Several!  Colonies  & plantac’ons  which  are  under  dif- 
tindl  proprietys,  The  A6ls  of  Trade  & Navigac’on,  & Your 
Hon"  Orders  & Inftruc’ons  in  purfuance  thereof,  have  not 
bin  Obfervd,  as  in  other  Colonies  and  plantac’ons,  which 
are  under  Gov"  Nominated  & Appointed  by  his  Ma’tys  im- 
mediate Commiffion,  & did  therefore  humbly  Move  their 
Lordfhips,  That  the  refpedlive  Gov"  of  the  Proprieties, 
may  be  perfons  of  good  Eftate  & Reputac’on,  & otherwife 
duly  qualifyd  for  the  difcharge  of  their  Trufls,  being  by  a 
Claus  in  the  aforef’d  A6l  for  preventing  ffrauds  & regulat- 
ing Abufes  in  the  Plantac’on  Trade  to  be  Allowd  & Ap- 
provd  by  his  Ma’ty,  his  Heirs  & Succeff?  & Obliged  to 
take  the  Oaths  Enjoyned  by  That,  or  by  any  Other  A61,  to 
be  taken  by  the  Gov?  or  Command?  in  Chiefe,  in  Other  his 
Ma’tys  Colonies  & plantac’ons,  before  their  Entrance  into 
their  refpedive  Governments  under  the  like  penalties,  which 
his  Ma’tys  Gov?  & Command?  in  Chief,  are  by  the  A6ts 
lyable  too. 

Notwithftanding  the  Owners  of  the  proprieties  upon  the 
Continent  of  America  & Iflands  Adjacent,  take  no  Notice 
thereof,  but  Omit  to  Nominate  fitt  perfons,  to  be  Allowd  & 
Approvd  by  his  Ma’ty  in  Councill  before  their  Entrance  on 
their  refpedlive  Governm?  from  whence  it  follows.  That,  whilfl 
the  principles  Omit  their  Obligac’ons  at  home,  it  cannot  be 
expedled.  Their  Deputies  will  doe  their  Duties  in  the  planta- 
c’ons, So  that  allth’o  purfuant  to  the  Aft,  the  Officers  of 
the  Cufloms,  the  Judges  & other  Officers  in  the  Courts  of 
Admiralty,  the  Attorneys  Gen”  & the  Commiffions  under 
the  Great  Seale,  for  Adminiflring  the  Oaths  to  the  refpedl- 
ive  Gov?  in  the  S^  Colonies  & Plantac’ons,  are  Appointed 
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and  prepard  ready  for  difpatch,  neverthelefs,  the  Gov?  & 
other  publick  Minifters  in  the  proprieties,  are  continued  in 
their  Offices  & places  & no  care  taken,  to  Appoint  others  in 
their  Stead,  tho  they  Maintain  & Support  the  illegall  Traders 
as  much  as  ever:  It  cannot  therefore  be  expected,  that  the 
frauds  & Abufes  in  the  plantac’on  Trade,  So  long  praftif’d 
& So  often  Complaind  of,  can  be  prevented  until  perfons 
of  Good  Eflates  & Reputac’on,  & Otherwife  duly  qualified 
for  the  difcharge  of  their  Trufts,  be  firft  Allowd  & Approvd 
by  his  Ma’ty  &c : to  be  the  Gov?  of  thofe  proprieties,  accord- 
ing to  the  S'^  A61,  otherwife  it  is  to  no  purpofe,  nor  will  it 
countervail  the  Charge,  to  fend  over  officers  & Maintain 
them,  to  put  the  A6ls  of  Trade  in  Execuc’on,  in  Virginia  & 
other  places,  under  his  Ma’tys  immediate  Authority,  So  long 
as  the  Governours,  for  the  Proprietors,  take  upon  them,  a 
power  to  difpence  with  the  open  Breach  of  the  Adfs  of 
Trade,  & thereby  keep  their  ports  open  to  illegal  Traders, 
whilft  others  are  barrd  up  by  oaths  & Stridt  penalties,  which 
mufl  needs  Occafion  the  dreining  & Soon  depopulating 
his  Ma’tys  Own  plantac’ons,  by  the  peoples  Enjoying  an 
Extraordinary  liberty,  in  a Geffil  Trade  & Conftant  benefit, 
by  Py rates  & the  Scotch  Trade  in  the  proprieties  and  pri- 
vate Charters. 

The  Cheife  end  of  Granting  thofe  Vaft  Tra6ls  of  Land 
(now  called  proprietys)  to  Noble  Men  & Others,  was  doubt- 
lefs  to  Encourage  the  firfl  Undertakers  to  plant  and  Im- 
prove them,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Crown,  & to  be  always 
Subjedl  & depending  on  England,  & Conformable  to  the 
Laws  thereof.  Great  Numbers  of  people,  are  now  Seated 
in  Some  of  thefe  proprieties,  but  have  bin  long  Endeavor- 
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ing  to  breake  loos  & fet  up  for  themfelves,  having  no  Sort  of 
Regard  to  the  Adis  of  Trade  & difcountenancing  Appeales 
from  their  Courts,  to  his  Ma’ty  in  Councill.  The  perfons 
Appointed  by  the  proprietors,  to  be  their  Gov”  are  generally 
Men,  of  very  indifferent  qualificac’ons  for  parts  & Eflates ; 
Their  Maintainance,  is  Inconfiderable,  which  renders  their 
Govern?  Precarious  alfo.  They  have  power  only  (like  Civill 
Magifirates,  in  petty  Corporac’ons  in  England)  to  Make 
Municipall  Laws,  with  confent  of  the  people,  for  their  quiet 
& peaceable  Government,  But  are  indeed  Stewards  only  & 
overfeers,  accountable  & always  lyable,  to  be  turned  out  at 
the  pleafure  of  thofe  who  imploy  them:  So  that  it  cannot 
be  prefumd,  that  Gov?  made  by  the  proprietors,  only  as 
Such  are  impowered  or  in  any  wife  concernd  to  put  in 
Execucon,  the  Adis  of  Trade  in  their  Governments,  But  on 
the  Contrary. 

I am  humbly  of  Opynion  that  twill  be  Judgd  a high 
Mifdemenour,  in  any  of  them  to  attempt  it,  untill  they  are 
firfi  qualified  as  by  the  S'^  Adi  for  preventing  ffrauds,  is 
diredied : the  proprietors  themfelves  have  no  Such  power, 
nor  can  have  Granted  them  by  their  Patents. 

I humbly  lay  before  your  Hon?  an  Acct  of  the  prefent 
Gov?  of  the  proprieties,  & of  their  Qualificac’ons,  in  Rela- 
tion to  the  Adis  of  Trade. 

Bahama  IJlands : mf  Nicholas  Trott  is  the  prefent  Govf, 
thefe  Ifiands  have  been  & flill  are,  a common  retreat  for 
pyrates  & illegall  Traders:  Cadwallader  Jones,  the  late  Gov! 
under  pretence  of  A power  to  make  all  Officers,  Made  One 
Boulton,  Colledior  of  the  Cufioms:  he  Enterd  & Cleerd 
Veffels,  according  as  the  Gov!:  & he  pleafd.  In  the  year 
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1693:  Thomas  Carter  Matter  of  the  Ship  Bridge  Town  of 
Barbados,  richly  laden  from  Jamaica  to  London,  run  the 
fhip  willfully  aground  upon  the  Iflands  : the  Matter  & Say- 
lors divided  the  Money  & the  bett  of  her  loading,  the  Govy 
made  his  Advantage  by  it;  all  Appeales  lye  from  their 
Courts,  to  the  Lords-proprietors  in  England. 

Carolina:  my  John  Archdale,  a Quaker,  is  deputed  Govy 
by  the  Lords  proprietors  (as  I am  informed)  during  his 
Sons  Minority,  who  is  one  of  the  Lords  proprietors  ; the 
cheife  Town  for  Trade,  is  Charles  Town,  free  to  all,  from  all 
places.  They  trade  to  Carafaw  from  whence  the  Manufac- 
ture of  Holland  is  brought  to  Charles  Town,  & carryd  by 
New  England  men  & other  illegall  Traders,  to  Penlilvania 
Botton  &c : Returns  are  made  for  them  in  plantac’on  Com- 
modities, which  are  carryd  from  Carolina  to  Carafaw  & 
thence  to  Holland.  About  3 years  agoe  70  Pyrates  having 
run  away  with  a Vetfell  from  Jamaica,  came  to  Charles 
Town,  bringing  with  them  a Vatt  quantity  of  Gold  from 
the  Red  Sea ; they  were  Entertained  & had  liberty  to  flay 
or  goe  to  any  other  place  : the  Vetfel  was  Seiz^  by  the  Govy 
for  the  proprietors  as  a Wreck  & Sold  they  have  no  regard 
to  the  Adis  of  Trade.  The  prefent  Govy  is  a favourer  of 
the  illegall  Trade,  having  given  his  permit  to  the  Mafy  of  a 
ffarraigne  Vetfell  to  trade  takeing  no  Notice  of  my  Guerard, 
Appointed  the  Colledlor  by  your  Hon?  Deputac’on  as  by  a 
Copy  of  the  Gov?  permit  N°.,  appears ; all  appeales  are  like- 
wife  from  the  Courts  in  this  province,  to  the  Lords  proprie- 
tors in  England. 

North  Carolina,  has  60  or  70  Scatterd  families,  but  un- 
der no  regular  Governm^  One  Jarvis  was  appointed  the 
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GovT  by  Coll.  Ludwell  then  Gov^  of  all  Carolina,  he  had  no 
Sallery.  The  Inlet  of  Currituck,  lies  conveniently,  for  car- 
rying away  the  Tob[acco],  made  in  the  Southern  parts  of 
Virginia  : The  Inlett  of  Roanoake,  is  frequented,  with  Small 
Veffels  Trading  to  & from  the  Weft  India  Iflands.  Pyrates 
& runaway  Servants,  refort  to  this  place  from  Virginia  &c. 

Pennjilvania^  mf  W?  Markham  is  the  prefen t Gov!;  Sam” 
Carpenter  & Jo"  Goodfon  (both  Quakers)  were  Joind  in  the 
Government  with  him,  but  they  refufed  to  A6t.  The  A6ts 
of  Trade  (whatever  they  pretend)  are  not  Obferved  here:  a 
plain  difcovery  has  bin  made  of  Nine  Veffells  loaden  with 
Tob.[acco]  : which  have  from  the  year  1690:  to  the  year  95  : 
gone  diredtly  from  this  province  to  Scotland  (befides  Guf- 
tavus  Hamilton  the  chiefe  ffaflor  for  the  Scotch  Merch?) 
who  laft  year  carryed  out  of  Delaware,  300  hhds  of  Tob: 
without  Cleering,  as  allfo,  other  Veffells  from  the  Same 
place,  went  with  tob : to  Scotland,  as  Appears  by  letters 
from  your  Hon?  Agent  in  that  Kingdome.  The  Brigantine 
W?  & Mary  (calld  the  New  Caftle  Brigantine)  when  in 
Auguft  1694,  Shee  Cleerdout  from  Penfilvania  for  England) 
W?  Righton  mafr  & Maurice  Trent  a Scotchman,  An  Old 
tranfgreffor  Merchant  (One  of  her  Owners  lives  in  London) 
imported  into  Penfilvania  a great  quantity  of  Scotch  Goods, 
and  was  Admitted  to  an  Entry  in  the  year  1695:  By  the 
Colledlor  in  Penfilvania  : She  was  afterwards  Seizd  in  Weft 
Jerfey  by  Cap"  Meech,  Appointed  by  Coll : Nicholfon,  pur- 
fuant  to  her  late  Sacred  Ma’tys  Order  in  Councill,  of  the  9th 
of  Auguft  1694:  He  Seizd  allfo,  another  Veffell,  called  the 
Mill  Everett  Johnfon  Mafr  from  Some  port  in  Norway  (as 
line  informed)  loaden  with  Wine  & European  Goods,  hav- 
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ing  no  Clearing,  from  any  port  in  England.  The  maf  con- 
feffed  himfelf  to  be  a Dutchman  as  appeard  by  Cap" 
Meeches  Journall  N°  her  Tryall  was  put  of,  the  MaE  being 
gone  to  New  Yorke,  & afterwards  Sufpended,  till  further 
Orders  from  England.  The  Gov!"  Entertains  Severall  py- 
rates,  from  the  Red  & South  Seas,  who  carry  on  an  illegall 
Trade  to  Carafaw,  & other  prohibited  places ; It  appears  by 
a Copy  of  my  Markhams  letter  to  me  N°  that  he  has  but  a 
Small  Maintainance,  defireing  me  to  make  him  Colle!  of  the 
Cuftoms  in  Penfilvania  by  which  your  Hon?  may  pleafe  to 
take  Notice,  that  Gov?  under  Such  Neceffities,  will  be  eafily 
tempted  to  doe  & Connive  at  Unlawfull  things.  The  Charge 
to  maintain  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  in  that  Province,  to- 
gether with  a Veffell  of  about  40  Tuns,  & men  Sufficient  to 
Cruife  upon  the  Coaft  thereof,  as  by  her  late  Sacred  Ma’tys 
Order  in  Councill,  Coll  Nicholfon  is  diredled  to  provide,  will 
amount  to  above  2000  lb  : a year,  to  prevent  the  illegall 
Trade  in  Penfilvania  & the  Shipping  of  tob  : brought  over 
land  from  Maryland  to  Deleware  Bay  which  not  withftand- 
ing  will  be  carryd  on,  untill  there  be  Such  a Regulac’on  in 
the  Governm^  of  That  province,  as  by  the  S'^  A6l  for  pre- 
venting frauds  &c : is  Enadted.  Penfilvania  lies  in  the  Cen- 
ter between  Maryland  & New  York,  moft  Commodioufly,  to 
carry  on  all  illegall  Trade,  and  that  place  will  Soon  become 
A Staple  of  all  European  & Plantac’on  Commodities. 

Eaji  & Wejl  Jerfeys:  my  Andrew  Hamilton,  a Scotch 
man,  is  the  Govy  of  thofe  Provinces;  Appointed  by  the  Pro- 
prietors to  Leas  out  their  Lands  & receive  their  Quit  Rents  ; 
He  is  a great  favourer  of  the  Scotch  Traders,  his  Country- 
men, & would  not  allow  of  Cap"  Meeches  power,  when  he 

had 
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had  Seizd  the  Brigantine  W?  & Mary  W™  Righton  MaR, 
the  Gov’;  Sate  Judge  in  Court,  the  Veflell  was  favoured  upon 
the  MaB®  Setting  forth  in  his  petic’on  that  the  ffrench  met 
him  at  fea,  & took  away  his  Cognets  [Coquets],  She  is  Since 
gone  to  Barbados : Patrick  Robinfon  a Scotchman,  the  Sec- 
retary & David  Loyd,  the  Attorney  Genl’  in  Penfilvania,  went 
to  the  Court,  in  Weft  Jerfey,  to  Defend  the  Veffell  againfl  the 
Profecutors  for  his  Ma’ty. 

Conne^licott  in  New  England,  Coll.  Robt:  Trent  [Treat] 
is  the  prefent  Govr  of  that  Colony  granted  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants by  Charter,  to  have  a Govf  Annually  Chofen  with 
Power,  to  Purchafe  & Sell  Lands:  The  Inhabitants,  are 
generally  hufband  men  & Planters.  The  Gov!;  permitted  a 
veflell  from  Holland,  under  pretence  of  Wanting  Wood  and 
water,  to  come  into  New  Haven  where  flie  Unliverd  great 
parts  of  her  loading,  which  was  carryd  to  New  Yorke,  & hav- 
ing taken  horfes  aboard,  Saild  with  the  Remainder  of  her 
Goods  to  Barbados.  Thomas  ffifher,  Maff  of  the  Brigantine 
Adventure  of  London,  imported  about  December  1691  : a 
very  great  Cargoe  of  Scotch  goods  at  New  London,  in  that 
Colony,  they  were  feizd  by  mf  Brenton,  the  Collecf  he 
thought  it  moft  Advifable,  to  Admit  Guflavus  Hamilton  to 
a Compofition  (which  he  willingly  agreed  to)  than  Submit 
the  Caufe,  to  a Tryall,  in  that  Colony. 

Road IJland,  Caleb  Carr  was  late  GovT  of  that  & provi- 
dence plantac’on,  granted  by  Charter  allfo,  tis  become  a free 
port  to  illegall  Traders,  & Pyrates  from  all  places.  Tho: 
Tew  A Pyrate,  came  thither  from  the  Red  Sea,  in  the  year 
1694  and  brought  with  him  ;^ioooo:  in  Gold  & Silver, — 
he  Shard  ^12000:  for  himfelf  & his  (loop,  the  people  are 

Enriched 
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Enriched  by  them.  Tis  neceffary  That  place,  be  taken  care 
off  & put  under  a Regular  Governml,  the  prefent  pretenders 
to  Govern,  being  either  Quakers  or  Annabaptifls. 

Province  of  New  Hampfhire : ml  W!"  Partridge,  being 
Nominated  by  ml;  Sam'!  Allen,  the  prefent  proprietor,  is 
Allowed  of  by  his  Ma’ty  & Made  the  Deputy  Govl;  of  that 
Province. 

Province  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay.  Tho’  his  Ma’ty  has 
the  Appointing,  the  Govl;  of  that  Province,  yet  the  illegall 
Trade  is  carryd  on,  as  much  as  ever,  to  Scotland,  Holland, 
ff ranee  &c  : for  want  of  a Governf  to  Supprefs  that  Trade,  & 
to  Support  and  countenance  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms,  in 
the  Execuc’on  of  their  Duties,  ml;  W?  Stoughton,  is  the 
Liev"‘  Govl',  he  is  a good  Schollar,  but  not  bred  up  to  Mili- 
tary Difeipline.  The  country  lying  open,  is  expofed  to  the 
fury  of  the  ffrench  & Indians,  when  ever  they  pleas  to  Attacq 
them.  They  have  in  their  Laws  hitherto  Made  no  provifion 
for  a Gov?  Maintenance,  as  is  done  in  all  Other,  his  Ma’tys 
Governm?  & was  likewife  in  that  Province  for  their  former 
Gov?  on  purpofe  to  difeourage  men  of  Honor  & abilities,  to 
live  amongfl  them  ; but  what  ever  it  Cofls,  That  Country,  & 
the  Trade  thereof,  ought  to  be  taken  care  off. 

Now  from  what  has  bin  herein  humbly  Offerd,  it  cannot 
reafonably,  be  imagined  that  the  Proprietors  Gov?  are  per- 
fons  qualified  or  fit,  to  be  Entrufted  with  the  Conduft  & 
Execuc’on  of  the  principall  powers,  repofed  by  thofe  A6ls, 
only  in  the  Gov?  & Command?  in  Chiefe,  in  the  Plantac’ons, 
under  his  Ma’tys  immediate  Authority;  So  that  if  the  pro- 
prietors & owners  of  thofe  Lands,  refufe  to  Conform  to  the 
Rules  & Methods  preferibed  them,  in  the  S^  A6t  for  prevent- 
ing 
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ing  ffrauds  &c : Its  humbly  propofed,  that  they  Should  be 
obliged,  to  accept  of  Such  Regulac’on  in  Government,  in 
reference  to  Trade  as  his  Ma’ty  Shall  think  neceffary  to 
make;  which  will  in  n°  wife  Invade  their  Juft  Rights  & 
proprieties  in  thofe  Lands,  nor  hinder  them  from  Imploying 
their  agents  & ffaflors,  to  take  Care  & difpofe  of  their 
Eftates,  & to  receive  the  Rents  & profits  arifing  from  them. 

The  Lord  Baltamore,  the  Proprietor  of  the  Province  of 
Maryland,  mr  Samuell  Allen,  the  Proprietor  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  Hampfhire  & the  Inhabitants  in  the  Province 
of  the  Mafifachufets  Bay,  have  all  their  Rights  & properties 
entirely  Securd  to  them,  in  their  refpeftive  Proprieties. 
They  have  their  Agents  & Attorneys  upon  the  place,  to 
Manage  their  affairs  with  all  ffredom  tho’  att  the  Same 
time,  the  Gov?  of  all  thofe  provinces,  are  appointed  by  his 
Ma’tys  immediate  Commiffion. 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted  by  Etc : 

Ed  Randolph  Secy. 

November  lo?  1696. 


Memorial  of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 

DESIRING  LEAVE  TO  PROVE  THE  ALLEGATIONS  IN  HIS  FORMER 

Memorial. 

New  Jerfey  Archives.,  Firjl  Series,  Vol.  II.  p.  131.  [9  December  1696] 

To  the  Right  Hon^!®  the  Lords  Comm?  for  Trade. 

May  it  pleafe  yo”"  Lordf^.^* 

Underftanding  from  my  M^l  [?']  the  Comm?  of  the  Cuf- 
toms  That  my  Memoriall  concerning  the  Gou?  of  the  Pro- 
prietyes  is  referred  to  y*"  LordT^^  and  in  regard  his  Ma‘?® 

affairs 
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affairs  relating  to  Trade  do  greately  fuffer  in  the  plan- 
tations thro’  my  abfence,  where  my  fervices  is  [are]  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  fee  the  Adfs  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 
efpecially  relating  to  the  Scotch  A6i  duely  executed.  I am 
humbly  attending  y**  Lordf^^^  with  my  proofes  to  make  out 
the  particulars  in  my  memoriall  in  order  to  have  my  dif- 
patches  compleated  So  that  I may  be  in  a readines  (with  the 
New  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms)  to  take  my  palTage  upon  the 
Shipps  fhortly  bound  to  the  plantations  on  the  Continent  of 
America: 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

Ed.  Randolph 


Randolph’s  List  of  Names  for  advocates,  &c. 


State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General.,  Vol.  4,  p.  300-7. 

March  1696. 


S' 


3&4 


I received  your  Letter  of  the  2^  Inftant  concerning  the 
Names  of  fitt  perfons  for  the  Adm7  Courts  propofed  to  be 
eredted  in  his  Ma^'f®  Plantacons,  And  having  layd  y®  fame 
before  the  Board  I am  Comanded  to  Acquaint  you  That  the 
Comm?  Prefentm!  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treary  which  the 
Right  Hon'"!®  the  Lords  Comm?  of  the  Council  of  Trade  in 
their  Letter  of  the  24  ffeb?  laft  feem  to  referr  unto,  Related 
only  to  the  Plantacons  on  the  Continent  of  America  And 
the  Bahama  Iflands  w*^^  were  under  Ml  Randolphs  vifitacon 
from  whom  The  Comm?  tooke  the  Informations  & Charac- 
ters of  perfons  fitt  to  be  Imployed  in  the  Adm?  Courts  there 
to  be  eredled. 

And  the  Comm?  will  by  the  befl  means  they  can  Inform 
VOL.  V.  — 21  themfelues 
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themfelues  of  fitt  Perfons  for  the  feverall  Imployments  in 
the  Adm7  Courts  to  be  eredled  in  Jamaica  and  the  other 
Iflands,  if  not  already  fupplyed,  And  forthwith  Lay  the 
fame  before  their  Lordps,  In  the  mean  time  I doe  by  their 
Order  herewith  Tranfmitt  to  you  a Lift  of  Perfons  who  (by 
the  Charadler  given  of  them  by  the  Aforefaid  Mr  Randolph) 
feem  fittly  quallifyed  for  Attorneys  GenePJ  & Advocates  in 
thofe  Plantacons  on  the  Continent  And  the  Bahama 
Iflands  for  w""^  they  haue  already  Nominated  the  other  Offi- 
cers, w^^  which  you  will  pleafe  to  Acquaint  their  Lordps. 

I am  Sr 

Cuflom  Houfe  London  Yo’’  Moft  humble  Servl 

3 March  1696  In°  SanSOM. 

Mr  Popple. 


The  Names  of  perfons  to  be  appointed  Attorneys 
General  and  Advocates  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
to  be  Erefled  in  the  Colonies  and  Provinces  on  the 
Continent  of  America  & Iflands  Adjacent. 


Names  of  places 
where  officers  are 
wanting. 


Virginia  & 
North  Carolina 


Edward  Chilton  Barifter  at  Law,  and  Late  Attor- 
ney Gent  in  Virgin?  — Attorney  Genl  and  Ad- 
vocate. 


Mary  Land 
& the  3 

Lower  Countys 


Edward  Chilton  Attorney  Genl  & advocate. 


Eaft  & Weft 
Jerzey  The 
Colony  of  Conneticot 
& New  York. 


James  Graham  the  prefent  Attorney  Genl  To 
be  Advocate  alfo. 


Province 
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Thorns. Newton  Attorney  General  & advocate. 


Province  of  the 
Maffachufets 
bay  in  New 
England  & 

New  Hampfhire> 

Road  Ifland  — Thoms  Newton  Attorney  Genl  & advocate. 
Carolina  — Jonathan  Armory  Attorney  Gen^&  advocate. 

Bermudas  — Nicholas  Trott  Attorney  Gen^&  advocate. 
Bahama  Iflands  — John  Leighton  Attorney  Gen^ 


It  is  humbly  propofed  for  his  Service  That  the  fame 
perfon  be  the  Attorney  General  for  his  Ma7  in  all  pleas  of  the 
Crowne,  And  alfo  the  Advocate  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
to  Try  the  feizures  made  of  Goods  & VelTells  for  Breach  of 
the  A6ts  of  Trade,  And  all  Plantacon  Bonds  Forfeited  — 
And  alfo  all  Prizes  taken  at  fea  &c^ 

The  Governours  of  the  Plantacons  under  his  Mal^  Imme- 
diate Authority,  To  have  Power  by  Commiffion  from  his 
Ma'.^  to  appoint  Perfons  to  Supply  the  Vacancy  of  Judges 
Regiflers  and  Marflialls,  and  alfo  Attorneys  General,  and 
Advocates  upon  the  Removal  or  Death  of  any  of  the  prefent 
officers  who  are  thereby  Impower’d  to  A6l  in  their  feverall 
places  and  offices,  untill  his  pleafure  be  further  knowne. 

The  Attorneys  Generali  are  made  by  warrant  under  the 
Privy  Seale  or  Great  Seale,  The  Advocates  by  Ward  from 
the  R1  Hono^^®  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  directed  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  in  England,  who  gives  them  his 
Deputation  under  the  feale  of  his  Office. 

’Tis  neceffary  That  the  Officers  of  the  Courts  of  Admir- 
alty have  Fees  allow’d  them  Stated  by  the  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty  in  England,  for  the  time  being,  in  regard  of  the 

Long 
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Long  & Tedious  Journey  They  muft  take,  if  Occafion  do’s 
offer. 

I reed  this  Paper  of  Names  from  My  Randolph  this  3 March 

1696 

Rich?  Savage. 


\^AddreJ]fed'\  To  William  Popple  Efq' 

Secry  to  the  R1  Hono^J®  the  Lords 
Comm?  of  the  Councill  of  Trade 


Thefe. 


\^Endorfed^  Lre  from  y®  Sec7  of  y®  Cufl®  houfe 
with  a Lift  of  y®  names  of  perfons 
propofed  to  be  Advocates  in  feveral 
of  his  MaT  Planta".®  in  America. 
Dated  \ 

Rec'!  I 3% 

Read  4^*' ) March  169!. 


[Annexed,  in  Randolph’s  writing,  p.  306.] 

Maryland  ) 

& 3 lower  Countyes  ) Edw?  Chilton  Att : G : & Advocate. 
Penfilvania  'i 

& Weft  Jerfey  J Edward  Chilton  Atturny  & Advocate. 

New  York  ^ 

& Connedlicott  > James  Graham  y®  prefent  Atturney  to  be  Advocate. 
& Eaft  Jerfey  ) 

^ aS<tQ^^^tt  perfon  in^h^Kahama  Iflan^^^am  a ftranger,  & 
kno;«^  ribtvwhom  to  recophsend. 

Bahama  Iflands  Ellis  Lightwood  Judge: 

John  Leighton  : Atturney  Gen^^  & Advocate 

My  Randolph’s  Meml  for  reconciling  & perfedling  the  two 
Lifts  lately  rec?  from  y®  Cuftom  houfe  of  Perfons  to  be  offi- 
cers in  the  Adm^^  Courts  in  fome  of  y®  Plant"® 


Delivered 
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Delivered  by  him  to  y®  Board  y®  4^^  of  March  169^. 

\^Endor/ed~\  Mf  Randolph’s  Mem!  for 

reconciling  & perfedling  y®  2 Lifts 
lately  rec?  from  y®  Cuftd-houfe  of 
perfons  to  be  Officers  in  y®  Adm!^  Courts 
in  fome  of  the  Plantations. 

Deliver’d  to  y®  Board  by  Mf  Randolph 
& read  y®  4*  March. 


Randolph  to  SecV  Popple. 

State  Papers.^  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  4,  p.  328. 

March:  I7‘^  i696[7] 

Sr 

In  my  paper  of  the  Names  of  perfons  to  be  y®  Judges  etc. 
of  y®  Courts  of  Admiralty  to  be  eredled  in  y®  plantations 
prefented  to  their  Lordf^^^  y®  I3'^  of  July  part  I mentioned 
Mr  Thomas  Newton,  then  in  the  province  of  y®  Maffachu- 
fets  Bay  in  N : Eng^  to  be  his  Ma^’.®®  Atturney  Gen“  of  that 
place,  and  did  alfo  in  my  laft  paper  prefented  to  their 
Lordfp?®  Continue  him  to  be  the  Advocate  of  that  Court, 
not  then  knowing  a perfon  better  qualified  for  that 
Employment. 

But  having  lately  mett  with  Mr  Benjamin  Linde  of  the 
Inner  Temple  a Barifter  of  a Good  Eftate  & Born  in  the 
Country  & very  able  as  well  as  willing  to  feme  his  Ma^?  in 
that  flation  I take  leaue  humbly  to  recommend  him  to 
their  LordPP®  to  be  appointed  the  Advocate  in  the  Room 
of  Mr  Newton  who  is  gone  in  the  Country,  & being  no 
Barifter  at  Law  not  fo  Capable  to  difcharg  that  Truft  as 

M^ 
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Ml:  Linde  — well  known  to  many  eminent  Lawyers  in  the 
Temple. 

I am  S5 

your  humble  Seru! 

be  pleafed  not  to  offer  this 

paper  to  their  Lords  untill  EdRandolph. 

you  haue  receiued  the  Lift  of 

thofe  Officers  from  M"  Secry  Trumballs  Office. 


[Addrejfeof] 

\Endor/ed'\ 


To  the  Hon^l® 

Mf  Sec7  Popple. 

Lre  from  Ml  Randolph  propofiiig  that  M'  Benj^  Lynde  may 
be  nominated  for  Advocate  in  y®  Maffach‘®  Bay  inftead 
of  Mf  Tho.  Newton. 

Dated  17^!* 

Rec'l  I J>  March  169^. 

Read  I 


Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  Surveyor  General  of  Customs  in  America, 

RELATIVE  to  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  PoRTS  OF  PeRTH 

Amboy  and  Burlington. 

JVew  Jerfey  Archives^  Firji  Series.,  Vol.  II.  p.  178.  21  Oflober,  1697. 

The  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  order  to  Mr.  Randolph 

about  Port  of  Perth  Amboy. 

Mf  Randolph : Having  Received  Intimations  that  fome 
perfons  trading  to  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfies  are  not  Content 
with  the  Priviledges  allowed  for  the  Loading  and  unloading 
of  Goods  and  merchandizes  at  Perth  Amboy  in  Eaft  Jerfey 
and  in  Birdlington  [Burlington]  in  Weft  Jerfey,  Whereby 

Direflions 
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Direc5lions  from  the  Right  Hono^’®  the  Lords  Comiffioners 
of  his  Maj’ties  Treafury  we  have  Eftablifhed  Officers  to  Col- 
ledl  the  Duties  Impofed  by  the  A6l  made  the  25^*'  yeare  of 
the  Reigne  of  King  Charles  the  Second  to  infpeft  the  Enu- 
merated plantation  Com’odities  which  ffiall  be  laden  upon 
ffiipps  bound  Diredtly  to  this  Kingdome  and  likewife  to 
Attend  the  Delivery  of  all  European  Goods  brought  from 
thence,  but  that  fuch  perfons  will  attempt  to  Runn  into 
private  Creeks  and  harbours  where  there  are  noe  officers,  the 
better  to  Cover  their  Indiredl  pradlices.  Wee  diredl  that  at 
y.  Arrivall  in  thofe  parts  you  make  it  one  Cheife  part  of  yoT 
Care  and  Endeavour  for  the  King’s  Service  to  Oblige  all 
Merchants  Matters  of  Ships  and  others  to  load  and  unload 
at  thofe  appointed  and  priviledged  Ports  of  Perth  Amboy 
and  Birdlington  aforefaid,  being  owned  and  agreed  upon  by 
feverall  of  the  proprietors  in  heareing  to  be  fufficient  for 
the  trade  of  both  places,  and  that  there  may  be  noe  p^tence 
for  Goeing  Elfewhere,  lett  the  Officers  be  Cautioned  to  give 
theire  Conftant  and  Diligent  attendance  in  thofe  Refpedtive 
ports  for  the  Difpatch  of  all  Bufmeffe  both  Inwards  and 
outwards. 

We  reft  yo'  loveing  friends 

Jo.  Austin  Sam  Clark 

RobT  Henly  Ben:  Overbon 

Cuftom  houfe,  London 
Odtober,  97. 

To  Edward  Randolph  Efq!  Surveyor  Generali  of  his  Maj’ties 
Cuftoms  in  America. 


Commission 


i68 


Edward  Randolph. 


Commission  to  Matthew  Birch,  To  be  Surveyor  & 
Searcher  of  the  Customs  in  pennsilvania. 

Colonial  Records  of  Pennfylvania.^  Vol.  I.  p.  535.  25  March  1698. 

Edward  Randolph,  efq- Surveyor  General  of  His  maties 
Cuftoms  on  the  Continent  of  America,  & Iflands  adjacent. 
To  Mathew  Birch  efqr  By  virtue  of  a deputaon  granted  me 
by  the  Honble  the  Comrs  of  his  maties  Cuftoms  in  London, 
bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  Oflober,  1691,  & in  purfuance 
Likewife  of  additional  articles  of  inftruftions  from  yr  Honors, 
dated  att  the  cuftom  hous  in  London  y®  22d  of  7br,  1697, 
direfting  mee,  amongft  other  things,  that  in  cafe  of  anie 
vacancie  by  y“  death,  or  want  of  any  of  the  officers  of  y® 
Cuftoms,  or  otherwife  To  appoint  fome  fit  and  able  perfon 
Locus  sigim  ferve  yrin;  And  finding  no  Surveyor  & fearcher 
in  the  province  of  pennfilvania  & Counties  annext, 
I do  hereby  depute  & Impower  you,  the  fd  Mathew  Birch,  to 
be  Surveyor  and  fearcher  of  his  maties  Cuftoms,  in  the  fd 
province  of  pennfilvania  & Counties  annexed,  with  all  the 
rivers,  bays.  Creeks  & Harbours  yrunto  belonging.  With 
power  to  enter  any  fhipp,  bottom,  boat,  or  other  veffel,  as  alfo 
into  any  Shop,  houfe,  warehoufe,  Hofterie,  or  otherwife,  what- 
foever,  to  make  diligent  fearch  Into  any  trunk,  cheft,  Caffe, 
trufs,  or  anie  other  parcel  or  package  whatfoever.  To  make  dili- 
gent fearch  for  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes  prohibited 
to  be  imported  or  exported  qrof  [whereof]  the  Cuftoms  & 
Duties  have  not  been  duly  paid,  and  the  fame  to  feize  for 
His  Maties  ufe ; & alfo  to  put  in  execuon  all  other  Lawll 
powers  & authorities  for  the  better  managing  & caufmg  to 

be 
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be  Collefled  the  faid  duties,  in  all  things  as  y®  Law  di- 
rects, following  & obferving  all  fuch  Rules  & inftruflions  as 
you  fhall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  y®  Comrs  of  His 
Maties  Cuftoms  in  England,  or  from  the  Comrs  of  His 
Maties  Cuflom  for  the  time  being.  Given  undr  my  hand  & 
feal  of  office  att  y®  port  of  Philadelphia,  the  25th  day  of 
March,  Annoque  domini,  1698,  & in  the  Tenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  or  Soveraign  Lord  King  William  Y®  Third  of 
England  &c. 

Edwd.  Randolph  Serveyor  Genrll. 

Recorded  29th  March,  1698. 


Randolph’s  letter  to  Sec*'?'  Popple. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  4.  p.  669. 

New  York  Aprill  y®  25*^  1698. 

Sy 

I overtook  the  [inclofed  ?]  here  the  2 2^1  inflan t,  I have 
waited  upon  the  Earl  of  Bellamont ; I find  his  Lordpp 
ftridl  in  the  Supporting  of  the  Interefl  of  the  Crown,  the 
putting  the  A6ls  of  Parliam!  in  Execution,  & Suppreffing 
Pyrates ; 5 or  6 Veffells  (as  is  reported)  are  come  from 
the  red  fea  fome  are  gone  to  the  Southward  towards  Caro- 
lina & Providence ; I queftion  not  but  I fhall  hereafter  hear 
that  fome  of  them  have  touched  at  Penfilvania,  where  Mr 
Markham  continues  their  fleddy  freind ; he  Entertain’d 
& countenanced  fome  of  Everys  men,  he  had  the  Lords 
Juflices  Proclamaeon  againfi:  them,  after  that  lett  two  of 
them  go  to  Carolina  & the  other  two  are  in  the  Province  ; 
One  Claus  a Dane  keeps  a Coopers  fhop  in  Philadelphia,  I 
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faw  him  Every  day;  James  Brown  another  of  them  is  mar- 
ried to  Mr  Markhams  daughter  & lives  nigh  New  Caflle  if 
not  dead ; I have  adminiftred  the  Oath  to  the  Governf  but 
he  was  not  well  pleafed  I would  not  Joyne  with  him  to 
break  it,  he  preff’d  me  to  admitt  of  the  Quakers  atteft  in- 
ftead  of  an  Oath  to  prove  that  they  were  the  Owners  of 
Veffells,  when  as  their  own  Law  (made  fince  the  paffing  the 
A6l  for  pVenting  frauds)  has  otherwife  provided  as  follows : 
— Provided  allways  & it  is  hereby  intended  that  no  perfon 
fhall  be  by  this  Ad:  Excufed  from  Swearing,  who  by  the 
A6ls  of  Parham^  for  Trade  & Navigation  are  or  fliall  be 
required  to  take  an  Oath : — but  he  values  neither  Oath  nor 
the  A6ts  of  Parham!  fo  he  may  gett  money  ; I have  the  like 
account  from  others  of  the  Proprietys.  Mf  Webb  at  Provi- 
dence has  forgott  his  Oath  (as  I am  Informed)  feizing  & 
difcharging  Veffells  as  he  pleafes  the  mailers  paying  well 
for  it ; many  of  Everys  men  are  in  Carolina ; the  Earle  of 
Bellamont  is  now  fending  the  ffowy  frigott  in  purfuit  of  the 
Pyrates  about  the  Southern  parts,  I go  upon  her  to  adminif- 
ter  the  Oaths  to  the  Govern*^f  of  Carolina  &c.  I fliall  then 
give  to  their  Lordpps  a particular  account  of  proceedings 
there ; tis  abfolutely  neceffary  that  the  Admiralty  orders  3 
or  4 light  frigotts  to  be  fent  thither  & putt  und!  the  comand 
& direccon  of  the  Earle  of  Bellamont,  (New  York  lying  in 
the  center  of  all  the  proprietys)  otherwife  all  the  A(5ls  of 
Parham!  & his  Maj^'f*  Lett"  to  thofe  Govern"  will  fignifie  no 
more  then  old  Gazetts  — befides  the  Deptford  & the  ffowy 
order’d  to  Guard  New  England  & New  York;  part  of  which 
charge  will  be  pVented,  if  his  Maj‘l®  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint 
his  own  Govern?  with  good  Salarys  in  thofe  Proprietys. 

You 
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You  may  pleafe  to  remember,  how  I prelTed  for  his  Maj‘l® 
to  appoint  Atturneys  Generali  in  all  Goverm?  I have 
found  the  want  of  one  in  Penfilvania  intending  to  putt  two 
bonds  forfeited  to  his  Maj^i®  in  fuite,  the  Partys  are  arrefted 
but  no  body  appointed  to  profecute  there  for  his  Maj*!®  I 
was  not  wanting  before  I left  England  to  propofe  what  now 
is  confirmed  to  be  neceffary  for  his  Maj^'f*  Service ; I expe6l 
effedluall  care  will  be  taken  at  home  to  remedy  thofe  Mifde- 
meanors  in  the  Proprietys,  otherwife  I fhall  be  of  Ml;  Penns 
& Colonell  Quareys  Opinion,  that  the  Salaryes  beftowed 
upon  the  Officers  (efpecially  in  Penfilvania)  is  but  fo  much 
money  thrown  away. 

Be  pleafed  to  accept  my  duty  & readinefs  to  obferve  y’’ 
comands  (directed  to  me  at  the  poft  houfe  in  New  York,) 
becaufe  I am  S!  y!  moft  humble  & obliged  fern! 

EdRandolph. 

\_Addrej[fed\  To  the  Honble  Mf  Popple 

Secry  att  the  Councill  of  Trade  In  Whitehall  London. 

\_Eiidorfed'\  Lre  from  Mf  Randolph  to  the  Sec7  dated  at  New  York  the 

25*.*^  of  April  1698,  ab!  Pirates  & Illegall  Traders. 

.4  >>  <.U  *r  1 


Randolph’s  letter  to  the  Board  from  New  York. 


May  it  Pleafe  y*”  Lordpps 


Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General^  4 (662). 

^ Newyork  Aprill  the  26*’'  1698. 


A.  In  obedience  to  y Lordpps  commands  fignified  by 
M*"  Secretary  Popple  in  his  LetP  to  me  of  the  i6‘^  of  Aprill 
1697  to  give  y*”  Lordpps  from  time  to  time  an  Account  of 


whatfoeve’^ 
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whatfoev’’  I fhall  Judge  proper  for  their  knowledge  in  order 
to  his  Maj‘f  fervice  in  any  of  the  Colonys  wherein  I fhall 
refide  ; I humbly  reprefent,  that  I arriv’d  the  16^^  of  Decemb!; 
paft  at  Annapolis  the  Cheif  Town  in  the  Province  of  Mary- 
land. I adminiftred  the  Oath  to  Coii  Nicholfon  the  Govern! 
the  II^^  of  Jan’^pafl,  he  continues  very  zealous  to  putt  the 
A6ls  of  Trade  in  Execucon,  & to  the  End  no  illegall  Traders, 
may  for  the  future  gett  off  with  fiend’’  fecurity,  he  has  putt 
all  forfeited  Plantacon  Bonds  in  fuites  & recovered  Judgem!® 
agj  feverall  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  were  bound  with  the  Maf- 
ters  of  Veffells,  carrying  their  Tobacco  from  thence  to  Scot- 
land diredlly,  which  makes  many  of  them  (being  Scotch 
Traders)  very  uneafy  to  the  Govern! 

B.  I fearing  I could  not  comply  with  the  time  limited 
by  the  A6l  for  adminiftring  the  Oath  to  the  Govern!  of  Pen- 
filvania  fent  the  Commiffion  order’d  to  remain  in  Virginia 
for  adminiftring  the  Oath  to  the  Govern!  for  the  time  being, 
by  my  fervant  to  S’"  Edmond  Andres,  who  has  accordingly 
taken  the  Oath,  & is  very  llrict  himfelf  & obliges  the  Officers 
of  the  Cuftoms  to  be  very  diligent  & punftuall  in  their 
refpedlive  places. 

C.  With  much  difficulty  I gott  over  Chefepeak  Bay,  & 
travelled  to  Penffivania  calling  at  New  Caftle  upon  Dela- 
ware Bay,  ’tis  Inhabited  with  Scotch  & Dutch  cheifly,  & a 
few  French  & one  or  two  Englifh  men;  they  are  under  an 
arbitrary  Quaker  Goverm!  where  neither  Judges  Jurys  nor 
wittneffes  are  fworn,  even  in  triads  of  Criminalls,  as  about  4 
years  ago  when  I was  there  (as  I was  inform’d  but  will 
more  particularly  appear  by  the  Record  of  the  faid  trial!  if 
they  kept  any)  one  Richardfon  was  tryed  condemned,  & 
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executed  upon  a fuppofed  murther,  To  that  his  Maj*®®  fub- 
jefts  inhabiting  in  thofe  places,  & Penhlvania  alfo,  are  in  no 
wife  fecure  in  their  Eflates  Lives  & Liberties,  nor  can  it  be 
expected  that  the  Officers  of  his  Cufloms  can  have 

Juftice  done,  where  there  are  no  perfons  qualified  by  an 
Oath  to  try  their  Caufes  upon  feizures  & otherwife. 

D.  I came  to  Philadelphia  & adminifired  the  Oath  to  IVP 
Markham  the  Governf  the  17^^  of  March  paft,  but  he  has 
not  his  Maj‘^®  Order  in  Councill  allowing  him  to  be  Governf 
of  that  Province. 

E.  Coii  Nicholfon  hearing  of  fome  of  Everys  men  were 
in  Philadelphia  forthwith  fent  the  Lords  Jufiices  Proclama- 
con  (for  apprehending  them)  to  M**  Markham,  who  infiead 
of  fecuring,  fupported  & Encourag’d  them ; two  of  the 
Cheif  (Chinton  & Laffell)  were  carried  to  Carolina  from 
Philadelphia,  by  one  Medlicott,  another  of  Everys  men  & 
furgeon  of  his  fhip;  Another  of  them  (one  Claus  a Cooper) 
lives  now  in  Philadelphia,  I have  feen  him  almoft  every 
day  in  the  fireets ; & James  Brown  (one  alfo  of  that  Com- 
pany) is  married  to  M"  Markhams  daughter. 

F.  I humbly  Inclofe  a Copy  of  their  Examinacon  attefied 

by  David  LLoyd  the  atturne}^  Geffiall.  I Likewife  fend  a 
Copy  of  the  Preface  of  their  Laws,  in  which  they  fhew  them- 
felves  independent  from  the  Crown,  not  acknowledging  his 
p’’fent  Maj^®  King  William  y®  third  to  be  their  Soveraign 
Lord  & King.^  q 

® This  affertion  made  by  Randolph  our  King  & Queen,”  on  the  fecond  day 
is  not  confirmed  by  public  documents,  of  the  ninth  month,  1689,  although  no 
The  Governor  and  Council  of  Pennfyl-  official  proclamation  had  been  received 
vania  declared  and  acknowledged  the  from  England.  See  Colonial  Records 
Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  “to  be  of  Pomfylva^iia.)  Vol.  I.  p.  305. 
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G.  I have  Order’d  One  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Philadel- 
phia to  be  arrefled  (being  fecurity  for  a Veffell  which  carried 
her  Tobacco  to  Scotland  diredlly  from  thence)  upon  his  for- 
feited Plantacon  Bond  of  looo^  Another  upon  a Bond  of 
50o\  I went  to  the  Govern*'  & defir’d  him  to  appoint  an 
Atturney  Gen*'all  to  profecute  thofe  Bonds  for  his  Maj*i®  but 
he  did  nothing  in  [it]. 

H.  He  has  adjourn’d  the  Courts  for  6 months,  & by  that 

means  he  has  given  a fair  oppertunity  to  the  perfons  arrefled 
to  fecure  themfelves  & Eflates  from  future  trouble,  & to 
thofe  alfo  (whofe  forfeited  Plantacon  bonds  he  refufes  to  fhew 
me)  So  that  his  Service  is  neglefted,  the  Adts  of 

Trade  Eluded,  & the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  putt  to  charge 
& trouble  to  no  purpofe.  Mr.  Markham  has  likewife  dis- 
charged a Veffell  of  New  York  belonging  to  CoB  Heathcott 
& Cap^  Evans  Command"  of  the  Richmond  Frigott  now  at 
New  York,  feiz’d  by  his  own  Warrant  for  loading  Tobacco 
before  bond  given,  fince  he  reced  & publifhed  the  Adi  for 
p"venting  frauds. 

K.  About  lo  days  ago  ’twas  difcour’d  that  5 or  6 Vef- 
fels  from  the  Red  Seas  were  upon  the  Coafi  One  of  them 
was  in  A Connedicott  Colony  (a  propriety)  & unlivered  [un- 
loaded] fome  part  of  her  goods,  w'"^  were  feiz’d  upon  by  his 
Excys  direccons  to  Capt.  Culliford  Command"  of  his  Maj**®® 
Frigott  the  Fowy. 

L.  The  Swift  Frigott  (Capt.  Bollock  Command")  being 
run  aground  at  North  Carolina  & in  Dang"  to  be  lofl,  I 
therefore  in  purfuance  to  my  Inflruccons  from  my  Mafters 
the  Com".®  of  his  Maj^®®  Cuftomes,  intend  to  take  my  paffage 
upon  the  Fowy  with  his  Maj^®®  Comiffions  to  adminifler  the 
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Oaths  to  the  Govern’'^  of  Carolina,  & Bermudos,  &:  to  carry  y“ 
Comiffion  & inflruccons  to  the  Bahama  Hands,  where  I am 
well  informed  by  a Mafler  of  a VefTell  belonging  to  this 
Place  (who  lately  came  from  thence)  that  Capt.  Webb  the 
Proprietors  Governf  feizes  & deers  Veffells,  making  the 
Matters  pay  what  he  pleafes,  & takes  no  notice  of  M' 
Graves,  appointed  to  be  the  Colled’'  of  his  Maj‘f  Cuftomes 
in  that  Place. 

M.  Lordpps  may  pleafe  to  Remember  that  befides 
the  Proprietors  Govern*'^  taking  the  Oath,  & being  approved 
of  by  his  Maj*®"  Ord’’  in  Councill,  before  their  Entrance  into 
their  refpedive  Goverm^f  (as  in  the  Ad  for  pVenting  frauds 
is  Enaded)  that  the  Right  Hon^^®  the  Lords  Spirituall  & 
Temporall  affembled  in  Parliam^  for  the  betP  regulating  the 
Proprietors  Govern’’®  did  humbly  propofe  to  his  Maj‘’®  that 
the  Owners  of  the  Severall  Proprietys  who  live  in  England 
fhould  give  good  fecurity  to  the  Value  of  2 or  3000^  to  his 
Maj^’®  that  their  Govern*’®  fhould  punduall}^  obferve  all  the 
Ads  of  Trade  &c,  & that  none  of  their  Govern*’®  be  approv’d 
of  by  his  Maj‘*®®  Order  in  Councill,  untill  fuch  bond  be 
given ; I beleive  that  none  of  the  p'fent  Govern*’®  (except 
Capt.  Webb  Govern*’  of  the  Bahama  Hands)  are  approved 
of  by  his  Maj‘®®  Ord*"  in  Councill,  Neither  have  any  of  the 
Owners  (living  in  England)  given  fuch  bond.  So  that  not- 
withfkanding  the  Ad  for  p*’venting  frauds,  the  feverall  Comf- 
fions,  & all  other  methods  direded  (for  the  bringing  thofe 
independent  Proprietys  to  a due  Conformity  to  the  Laws  & 
Goverm^  of  England)  have  been  of  no  effed  & the  fending 
Officers  of  the  Cufloms  thither  with  great  Sallarys  (as  M*^ 

Penn 
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Penn  has  truly  obferved  from  the  Temper  of  his  Freinds)  is 
only  a Charge  to  y®  Crown. 

N.  For  preventing  thefe  & many  other  open  Violacons 

& contempts  of  his  Laws  & Authority  it  is  humbly 

propofed  that  his  Majefty  be  pleaf’d  to  take  into  his  own 
hands  the  Goverm^  of  all  thefe  petty  Independent  Planta- 
cons,  & appoint  Govern’’®  by  his  Comiffions,  Referving  all 
ways  to  the  Own’’®  of  fuch  Proprietys  all  their  right  & pro- 
perty to  all  Intents  & purpofes  as  fully  & amply  as  by  their 
faid  LetP®  Pattents  &c  are  granted  to  them  &c.  Otherwife 
fliould  a hundred  A6ls  be  made  for  the  Regulacon  of  them, 
they  will  pay  no  obedience  to  them. 

O.  I take  leave  further  humbly  to  propofe  to  y'  Lordpps 
that  it  is  abfolutely  necelTary  for  his  Maj^’^®  fervice  that  the 
Lords  Com’’®  of  the  Admiralty  do  fend  at  lead;  two  fmall 
light  Frigotts  to  be  under  the  comand  & direccon  of  his 
Excellency  the  Earle  of  Bellamont,  befides  thofe  now  all- 
ready appointed  for  New  York  & New  England,  otherwife 
twill  be  impoffible  to  p’’vent  illegall  Traders  & Pyrates  Efpi- 
cally  from  trading  in  the  Provinces  & Colonys  Extending 
about  800  miles  from  New  England  to  Carolina  upon  the 
Coafl  of  America,  as  alfo  to  Defend  Lawfull  Traders  from 
Spoyle  & Rapine  often  comitted  by  Pyrates  on  this  Coad, 
New  York  being  the  Ce[ntre]  & is  fituated  near  the  main 
Ocean,  So  that  Veffells  may  in  much  lefs  time  cruife  to  the 
Eaftward  or  weftward  as  Occafion  fhall  require  from  thence. 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 

by  Ed  Randolph. 

[Here  follows  a precis  of  preceding  paper,  alphabetically 
arranged,  probably  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Board.] 

\_Endor/ed^ 
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\Endorfed'\  Com*’®  Trade  Plant"®  General 

Lre  from  IVP  Randolph  to 
the  Board,  dated  at  New  York 
April  y®  26‘^  1698. 

Red  July  ) 

Read  4^^  06t^  ) 

The  Title  of  the  New  Laws  made  in  Pensilvania  is 

AS  FOLLOWS. 

State  Papers.^  Board  of  Trade^  Plantatio7ts  General^  Vol.  4,  p.  665.  26  Apr. 

1698. 

The  Laws  made  & paft  by  William  Markham  Efqy  Gov- 
ern’’ undl  William  Penn  Efqr  abfolute  proprietor  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Penfilvania,  & the  Territories  thereunto  belonging, 
by  & with  the  advice  & confent  of  the  Council  & Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  faid  Province  & Territories  in  Generali  Affem- 
bly  mett  at  Philadelphia  in  the  sd  Province  the  26^^  of  O6I0- 
ber,  & the  7^^  day  of  November  in  the  Eighth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  William  the  third  of  England  King  Aho  Dni 
1696. 

And  Whereas  divers  perfons  within  this  Goverm!  cannot 
(for  Confcience  Sake)  take  an  Oath  upon  any  account  what- 
foever  Be  it  therefore  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforesd 
that  all  & every  fuch  perfon  & perfons  being  at  any  time 
hereafter  required  upon  any  Occafion  to  give  Evidence  or 
take  an  Oath  in  any  cafe  whatfoever,  fhall  inftead  of  fwear- 
ing  be  permitted  to  make  his  or  their  folemn  affirmacon, 
atteft  or  Declaracon  which  fhall  be  adjudged,  & is  hereby 
Enafted  & Declared  to  be  of  the  fame  force  & Effedt  to  all 
Intents  & purpofes  whatfoevf  as  if  they  had  taken  an  Oath. 

VOL.  V.  — 23  The 
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The  Form  of  Juftices  and  Judges 
attefl  fhall  be  in  thefe  Words  viz! 

Thou  flialt  folemny  Promife  that  as  Judge  or  Juftice  ac- 
cording to  the  Govern?  Comiffion  to  thee  diredled  thou 
(halt  do  equal  right  to  the  poor  & Rich  to  the  befl;  of  thy 
Knowledge  & Power  according  to  Law,  & after  the  Ufages 
& Conflitucons  of  this  Goverm! 

Provided  allways  & it  is  hereby  intended  that  no  perfon 
fliall  be  by  this  Ad  Excufed  from  Swearing  who  by  the 
A6ls  of  Parliament  for  trade  & Navigation  are  or  fhall  be 
required  to  take  an  Oath. 

This  Provifo  was  contrived  by  Mr  Penn  in  England  fome 
time  after  the  paffing  the  A6l  for  pVenting  frauds  &c.  & by 
his  diredlions  putt  in  the  Body  of  their  new  Laws,  to  fham 
thofe  who  will  any  long*"  credit  him : but  David  Lloyd,  a 
rigid  Quaker  the  Attorney  Generali  & cheif  Diredlor  in  the 
Goverm!  declared  to  me  on  the  7^^  of  March  lafl  in  the 
Company  of  feverall  of  that  fedt,  the  Govern’’  being  p^’fent, 
that  that  Provifo  was  never  intended  to  be  obferved  in  Pen- 
filvania,  fome  of  thofe  Quakers  being  Owners  of  Veffells, 
protefting  that  I made  ufe  of  it  as  a fnare  to  entrap  them ; 
that  they  would  loofe  their  Veffells  before  they  would  take 
an  Oath,  according  to  their  Provifo. 

\_Endorfed  ] Preface  or  Title  to  the  New 
Laws  of  Pennfylvania. 

Tranfmitted  by  Ml;  Randolph 
in  his  Lre  to  y®  Board,  dated 
at  New  York  y®  26?  of  April.  98. 

Red  6?  July) 

Read  ) 1698. 
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Randolph  to  Benj"?  Bathurst. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General^  Vol.  4,  p.  698. 

New  York,  Mayy®  12*!",  1698. 

Sr 

Tho’  I am  farr  diftant  yett  I have  not  forgott  my  promife 
made  at  Parting  in  Pauls  Church  yard  to  give  an  account 
what  fuccefs  the  Proclamacon  of  the  Lords  Juftices  for  ap- 
prehending Everys  men  (obtain’d  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany) has  mett  with,  in  the  feverall  Colonys  & Plantacons 
upon  the  Continent  of  America  & Hands  adjacent,  but 
before  I anfwer  I take  Leave  to  remind  yY  that  I gave  to 
Mr  Marfhall  & Mr  Dorrington  members  of  y®  Company  a 
Copy  of  my  memoriall  flrowing  the  onely  methods  for  &c. 
w®^'  I prefented  to  the  Right  Hohble  the  Lords  Com?  for 
Trade,  & laid  the  fame  likewife  before  the  Right  Hohble 
the  Lords  Comittees  in  Parham!  & that  fo  long  as  the  Pro- 
prietys  of  the  Bahama  Hands,  Carolina,  Penfilvania,  with 
its  Terri torys  the  two  Jerfeys  Connefticott  Colony,  & the 
Colony  of  Road  Hand,  [have  ?]  feperate  Goverm?  one  from 
Another  & all  Independent  from  the  Crown,  ’tis  not  poffible 
to  fupprefs  Pyracy. 

The  Owners  of  thofe  Tradls  of  Land  Expedl  great  advan- 
tage, & allow  their  Govern?  not  fufficient  to  fupport  them 
honourably  in  their  ftations,  w®^  brings  Contempt  & putts 
them  upon  indiredt  means  to  gett  a bettr  maintenance,  be- 
fides  they  generally  appoint  perfons  of  flender  fortunes  with 
an  Indifferent  flock  of  honefly;  Mr  Trott  at  Providence 
ftop’d  a Dutch  Veffell,  gott  a great  deal  of  money  by  her 

before 
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before  he  would  lett  her  go,  befides  what  he  made  by  Every 
& his  Company. 

Cofi  Ludwell  & Seth  Sowthwell  one  of  the  Lords  Pro- 
priety of  Carolina  about  the  year  1692  inriched  themfelves 
by  James  Miller  a Scotch  man  & fome  of  his  Company, 
who  fhar  d a thoufand  pound  a man  at  Charles  Town  foon 
after  went  to  Penfilvania,  where  they  paid  Ml;  Markham  for 
his  favour  & proteftion,  they  are  fettled  & are  Inhabitants 
there  to  this  day  as  appears  by  the  inclofed  paper  N°  i. 

I am  heartily  difpofd  to  Cofi.  Nicholfon  the  Governf  of 
Maryland,  he  is  a man  truely  zealous  to  fupprefs  Pyracy  & 
illegall  Trade,  he  has  been  very  fevere  formdy  upon  thofe 
who  were  fufpefted  onely  to  harbour  or  countenance  any 
Pyrates,  fo  that  not  one  of  Every’s  men  ever  came  into  that 
Province.  I have  not  heard  of  any  in  Virginia,  but  at  Phila- 
delphia, I faw  Stephen  Claus  (one  of  them)  living  within  20 
Rods  of  the  Govern^  houfe  & James  Brown  another  of 
them  is  married  to  Mf  Markhams  daughter,  & lives  below 
New  Caflle. 

I Inclofe  to  y'^  a Paper  N?  2 being  the  Narrative  of  Cap! 
Sneed  lately  a Juftice  of  Peace  in  the  Province  of  Penfil- 
vania, with  whom  Sy  John  Hubland  [Hulland.^]  correfponds, 
as  N?  3 being  the  Informacon  of  Thomas  Robinfon  Efqf 
Agent  to  the  R!  Honble  the  Earle  of  Romney  to  receive  his 
Maj‘f  Part  of  Prizes  brought  into  thofe  Plantacons,  & alfo  a 
Copy  of  the  Exam  in  aeon  of  two  of  Everys  men  who  (as  I faid 
before)  live  in  the  Town,  Nothwithflanding  the  Govern^  had 
received  (whilft  I was  in  Philadelphia)  his  Maj^®.®  Circular 
letP  of  the  25^!"  of  September  (97)  from  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury’s  Office,  fignifying  his  Maj^f  Exprefs  pleafure  to  all 

Govern? 
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Govern?  &c.  to  arrefl  Seize  & Secure  the  fhips  Perfons  & 
Effefts  of  all  Pyrates  & fea  Rovers  &c.  yet  after  my  flay  3 
weeks  in  Philadelphia,  I faw  the  Pyrates  walking  about  the 
flreets  as  formdy.  But  his  Excy  the  Earle  of  Bellamont 
kept  all  clofe  till  he  had  certain  advife  that  a Veffell  from 
the  Red  Sea  had  landed  fome  of  her  goods  in  Connedlicott 
Colony,  fome  port  [part  ?]  whereof  is  nigh  N : York,  as  did 
alfo  about  the  fame  time  a Dutch  Bottom  from  Madagafcar 
loaden  with  Eaft  India  goods,  which  they  unliver’d  about 
the  fame  place  in  the  sd  Colony.  The  Earl  of  Bellamont 
order’d  Cap!  Culliford  Comand!  of  the  ffowy  ffrigott  to  dif- 
patch  a Boat  & hands  to  feize  them,  they  were  found  in  one 
Banks  his  houfe  in  the  Town  of  Greenwich  in  that  Colony. 

In  a little  time  about  40  Pyrates  were  floln  into  New 
York,  I faw  Edward  Taylor  (one  of  Coates  his  men)  walking 
about  the  Town,  but  foon  after  was  taken  in  Bed,  & carried 
to  the  fort,  with  fome  two  or  three  more  of  the  gang,  upon 
which  the  refl  being  nigh  40  in  all  made  their  Efcape  to 
Connedlicott  Colony,  & Eaft  Jerfey;  fo  that  his  Lordpp 
being  by  the  Duke  of  Shrewfburys  LetP  confin’d  within  the 
limitts  of  his  own  Jurifdiccon,  cannot  feize  or  fend  his 
Warr!  to  apprehend  any  Pyrate  either  in  Connefticott  Col- 
ony or  the  Jerfeys,  tho’  it  has  been  proved  that  he  is  a 
notorious  Villain. 

And  as  to  the  Govern?  of  thofe  places  they  live  about  60 
or  70  miles  up  in  the  Country,  befides  being  Elefted  by  the 
People  once  a year,  they  dare  not  medle  with  any,  tho’  they 
knew  it,  leaft  the  inhabitants  who  live  by  the  fea  fide,  & gett 
money  for  concealing  prohibited  goods,  make  a party  & 
choofe  another  Govern!  for  the  Enfuing  Year. 
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His  Excy  has  highly  difpleaf’d  the  Trading  men  in  this 
Town,  who  have  all  along  Encourag’d  Privateers ; he  is 
Iffuing  a ftridl  Proclamacon  ag‘  Pyrates  & their  Abettors, 
which  will  onely  make  them  remove  their  Trade.  & familys 
to  Amboy  in  Eaft  Jerfey,  lying  farr  nearer  to  Sandy  Hook 
then  New  York,  fo  that  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of 
thofe  places  & all  the  other  proprietys  to  be  putt  undr  his 
Maj‘?*  imediate  Authority. 

I am  going  to  Providence  & Carolina  where  (if  I am 
rightly  inform’d)  feverall  of  Everys  men  & other  Pyrates  are 
fettled ; the  Swift  ffrigott  appointed  to  tranfport  me  from 
one  Plantacon  to  another,  is  drove  afhore  & not  fitt  for  fer- 
vice,  otherwife  I fhould  be  in  a Condicon  to  manage  them, 
wherever  I meet  with  them,  or  any  of  their  goods,  having  a 
power  to  feize  & fecure  their  Goods  in  what  place  foever  I 
find  them. 

It  will  be  a reproach  to  the  Goverm!  that  after  his  Maj!® 
has  by  his  Vidtorious  Armies  fubdued  his  Infulting  Eneinys 
& brought  the  blefling  of  Peace  to  England  That  Mr  Penn 
fhould  fo  farr  p'^vaile  upon  perfons  of  Honr  to  Joyne  with 
him  to  promote  the  fetting  up  of  little  comonwealths  in 
his  Maj-  Dominions  abroad  who  are  of  different  principles 
from  him,  & have  appeared  in  fetting  up  the  Monarchical! 
Goverm!  at  home.  I am  Sr  your  humble  Serur 

EdRandolph  S:  G. 

be  pleafed  the  inclofed  being  Capt.  Sneeds  letter 
to  Sr  John  Hulland  may  be  delivered. 

{^Endorfed~\  Mr  Randolph’s  Lre  to 
Sr  Benjamin  Bathurft 
dated  at  N : York  y®  i2‘.^ 
of  May  1698. 
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Randolph  to  the  Board,  about  Boundaries. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^  Plantations  General^  Vol.  4,  p.  673. 

^ New  York  May  i6‘^  1698. 

May  it  Pleafe  yl;  Lor3pps 

I was  yefterday  defired  (by  MT  ffrederick  Phillips  one  of 
the  moft  antient  Inhabitants  of  New  York  & greateft  Trader 
to  Albany,  & other  Merch^^  trading  with  the  five  Nations  of 
Indians  in  Amity  with  the  dutch  at  Albany)  to  reprefent  to 
y!  Lordpps,  that  the  ffrench  have  for  many  years  encroached 
upon  the  Trade,  & alfo  upon  that  Part  of  the  Countrey  to 
the  Southward  of  their  Bounds,  by  making  fettlements  at 
the  heads  of  all  the  great  Rivers  in  his  Ma‘?®  Plantations, 
from  Panopfcott  Northward  to  South  Carolina,  fo  that  2 or 
300  ffrench  may  upon  any  difference  betwixt  the  Crowns  of 
England  & ffrance  come  down  in  finall  Partyes,  & mine  & 
deftroy  all  the  Inhabitants,  who  live  10  or  15  miles  diftant 
One  Neighbour  from  another  Efpecially  in  Virginia  & 
Maryland,  where  there  are  no  Towns. 

Now  I am  very  well  Inform’d  that  upon  a treaty  of  Set- 
tlem‘  of  the  Bounds  between  his  Matie  & the  ffrench  King 
it  was  concluded  that  all  the  ffrench  do  draw  off  their  In- 
habitants, fettled  upon  the  heads  of  all  the  Rivers  in  Caro- 
lina, Virginia,  New  England  &c.  & to  confine  themfelves 
within  the  limitts  of  their  old  bounds. 

The  Northward  of  the  River  of  Panopfcott  has  all  ways 
been  accounted  the  dividing  line  between  the  Englifli  & the 
ffrench,  running  from  thence  N.  N.  W.  up  into  the  Countrey 
by  which  means  the  Beaver  hunting  Trade  (now  taken  from 

us 
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US  by  the  ffrench)  will  be  fecured  to  us,  & thereby  the  5 
Nations  of  the  Indians  will  bring  all  the  Peltry  to  Albany  & 
continue  their  ffreindfhip  to  us. 

I take  leave  to  inform  yf  Lordpps  that  all  the  Country  of 
Accade  to  the  Eaflward  of  Boflon  is  a very  great  fifhing 
Place,  where  is  alfo  abundence  of  Excellent  Copper  & Mails 
&c.  & did  belong  to  the  Crown  of  England,  but  the  ffrench 
gott  it  from  us  by  a treaty  to  the  very  great  difadvantage 
of  the  Crown. 

I humbly  take  leave  to  propofe  that,  (upon  the  Treaty 
about  adjufting  all  difference  between  his  Matie  & y®  Crown 
of  ffrance)  the  Articles  formerly  made  between  the  King  of 
England  & the  ffrench  King  about  the  bounderies  in  thofe 
Weftern  Parts  of  the  world  may  be  accordingly  agreed  upon 
& fettled.  All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

yl  Lordpps  humble  Serv! 


\Endorfed'\  To  the  Right  Hon'^!® 

the  Lords  Comm”  for  Trade. 
Lre  from  Mr  Randolph  to 
the  Board,  dated  at  New  York 
y®  of  May  1698  ; about  the 
Boundaries  between  the 


[Not  figned.] 


Englifli  & y®  French  Plant"? 
Rec*?  6‘^  July  | 

Read  4^0aobrp^9*’ 
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Randolph  to  the  Board,  about  illegal  traders  in 

Rhode  Island. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.^  Plantations  General.,  Vol.  5 (C.  17). 

^ Bofton  May  the  30*.’'  1698. 

May  it  Pleafe  y Lordpps 

I wrote  to  y®  Board  very  largely  from  New  York  to  which 
I humbly  referr  y*"  Lordpps,  I left  that  Place  the  2i‘.^  Inftant 
& came  to  Road  Hand  the  24^^  following,  where  Walter 
Clark  (a  Quaker)  being  feverall  years  Governr  quitted  the 
place  becaufe  he  would  not  take  the  Oath  Injoyned  him  by 
the  A6ts  of  Trade,  & Samuel  Cranfton  (Clarks  Nephew)  is 
Governf  there  to  the  fame  end  as  Mf  Markham  is  Govern! 
in  Penfilvania  onely  to  take  the  Oaths  Injoyned  by  the  Aft 
for  pVenting  frauds,  but  the  Managem!  of  the  Goverm!  (fuch 
as  it  is)  is  in  the  hands  of  Quakers  & Anabaptifts,  Neither 
Judges  Juryes  nor  witneffes  are  under  any  obligation  fo 
that  all  things  are  managed  there  according  to  their  will  & 
Intereft. 

Mr  Brenton  delivered  the  Comiffion  to  the  feverall  Offi- 
cers of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  Eredled  in  that  Colony, 
w®*'  M!  Clark  the  late  Govn!  oppofed. 

Coll  Peleg  Sandford  Judge  of  the  faid  Court  went  to 
Walter  Clark  when  he  was  Govern!  to  be  fworn  to  the  true 
performance  of  his  Office,  Clark  took  his  Comiffion  from 
him,  & carried  it  to  the  Affembly  fitting  about  that  time,  & 
acquainted  them  that  the  allowing  of  a Court  of  Admiralty 
to  be  eredled  in  that  Colony  would  utterly  deftroy  their 
Charter,  by  which  they  were  Impowerd  to  eredt  a Court  of 
Admiralty  & appoint  the  Officers  thereunto  belonging. 

VOL.  V.  — 24  Sometime 
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Sometime  after  Coll.  Sandford  demanded  his  Comiffion 
(for  Judge)  of  Walter  Clark,  which  he  then  abfolutely  refufed 
to  give  him. 

The  pTent  Govern!:  has  likewife  refufed  to  give  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  his  Oath  telling  me  that  he  has 
no  authority  or  directions  for  fo  doing. 

Not  long  before  my  Landing  at  Road  Hand  eight  Pyrates 
came  from  ffifhers  Hand  (belonging  to  y®  pTent  Governf  of 
Conneflicott  Colony)  with  a great  deal  of  money  & Eafl 
India  Commodities  which  they  brought  in  their  Brigantine 
(from  Madagafcar)  now  lying  at  New  York. 

Upon  the  Arrivall  of  the  ffowy  ffrigott  in  Road  Hand 
harbour,  fix  made  their  Efcape  from  thence  to  Bofton,  with 
a great  Quantity  of  Eafl:  India  Goods  & money;  But 
Robert  Munday  & George  Cutler  (two  of  them)  were  feifed 
upon  & about  14  or  1500^  in  filver  & Gold  was  taken  from 
them,  and  (as  the  Govern!  tells  me)  is  in  his  Cuflody,  they 
were  putt  in  prifon  but  about  two  days  after  they  were  ad- 
mitted to  Bayle,  by  the  Govern”  order  (as  I am  Informed 
Grefham  Clark  one  of  the  Govern?  Uncles  being  their 
Security  by  w®.^  means  they  have  opportunity  given  them  to 
make  their  Efcapes,  leaving  their  money  to  be  fhared  by  the 
Govern!  & his  two  Uncles,  who  have  been  very  great  Gain- 
ers by  the  Pyrates,  w®^  have  frequented  Road  Hand ; three 
or  four  Veflells  have  been  fitted  out  from  thence  to  y®  Red 
Sea. 

Walter  Clark  the  late  Govern!  & his  Brother  now  the 
Recorder  of  the  Place,  have  countenanced  Pyrates  & en- 
riched them  felves  thereby,  their  Deputy  Govern!  John 
Green  granted  a Comiffion  to  one  of  the  Pyrates  (who  went 
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from  thence  to  y®  Red  Sea)  without  any  Security  given  by 
the  Matter ; the  houfe  of  Deputies  being  the  Law  Makers 
take  no  Oaths  nor  Engagem^,  they  raife  money  upon  fuch 
of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  not  ffreemen  of  their  Corporacon 
w®.**  they  have  no  power  by  their  Charter  to  do. 

Walter  Clark  called  the  people  together  to  fign  the  affo- 
ciation,  he  told  them,  fuch  of  them  as  were  willing  might  do 
it  but  becaufe  he  himfelf  refufed  to  fign  it,  the  people  from 
his  Example  negle6led  to  do  it. 

There  are  a great  many  men  of  good  Eftates  in  Road  Hand 
groaning  undl:  the  oppreffion  of  this  Lawlefs  Govermt  who 
would  do  his  Matie  faithful  fervice,  if  either  putt  und"  his 
Maties  immediate  Goverm^  or  annexed  to  the  Province  of 
the  Maffachufets  Bay,  they  have  offer’d  to  allow  500^  p anh 
towards  the  fupport  of  a perfon  appointed  by  his  Matie  to 
be  Govern!  over  them,  till  that’s  done,  ’tis  not  poffible  for 
the  Earle  of  Bellamont,  (the  Govern!  of  the  Province  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay)  to  fupprefs  illegall  Trade  & Pyracy 
which  were  form^ly  mofl  notorioufly  countenanced  & fup- 
ported  in  this  Place  &:  to  this  day  continued  in  Road  Hand 
Colony. 

Now  for  the  bett!  confirmation  of  what  I have  herein 
reprefented,  I humbly  move  y!  Lordpps  to  order  that  an 
Authentick  Copy  be  made  of  all  the  Laws  of  Road  Hand 
now  kept  in  loofe  papers  & tranfmitted  to  y!  Lordpps  (after 
they  have  been  truly  Examined  & Compared  by  Coif  Peleg 
Sandford  Judge  of  his  Maties  Court  of  Admiralty  & M! 
ffrancis  Bromly  men  of  great  Efiates  in  that  Goverm!)  by 
which  their  Ignorance  in  making,  & their  arbitrary  Execu- 
tion of  thofe  Laws  will  mofl  Evidently  demonflrate.  that 

they 
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they  are  no  way  capable  to  Govern  the  people  in  that 
Colony. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  y'  Lordpps  by 
y'  Lordf?^  mofl  humble  Ser! 

EdRandolph.  S : G. 

June  the  6'^ 

I am  this  day  Informed  that  the  Goverm*  of  Road  Hand 
intend  to  appoint  a Court  & proceed  to  tryall  of  Munday  & 
Cutler  the  Pyrates  whofe  money  the  Governr  has  in  his  hands, 
& in  cafe  no  body  appears  (to  profecute  them  for  Pyracy) 
to  acquitt  them  & Deliver  them  their  money  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  Earle  of  Bellamont  fent  them  his  Maties  Circu- 
lar Letty  direded  to  all  Govern?  in  the  Plantations  to  Seife 
& apprehend  y®  Ships  Goods  & Effects  of  all  perfons  Suf- 
pe6led  for  Pyracy  &c.  which  (as  I remember)  Cranfton  the 
Govern'  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had  received. 

Walter  Clark  the  late  Governy  of  Road  Hand  is  highly 
difpleafed  that  the  Oaths  Injoyned  by  the  Aft  for  prevent- 
ing frauds  is  to  be  taken  by  the  Governy  of  that  Colony,  & 
alfo  becaufe  his  Matie  has  ordered  a Court  of  Admiralty  to 
be  erefted  there,  I hear  he  is  appointed  their  Agent  to  at- 
tend yy  Lordpps  & to  reprefen t their  Grievances  & pray  his 
Maties  releif  therein,  they  are  raifing  money  upon  the  In- 
habitants to  defray  his  charges. 

[^Endorfed~\  Lre  from  Mr  Randolph  from 

Lords  Com?  for  Trade.  Bofton  in  N.  E.  to  y®  Board,  ab! 

Pirates  & Illegal  Traders  in 
Rhode  Ifi. 

Dated  y®  30?  of  May  \ 

Red  y®  5?  of  Septr  > 1698. 

Read  the  20?  Odtob  ) 
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Randolph’s  Letter  to  the  Board  relating  to  several 

OF  THE  Plantations. 

Board  of  Trade^  Plantations  General^  5 (C.  18). 

New  York  25  Aug‘  1698. 

May  it  pleafe  Y"  LordP^ 

A.  I am  Still  prevented  from  carrying  the  Commiffions 
to  adminifter  the  Oaths  to  the  Govern’"^  of  Carolina  and 
Bermudes,  for  want  of  apaffage  thither,  w*"^  I now  Expedt  in 
a few  dayes.  I was  lately  in  the  Province  of  Eaft  New 
Jerfey  where  moft  of  the  Towns,  in  that  and  the  Other  Prov- 
ince will  not  accept  of  M**  Bafle  to  be  their  Governr  becaufe 
he  is  not  qualified  by  His  Maj^®  Order  in  Councill  firft  had 
Approving  and  allowing  him  to  be  fuch  before  his  Entrance 
upon  the  Government. 

B.  I Obferve  all  the  Govern?  take  the  Oaths,  not  in 
Obedience  to  the  A6ls  of  Trade  but  to  avoid  the  paym!  of 
;d^iooo  forfeited  upon  their  refufall  yett  they  have  Entred 
upon  their  Governm?  and  take  upon  them  to  Execute  the 
Severall  Trufbs,  and  powers  repofed  by  thofe  A61s  in  his 
Maj?  Govern?  and  to  be  done  Onely  by  them  in  the 
Plantacons. 

C.  I humbly  Inclofe  to  y LordP^  fome  Queries  arifeing 
upon  the  Proprie?  Govern?  intermedling  with  the  Adis  of 
Trade  (who  till  I am  better  informed)  Seeme  no  way  con- 
cernd  therein,  altho  they  have  taken  the  Oath. 

D.  I went  to  Phyladelphia  and  difcourfed  M*"  Markham 
about  his  Law  and  told  him  that  he  had  therein  adled 
Expreffly  againfl  the  io‘^  Article  of  his  Inffrudlions  Signd 
by  their  Exceii : the  Lords  Juflices  w*"^  he  had  taken  an  Oath 

to 
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to  Obferve  in  paffing  a law  repugnant  to  the  A6l  for  pre- 
venting Frauds  etc.  made  in  the  7 & year  of  His  Maj^^ 
Reign,  A Copy  whereof  w^^  my  fhort  remarks  upon  it,  I 
humbly  tranfmitt  to  y’’  Hon?. 

E.  I have  in  my  former  letters  to  y®  Board  perticularly 
reprefented  the  flate  of  the  Plantacons  under  His  Maj“ 
Authority  in  relacon  to  trade  to  w®^  I humbly  referre  y' 
Lordfliips,  Butt  fo  long  as  the  Colonies  of  Road  Ifland  and 
Connedlicott,  the  Province  of  Eaft  & Weft  new  Jerfeys  of 
Penfilvania  and  Counties  annexed,  and  North  Carolina,  ad- 
joyning  to  and  intermixt  among  thofe  His  Maj?  Plantacons 
tis  Impoffible  that  their  Refpeclive  Govern"®  can  ftippreffe 
the  fcotch  and  Other  illegall  trade : The  Scotchmen  now 
highly  value  themfelves  upon  the  Opinion  of  the  Atturny 
and  SoR  GeneP!  On  the  provifo  in  the  Adi  for  preventing 
Frauds  &c.  relateing  to  Scotch  men. 

F.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Penfilvania  have 
already  by  their  fhamm  Law  utterly  deftroyd  the  defign  & 
Intent  of  the  Adt  for  preventing  Frauds  &c.  and  they  quef- 
tion  not  but  by  Mr  Penns  prevailing  Intereft  to  get  that 
Law  paffed  in  their  Favour,  w®^  if  fo  will  be  an  admirable 
prefident  for  all  the  Other  Govern"®  in  the  Propriety  to  pafs 
the  like  law,  and  then  they  will  be  foon  peopled,  for  many 
more  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  York,  Mary-land  & Virginia 
will  fettle  amongft  them,  where  all  goods  and  Commodities 
are  Exported  and  Imported  Duty  Free:  And  their  laws  like 
thofe  in  Penfilvania  as  favourable  as  they  pleafe  to  make 
them. 

G.  There  never  were  in  One  year  fo  many  Veffells  En- 
tred  out  of  this  Portt  to  Madagafcar,  and  Curaffaw  then  now. 

H. 
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H.  The  Swift  Frigott  is  loft,  was  Ordred  to  tranfport 
me  from  one  Plantacon  to  Another,  and  to  cruize  along 
flioares  to  prevent  the  Illegall  trade  proves  fo  profitable 
to  thofe  who  cary  it  on)  that  if  100  Adfs  of  Parham!  are 
made,  and  no  Veffells  to  intercept  them  before  they  gett 
into  harbour,  will  lignifie  nothing,  towards  preventing  that 
trade  as  by  the  Inclofed  lift  appeares. 

I.  From  the  Conftderacon  whereof,  I humbly  take  leave 
to  add  that  unlefle  a fmall  Veflell  well  mand  be  Ordred  to 
cruife,  and  looke  into  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  Delaware  bay 
and  N : York,  and  fometimes  to  Carolina,  and  Providence  in 
the  Winter  time  his  for  want,  thereof  will  loofe  in  his 
Cuftomes  more  in  One  Year,  then  will  maintain  5 Men  of 
warr  in  pay  at  home. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 
by  y LordP* 

moft  humble  ferv* 

Ed  Randolph. 

K.  This  is  by  Capt.  Richard  Culliford  Commander  of 
his  Ma*'^®  frigott  the  fwoy  whom  y®  Earle  of  Bellamont,  upon 
notice  that  a great  quantity  of  Eaft  India  Goods  were  landed 
& in  the  houfe  of  Major  Sellich  (a  cheife  man  in  Connedfi- 
cott  Colony)  fent  theither  to  feize  them : I have  in  fome  of 
my  litters  mentioned  it  to  y®  Board,  and  the  affronts  he  mett 
with  there : I humbly  intreat  y LordP*  that  he  may  attend 

& relate  the  matter  of  fadl  I know  not  his  lodgings  in 
London,  But  M'  Secry  Popples  letter  if  left  for  him  at  the 
Admiralty  will  find  him. 

[Here  follow  precis,  as  in  paper  i.  4.] 


\Endorfed'\ 
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\_Endor/ed~\  Plantations  General, 


Letter  from  M"  Randolph  to  the 
Board  dated  at  New  Yorke  the 
of  Aug.  1698  relating  to 
feveral  of  the  Plantations. 

r\  m 


The  fwoy  frigott  not  being  fayld : I take  leave  to  inform 
y*"  Hon!  that  the  E:  Bellamont  is  ftill  indifpofed  with  the 
Gout  which  yet  prevents  his  Except : Going  to  Bofton.  I 
obferve  here  a great  ferment  amongfl:  the  trading  people, 
becaufe  his  ExceB : has  endeavoured  to  fuppreffe  the  illegall 
Trade : which  has  for  many  yeares  been  Carried  on  with 
great  advantage  to  the  Merc*.®  Tis  not  the  perfon  but  the 
Cufloms  long  fince  impofed  by  themfelves  upon  Trade  which 
makes  them  diffatisfied.  That  all  expires  next  May : they 
will  not  continue  it. 

The  Provinces  of  Eafl:  & Weft  Jerfey  are  fetting  for  them- 
felves, & will  not,  accept  of  My  Baffe  to  be  their  Gov!  & he 
is  laying  down  the  Gom!  & retiring  to  his  plantation : I am 
at  lafl  going  to  Carolina,  from  whence  (if  it  pleafe  God  I live 
& efcape  the  pyrates)  I fhall  fend  an  Account  of  the  prefent 
State  thereof  to  their  Lordf^.^® 


Randolph’s  Letter  to  Sec’!''  Popple. 


Board  of  Trade^  Plantations  General^  5 (C.  19). 


Sep*  12  : 1698. 


Sr 
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Wifhing  continuance  of  health  to  you  & y"®  with  my  hum- 
ble fervice  to  M"  Popple  I am  S*” 

Your  Hon”  mofb  humble  Serv^ 

Ed  Randolph. 

To  M*"  Secry:  Popple. 

\_Endorfed'\  Plant"®  Gen“ 

Lre  from  M"  Randolph  to  y®  Sec7 
dated  at  New  York  y®  12^*^  of  Sept!^  1698. 

Rec^  30^*'  0(511"  i 
Read  i Novf  j '^9^’ 

E.  Randolph  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

Hijlory  of  South  Carolina.,  by  William  James  Rivers,  p.  443. 

May  it  pleafe  y!  Lordfhips.  March  169!. 

After  a dangerous  voyage  at  Sea,  I landed  at  Charles 
Town,  in  the  Province  of  So.  Carolina,  & foon  after  my 
arrival,  I adminiflered  the  Oath  to  M’’  Jos.  Blake,  one  of  the 
Proprietors  & Governor  of  this  Province.  But  he  is  not 
allowed  of  bv  his  Ma‘^®  Order  in  Council  to  be  Govr,  the 
A6l  of  Park  for  preventing  frauds  being  not  taken  notice  of 
by  the  Proprietors. 

There  are  but  few  fettled  Inhabitants  in  this  Province, 
the  Lords  have  taken  up  vafl:  trafts  of  lands  for  their  own 
ufe,  as  in  Colleton  County  & other  places,  where  the  land  is 
moft  commodious  for  fettlement,  which  prevents  peopling 
the  place,  & makes  them  lefs  capable  to  preferve  themfelves. 
As  to  their  civil  Goverm!  ’tis  different  from  what  I have  met 
with  in  the  other  Proprieties.  Their  Militia  is  not  above 
1500  Soldiers  White  men,  but  have  thro’  the  Province  gen- 
voL.  V.  — 25  erally 
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erally  4 Negroes  to  i white  man,  & not  above  iioo  families, 
Englifh  & French. 

Their  Chief  Town  is  Charles  Town,  and  the  feat  of  Gov- 
ern* in  this  Province,  where  the  Governor,  Councill  & Trien- 
nial Parliam!  fet,  & their  Courts  are  holden,  being  above  a 
league  diftance  from  the  entrance  to  their  harbour  mouth, 
w*"^  is  barred,  & not  above  1 7 foot  water  at  the  highefl  tide, 
but  very  difficult  to  come  in.  The  Harbour  is  called  by  the 
Spaniards,  St.  George  ; it  lyes  75  leagues  to  the  North- 
ward of  St.  Auguftine,  belonging  to  the  Spaniards.  It  is 
generally  laid  down  in  our  Englifh  maps  to  be  2 deg.  45 
min.  within  the  fouthern  bounds  of  this  Province.  In  the 
year  1686,  one  hundred  Spaniards,  w*^  Negroes  & Indians, 
landed  at  Ediftoe,  (50  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Charles 
Town,)  & broak  open  the  houfe  of  AT  Jofeph  Moreton,  then 
Governor  of  the  Province,  & carried  away  M’’  Bowell,  his 
Brother-in-law,  prifoner,  who  was  found  murdered  2 or  3 
days  after ; they  carried  away  all  his  money  & plate,  & 1 3 
flaves,  to  the  value  of  ;^i500  fterling,  & their  plunder  to  St. 
Auguftine.  Two  of  the  Slaves  made  their  efcape  from 
thence,  & returned  to  their  mailer.  Some  time  after  Govr 
Morton  fent  to  demand  his  flaves,  but  the  Gov*”  of  St.  Auguf- 
tine anfwered  it  was  done  without  his  orders,  but  to  this  day 
keeps  them,  & fays  he  can’t  deliver  them  up  w*^out  an  ord*^ 
from  the  King  of  Spain.  About  the  fame  time  they  robbed 
Mr.  Grimball’s  Houfe,  the  Sec.  of  the  Province,  whilfl  he 
attended  the  Council  at  Charles  Town,  & carried  away  to 
the  value  of  above  £ 1 500  fterP.  They  alfo  fell  upon  a fet- 
tlement  of  Scotchmen  at  Port  Royal,  where  there  was  not 
above  25  men  in  health  to  oppofe  them.  The  Spaniards 

burnt 
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burnt  down  their  houfes,  deftroyed  & carried  away  all  that 
they  had,  becaufe  (as  the  Span"^®  pretended)  they  were  fet- 
tled upon  their  land,  and  had  they  at  any  time  a fuperior 
force,  they  would  alfo  deftroy  this  Town  built  upon  Afliley 
& Cooper  Rivers.  This  whole  Bay  was  called  formerly  St. 
George’s,  which  they  likewife  lay  claim  to.  The  Inhabitants 
complained  of  the  wrong  done  them  by  the  Spaniards  to 
the  Lords  Proprietors,  & humbly  prayed  them  (as  I have 
been  truly  informed)  to  reprefent  it  to  His  Ma^^  but  they 
not  hearing  from  the  Lord  Prop"  fitted  out  two  vefiTels  with 
400  ftout  men,  well  armed,  & refolved  to  take  St.  Auguftine. 
But  Jas.  Colleton  came  in  that  time  from  Barbadoes  with  a 
Commiffion  to  be  Govy,  &:  threaten’d  to  hang  them  if  they 
proceeded,  whereupon  they  went  on  fhore  very  unwillingly. 
The  Spaniards  hearing  the  Englifh  were  coming  upon  them 
for  the  damages,  they  left  their  Town  & Cafile,  & fled  into 
the  woods  to  fecure  themfelves.  The  truth  is,  as  I have 
been  credibly  informed,  there  was  a defign  on  foot  to  carry 
on  a Trade  with  the  Spaniards. 

I find  the  Inhabitants  greatly  alarmed  upon  the  news  that 
the  French  continue  their  refolution  to  make  a fettling  at 
Meffafipi  River,  from  [whence]  they  may  come  over  land  to 
the  head  of  Afhley  River  w^*"out  oppofition,  ’tis  not  yet  known 
what  care  the  Lord’s  Prop"  intend  to  take  for  their  preferva- 
tion.  Some  ingenious  gentlemen  of  this  Province  (not  of 
the  Council)  have  lately  told  me  the  Deputies  have  talked 
of  mak^  an  Addrefs  to  the  Lords  Prop"  for  relief.  But  ’tis 
apparent  that  all  the  time  of  this  French  War  they  never 
fent  them  one  barrel  of  powder  or  a pound  of  lead  to  help 
them.  They  conclude  they  have  no  reafon  to  depend  upon 

them 
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them  for  affiftance,  & are  refolved  to  forfake  this  Country 
betimes,  if  they  find  the  French  are  fettled  at  Mefchafipi,  or 
if  upon  the  death  of  the  King  of  Spain  thefe  Countries  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  as  inevitably  they  will  (if  not 
timely  prevented),  and  return  with  their  families  to  Eng- 
land or  fome  other  place  where  they  may  find  fafety  & pro- 
tedlion.  It  was  one  of  the  firfl:  queftions  afked  me  by  feveral 
of  the  Chief  men  at  my  arrival,  whether  His  Ma*^  had  not 
fent  over  fome  foldiers  to  preferve  them  from  the  French, 
faying  they  might  all  live  in  this  plentiful  Country  if  His 
Ma^^  will  pleafe  to  allow  them  half  pay  for  2 or  3 years  at  fur- 
theft,  that  afterwards  they  will  maintain  themfelves  & fami- 
lies (if  they  have  any)  in  making  Pitch  and  Tar  & planting 
of  Indian  Corn,  His  Majefiy  will  thereby  have  fo  many  men 
feafoned  to  the  Country  ready  for  fervice  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  five  fuch  men  will  do  more  fervice  by  fea  or  land  than 
20  new  raiH  men  from  home,  they  may  be  brought  hither 
in  the  Virginia  outward  bound  Ships,  100  or  150  men  in  a 
year,  till  they  are  made  up  1000,  it  will  fave  the  charge  of 
tranfporting  fo  many  another  time  2 or  3000  leagues  at  fea. 
I heard  one  of  the  Council  (a  great  Indian  Trader,  & has 
been  600  miles  up  in  the  Country  weft  from  Charles  Town) 
difcourfe  that  the  only  way  to  difcover  the  Mefchafipi  is 
from  this  Province  by  land.  He  is  willing  to  undertake  it,  if 
His  Ma*y  will  pleafe  to  pay  the  charge  w'"^  will  not  be  above 
;^400  or  ^500  at  moft ; he  intends  to  take  with  him  50  white 
men  of  this  Province  and  100  Indians,  who  live  2 days  jour- 
ney eaft  from  the  Mefchafipi,  and  queftions  not  but  in  5 or 
6 months  time  after  he  has  His  Ma^^’®  Commands  & inftruc- 
tions  to  find  out  y®  mouth  of  it  and  the  true  latitude  thereof. 

The 
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The  great  improvement  made  in  this  Province  is  wholly 
owing  to  the  induftry  & labour  of  the  Inhabitants.  They 
have  applied  themfelves  to  make  fuch  commodities  as  might 
increafe  the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  as  Cotton,  Wool,  Ginger, 
Indigo  &c.  But  finding  them  not  to  anfwer  the  end  they 
are  fet  upon  making  Pitch,  Tar  & Turpentine,  and  planting 
rice,  & can  fend  over  great  quantityes  yearly,  if  they  had  en- 
couragement from  England  to  make  it,  having  about  50.000 
Slaves  to  be  employed  in  that  fervice,  upon  occafion,  but  they 
have  loft  mofl  of  their  veffels,  which  were  but  fmall,  lafl  war 
by  the  French,  & fome  lately  by  the  Spaniards,  fo  that  they 
are  not  able  to  fend  thofe  Commodities  to  England  for  a mar- 
ket, neither  are  failors  here  to  be  had  to  man  their  veffels. 

I humbly  propofe  that  if  His  Ma^^  will  for  a time  fufpend 
the  Duties  upon  Commodities,  and  that  upon  rice  alfo,®  it 
will  encourage  the  Planter  to  fall  vigilantly  upon  making 
Pitch  & Tar  &^,  w*"*"  the  Lords  Prop?  ought  to  make  their 
principal  care  to  obtain  from  His  Ma’‘^  being  the  only  way 
to  draw  people  to  fettle  in  their  Province,  a place  of  greatefl 
encouragement  to  y®  Englifh  Navy  in  thefe  parts  of  y®  world. 
Charles  Town  Bay  is  the  fafeffc  port  for  all  Veffels  coming 
thro’  the  gulf  of  Florida  in  diftrefs,  bound  from  the  Weft  In- 
dies to  the  Northern  Plantations;  if  theymifs  this  place  they 

may 


® Hijiory  of  England  in  the  Eight- 
eenth Century,,  by  William  E.  H.  Lecky, 
ed.  1878,  Vol.  I.  p.  333.  “The  firft 
flight  relaxation  of  the  commercial  re- 
ftraints  which  excluded  the  colonies 
from  intercourfe  with  all  foreign  coun- 
tries was  due  to  Walpole,  who  carried, 
in  1730,  an  A6f  enabling  Carolina  and 
Georgia  to  fend  their  rice  direct  in  Brit- 


ifh  veffels,  manned  by  Britifh  failors,  to 
any  part  of  Europe  fouth  of  Cape  Finif- 
terre  ; and  this  meafure,  reftrifted  as  it 
was,  had  the  effeft  of  greatly  develop- 
ing the  colonial  plantations,  and  mak- 
ing their  produce  a fuccefsful  rival  to 
Egyptian  rice,  in  the  chief  markets  of 
Europe.” 
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may  perifh  at  fea  for  want  of  relief,  and  having  beat  upon 
the  Coaft  of  New  England,  New  York,  or  Virginia  by  a 
North  Weft  Wind  in  the  Winter,  be  forced  to  go  to  Barba- 
does  if  they  mifs  this  Bay,  where  no  wind  will  damage  them 
and  all  things  to  be  had  neceffary  to  refitt  them.  My  Lords, 
I did  formerly  prefent  Your  Lordfhips  with  propofals  for 
fupplying  England  with  Pitch  & Tar,  Mafls  & all  o'  Naval 
Stores  from  New  England.  I obferved  when  I were  at 
York  in  Sept!  lafl,  abundance  of  Tar  bro!  down  Hudfon’s 
River  to  be  fold  at  New  York,  as  alfo  Turpentine  & Tar  in 
great  quantities  from  the  Colony  of  Connedticut,  I was  told 
if  they  had  encouragement  they  could  load  feveral  Ships 
yearly  for  England.  But  fince  my  arrival  here  I find  I am 
come  into  the  only  place  for  fuch  commodities  upon  the 
Continent  of  America ; fome  perfons  have  offered  to  deliver 
in  Charleflown  Bay  upon  their  own  account  1000  Barrels  of 
Pitch  and  as  much  Tar,  others  greater  quantities  provided 
they  were  paid  for  it  in  Charles  Town  in  Lyon  Dollars  paff- 
ing  here  at  5®  p.  piece.  Tar  at  8?  pT  Barrel,  and  very  good 
Pitch  at  12?  pf  Barrel,  & much  cheaper  if  it  once  be- 
come a Trade.  The  feafon  for  making  thofe  Commodities 
in  this  Province  being  6 mo?  longer  than  in  Virginia  and 
more  Northern  Plantations ; a planter  can  make  more  tar 
in  any  one  year  here  with  50  flaves  than  they  can  do  with 
double  the  number  in  thofe  places,  their  flaves  here  living  at 
very  eafy  rates  and  with  few  clothes. 

The  inclofed  I received  from  M.  Girard,  a French  Protefl- 
ant  living  in  Carolina.  I find  them  very  induftrious  & 
good  hufbands,  but  are  difcouraged  becaufe  fome  of  them 
having  been  many  years  Inhabitants  in  this  Province,  are 
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denied  the  benefit  of  being  Owners  & Mafters  of  Veffels, 
which  other  the  Subjects  of  His  Majefty’s  Plantations  en- 
joy, befides  many  of  them  are  made  Denizens.  If  this 
Place  were  duly  encouraged,  it  would  be  the  moft  ufeful  to 
the  Crown  of  all  the  Plantations  upon  the  continent  of 
America.  I herewith  enclofe  to  Your  Lordfliips  a Draft  of 
the  Town  and  Cafile  of  St.  Auguftine,  with  a fhort  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  by  a Gentleman  who  has  been  often  there.  It’s 
done  exactly  true,  more  for  fervice  than  for  fhow.  The 
Spaniards  now,  the  French,  if  ever  they  get  it,  will  prove 
dangerous  neighbours  to  this  Province,  a thing  not  con- 
fidered  nor  provided  againft  by  the  Lords  Proprietors.  I 
am  going  from  hence  to  Bermuda,  with  His  Commif- 
fioners,  to  adminifier  the  Oath  to  the  Gov’;  of  that  Ifland, 
with  a Commiffion  for  the  Judge  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  eredted  there,  from  where  I believe  it 
neceffary  to  hafien  to  the  Bahamas  Ifiands,  where  a Brigan- 
tine belonging  to  New  England  was  carried  in  as  a wreck. 
The  Mailer  & Sailors  being  purfued  by  fome  perfons  who 
had  Commiffion  for  GovT  Webb,  believing  they  were  chafed 
by  Spaniards,  forfook  their  Veffel  & went  on  Shore  among 
the  Natives  to  fave  their  lives. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 
Your  Lordfhip’s  Mofl  humble  Servant, 

Ed.  Randolph. 

The  want  of  a fmall  Veffel  to  fupport  the  lofs  of  the  Fri- 
gate, which  was  appointed  by  the  Lords  CommifTf  of  the 
Admiralty  to  tranfport  me  from  one  Plantation  to  another, 
makes  me  flay  a great  while  at  one  place  for  a pafTage  to 
another,  which  is  uncertain,  difficult  & dangerous. 
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I have  by  the  extreme  of  cold  laft  Winter  in  Maryland  and 
Pennfylvania,  & by  my  tedious  paffage  in  the  Winter  time 
from  New  York  to  this  place,  got  a great  numbnefs  in  my 
right  leg  & foot.  I am  in  hopes  this  warm  climate  will 
reftore  me  to  my  health.  I have  formerly  wrote  to  your 
Board  & the  Commiff!^  of  H.  M.  Cuftoms,  the  neceffity  of 
having  a VefTel  to  tranfport  me  from  one  Plantation  to 
another. 

I humbly  pray  your  Lordfhips  favour  to  diredl  that  the 
little  refidence  I am  to  make  in  thefe  parts  of  the  World, 
may  be  in  this  Province,  & that  a Veffel  well  manned  may  be 
fent  me  hither,  which  may  anfwer  all  occafion,  my  intentions 
being  not  to  lye  idle,  for  when  the  Hurricane  times  come 
in  thefe  parts  of  the  World,  I can  go  fecurely  to  Virginia, 
Mar)dand  & Penfylvania  & New  England,  without  fear  of 
being  driven  from  thofe  Plantations  by  North  Weft  Winds, 
& when  they  come  I can  pafs  from  one  Plantation  to  an- 
other without  difficulty. 

[The  letter  of  Peter  Girard  gives  the  number  of  French 
Proteflants  in  Carolina  on  14  March  1698-9  as  438.] 


Ed.  Randolphe  to  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 

Hijlory  of  South  Carolina^  by  William  James  Rivers,  p.  447. 

Charles  Town  in  South  Carolina,  March  22^  169I. 
May  it  pleafe  Yo!  Lo^ 

About  the  of  January  paft,  one  Cutler  came  from 
London  hither  with  his  Wife,  he  gave  out  that  he  had  a 
Commiffion  from  his  Majefly  to  fearch  for  Mines  in  this 
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Province,  his  Wife  has  brought  over  with  her  a flock  and 
keeps  a Miliner  Shop  in  this  Town,  he  expeds  one  Green 
to  follow  him,  equally  concerned  with  him  (as  he  fays)  in  the 
fearch  for  mines,  but  neither  he  nor  Green  have  been 
formerly  in  this  Province.  I hear  from  an  intimate  freind 
of  Cutler’s,  that  his  dependance  is  wholy  upon  one  Edward 
Loughton,  (whofe  wives  Sifter  Cutler  married  in  London,) 
And  one  David  Maybanck  (another  relation  by  Marriage,) 
to  affift  him,  they  have  no  knowledge  of  mines,  further  than 
what  they  have  heard  Indian  Traders  who  live  in  the  Sava- 
nore  Town  difcourfe,  that  there  are  Mines  about  that 
place,  as  ’tis  comonly  faid  there  are  in  other  places  in  the 
Province ; that  which  is  talked  of  is  30  or  40  miles  down 
the  Savanore  River,  taken  up  when  the  River  is  dry,  good 
for  little  or  nothing. 

Loughton  and  Maybanks  are  both  houfe  Carpenters  and 
have  lived  about  16  years  in  this  Town,  they  were  in  Lon- 
don not  long  agoe,  ’tis  probable  they  might  infufe  notions  of 
Mines  into  Cutler  & Green.  That  they  knew  where  there 
were  mines,  and  eafily  to  be  found  if  they  could  get  a 
Comiftion  from  His  Majefty  to  fearch,  and  fome  perfons  of 
quality  to  countenance  them  and  money  to  bear  their 
charges  ; They  returned  about  5 years  after.  Now  whether 
they  are  joyned  with  Cutler  and  Green  is  beft  known  to 
your  Lordfliip. 

Cutler  talks  of  going  to  the  Savanore  Town,  about  1 20 
miles  from  hence,  with  Loughton  & Maybanks,  to  fpeak 
with  the  Indian  Traders,  he  promiffes  great  matters  to  thofe 
who  inform  him  of  Mines.  He  has  lately  difcouvred  that 
your  Lordfhip,  the  Earl  of  Pembrook  & Mr  Blathwayt,  are 
VOL.  V.— 26  principally 
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principally  concerned.  That  your  Lordfhips  have  got  them 
a Com  million  to  pay  their  paffage  & travelling  charges. 

My  Lord,  — I did  enquire  of  a Gent,  living  in  this  Coun- 
try, what  profit  has  arifen  to  his  Majefty  by  the  4^^  part  of 
the  Gold  & Silver  Mines  in  this  Province,  or  whether  they 
have  given  encouragement  to  any  perfons  to  difcover  them 
and  work  them.  I hear  of  none. 

Some  time  after,  upon  a Report  that  I was  going  to  Eng- 
land, he  fent  me  a letter,  a Copy  whereof  I humbly  inclofe 
to  your  Lord^,  w''^  I intended  to  fhew  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Excheql:  if  I went  home,  or  to  tranfmit  it  to  his  Lordf^ 
by  the  next  Ihipping.  But  fince  I find  that  your  Lord^,  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  to  whom  1 have  the  honour  to  be  known, 
and  My  Blathwayt,  are  all  engaged  in  the  fame  defign  to  pro- 
mote the  lafting  benefit  of  His  Majefty  and  his  Kingdomes, 
I do  therefore  humbly  inclofe  a Copy  thereof  to  Mf  Blath- 
wayt, in  cafe  any  Ihould  mifcarry,  how  far  your  Lord^  now 
will  pleafe  to  communicate  this  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheqy  I humbly  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip. 

My  James  Moore  (who  fent  me  y®  letter)  is  a Gentleman  of 
a Good  Eftate  in  this  Country,  he  is  Sec*^  of  the  Province  and 
a Deputy  to  Sy  John  Colleton,  one  of  the  Lords  Prop”  He 
told  me  when  we  firft  difcourft  about  Mines,  That  if  he  w^ere 
impowered  by  his  Majefty  and  had  good  encouragement  for 
himfelf  and  his  friend,  he  would  forthwith,  upon  receipt 
thereof,  take  with  him  50  White  men  and  100  of  the  Chira- 
kues  Indians  to  be  his  Guard.  That  he  had  a Negro  Smith. 
He  defired  me  to  be  fecured  againft  the  Lords  Proprietors 
claime ; to  have  all  matters  fo  accomodated  that  they  might 
not  feize  upon  the  produce  of  his  own  coft  & labour  be- 
llowed 
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flowed  upon  his  Maj‘^  4^^  Part,  Whereas  their  Lordfhips  have 
I to  fet  men  to  work  upon  for  themfelves ; That  he  can 
employ  his  Eflate  & Slaves  to  greater  proffit.  As  to  his 
own  fhare  which  may  arife  to  him  from  the  Mines,  he  wholly 
fubmits  that  to  his  Majefty  and  to  your  Lordfhips,  confider- 
ing  he  is  at  all  the  charge  of  the  discovering  and  opening 
them. 

My  Lord,  As  this  is  a matter  of  great  import  to  the 
Crown  if  it  fucceed,  fo  if  it  be  not  it  will  prove  an  utter  ruin 
to  M*"  Moor,  if  the  Lords  Proprietors  know  that  he  hath 
negledled  their  Lordfhips  and  made  his  propofalls  in  the 
firfl  place  to  your  Lordfhips  he  will  certainly  be  a double 
loofer,  for  befides  his  great  charge  & travell  to  difcover  the 
Mines,  the  Lords  Prop?  will  upon  the  firfl  notice,  turn  him 
out  of  the  Councill,  and  take  from  him  his  office  of  Secrete, 
and  engage  the  Govy  and  Councill  againft  him,  to  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  himfelf  & numerous  family,  and  at  lafh  force  him 
to  leave  the  Country,  as  has  been  formerly  practiced  upon 
men  of  good  Eflates  in  this  Province. 

Your  Lordfhipp  may  pleafe  for  your  further  fatisfadlion 
of  My  Moor’s  quality  to  be  informed  of  My  W.  Thornburgh, 
now  one  of  the  Lords  ProprieP  and  his  Agent  in  London, 
(but  of  that  tenderly,)  as  to  any  fhare  to  myfelf,  ’tis  his  kind- 
nefs  to  mention  it.  I have  been  for  many  years  alwayes 
ready  to  ferve  y®  Crown,  if  your  Lo^.*  pleafe  to  command,  I 
will  attend  at  Whitehall.  I am  very  fenfible  it  will  be 
neceffary  in  many  refpedls. 

In  the  meantime,  I humbly  pray  for  the  recovering  of  my 
health,  that  I may  have  leave  to  make  my  refidence  in 
Carolina  in  Winter  time  to  avoid  the  extremity  of  cold  in 
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Virginia,  Maryland,  or  thofe  other  Northern  Plantations, 
and  that  I may  have  another  Veffell  that  draws  much  lefs 
water  than  the  Swift  advice  boat,  loft  by  the  careleffnefs  of 
the  Commander  in  Virginia  laft  Winter,  with  liberty  to  have 
an  able  Coafler,  well  acquainted  with  the  dangerous  flats 
and  fands  upon  all  the  flioars  from  this  place  to  New  Eng- 
land, where  his  Maj^^  fervice  will  very  often  require  me,  the 
lofs  of  that  Veffell  makes  my  paffage  tedious,  dangerous  and 
troublefome,  I fhall  thereby  be  freed  from  the  hurricanes  in 
the  extremity  of  hot  weather  in  thefe  parts  of  America. 

All  w''}'  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

Ed:  Randolph. 

[Communicated  by  his  to  y®  Board] 

Rec'*  y®  Read  June  1699. 


Randolph’s  Deposition  abT  his  ImprisonmT 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  5,  (E.  13).  31  Jan. 

1699 

1700. 

To  the  Rt  Hon^l®  the  Lords  Commiffio?  for  Trade. 

The  Memoriall  of  Edward  Randolph  Efq*"  Surveyor  Gene- 
rali of  the  Cuflomes  in  all  his  Majefties  Colonies,  Provinces 
and  Plantations  on  the  Continent  of  America,  and  Iflands 
adjacent. 

Your  Lord^^  were  pleafed  to  fignify  your  Commands  by 
Mr  fecretary  Popples  Letter  to  me  (then  in  England)  of  the 
firft  of  April  1697  to  Give  Your  Lordf?®  from  time  to  Time 
an  Account  of  whatfoever  I fliould  ludg  proper  for  Your 
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Knowledge  in  Order  to  his  Service,  in  any  of  thofe 

Colonies  I fhould  refide  in,  or  through  which  I fliould  pafs. 

That  in  Purfuance  thereof,  I have  given  your  Lord^.®  in 
all  my  Letters  from  thofe  Colonies  &c.  On  the  Continent  of 
America,  & Iflands  Adjacent,  a true  and  ffaithfull  Account 
of  Whatfoever  I obferved  Proper  for  Your  Lordf^®  Knowledg, 
in  Order  to  his  Majeflies  fervice. 

That  I have  been  Imprifoned  32  weeks  in  Bermuda  for 
following  your  Lord^.®  Direflions  in  Tranfmitting  a particu- 
lar ftate  of  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Governours  in  thofe 
Iflands  as  by  the  Annexed  Coppy  of  the  Depofition  relating 
thereto  does  appear. 

That  I have  been  at  Great  Charges  in  procuring  and  fend- 
ing your  Lord^"  Mapps,  and  Draughts  of  places  moft  Necef- 
fary  for  your  Lord^®  Knowledge,  which  your  Lord^f  have 
been  pleafed  to  do  me  the  Honour  to  Acknowledge,  in 
Your  Letter  of  the  27?  of  July  1699,  fent  to  me  During  the 
Time  of  my  faid  Imprifonm!  and  to  put  a Vallue  upon  my 
Services  as  ufefull  for  Your  Lord^.®  Information  and  alfo 
for  the  Generali  Benefitt,  and  Advantage  of  the  Trade  of 
this  Kingdome,  Whereupon  Your  Lord^.®  did  in  y®  faid  Let- 
ter affure  me  of  your  readinefs  upon  all  Occafions  to  do  any- 
thing that  might  be  proper  for  my  Encouragm^  in  his  Maties 
Service,  with  refpedl  to  my  paft  Services,  and  32  weeks 
fevere  Imprifonment  in  Bermuda. 

I Humbly  intreat  your  Lord^*  favourable  reprefentation 
thereof  to  his  Majefty,  in  fuch  manner,  as  due  confideration 
may  be  had  to  my  fervices  and  fufferings  abroad,  and  to  my 
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Attendance  on  your  Lord^.^  whenever  required,  fince  my 
Arrivall,  as  to  his  Maties  Goodnefs,  and  Wifdome  may  feem 
moffc  reafonable. 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 

By  Ed  Randolph  : S : G. 

Rec*!  2oV*  June  170T. 

\_Endorfed~\  Memoriall. 


[^Annexed.'] 

Bermuda. 

The  Depofition  of  Samuell  Spofforth  Gen  formerly  a 
Member  of  the  Councill  of  thofe  Iflands  who  being 
fworn  Saith 

That  upon  the  15*  day  of  May  lafl:  Edward  Randolph 
Erq*"  Surveyor  Generali  of  his  Maties  Cuftomes  in  America 
did  (upon  the  Death  of  Samuell  Trott  Erq"")  depute,  and 
appoint  this  Deponl  to  be  Collector  of  his  Majellies  Cuf- 
tomes in  thefe  Iflands,  and  in  Order  to  his  qualification,  he 
the  faid  Randolph  prefented  this  Depon!  as  fuch  an  Officer 
unto  his  Excellency  Samuell  Day,  Efq’’,  the  prefent  Governor 
and  defired  that  the  ufuall  Oaths  might  be  Adminiftred, 
compleatly  to  qualify  him  for  y\  Office,  But  the  Governour 
fiew  into  a paffion,  and  did  flrangly  abufe  y®  faid  Ran- 
dolph, calling  him  Old  Dogg,  Old  Rogue,  Villain,  Rafcall 
&c.  threatning  to  pull  off  his  Nofe,  and  to  make  his  Body 
fmart,  and  make  him  a perticular  Example  to  all  Such  Bufy 
Rogues  as  he  was  before  they  parted,  faying  that  he  would 
make  him  Know  his  Duty  for  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
here,  but  to  infped  y®  Officers  accounts,  and  to  make  Report 
home,  & to  be  Gone  about  his  Bufinefs  And  the  Governor 
further  faid,  that  he  had,  or  would  appoint  a Colledfor,  and 
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fwore  the  fame  fhould  ferve,  let  who  would  fay  the  Con- 
trary, For  that  the  King  had  Given  him  Authority,  there- 
fore he  valued  not  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftomes,  with 
a great  deal  of  Bafe,  Scurrilous  Language,  which  this  De- 
pon!  was  afham’d  to  hear,  Efpecially  from  a Governo', 
Altho’  Mr  Randolph  feemed  undifturbed,  Anfwering  without 
heat  or  Paflion,  Ufing  a modeft  way  of  Speaking  free  from 
Refledtion,  or  any  expreson  which  might  raife  his  Paflion. 

The  next  day  the  Governor  called  his  Council!,  and  M*. 
Randolph  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  them.  But  y®  Court 
was  Private,  none  being  fuffered  to  hear  what  was  Charged 
againft  him.  But  Mr  Randolph  prefently  came  Down  in  the 
Sheriffs  Company,  and  was  immediately  clap’d  into  prifon, 
upon  which  he  Petitioned  for  a fpecial  Court,  but  y!  would 
not  be  allowed.  And  on  Monday  the  23°  of  May,  Roger 
Crane  y®  Sheriffe  (being  the  Governours  near  Kinfman) 
came  to  Mr  Randolph  (this  DeponI  and  Mr  Charles  Walker 
being  prefent)  and  did  demand  of  Mr  Randolph  the  Prifoner, 
the  fum  of  thirty  pieces  of  Eight,  Otherwife  if  he  refufed  to 
give  him  the  Money  he  fwore  he  would  put  him  the  faid 
Randolph  into  the  Nafty  Dungeon  where  he  fhould  fee 
neither  Sun,  Moon,  nor  Starrs,  which  he  the  Prifoner  was 
forced  to  Comply  withall,  for  fear  of  perifhing,  as  this 
Depont  did  verily  believe,  and  this  Deponl  and  Mr  Charles 
Walker,  did  then  and  there  adtually  pay  unto  the  faid  fher- 
iffe  the  thirty  pieces  of  Eight  afore  mentioned.  And  the  faid 
Sheriff  did  then  Oblige  Mr  Randolph  to  Give  from  under 
his  hand  That  the  afore  faid  money  was  not  forced  or  Ex- 
torted from  him,  but  y!he  the  prifoner  freely  and  voluntarily 
gave  it  to  him,  as  a Gratuity  for  his  Kindnefs  and  Civility, 
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as  this  Depon*  then  underftood  it,  And  on  or  about  the  7^*' 
of  June  following,  This  Deponl  and  the  Aforefaid  Walker 
by  Writt  of  Habeas  Corpus  Bailed  Mf  Randolph  out  of 
Prifon  But  he  was  no  fooner  difcharged  from  the  Officer 
But  y®  Governour  in  perfon,  came  into  y®  Company  and  did 
Order  the  Chief  Juftice' Nelfon  (before  whom  he  was  then 
Bailed)  to  committ  him  the  Second  time,  for  much  the  fame 
Matter,  as  this  Depon!  Apprehends,  And  the  faid  Governour 
did  then  and  there  declare  He  had  not  done  with  him  by 
Abundance,  So  that  Back  to  prifon  Mf  Randolph  was  Ille- 
gally hurried.  That  on  Thurfday  y®  13°  of  July  was  held 
quarter  Seffions,  and  After  8 or  9 weeks  clofe  imprifonm!  Ml; 
Randolph  was  brought  to  his  Tryall,  and  neither  a Coppy 
of  the  Indiftmt,  nor  a Lift  of  the  Jury  would  be  Allowed 
him  altho^  lawfully  Demanded  by  this  Depon!  The  Gover- 
no**  in  perfon  there  Appeared  declaring  he  was  Plaintiffe, 
and  did  overaw,  and  diredl  that  Court,  and  fate  there  Judg- 
ing Matters  in  his  Own  Cafe,  and  Mr  Randolph  as  the  worfl: 
of  Criminalls  was  brought  to  y®  Barr,  and  he  then  and  there 
defired  a Coppy  of  the  Indidlm!  and  time  allowed  to  Tra- 
verfe  the  fame.  But  the  Governor,  together  with  Judge  Nelfon, 
overawed  the  Court,  and  Compell’d  him  to  come  to  Tryall, 
and  the  Court  proceeded  in  their  Charge  againfl:  him  and 
likewife  fome  Affidavits  (partly  by  force  and  Compulfion) 
Sworn  unto  by  a Young  Boy,  with  a Great  deal  of  unwill- 
ingnefs.  Then  Mr  Randolph  defired  to  be  heard,  and  was 
about  to  produce  feverall  Papers  and  Orders  and  likewife 
direccons  from  the  Lords  Commiffioners,  and  to  fhew 
feverall  Statutes  in  his  own  Defence,  But  the  faid  Gover- 
nour, and  Nelfon  would  not  fuffer  anything  to  be  read. 
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Neither  would  they  permitt  him,  Nor  any  other  perfon  to 
fpeak  for  him,  for  this  Depont  moved  the  Court  in  Ml:  Ran- 
dolphs behalf  defiring  he  might  have  the  Benefitt  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  fubje6t  But  the  Governour  in  a paffion  Arofe  up  and 
called  him  Rogue,  and  Rafcall,  and  threatned  to  lay  him 
by  the  heels  fo  that  Nothing  being  fuffered  to  be  faid,  pro- 
duced or  urged  on  Mr  Randolphs  part,  the  Jury  went  out, 
and  immediately  return’d  a verdid:t  Guilty,  upon  which  the 
Court  proceeded  to  A fine,  which  was  prefently  agreed  fifty 
pounds,  and  by  Order  of  Court  was  Committed  to  prifon 
again,  untill  the  fame  fhould  be  paid. 

That  about  the  lo^!"  of  Augufl  1699  this  Deponl  waited 
upon  Judg  Nelfon  on  Mr  Randolphs  behalfe,  and  by  his 
Order  who  Apprehended  his  bufinefs,  called  him  to  fome 
other  part  of  America,  And  then  propofed  to  him  the  pay- 
ment of  Mr  Randolph’s  ffine,  and  other  Incident  Charges, 
after  this  following  manner. 

This  Deponl  offered  his  Bond  with  good  fecurity  for 
paym*  of  the  Money  4 or  5 daies  after  M"  Randolph  had  de- 
parted thefe  Iflands,  who  then  was  defigned  fpeedily  for 
Providence,  and  he  likewife  told  him  the  Reafon  that  he 
would  not  pay  the  Money  Down  was  becaufe  Mr  Randolph 
was  Imprifoned  upon  a Second  Committm!  as  well  as  for 
the  50^^  ffine,  and  alfo  that  he  this  Deponl  had  heard  the 
Governour  fay  That  he  had  not  done  with  Mr  Randolph  by 
Abundance,  So  that  After  he  had  paid  One  ffine,  if  he  ftill 
Remain’d  upon  this  place,  he  might  be  taken  up  de  Novo 
and  fo  never  make  an  End  of  paying,  But  the  Judges  an- 
fwer  was,  he  fhould  not  be  Difcharged  without  the  Money 
down,  for  the  King  never  made  any  Difputed  Debts  for 
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ffines  already  paied,  Therefore  Mf  Randolph  Continued  a 
prifoner  a Confiderable  time  longer,  for  Cap!  Stow  who 
brought  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Juftices  Order  Men- 
tioning his  Difcharge  Arrived  here  the  22°  of  December, 
And  Mr  Randolph  was  Difcharged  the  30^^  [3?]  of  January 
following. 

Samuell  Spofforth. 

Sworne  the  31°  of  January  1699 
before  us 

Anthony  White 
Edward  Jones. 

\_Endorfed'\ 

Mem!  from  Randolph, 

Depofition  relating  to  his  Services  & 

of  fufferings. 

Sam  : Spofforth 

Coia  Rec'?  2o‘!*  ) June 

Read  26^!'  ) 1701. 

Memorial  of 
Ed  : Randolph. 


Randolph’s  Narrative  of  his  Survey. 

Board  of  Trade ^ Pla7itations  General.,  5 (D  49),  5 Nov.  1700. 

To  the  R!  Hon^l®  y®  Lords  Comm?  for  Trade. 

A Narrative  of  my  Survey  made  in  fome  of  his  Maj‘?®  Coll- 
onyes,  & provences,  on  y®  Continent  of  America  and 
Iflands  Adjacent;  Is  humbly  pTented  by  Edward 
Randolph. 

May  it  Pleafe  yl  Lordfhips. 

Nov8°^'  ^ from  Cowes  in  y®  fhip  fpeaker  Jn°  Lidfton 

M after. 
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1 Arriv’d  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  The  next 
day  a great  froft  begun  which  lafted  above  lo 
Weeks. 

I gave  Deputacons,  with  y®  Approbation  of  Coi. 
Nicholfon  the  Gov"  of  the  province,  to  y®  feverall 
perfons  following 

To  W""  Bladen,  to  be  Colledl"  at  Annapolis,  and 
Tts  Adjacent  on  y®  Weftern  Shore,  in  y®  Roome  of 
Henry  Wriothefley,  who  was  Remov’d  from  that 
Town  20  Miles  Diflant  to  another  Employml 

To  Tho:  Collier  to  be  Colle6ly  at  Williamffcat  on 
y®  Eaftern  fhore. 

To  W?  Wivell  to  be  a Rideing  Survey!  at  y®  head 
of  Saflafras,  Bohema,  and  Elk  Rivers  in  y®  Roome 
of  Jn?  Thompfon,  To  pVent  y®  Illegall  Trade,  Man- 
ag’d over  land  to  & from  Delaware  River  to  Mary- 
land; not  being  Diffcant  Above  lo  Miles. 

To  Edw^  Price  to  be  Surveyor,  & Sercher  at 
Pocomoke  in  y®  Room  of  John  Dafliell  at  Wiccaco- 
maco,  & Munni  who  liv’d  at  too  great  a Diflance  to 
p"vent  y®  Illegall  Trade  Carry ’d  on  where  y®  Boun- 
daries of  Maryland,  & Virginia  meet. 

They  all  Gave  Good  Security  Approv’d  off  by  y® 
Gov!  and  Sworne  by  him. 

I then  purfuant  to  y®  5°  Article  of  my  Inftrudlions 
Relateing  to  Recompence  Stanberry  Matter  of  y® 
fliip  Two  Brothers  60  Tun,  and  David  Robinfon 
Matter  of  y®  thip  Swan  of  New  England  who  Car- 
ry’d  Tobacco  from  Potomack  to  Scotland  Diredlly; 
Wrote  to  W?  Dent  Naval  Officer  on  Maryland 

Side 
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Side,  and  to  Coi.  Rich^  Lee  Naval  Officer  on  Vir- 
ginia Side  of  that  River  vigoroufly  to  profecute 
their  Bonds,  and  Seize  their  Ships  if  they  Came 
into  their  Diftridts.  But  not  haveing  been  fince 
that  Time  in  Maryland,  I know  not  what  has  been 
done  therein. 

I Together  with  fome  of  y®  Councel,  Adminiftred 
y®  Oath  to  Cob  Nicholfon  y®  Gov!  at  Battell  Town 
upon  Patuexnt  River,  being  Sumon’d  to  Attend  for 
that  purpofe. 

I fent  by  my  Serv^  y®  Commiffion,  and  y®  Great 
Seale  (for  y®  Adminiffring  y®  Oaths  to  y®  Gov?  in  y® 
plantacons)  To  Sr  Edmund  Andros  at  James 
Town  in  Virginia  not  haveing  time  to  Goe  myfelfe 
Thither,  and  Returne  time  enough  of  Land  to  be  at 
Philadelphia  to  adminifter  y®  Oath  To  Mr  Marck- 
ham,  M*”  Penn’s  Deputy  before  y®  25°  of  March  fol- 
lowing as  y®  Law  diredled.  I Likewife  Sent  by  him 
a Deputacon  to  Jn®  Waffiborne  to  be  Survey’’  & 
Sercher  at  Cape  Charles  ; Another  to  Sam'  Swan  to 
be  Colledl;’’  at  Paquimons  in  Roanoak,  And  another 
to  Chriftopher  Merchant  to  be  Colledlr  at  Currituck 
in  North  Carolina,  and  fent  Letters  by  him  to  All 
y®  Collediors  in  Virginia  to  put  all  forfeited  bonds  in 
fuite. 

The  frofl  Brake  up.  So  y'  with  fome  Difficulty  I 
went  from  Annapolis  over  y®  Great  Bay  to  Cheffer. 

After  a Tedious  Jorney  I Arriv’d  at  Philladelphia. 

I adminiftred  y®  Oath  to  M*"  Marckham,  M'  Penns 
Deputy  Gov’’,  and  Demanded  All  forfeited  bonds, 
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The  Sec7  Deliv^  me  (by  M’’  Marckhams  Order) 
Jn?  Deplovys  bond  of  1000^  (Who  was  Security 
Stephen  Black  leech)  F'orfeited  for  Carrying 
Tobacco  Direftly  to  Scotland ; And  Alfoe  one 
other  bond  of  500^^  Given  by  W""  Clark  late  Col- 
ledfl'  of  y^  province  Forfeited  for  his  not  paying  his 
Maj‘^*  Moiety  of  Tobacco  Ship’d  to  the  other 
Plantacons. 

I would  have  put  them  in  Suite,  & Arrefled 
Deplovy,  but  David  Lloyd  a Quaker  y®  Attorney 
Gen!  Refufed  to  doe  itt  Neither  would  M"  Marck- 
ham  Appoint  Another  Perfon  to  profecute  them, 
As  to  Clarks  bond,  he  told  me  I was  not  Impower’d 
to  take  a bond  from  him,  and  nothing  fhould  be 
done  therein.  So  that  findeing  I could  have  no  Juf- 
tice  done  his  Maj^?  I was  forced  to  make  up  w^^  y® 
other  Colledl*'^  upon  as  good  Termes  as  1 Could. 

He  Refufed  to  deliver  y®  bonds  of  Sev”  perfons 
which  I had  Difcover’d  were  Forfeited. 

I went  from  Philadelphia,  and  Adminiftred  y® 
Oath  to  M"  Bafs  Gov"  of  y®  two  Jerfies,  at  Bridling- 
ton in  Weft  Jerfey,  And  then  Order’d  Edw'^  Han- 
lock  the  Coledl"  to  put  in  Suite  W"™  Rightons,  & 
Maurice  Trents  (a  Scotchmans)  bond  of  1000^  for 
not  produceing  a Certificate  from  fome  port  in  Eng- 
land That  Divers  Goods  Imported  by  him  into 
Delaware  from  Scotland  had  been  firfl  entred  in 
England. 

I was  Dire6led  by  y®  11°  Article  of  my  Inflruc- 
tions  after  I had  Adminiftred  y®  Oath  to  y®  Govf  of 
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Virginia,  Maryland  & Penfilvania  y®  firfl  Oppertunity 
of  wind  & wheather  to  Tranfport  myfelfe  to  Ber- 
muda, and  Carolina,  But  y®  Swift  Frigatt  Orderd 
for  my  Tranfport  being  Drove  out  of  James  River 
in  Virginia,  and  Run  a Shore  at  North  Carolina,  & 
Deflroy’d  by  y®  Inhabitants,  Finding  no  Veffell  in 
Philadelphia  bound  to  either  of  thofe  places  I went 
from  thence  by  Land  to  New  Yorke  in  hopes  to  gett 
A paffage  from  thence,  and  found  a Bermudas  Sloop 
newly  Ariv’d  that  would  Return  in  a few  weeks, 
one  Cap!  Moon  Comander,  I took  my  paffage 
upon  him,  and  Survey’d  y®  Cuftome  houfe  books  in 
y*  port.  And  Took  An  Acc!  of  all  y®  Enumerated 
Coihodities  Imported  there  from  his  Maj‘'^^  other 
Plantacons ; And  Directed  y®  Officers  That  none  of 
them  ffiould  for  y®  Future  be  ffiip’d  Off  to  New- 
found Land,  as  had  been  y®,  practice  there,  and  in 
other  plantacons.  There  were  no  Forfeited  bonds 
in  y®  Office.  I found  a Great  Trade  Carry’d  on 
from  thence  by  y®  Dutch  to  Carafaw,  & Madagafcar. 
I there  Difcovr’d,  that  M*"  Markham  had  Reced  8o^ 
of  Timothy  Affhembow  M"  of  Coi.  Heathcoats  Brig- 
antine Call’d  y®  Loyal  Fadlor,  for  his  Difchargeing 
her  without  Tryall  After  ffie  was  Seiz’d  at  Newcaflle 
by  his  own  Warrant  to  Robert  Webb  y®  Colledl’'  for 
Takeing  on  board  About  40  hogshds  of  Tobacco 
before  bond  Given,  After  ffie  was  brought  from 
thence  to  Philadelphia,  in  Order  to  be  Tryed. 

Mayiso  I went  to  Amboy  in  Eaft  Jerfey  from  New  York 
& feiz’d  the  ffidp  Hefler  of  Lond"  Joffiua  Hubbert 
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Mafter  for  Unlivering  Goods  not  being  firfl  Regif- 
ter’d,  She  was  fometime  After  difcharg’d  by  Court 
of  Admiralty  at  New  york  where  I was  at  charges 
to  profecute  her. 

I was  Arrefted  in  New  York  by  Lancafter  Syms 
for  Seizing  and  pfecuting  y®  Barke  Elizabeth  of 
Berwick,  Jn°  Edmiflon  Mafter  at  Potomack  in  Vir- 
ginia for  pduceing  a Forged  Certifficate,  and  Take- 
ing  Sev!  hogfnds  of  Tobacco  Aboard  before  Bond 
Given.  I was  put  to  charge  to  defend  myfelfe  at 
New-york. 

I went  from  New  York  to  Sea  towards  Boflon. 

I Ariv’d  at  Road  Ifland  Where  Rob!  Gardiner 
was  Deputy  Cole6P  Under  Brenton,  I took  an 
Acd  of  All  Enumerated  Comodities  Imported,  And 
Directed  him  a Method  how  to  keep  his  Books.  — 
They  plant  Tobacco  there. 

I Came  by  Land  to  Bofton  where  Lawrance 
Haihond  was  Deputy  Colledlr  under  M"  Brenton,  & 
Ralph  Harrifon  Comptro^f  I took  an  Acd  of  All 
plantaeon  Goods  Imported,  And  found  by  an  Acc‘ 
from  Capl  Hamond,  That  from  y®  12^^  of  April  to  y® 
14^^  of  July,  14  Vefels  Enter’d  out  from  Bofton  to 
Newfoundland. 

During  my  being  there,  a Tryal  was  had  of  a 
Seizure  of  Goods  by  M*"  Brenton  belonging  to  Cof 
Shrimpton,  & M"  Serjant  one  of  y®  Councel,  Who 
fat  Judge  upon  y®  Bench  whilfl  his  own  caufe  was 
Tryed. 

I am  Lately  Inform’d  that  Major  Waite  Win- 
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throp  one  of  y®  Councill  at  Boflon  a Pra6ficon^  in 
Phyfick  is  Apointed  y®  Judge  of  y®  Court  of  Admir- 
alty Inffead  of  M"  Nathaniel  Byfeild  Who  is  Stridl 
1698  for  y®  Obfervacon  of  y®  A6ls  of  Trade,  And  had 
therefore  a Comiflion  Under  y®  Great  feale  of  y® 
Admiralty  Sent  him  for  that  place,  Befides  Maj! 
Winthrop  is  y®  Proprietor  of  Elizabeth  Ifland,  from 
whence  y®  Tobacco  brought  thence  from  Virginia  is 
Carry ’d  to  Scotland  ; And  Alfoe  that  Hugh  Shan- 
non a Great  Promoter  of  y®  Illegal  Trade  is  made  y® 
Naval  Officer.  So  that  now  All  Matters,  Are  Con- 
triv’d for  Carrying  on  y®  Illegal  Trade  there  w^^ 
fecurity.  Several  of  y®  Memb?  of  y®  Councill  being 
cheifly  Concern’d  therein. 

June  80  I Went  to  Salem  where  Benjamin  Gerith  [GerriffiJ 
was  Deputy  Colledl"  under  M*"  Brenton,  and  took  an 
Acc‘  of  plantacon  Comodityes  Imported  there. 

13°  I went  to  y®  province  of  New  hampfhire  Pheafant 
Eflwich  is  y®  Deputy  Colledl!:  und’'  M"  Breton  from 
whence  Like  wife  they  Trade  to  Newfound  Land. 
I took  a Copy  of  Nicholas  Pallets  bond  Matter  of  y® 
Sloop  Mary,  & W™  Partridge  Efq'  Leiv^  Gov!"  of 
New  hamplliire  his  Security  of  y®  of  Aprill  1698. 
of  1000^  Forfeited  for  Carrying  Sugar,  & i5lThds 
of  Tobacco  to  Newfound  Land,  and  not  produceing 
a Legall  Certifficate  to  Difcharge  it. 

20°  I went  from  Bofton  by  Sea  to  New  Yorke  that  I 
might  fee  All  y®  Iflands  Lying  2 or  3 Leagues  off 
Road  Ifland  where  are  good  Harbours,  and  fmall 
Veflells  bring  thither  Tobacco  from  North  Carolina 
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Virginia  &c.  Which  is  put  On  board  Ships  bound 
for  ScotH  Holland  & Hambro,  who  there  difpofe  of 
their  Cargoes  of  Scotch  Goods,  Hollands  Duck,  & 
Cordage  &c.  They  are  Nantuckett  & Marthas,  or 
Martins  Vineyard  being  Indifferantly  well  Inhab- 
ited, and  Elizabeth  Ifland  belonging  to  M"  Win- 
thrope  at  Boflon  hath  fome  Inhabitants,  Fifliers 
Ifland  About  one  League  off  y®  Mouth  of  New 
London  River  that  belongs  to  Col.  Fitz  Winthrop 
then  y®  Gov’*  of  Conneticot  Colony,  There  is  but 
one  Houfe  upon  it.  The  more  Convenient  to  Con- 
ceale  prohibited  Goods.  I went  on  fliore  and  found 
fome  Small  pieces  of  packing  Cloath,  and  Color’d 
Calico  in  y®  houfe  where  Sev!  packs  of  Faff  India 
Goods  had  been  kept,  and  Remov’d  from  thence  to 
Bofton  of  which  Cap‘  Culliford  Comand’’  of  his 
Majt'^s  Pi-jgott  the  Fowy  who  had  a Deputacon  from 
me  can  fully  Relate. 

I Arriv’d  at  New  Yorke. 

Moon  Y Maftl:  of  y®  Bermuda  Veffell  had  taken 
in  a Great  Quantity  of  Faff  India  Goods  at  New 
Yorke,  & would  not  let  me  have  a Paffage  upon  him 
to  Bermuda. 

Ml:  Coker  Collefh  of  y®  Cuftomes,  at  Amboy,  & 
Comptroller  at  New  York  dyed  there. 

I then  Deputed  Cha : Goodman,  Colle6ll'  at  Am- 
boy, and  Tho:  Palmer  Comptroler  at  New  Yorke. 

Finding  no  Likelyhood  of  a Paffage  to  Bermuda 
I apply’d  to  Y Earle  of  Bellamont  for  his  Order  to 
Capl  Culiford  to  Cary  me  Thither  in  Y Fowy  Fri- 
V.  — 28  gott 
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gott  fo  foon  as  he  was  Return’d  from  Road  Ifland. 
His  Lordsp  Accordingly  gave  me  his  order,  But 
file  was  Diredted  to  Returne  forw^’"  to  England  by 
Order  from  y®  Admiralt}^ 

I went  to  Philadelphia,  & preff’d  M*"  Markham  to 
Apoint  a Court  for  Tryal  of  Deplovys  bond,  But 
’twas  Deny’d. 

I then  propofd  yl  y®  Comiflion  for  Adminiflring 
y®  oath  to  y®  Cover!  of  that  province  might  be 
Lodg’d  in  the  hands  of  the  perfon  firfl  Nam’d  in  y® 
Comiffion  But  that  Could  not  be  Obtain’d,  Some 
Little  time  after  M"  Penn  Sent  a New  Comif- 
fion to  M’’  Markham  then  y®  Gov!,  to  be  Liv!  Gov! 
of  y®  province.  He  was  Sworne  by  a Few  of  y® 
Councill  being  Quakers,  and  one  of  y®  Comm^'f  M' 
Bewley  y®  Colleft’’  being  p’’fent. 

I was  then  Affronted  by  Patrick  Robinfon  y® 
Secfy  of  the  province  grofly.  For  faying  in  my 
papers  to  y®  R*  Hon'"'®  y®  Lords  Comittees  of  y® 
houfe  of  Lords,  That  he  was  a Scotchman. 

I Went  to  M"  Markhams  houfe,  & Enquired 
whether  M"  Penn  had  Sent  him  his  Majtyes  Order 
in  Councill  Approveing  him  to  be  y®  Liv!  Gov!  of 
that  province,  before  his  Entering  upon  y®  Governm! 
he  told  me  ’twas  not  my  bufmefs  to  afk  that  Quef- 
tion.  He  then  Demanded  of  me  Deplovy’s  & 
Clarks  bonds  which  I had  left  w^^  Cof  Quarry  to  be 
pfecuted  So  Soon  as  y®  Court  of  Admiralty  fat.  He 
Coifiitted  me  to  y®  Cuftody  of  a Conflable,  & Threat- 
ned  to  keep  me  in  prifon  till  he  had  the  bonds  in 
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his  keeping.  Whereupon  being  Unwilling  to  be 
Stop’d  my  Jorney  to  New  Yorke  I fent  to  Coi 
Quarry  for  y®  bonds  who  deliv^  them  to  him,  and  I 
was  at  Liberty. 

I Arriv’d  at  New  York  from  Philadelphia. 

I Seiz’d  girtids  of  Tobacco  newly  Landed  from 
Philadelphia  Some  whereof  Weigh’d  Above  750^ 
becaufe  they  had  not  paid  y®  full  Duty,  I gave  y® 
Colledl!:  Notice  of  it,  and  Direfted  him  to  be  Stridf 
in  y®  Weight  of  Tobacco  Ship’d  from  y®  Plantacons. 

Haveing  Notice  that  M"  Maffey  y®  Colledl’^  of 
Lewis  dy’d  y®  13?  of  Auguft  1698,  I Gave  a Deputa- 
con  to  Edw'^  Price  dated  the  29°  of  Septem  follow- 
ing to  be  Survey’’  & Sercher  of  his  Maj“®^  Cuftomes 
at  Lewis  Including  y®  fmall  Rivers  of  Mother  Creek  ; 
Dover,  & Duck  Creek  where  is  not  Above  6,  or  7 
foot  at  High  Water,  To  pTent  y®  Shipping  Off 
Tobacco  from  y®  Three  Lower  Countyes  of  New- 
caftle,  Kent,  & Suffex  untill  y®  Maft"  had  enter’d,  & 
Clear’d  his  Veffell  at  y®  port  of  NewcafHe.  And 
none  to  be  fhip’d  Off  at  Lewis,  That  y®  Tobacco 
Sent  to  y®  Plantacons  might  be  weigh’d  before  it 
was  put  on  board  ; It  haveing  been  a Coihon  pradfice 
for  Maflers  of  vefels  after  they  have  clear’d  w’’’  y® 
Colledb  at  Philadelphia  to  Lye  at  Dover,  or  Some 
other  Creek,  and  have  y®  Tobacco  brought,  on  board 
them  in  fmall  boats  as  was  practiced  by  Guftavus 
H amble  ton  & others. 

I Seiz’d  y®  Sloop  Flying  horfe  of  Antegoe,  Caleb 
Peck  Mafter  for  Importing  10000  W!  of  Sugar  into 
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New  Yorke  and  not  produceing  a Certificate  That 
bond  was  firfl  Given.  But  upon  y®  Mailers  pro- 
duceing a bill  of  Store  from  Rich'l  Buckridge  y® 
Colledll:  I did  forbear  to  pfecute  him. 

Novr49  Being  very  Lame  I left  New  York,  and  went  in  a 

1698.  fmall  Sloop  to  South  Carolina. 

Novrzs?  I Landed  at  South  Carolina. 

Deer  12°  I Gave  a deputacon  to  Jnothan  Amory  to  be 
Comptroler  in  y®  Roome  of  Tho:  Price  who  dy’d  in 
Maryland  Feb7  1697. 

13°  I Adminiflred  y®  Oath  to  M*"  Jofeph  Blake  y®  Gov! 

27°  I Deliv’d  y®  Comiflion,  under  y®  Great  Seale  of  y® 

Admiralty  to  M*"  Jofeph  Mourton  to  be  Judge  of 
that  Court  in  the  province,  He  was  then  Sworne, 
M*"  Tho : Cary  Apointed  y®  Regifler  not  being  Quali- 
fy’d  for  that  Truft  (as  y®  Gov!  and  M"  Mourton 
told  me)  and  Rich^l  Bellinger  the  Marfhall  being 
Dead,  I wrote  to  Col  Nicholfon  Gov!  of  Virginia, 
and  Recomended  Jn®  Beresford  to  be  the  Regifler  In- 
flead  of  M’’  Cary,  and  Edw'l  Rawlings  the  Marfhall 
in  Bellingers  place.  But  Nothing  was  done  in  it 
when  I was  laft  there,  Befides  Rawlings  is  Dead, 
And  I did  Intend  to  Get  Jn?  Collins  y®  pTent  Mar- 
fhall to  be  Confirm’d  by  Col  Nicholfon’s  Comiffion 
who  is  Impower’d  by  his  Comiffion  to  fill  up  the  Va- 
canceys  in  y®  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Carolina. 

Jan.  13?  So  Soon  as  I Arriv’d  purfuant  to  y®  9°  Article  of 
my  Inftrudlions,  I Enquired  into  y®  Matters  Com- 
plain’d of  in  M"  Peter  Jacob  Guerards  Letter  to  y® 
Comm?  of  y®  Cuflomes,  Ag?  M"  Jn®  Archdale  y®  late 
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J.in.  24? 

1699. 
Mar.  279 
Apr.  4? 


Govl’  and  M"  Tho : Cary  his  Deputy  or  Secry  of  y® 
province  for  Encouraging,  & Countenanceing  Illegal 
Traders  in  that  province,  And  upon  Examinacon  of 
fev”  perfons  upon  Oath  Sworn  before  M"  Bellinger 
who  was  Impower’d  Specially  by  y®  Gov^  to  that 
province. 

I finde  y®  Matters  therein  Charged  About  their 
Entertaining  and  Countenanceing  Simon  Trihant 
M"  of  Y Sloop  Succefs  of  SI  Thomas  (a  Erench- 
man)  Fulley  prov’d.  As  alfoe  Y SeV?  Articles  Ex- 
hibited Againft  him  Relateing  to  his  Confent  of  Y 
Sale  of  the  Whole  Loading  of  Sugar  from  Jamaica 

by Day  Mafh  of  Y Ship  Kent  of  Briftol,  And 

That  M’’  Guerard  was  at  Great  Charges  in  profecut- 
ing  Triffcant  & others  for  which  he  had  no  allowance. 

I Did  Like  wife  pfuant  to  Y 4^^"  Article  of  my  In- 
flruccons  Relateing  to  y®  Seizure  of  y®  Sloop  Suc- 
cefs  of  New  York  Peter  Jollins  Mafty  made  by  M*” 
Guerard  at  Carolina  for  not  being  Navigated  Ac- 
cording to  Law,  Examin  all  y®  Allegacons  on  both 
Tides,  And  Did  finde  that  y®  Negro  Boy  Jack  was 
Tent  Tither  for  Marchandizes,  And  thereupon  on 
Jollins  Securitys  bonds  were  by  y®  Gov"  Blakes 
Advice  Deliv’d  up. 

I then  gave  a Deputacon  to  Mr  Tho : Broughton 
to  be  Collect"  at  Carolina  in  y®  Room  of  M"  Guerard 
who  was  Unwilling  to  Serve  any  longer  in  that 
Office. 

I fail’d  from  Carolina  to  Bermuda. 

I Landed  & Waited  upon  Govr  Day,  & Ac- 
quainted 


Edward  Randolph. 

quainted  him  That  I had  brought  a Comiffion  Dir- 
edled  to  myfelfe,  and  others  to  Adminf  to  him  an 
Oath  for  his  true  Obferveing  y®  Afts  of  Trade,  He 
told  me  he  was  Sworne  by  a Dedimus  (which  he 
Show’d  me)  Direfted  to  fome  of  y®  Company  he 
Carry ’d  over  with  him  before  he  Enter’d  upon  y® 
Govern  m! 

I went  to  fee  M’'  Trott  y®  Colledl?  books,  He  was 
full  of  pain  by  an  Inward  hurt  he  Got  whilft  he  was 
made  prifon’’  by  Col.  Godderds  Warr.\  and  turn’d 
out  to  Get  his  Nephew  Brook  to  be  Colledt’:  in  his 
Roome,  His  Books  (by  his  Often  Imprifonm!  were 
out  of  Order,  I Diredled  him  how  to  keep  them  for 
y®  Future. 

I was  About  that  time  Inform’d  by  M"  Trott, 
That  Ifaac  Richeir  Efql^  late  Gov^  of  Bermuda  was 
part  Owner  of  y®  Sloop  Succefs  of  Bermuda  with 
Jn°  Devereux,  Comand'  & pt  owner  and  Carry ’d  on 
an  Illegal  Trade  w^^  Devereux  to  Scotland  &c. 
Which  at  my  Second  Arrival  in  Bermuda  I found 
fully  prov’d. 

I put  my  Neffarys  Aboard  a Brigantine  bound  to 
providence  Intending  to  Returne  upon  her  in  a 
Little  time  to  Bermuda,  The  Merch!  haveing  prom- 
if’d  me  to  flay  3,  or  4 Dayes  till  I had  Difpatch’d, 
But  Fearing  to  be  Stop’d  he  went  away  without 
my  Notice,  and  Carry ’d  with  [him  Sev“  of  my 
Things. 

I Deliv"!  y®  Comiffion  for  Adminiftring  y®  Oath, 
and  alfoe  the  Comiffion  for  y®  Gov"  of  Bermuda  to 
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1699-  Appoint  Officers  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  when 
wanting,  To  M"  Minors  the  Secry,  as  by  his  Re- 
ceipt Appears. 

Apr.  28°  I had  my  Deputacon  Recorded,  and  would  Like- 
wife  have  had  y®  Third  Article  of  my  Inftruccons 
(Impowering  me  to  Appoint  Officers  in  cafe  of 
Vancyes)  to  be  Regiftred,  But  y®  Govr  (then  in 
y®  Secrys  office)  would  not  Allow  it  to  be  done  after 
he  had  puf  cl  it.  Saying  his  Maj“®  had  given  y®  Gov"^ 
of  Bermuda  power  to  place,  & Difplace  Officers  of 
Y Cuftomes  as  they  pleaf’d.  ’Tis  what  has  been 
done  to  M*"  Trott  by  S!"  Rob!  Robinfon  & by  his 
Succeffors,  To  his  damag’d,  [damage]  And  Greater 
Differvice  to  y®  Crowne. 

Mays?  I was  Inform’d  by  M''  Trot  that  Gov!  Day  had 
given  Leave  to  John  Waterland  Maft!  of  y®  ffiip, 
John  and  Hannah  of  Hull  (Who  Arriv’d  in  January 
1698)  to  Unliver  without  Entry  with  y®  Colledl! 

I Examin’d  y®  Naval  Officers  Book,  But  found 
noe  Entry  of  that  Veffell  made  with  him;  He  told 
me  That  it  was  the  Govern*'.^  please  it  fliould  be  foe; 
But  it  Cofl  y®  Maffi  in  pTents  & Money  30;^  before 
he  could  get  out. 

10?  M"  Trott  y®  Colledlor  dyed. 

IS?  I Deputed  M!  Sam!  Spoferth  to  be  Colledl’"  in 
his  Roome,  and  went  with  him  to  be  fowrn  by  the 
Cover!,  But  we  were  both  Treated  with  Bitter  & 
Revileing  Language. 

I was  Sent  for  to  Appear  before  the  Council,  and 
Sent  from  thence  a prifoner  to  y®  Coiiion  Goale 
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Edward  Randolph, 

Where  I was  kept  Above  32  Weeks  under  Strid 
Confinem^ 

I mov’d  by  Habeas  Corpus  for  my  Liberty  which 
was  granted  upon  my  being  bound  by  Recognizance 
to  Appear  at  y®  Next  County  Court,  and  paid  my 
fees,  But  I was  prefantly  Comitted  to  Goale  by  a 
New  Warrant  from  M*"  Nelfon  y®  Cheife  Juftice. 

The  Sloop  S‘  George  of  Bermuda  Dan^  Johnfon 
Jun.  M"  from  the  Leeward  Iflands  was  Seiz’d  Part 
of  her  Loading  of  Scotch  Linnen  &c.  was  Embezill’d 
by  y®  Govern,  & M"  Brooks  y®  Colledl"  before  Tryal, 
And  afterwards  the  Goods  (Which  y®  M*"  pd  at  firfl 
Cofl  about  872^  befides  y®  Sloop  worth  Above 
300^)  And  y®  floop  were  Appraif’d  at  450"^  10! 
By  which  means  his  Maj^\®^  2r  part  there  (as  lately 
at  Carolina  by  M"  Blake  the  Govern’’)  came  but  to 
little. 

I Appeard  According  to  Recognizance  at  y® 
County  Court  And  was  fin’d  50^,  and  Comitted  to 
prifon,  There  to  Continue  till  I paid  y®  fine. 

I then  Reced  a Letter  of  y®  17®  of  06t.  1698.  from 
y®  Comm’’f  of  y®  Cuftomes  under  y®  Earle  of  Bela- 
monts  Cover  by  y®  way  of  New  Yorke. 

Upon  my  Petition  to  y®  Court  of  Affizes,  & Goal 
Delivery  for  a Habeas  Corpus  to  be  brought  into 
Court,  To  make  Anfwf  to  what  I was  Charg’d 
withall,  Inftead  whereof  I was  Difcharg’d  from  my 
Imprifonm^  by  My  Nelfons  WarP  But  Continued  a 
prifony  for  y®  fine  of 

I Reced  their  Excellencies  y®  L*^.^  Juftices  Order 
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in  Council  Dated  at  White  Hall  20?  of  July  1699 
and  alfoe  a Letter  from  yo!  Lordsps  for  my  En- 
largm^  But  y^  Govern  would  do  nothing  in  it  till  his 
Council  met. 

The  Council  met,  but  becaufe ’t  was  Holly  day  did 
nothing. 

They  met,  and  after  much  Confultacon  About  y® 
fine  of  50^  they  fent  me  a Difcharge  by  their  Secry, 
Di refled  to  M’’  Crane  y®  Sheriff. 

After  preffing  upon  me  for  his  fees,  & Security 
for  y®  50^  Seeing  I would  do  nothing  in  it  he 
Releafd  me. 

I That  day  Seiz’d  y®  Sloop  Borecatt,  afs  y®  Pruden 
Jane  ais  y®  bleffmg  of  Which  y®  Govern  was  a 3"!  p! 
owner  for  Cafying  Tobacco  from  Bermuda  to  Caro- 
lina direflly. 

I Exhibited  an  Informacon  in  y®  Court  of  Admir- 
alty Againfl  her. 

Upon  y®  Peticon  of  Crane,  & Gilbert  y®  Def‘.^  y® 
Court  fat  M"  Nelfon  being  Judge  there  flie  was 
Clear’d,  Becaufe  (Tho’  I prov’d  y®  Tobacco  on  board) 
I could  not  make  Appear  That  it  was  put  a Shore 
at  Carafaw,  I thereupon  Appeal’d  and  it  was 
Granted,  But  y®  Judge  Refuf’d  my  Motion,  That 
the  DePf  fliould  give  Good  fecurity  to  pay  y®  Value 
of  y®  Sloop  & Charges  in  cafe  y®  Judgm^  was 
Reverf’d. 

Inflead  whereof  he  Granted  Execution  my 
Goods  for  y®  Charges,  Tho’  y®  Court  was  Call’d  at  y® 
Inflance  ofy®  Defend^^ 

V.  — 29 


I 


Rdward  Randolph. 

I Sail’d  in  a floop  from  Bermuda  to  Providence 
But  in  lefs  than  4 hours  we  Run  upon  y®  Rocks,  and 
Sprung  a Great  Leake,  The  Wind  p^venting  our 
Getting  into  a harb!"  befides  y®  Maft"  would  not  goe 
into  a harbour  for  fear  of  being  ftop’d  by  y®  GovI;  for 
fees.  So  that  we  Pump’d  y®  whole  voiage,  nigh  300 
Leagues  for  our  Lives,  Till  it  pleafd  God  we  Ariv’d 
at  Providence. 

I Landed  at  Providence  where  we  found  out  y® 
Leake. 

I Adminiflred  y®  Oath  to  Read  Elding  The 
Deputy  Govern^  by  Deputacon  from  Coi  Webb  the 
late  Govr  only.  He  is  by  fome  Charg’d  with  piracy 
Comitted  upon  a Brigantine  of  New  EngH  bound 
from  Jamaica  to  Boflon  with  money  &c. 

Upon  his  Informeing  me  that  y®  Sloop  W?  of 
Providence  (Which  not  long  before  brought  in  a 
Rich  Cargo  of  Eafl  India  Goods  from  S!  Thomas, 
and  Clear’d  by  a Pack’d  Jury)  Rich‘S  Birchet  Maftr 
was  Gon  to  y®  Iflands  to  Load  Brazilett  before  bond 
Given ; And  findeing  Mr  Graves  y®  Colledlr  in  Great 
Friend  Ship,  with  Mf  Lightwood  pt  owner:  I de- 
puted Mr  Tho  : Walker  (a  Man  of  Good  Eftate  in 
Providence)  To  be  Survey"  & Sercher  &c  Direfting 
him  to  Seize  her.  Which  I Since  hear  he  did  Ac- 
cordingly, But  fhe  was  Clear’d  by  y®  Govern".® 
Favour. 

Being  well  Inform’d  That  Jn°  Warren  Mafl"  & 
Owner  of  y®  Brigantine  Happy  Returne  of  Provi- 
dence had  not  long  before  taken  80  hogfhds  of 
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Apr.  9° 


14? 


28? 
May  io° 


Sugar  Aboard  at  Sf  Chriftoph".^  And  Carry ’d  them 
Diredily  to  Carafaw  where  they  were  put  Aboard  a 
Ship  bound  to  Holland,  I forthwith  gave  Notice 
thereof  to  Coi  Norton  the  Gov!:,  and  alfoe  to  M5 
Meerfe  y®  Colledtr  That  Warrens  bond  might  be 
forthw^l"  profecuted,  Defireing  Mr  Meerfe  to  give 
an  Acc*  to  y®  Cuflome  houfe  what  he  had  done 
therein  y®  next  Oppertunity  That  Sugar  not  being 
Landed  at  Providence  as  by  Warrens  p'tended  Cer- 
tifficate  fent  M"  Meerfe  from  thence  to  difcharge 
his  bond. 

The  Colledir  Deliv^  me  his  Acc*.®  of  y®  Dutyes  he 
has  Reced  on  Brazelett  and  Cotton  fhip’d  from 
thence  to  y®  plantacons. 

I fail’d  in  a very  Small  Sloop  from  Providence  to 
Exuma  Lying  in  23,  & 30,  N : Lat:  Diflant  60 
Leagues  from  providence  The  Inhabitants  Cut 
Brazelett  there,  and  on  y®  Neighbouring  Iflands  a 
Great  part  whereof  is  Carry ’d  Diredlly  to  Carafaw 
Yearly. 

I fail’d  from  Exuma  to  South  Carolina  200 
Leagues  from  Providence. 

I Arriv’d  at  Carolina  haveing  Narrowly  Efcap’d 
y®  Pyrates  being  not  Above  7 or  8 Leagues  to  y® 
South w1  of  y®  Harbour  that  day  we  gott  in. 

I fent  from  thence  by  a veffell  bound  to  Bofton  to 
all  y®  Collefb®  on  y®  Continent  to  make  a particuler, 
and  Exadl  Entry  of  all  Enumerated  Comodities  Im- 
ported into  their  Refpeftive  Diflrifts  from  any  of 
his  Maj^r  other  plantacons,  and  fent  them  a Coppy 
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of  y®  Specimen  hereto  Annex’d,  Makeing  thereby 
one  Colledly  to  be  a check  upon  another. 

I had  much  adoe  to  Get  y®  Acct  Current  of  the 
Cole,  and  Bean  Gaily  from  M'  Blake  y®  Governf 
He  fent  me  y^pticular  Acc^  Amounting  to  461.  5.0^ 
Containing  very  Extra vag!  Articles  of  Charges, 
That  in  cafe  y®  Judgm^  Againft  her  fliould  not  be 
Reverf ’d  his  Maj^^"  3^  will  come  but  to  a very  Little, 
According  as  he  has  pradlic’d  in  other  Seizures. 
For  y®  Govy  Obliges  y®  Colled?  to  give  him  Security 
to  pay  his  3^?  pt  of  y®  charges  before  they  Re- 

ceive any  pt  of  them.  I Demanded  of  him  | of  80^. 
which  he  got  of  Joell  Mali!'  of  y®  Sloop  Suc- 
cefs  of  Bermuda  upon  a Clandefline  Compoficon 
Haveing  Seiz’d  his  Sloop  becaufe  flie  was  not  Re- 
gifler’d.  But  he  told  me  I ought  to  have  it  of  y® 
man,  Joel  pd  y®  80^  to.  He  Like  wife  Caufed  y® 
Sloop  Jofeph  (now  a Brigantine)  of  Carolina,  An- 
thony Mathews  Mafty  from  Guinny  to  be  feiz’d  Un- 
der a p^'tence  fhe  was  not  Regifter’d,  But  upon  y® 
owners  promifeing  him  50^  he  took  off  y®  Seizure  f 
whereof  is  due  to  his  Maj^y® 

He  Put  M"  Nicholas  Trott  out  of  his  Naval  Offi- 
1700.  cers  place  Tho’  Approv’d  off  by  the  Commf  of 
y®  Cufloms  And  has  given  good  fecurity  at  the 
Cuftome  houfe  for  his  Fidelity,  and  put  in  An- 
other who  is  a Great  Dealer,  & his  Intimate ; 
He  would  not  Alow  the  Legal  Colled"  to  Offi- 
ciate becaufe  [he]  was  not  Quallify’d  by  an  Oath, 
Yet  Continu’d  his  own  Colled"  in  y®  Office,  tho’ he 
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was  not  fworne,  nor  had  Given  bond  as  Law 
Requires. 

I left  y®  officers  Eafy  for  y®  prefant  Tho’  not 
long  before  y®  Govl  Threatned  to  difplace  them,  if 
they  did  not  clear  fuch  vefels  as  he  Direfted. 

Findeing  no  Opportunity  of  Goeingfrom  Carolina 
to  Virginia  (as  I always  Intented)  I went  to  Ber- 
muda in  hopes  to  get  a paffage  from  thence  not 
haveing  as  Yet  Vifited  Virginia  nor  North  Caro- 
lina where  M’’  Marchant  y®  Colleftl'  at  Curretuck 
dyed  in  Novem.  1698.  and  another  man  is  wanted 
there. 

I Ariv’d  at  Bermuda  where  findeing  no  Likely- 
hood  of  Getting  from  thence  to  Virginia  till  next 
fpring  (And  that  by  Accident)  They  haveing  pleanty 
of  Indian  Come  I took  y®  prefent  Opportunity  of 
the  ffiip  Mary-Gold  bound  to  England  Diredfly,  In 
Order  to  Get  to  Virginia  before  the  Winter  fets  in 
upon  that  Coaffc,  Or  otherwife  Where  and  When,  as 
to  y*"  Lordsps  fhall  Seem  moft  Neffeflary  for  his 
Service. 

I Reced  a Letter  from  y®  Cuftome  houfe  of  y®  21° 
of  July  1699.  by  way  of  Guinney  & Jamaica  by  Cap! 
Kempthorn  under  Cover  from  Sy  W?  Beeffcon. 

I was  taken  in  Execution  for  16^  i?  for  y® 
Charges  of  y®  Court  of  Admiralty  For  Trying  y® 
Sloop  Bleffmg, — Notwithftanding  my  Lawyer  had 
ffiew’d  My  Nelfon  that  Claufe  in  14®  Car.  2®  whereby 
y®  Officer  may  plead  y®  Generl  Iffue,  and  y®  Court  is 
Enjoyn’d  to  Allow  y®  fame  before  the  Execucon  was 
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Dclivi  to  the  Sheriff ; Yet  I was  forc’d  to  pay  y® 
Money,  The  Judge  Saying  he  would  take  no  notice 
of  itt. 

5.  All  which  is  humbly  Submitted  by 

1700*  Ed.  Randolph. 

\^Endorfed\  Plantations  General. 

M""  Randolphs  Narrative  of  his  Survey  in 
the  Plantations  on  the  Continent  of  America  and 
the  Iflands  Adjacent  from  the  Novemf  1697 
to  the  July  1700. 

Reed  Novemb^  y®  6‘.^  1700. 


Paper  of  Randolph  ; loss  of  Revenue  from  Tobacco,  &c. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade ^ Plantations  General^  Vol.  5,  D.  48,  5 Nov.  1700. 

To  the  Right  Honk’®  the  Lords  Comm?  for  Trade. 

A Paper  Humbly  prefented.  Shewing  the  Great  Lofs  of 
his  Maj : fuftains  in  the  Revenue  of  his  Cuffomes  upon 
Tobacco,  Carryed  from  his  Maj?  Plantations  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  America  to  his  Maj?  other  plantations  where  far 
greater  Quantityes  are  Yearly  Imported  than  the  Con- 
fumpeon  of  thofe  places  Require  from  whence  a Great 
part  thereof  is  Carryed  to  New  found  Land,  Scotland  & 
Diredlly  as  alfo  fome  Propofalls  for  preventing  the  fame 
for  the  Future. 

North  Carolina.  The  Inhabitants  of  that  place.  And 
thofe  who  Live  upon  the  Southern  Bounds  of  Virginia 
Adjoyning  to  the  Inlet  of  Carrituck  (where  is  no  fettled  Offi- 
cer of  the  Cuflomes)  Run  there  Tobacco  Aboard  fmall 
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Veffells,  there  not  being  Above  8 foot  at  high  water,  & a 
Bard  [barred]  Harbour)  and  Carry  it  to  New  England  New 
Yorke  &c : Or  Land  Great  part  of  it  at  Martins  Vineyard,  or 
at  Elizabeth  Ifland  where  it  is  Houfed,  not  paying  the  Col- 
ledl"  if  they  are  Difcovered  above  | of  the  Duty  of  the  i 
penny  p pound  Steril:  as  by  the  25  of  Car:  2 is  Enafted, 
Taking  Englifh  Goods,  or  Rum,  and  Sugar  at  50^  or  60 
p Cent  in  Lew  of  the  Duty  the  Generallity  of  the  people 
Live  Cheifly  upon  the  planting  Indian  Corn  & Raifing 
Stocks  of  Hogs  & Cattell  which  were  Carryed  to  the  Leward 
Iflands  But  fince  Tobacco  has  been  in  Demand  at  home, 
The  Agents  of  the  penfilvania  Company  have  Encouraged 
thofe  whe  live  about  Albemarl  River,  to  plant  Tobacco, 
which  they  have  Accordingly  done  & they  fent  Cap!  Cole  in 
a Veffell  belonging  to  London  to  Carry  it  thether.  But  he 
Finding  but  8 foot  at  High  water  at  the  Inlet  of  Roanoak, 
and  the  Canned  very  Uncertain  would  not  Venture  in  but 
went  Directly  to  Take  in  a Loading  at  Virginia,  So  That 
the  Tobacco  planted  in  that  province  cannot  for  that  Reafon 
be  Brought  to  England  but  Carryed  in  fmall  Veffells  to 
New:  England  &c.,  therefore  planting  Tobacco  there,  is  by 
all  means  to  be  prevented  Befides  on  [one]  Henderfon 
Walker  (A  pretended  Quaker)  fucceeds  Tho : Harvey  the 
Late  Deputy  Gov!  He  is  not  Approved  of  by  the  Lords 
proprietors.  And  (as  in  many  other  Refpedls)  a very  unfitt 
man  to  govern  : — 

Virginia  & Maryland.  It  has  been  the  pradlice  of  fome 
of  the  former  CollecT"®  who  were  great  planters,  And  had  one 
Moity  of  the  Duty  of  all  the  Tobacco  Carryed  from  thence 
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to  his  Maj'.‘  Other  plantations  for  their  Collefling  for  his 
Maj".‘  the  Moity,  To  Abate  the  Ma"  about  ^ of  their  own 
Moity,  provided  they  would  purchafe  their  whole  Loading 
of  them,  Sometymes  Coniveing  at  their  fliort  Entryes  — As 
I Difcovered  in  the  Colled:''f  Books  at  Potomack  in  Maryland 
he  Charged  himfelf  with  his  Maj®l  Moity  of  the  Duty  of  i8 
hhds  of  Tobacco  paid  Tho : Smith  Ma"  of  the  Sloop  Suc- 
cefs  of  Bermuda,  when  As  it  Appeared  by  the  Books  of  the 
Lord  Baltamores  Receiver  that  Smith  had  paid  him  for  8o 
h1ids  that  Voyage,  which  he  Carryed  Diredly  to  Glafcoe  1 
likewife  found  in  the  Lower  DiflridT;  in  James  River  that  A 
Ma"  of  A Veffell  who  had  Loaded  loo  htids  of  Tobacco : for 
fome  of  his  Maj^‘  other  plantations  paid  the  Colledf?  one 
other  loolAds  of  Tobacco  for  his  Maj  Duty:  which  Coft  not 
above  2 p Cent. 

Penfilvania  And  the  three  Lower  Countyes  on  Delaware 
the  Scotch  MercD  [Merchants]  and  Others,  Inhabiting  that 
province  ufed  to  Carry  there  Goods,  out  of  Delaware  Over 
Land  to  the  heads  of  Saffafras,  Bohema,  and  Elke  Rivers 
in  Maryland,  where  they  purchafed  Tobacco,  And  paid  no 
Duty  for  it  Carrying  it  the  fame  way  to  Delaware,  and 
fliipped  it  aboard  Veffells  which  Lay  Ready  to  Receive  it 
40  miles  below  the  port  of  New  Caflle  which  was  Carryed 
Direfdy  to  Scotland,  As  did  Guftavus  Hamilton  &c.  fince 
the  Time  I was  firft  at  Penfilvania,  There  being  Little  To- 
bacco planted  in  thofe  3 Lower  Countyes  (as  Mf  Pen  did 
About  that  time  Aver)  But  upon  his  Comeing  to  Penfilvania 
the  Inhabitants  of  Kent  & Suffex  Countys  have  planted 
Vafl  Quantityes,  And  feverall  familyes  are  Lately  Removed 
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thether  from  Maryland,  which  Encourageth  their  planting, 
there  has  within  these  2 Laft  Years  been  About  370  htlds 
Carryed  from  thence  to  his  Maj?  Other  plantations. 

Now  for  the  Better  and  more  Certain  Difcovery  of  the  True 
Quantity  of  Tobacco  Yearly  made  in  his  Maj®.^  plantations 
on  the  Continent. 

Tis  Humbly  moved  That  it  may  be  Recommended  to  the 
Gov?  of  all  thofe  plantations  (as  an  Acceptable  Service  to 
his  Maj?)  that  they  Stridtly  Command  the  Sheriffs  for  the 
time  being  of  every  County  in  their  Refpedtive  Goverm? 
Ex  Officio  to  Demand  of  every  one  of  the  Inhabitants  in 
the  month  of  Aprill  an  Acco!  of  every  hlid  of  Tobacco  he 
made  the  precend^  Crop  and  to  Return  the  fame  to  the 
Govern!:  which  with  a Duplicate  thereof  the  Govern!'  is 
like  wife  to  Tranfmitt  to  the  Comm?  of  his  Maj?  Cuflomes. 

New  England  as  to  the  Illegall  Trade  in  thofe  Colloneys 
& provinces  I find  that  Notwithflanding  the  Letters  from 
the  Com?  of  his  Maj?  Cuflomes,  to  all  the  Gov"^^"  of  his  Maj? 
plantations  on  the  Continent  Diredfing  them  to  be  very 
Vigilant  to  prevent  the  Carrying  Tobacco  or  any  Other 
Enumerated  plantation  Comodities  to  New  Foundland,  Yet 
great  quantityes  are  Yearly  Carryed  from  new  London  and 
Other  ports  in  the  Colony  of  Connedlicot;  (Where  is  no 
fetled  Officer  of  the  Cuflomes)  Coif  In°  ffits  Winthrop  one 
of  the  Owners  of  Fifhers  Ifland  (Where  feverall  Bailes  of 
Goods  from  Madagafcar  were  Houfed)  Is  GovT  of  the  Col- 
lony,  My  W?  Partridge  a Milwright  is  the  Leiv!  Gov*!  of  the 
province  of  New  Hampffiire,  He  Sent  About  Two  Years 
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Agoe  15  htids  of  Tobacco,  And  600  Weight  of  Sugar  to 
New  found  Land  from  that  province  as  did  Others,  but  the 
Merclf  [Merchants]  in  Boflon  now  Exceed  them  in  that 
and  all  Other  prohibited  Trade,  the  Cheif  of  the  Councill 
being  Concerned  therein. 

There  were  Cleard  at  the  Cuftohoufe  14  Veffells  from  the 
12  of  Aprill  1698  to  the  20^1*  of  May  following  for  New 
found  Land,  Whereby  that  Idand  is  made  a Staple  of  all 
European,  and  Plantation  Comodities. 

Propofialls  Humbly  Offered  for  the  more  Effeduall  prevent- 
ing the  great  and  Increafing  Lofs  to  his  Maj".‘  in  his  Cuf- 
tomes  on  Tobacco  by  the  Yearly  Exportation  thereof  from 
his  Maj‘f  plantations  on  the  Continent  of  America  to  his 
Maj".^  Other  plantations  in  P'ar  greater  quantityes  than 
the  Confumption  of  thofe  places  do  Require. 

1.  That  Tobacco  be  [not  hereafter  Exported  from  any 
of  his  Maj®.^  plantations  on  the  Continent  to  any  of  his  Maj®.‘ 
Other  plantations,  Nor  Shiped  in  order  to  be  Exported 
Otherwife  than  in  Cafk,  Cheft  or  Chafe  only  None  to  Weigh 
Lefs  than  250  Neat  under  the  penalty  of  ' — v &c.  As  is  En- 
acted &c..  And  under  the  Like  penalty  to  be  Recovered  in 
the  Courts  of  Record  &c.  In  any  of  his  Maj®.^  plantations 
where  fuch  Offence  is  Comitted  or  where  the  faid  Tobacco, 
or  any  part  thereof  is  Imported  & In  the  Aft  for  Laying 
further  Dutys  upon  Sweets  &c.  and  for  the  preventing 
Abufes  in  the  Importation  of  Tobacco. 

2.  That  no  planter  or  March!  fhall  be  hereafter  a Collefl’' 
of  his  Maj"‘  Cuftomes  in  any  of  the  faid  plantations,  But  that 
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perfons  of  Known  and  approved  Abilitys  be  made  the  Offi- 
cers in  thofe  Diftrids  where  is  the  greateft  Trade  and  Re- 
quires the  Great  [greateft]  trufl  & care. 

3.  That  no  Collect!:  doe  henceforth  Grant  any  Bills  of 
Store  for  any  Tobacco  Carryed  from  the  faid  plantations, 
und'  the  penalty  of  paying  — • for  every  pound  of  Tobacco 
for  which  he  Granted  the  Bill  of  Store. 

4.  That  all  the  Colledl?  of  his  Maj®*  Other  plantations 
doe  forthwith  provide  themfelves  with  a Good  Beam,  Scales, 
And  Weights  or  Stillyards  in  pleaces  where  no  publick 
Weigh  Houfes  are,  and  do  Carefully  Weigh  all  Tobacco 
So  Imported  as  Alfo  Other  the  Enumerated  Comodities 
before  he  permitt  any  of  it  to  be  Carryed  away  or  Houfed 
and  that  they  Enter  the  weight  thereof  in  a Book  provided 
for  that  purpofe  and  Tranfmitt  it  Twice  every  Year  to  the 
Comm?  of  the  Cuflomes  According  to  the  Specimen  Hereto 
Humbly  Annexed  under  penalty. 

5.  That  No  Navall  Officer  fhall  Take  a plantation  Bond 
until  the  Colledl"  in  that  Diftridf  has  Certifyed  his  Approba- 
tion of  the  Security  in  writeing  under  his  hand.  Neither 
Shall  he  difcharge  any  plantation  Bond  upon  a Certificate, 
produced  to  him  for  the  difcharge  thereof  Either  from 
England  Wales,  &c.,  or  from  any  other  of  his  Maj?  plan- 
tations, untill  the  Colledl’'  has  likewife  perufed  & Approved 
thereof. 

6.  That  no  Navall  Officer  fhall  Accept  of  any  Inhabitant 
Tho’  of  a good  Eftate  to  be  Security  with  any  Mar  of  a 
Shipp  or  Veffell  who  at  the  fame  Time  Hands  bound  with 
Another  Mai  till  the  firfl;  Bond  be  Difcharged  by  a Lcgall 
Certifficate. 
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7.  That  every  Navall  Officer  doe  once,  or  Oftner  every 
Year  Return  all  plantation  Bonds  with  the  Certifficates  An- 
nexed, which  were  produced  for  their  Difcharge,  And  alfo 
all  the  Certificates  produced  to  him  for  Veffells,  which  gave 
Bond  in  England  &c.,  to  Return  to  England  &c.  only  into 
the  Secretary’s  Office  in  Each  Goverm!  who  is  to  be  Strickly 
Charged,  with  the  Safe  Keeping  of  them  And  that  the  Col- 
ledll:  take  Care  that  the  Attorney  Geffil  Do  Vigoroufiy  per- 
fecute  all  plantation  Bonds  fo  foon  as  they  fhall  become 
forfeited. 

8.  That  no  Navall  Officer  fiiall  take  a plantation  Bond  of 
any  Mai"  of  A Veffell  belonging  to  England,  Wales  or 
Ireland  to  Load  Tobacco  Except  for  a New  Shipp  Built 
in  the  Country  And  her  firfi;  Voyage  Untill  he  produce  a 
Certifficate  from  the  Officers  of  Tome  Cuftome  Houfe  in 
England  &c.  That  he  has  there  given  Bond  according  to 
Law. 

9.  That  no  Mafler  of  a Veffell  be  permitted  to  Clear  upon 
Oath  untill  he  has  Received  a true  Acco!  of  her  Loading,  from 
the  mate,  or  Other  perfons  who  Stowed  the  Veffell  It  has 
been  Accuflomed  for  the  Ma!;  not  to  take  the  mates  Accol 
Till  he  had  Cleared  in  all  the  Offices  and  Sometimes  not  till 
they  were  under  Saile : That  all  Ma?  of  Veffells  Comeing 
into  any  of  his  Maj?  Plantations  on  the  Continent  of  Amer- 
ica do  Load  & Unload  at  the  places  Appointed  by  the 
Refpedlive  Goverm?  to  be  the  only  ports  in  the  Said  planta- 
tions & not  Elfe  were  under  a Penalty. 

10.  There  has  been  from  Aprill  1698  to  Aprill  1700  Above 
370  Iffids  of  Tobacco,  Carryed  from  Philadelphia  to  his 
Maj?  Other  plantations  And  in  as  much  as  the  greatefi;  part 
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of  (if  not  all)  the  Tobacco  Carryed  out  of  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware Bay  is  made  in  the  faid  Lower  Counties  of  Kent 
Suffex  and  New:  Caftle. 

Its  Humbly  propofed  that  all  fuch  Tobacco  be  Entered 
and  Cleared  with  the  Colledl?  at  the  port  of  New:  Caftle 
Only,  And  that  the  Officers  of  the  Cuflomes  on  his  Maj®.‘ 
Other  plantations,  And  Alfo  the  Collefty  at  Philadelphia 
be  Striftly  Direfted  to  feife  all  Tobacco  brought  from  any 
of  the  faid  3 Lower  County es  for  which  the  Ma!  does 
not  produce  a Certificate,  That  it  was  firft  Enterd,  And 
Cleared  by  the  Officer  at  New  Caftle,  Who;  (as  Alfo  the 
Colledtt  at  Philadelphia)  is  to  Get  a Beam,  Scales  and 
Weights : 

And  in  Regard  Delaware  Bay  is  in  moft  places  About  7 
or  8 Leagues  Over  and  therefore  not  poffible  for  m.any  Offi- 
cers to  prevent  the  Carrying  Away  Tobacco : (And  Other 
Illegall  Trade)  from  Duck  Creek,  Dover,  &c.,  without  the 
AfTiftance  of  a frigott  to  Cruife  in  the  Bay  and  Seife  all 
VefTells  which  had  not  Legal  Clearings  from  the  Coll?  at 
New  Caftle  and  Philadelphia  : 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  upon  the  Motion  of  the 
Comm?  of  his  Maj®.^  Cuftomes  did  order  a fmall  Frigot  to 
be  fent  to  Maryland  for  that  purpofe  And  to  Tranfport  me 
from  one  plantation  to  Another;  And  upon  Notice  that  the 
was  drove  a fhore  & Loft  upon  the  Coaft  of  North  Carolina, 
their  Lordspps  have  fent  Cap!  Code  with  Another  Frigott 
now  in  Maryland  ready  for  that  fervice  when  the  Command! 
fliall  Receive  the  Like  ord?  as  were  given  to  Cap!  Boftock 
the  Command!  of  the  Former  Frigott: 

Its  therefore  Humbly  propofed,  that  fince  there  are  far 
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greater  Quantities  of  Tobacco  Yearly  made  and  Carryed  out 
of  Delaware  then  at  the  Time  when  the  orders  were  Ob- 
taind  for  a Frigott  to  be  fent  to  Cruife  there,  That  the 
former  ordy  may  be  Renewed,  & that  the  Frigott  now  Ready 
in  Maryland  may  be  ordered  Accordingly. 

Now  fince  the  Inhabitants  of  his  Maj®?  Other  planta- 
tions will  not  Content  themfelves  with  being  fupplyd  with 
Tobacco  for  their  own  ufe,  free  from  all  Other  Cuflomes 
faveing  the  Duty  of  p pound  Whilfl;  his  Maj^^  Subjects 
in  this  his  Maj"?  Kingdome  of  England  doe  pay  great 
Cuflomes  and  Impofitions  for  what  is  fpent  here  But 
have  Contrary  to  the  feverall  Afts  of  Trade  & Navigation 
Carryed  Yearly  great  quantities  thereof  to  New  found 
Land,  Scotland  &c.  To  the  Great  Diminution  of  his  Maj^^ 
Cuflomes  : 

Its  Humbly  propofed  that  a Duty  of  one  penny  p pound 
more  be  Laid  upon  all  Tobacco  Exported  from  his  Maj\® 
plantations  on  the  Continent  of  America  to  any  of  his  Maj^f 
Other  plantations  to  be  paid  by  every  May  of  A Veffcll 
bound  thether  with  Tobacco  to  the  Colledl"  in  money  Sterli: 
before  he  take  any  Aboard,  As  is  Enadied  in  the  25  : Car : 2. 
and  that  all  Govern?  & Colledl?  of  the  Cuflomes  in  the  faid 
plantations  on  the  Continent  be  Required  to  fee  the  fame 
flridlly  Obferved : 

And  Laflly  for  preventing  May  of  Veffells  from  Carring 
Tobacco  Sugar  &c.  from  Boflon  and  New  Hampfhire  & 
Alfo  from  any  Other  of  his  Maj?  plantations  to  Newfound 
Land  under  pretence  of  Supplying  that  Ifland  with  provif- 
ions  and  likewife  from  makeing  their  Returns  in  wine, 
Brande,  Silks,  and  the  Manufadlure  of  Scotland,  takeing 
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fifli  Aboard  in  New  found  Land  only  to  Colour  their 
Frauds : 

Its  Humbly  propofed  that  every  May  Bound  from  any  of 
his  Maj®y  plantations  with  provifions  to  New  found  Land 
diall  before  his  takeing  any  provifions  Aboard  give  Bond  of 
1000^  with  Sufficient  Security  to  the  Governy  or  his  Navall 
Officer  in  the  port  where  he  Loads  any  provifions  with  Con- 
dition that  if  he  Load  & Carry  from  thence  any  of  the 
Enumerated  plantation  Comodityes  to  New  found  Land  or 
Import  any  goods  or  Mercharidife  of  the  production  or 
Manufacture  of  Europe  from  that  Ifland  to  any  of  his  Maj®.* 
plantations  that  upon  proof  thereof  the  faid  Bond  fhall  be 
forfeited  One  Moity  to  his  Maj®y  &c.,  the  Other  Moity  to  the 
May  or  any  of  the  Seamen  belonging  to  the  faid  Veffell  in 
Cafe  the  faid  May  or  any  Two  of  the  faid  feamen  do  within 
— ■ Months  after  his  or  their  Arrivall  inform  thereof  to  any 
of  his  Maj®y  luftice  of  the  peace  or  to  any  Officer  of  the  Cuf- 
tomes  in  the  port  where  the  faid  plantation  Cbmodities  were 
Loaden  or  were  [where]  they  were  Unlivered: 

The  Comm?  of  his  Maj®y  Cuftomes  have  procured  feverall 
ACls  to  be  paffd  for  the  Better  Regulating  the  Trade  & 
fecuring  his  Maj?  Cuftomes  in  the  plantations  which  not 
withftanding  are  taken  Little  Notice  of  in  the  proprieties 
where  the  Illegal  Trade  is  Carryed  on  more  than  formerly, 
And  will  Increafe  Till  all  the  proprieties,  are  brought  under 
his  Maj?  Imediate  Goverm!  and  untill  I Can  Arive  In  Vir- 
ginia, To  take  Care  that  the  feverall  new  ColleCl?  Wholely 
unacquainted  with  their  Bufnefs  be  Direded,  how  to  per- 
forme  the  great  Truft  Repofed  in  them. 
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Propofalls  more  Generali  Humbly  Offered  for  Regulating 
the  Trade  in  All  his  Maj^^  plantations  on  the  Continent 
of  America,  & alfo  in  all  his  Maj^^  Iflands  in  the  weft 
Indies : 

1.  That  no  Govern'  or  Leiv!  Governy  in  any  of  his  Maj? 
plantations  ftiall  be  an  owner  or  part  owner  of  any  Shipp  or 
Veffell,  Nor  fhall  trade  or  Barter  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  per- 
fon  Concernd  Direcftly  or  Indiredfly  for  him  under  the  Lofs 
of  his  Govern! 

2.  That  the  Govern!  &c.  in  the  faid  plantations  doe 
Return  a Lift  of  all  Shipps  and  Veffells  and  of  all  planta- 
tions Comodities  Exported  from  thence  And  Alfo  Attefted 
Coppys  of  all  Bonds  taken  by  them  or  by  their  Refpeflive 
Navall  Officers  to  the  Comm?  of  his  Maj?  Cuftomes,  Twice 
every  Year,  under  a Grevious  penalty  upon  their  Willfull 
Negle6f  or  Refufall  fo  to  do: 

3.  That  the  Govern!  &c.  fhall  not  Imprifon  or  Sufpend 
any  of  the  Officers  of  his  Maj?  Cuftomes  (Except  in  Cafe  of 
Felony,  Murther  or  Treafon  proved)  But  fhall  by  the  firft 
opportunity  Reprefent  the  Cafe  to  the  Comm?  of  his  Maj? 
Cuftomes,  Given  the  Officer  a Coppy  of  his  Charge,  Time 
enough  that  he  May  Send  his  Anfwer  to  the  Comm?  of  his 
Maj?  Cuftomes  Alfoe : 

4.  That  all  Depofitions  Relateing  to  Trade  & Navigation 
or  Otherwife  taken  before  the  Govern!  of  any  of  his  Maj^‘ 
plantations  and  Certifyed  under  the  hand  and  feale  of  the 
faid  Govern'  who  is  to  take  the  fame  (Unlefs  he  be  a party 
Concernd)  fhall  be  of  equall  force  at  the  Council  Board,  or 
in  any  of  the  Courts  at  Weftmifter  Hall  as  if  the  fame  had 
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been  taken  before  any  of  the  Ma"  in  Chancery  in  England 
But  where  the  matter  in  Difference  Relates  to  the  Gov!  or 
Leiv!  Govf  the  party  Agrived  may  Apply  himfelf  to  the 
Cheif  fudge,  or  to  any  Two  of  the  luftices  of  the  peace  in 
the  faid  plantations  (Whereof  one  to  be  of  the  Qorum)  who 
are  to  be  Required  under  a penalty  to  take  and  Certifye  the 
fame  which  Oath  to  be  of  Like  force : 

5.  That  the  fees  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  Special 
Courts  in  the  plantations  for  Trying  feizures  and  forfeitures, 
and  all  matters  Relating  to  the  Crown  be  Regulated,  being 
at  prefent  to  Extravagantly  high,  that  in  Cafe  ludgm^  be 
entred  up  for  his  Maj"?  a great  part  of  his  Maj®.\  And  the 
Colledf?  third  part  of  forfeitures  be  not  fwallowed  up  in  fees, 
as  Lately  at  Carolina  Bermuda  & providence. 

6.  Whereas  by  the  14  Cha.  2^  Officers  may  plead  the 
Generali  Iffue  and  the  fudges  are  Required  to  Admitt  the 
fame.  And  to  Acquitt  & fndempnifie  them  &c.  which  M" 
Nelfon  the  Cheif  fuftice  in  Bermuda  Refufed  to  doe  in  my 
profecuting  a Seizure,  And  was  pradliced  Likewife  in  Pen- 
filvania  upon  my  Trying  the  Sloop  Dolphin  of  Boflon  &c. 
they  gave  fudgml  Againfl  me  at  both  places  for  Court  and 
Other  Charges  And  that  all  fudges  Refufing  to  Admitt  the 
Officers  plea  upon  produceing  any  of  the  Adis  Menconed 
in  the  faid  Adi  of  the  14  Car.  2^.  be  fined  &c.  And  that 
no  perfon  fliall  be  fudge  in  the  fame  Cafe  in  Two  Severall 
Courts. 

7.  That  no  Colledl!  in  the  plantations  Grant  Bills  of 
Store  for  any  of  the  Enumerated  plantation  Comodities 
upon  paying  Double  the  Value  of  every  pound  thereof  fo 
Granted. 
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8.  That  no  Officer  of  his  Cuftomes  be  owner  of  any 
Veffell,  nor  an  Agent  or  Factor,  for  any  Merchant  or  Com- 
pany undr  penalty  of  ' — v. 

All  which  is  Humbly  Submitted  by 
5.  Ed  Randolph. 

1700. 

\_Endorfed~\  A Paper  from  Mf  Randolph 

(hewing  the  Lofs  his  Ma*?'  fuffers 
in  y®  Revenue  of  his  Cufloms  on 
Tobacco : With  Propofals  for 
preventing  y®  fame. 

Rec'?  ) Novf 
Read  ) 1700. 


The  Names  of  Severall  Govern®.®  who  have  Wittingly 
AND  Willingly  Broak  the  Acts  of  Trade  and  have 

THEREBY  FORFEITED  TO  HIS  MaJ®.’^  IOOO^  AS  BY  EVIDENCE 

Vivo  Vote  and  Attested  Vouchers  I can  make 
Appear. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  5 (D.  54),  Feb7  3^*^ 

170^. 

Bermuda. 

Sam4  Day  Efq!  being  Govern!  of  the  faid  Iflands  was 
Owner  of  J of  the  Sloop  Bleffing  of  Bermuda:  Danniell 
Johnfon  Ma!  The  5^^  of  June  1699  the  faid  floop  was  fent 
with  Tobacco  to  Carafaw  as  Appears  by  the  order  of  the 
Two  Other  Owners  of  the  faid  floop  and  the  Depofition  of 
Danniell  Johnfon  the  Ma!  N°  2 and  by  the  Tryall  upon  my 
feizing  her  in  Bermuda  N°  3 : 


South 
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South  Carolina. 

John  Archdall  Efqf  Late  Governy  of  the  Province  about 
the  8^1"  of  March  169I  gave  his  permitt  to  Symon  Triftant 
May  of  the  floop  Dolphin  belonging  to  the  Brandenburge 
Fadory  at  the  Ifland  of  SI  Thomas  being  a French  man 
to  come  into  the  Harbour  and  Trade  as  Appears  by  the 
Depofition  of  Jfaat  Callebueff : 

That  the  faid  Archdall  would  not  permitt  My  Gerrard  the 
Colleftor  to  feize  the  faid  Sloop  as  Appears  Depofition 
N°  4. 

Penfilvania. 

W™  Markham  Ffqy  Late  Governy  of  the  province  did 
About  the  5^^  Novem^"  1696  difchargethe  Briganteen  Loyall 
Fadtor  of  New  Yorke  Timothy  Afliembew  May  after  the 
Colledor  My  Webb  had  Seized  her  by  his  own  Warrent:  at 
New  Cattle  for  Loading  30  or  40  htlds  of  Tobacco  before 
Bond  given  without  Tryall,  upon  Afhembew  paying  him  80^ 
or  there  Abouts  for  that  favour  Vide  Warrent  and  Webbs 
Depofitions : 

Road  Ifland. 

Walter  Clarke  Governy  Refufed  to  take  the  Oath  enjoyned 
by  the  A6l  for  preventing  Frauds  to  be  taken  by  all  Govern? 
yet  Continued  in  the  Govermy  fome  tyme  After. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubm : 

ffeb7  3 : 1700.  by  FdRandolph  S : G : 


[_Endor/ed~\  Names  of  Gov?  who  have  broke  the  A6ls  of  Trade  & 

thereby  forfeited  1000^1  to  his  Majefly.  Sent  to  the 
Board  by  Mf  Randolph. 

Rec^  13?  ffeb?)  ^ . 

Read 


An 
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An  AccoT  of  Vessells  and  Goods  fforfeited  with  their 
Severall  Collonies  and  Provinces  of  Bahama  Isl- 
Yorke,  New  England,  Together  w"^"  His  MAf7  Third 


Slale  Papers^  Board  of  Trade.,  Planta- 


The  Names  of  Vessells  & 
Loading  fforfeited 

Mastrs  Names 

Where 

When 

Sea  Flower  Brig^  of  ) 
Carolina  ) 

John  Flavel 

Bahama  Ifla^^ 

Febv  1697 

Sloop  Soeand^  hagg  ) 
of  Bofton  ) 

Jofeph  Edmonds 

Bahama  Iflal^ 

Nov^t  2 St*'  1698 

Sloop  happy  Jane  ) 
Burmuda  ) 

Jonas  Clay 

Burmuda 

June  1697 

Sloop  Turtle  | 

Barbados  f 

Robt  Cunningham 

South  Carolina 

Augut‘  26t^  1697 

Cole  and  Bean  ? 

Gaily  London  ) 

Paul  Welch 

South  Carolina 

Decemt*^  28‘1*  1699 

Ship  Providence  ) 

of  Dublin  J 

John  Hamilton 

Virginia 

July  1699 

Ship  Integrity  of  ) 

Biddiford  ) 

Abra:  Whitfon 

Virginia 

Aprill  lot*'  1699 

Ship  Penfilvania  ) 

Merch.  ) 

Sam’l  Harrifon 

Penfilvania 

Aprill  1698 

Ship  Fortune  from  ) 
Madagafcar  J 

Tho  : Morfton 

New  Yorke 

May  1699 

Ship  Phidelia  from  1 
the  Ifland  of  > 

St  Thomas  ) 

Tho : Sims 

Bofton 

About  1699 

ffebT  3 : Exchange  of  Money  from  the  Abovefaid  Provinces  uncertain. 

1700.  Carolina  money  Sometime  at  30  p Cent. 

New  Yorke  from  25"^  to  35-^  p Cent. 


\_AddreJ/ef]  To  the  Right  Hon^'.®  the  Lords  Com*:®  for  Trade 

humbly  prefented  by  EdRandolph  : S : G : 


Sent  to  the  Board  1 Rec^  13**'  Feb^ 
by  Randolph.  ) Read  , — ' 


lyof 
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Ma’'.®  Names  for  breach  of  the  Acts  of  Trade  in  the 
ANDS,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  Pensilvania,  New 

PART  ARISEING  THEREUPON  & IN  WHOSE  HaNDS. 

Hons  General^  Vol.  5 (D.  55),  3 Feb.  170^. 


Apprizement 

Charges  de- 
ducted. 

Neat  produce 

His  Majst 
third  part. 

and  in  the  hands  of 

s d 

s 5 

£ % A ^ 

Providence  mon : 

21 1 : 03  : 03 

613  : 16  : 09 

204  : 1 2 : 3 

John  Graves  Collec‘^  in 

;^825- 

r 

the  Ifland  of  Provi- 

£ s d 

s d 

dence 

Providence  mon 

184  : 18  : 00. 

1 18  : 18  : GO 

039  : 07  : 4 J 

;^303- 

£ s d 

Coii  Goddard  Late  Gov*" 

Burmuda  mon 

T e 

108  : 09  : 8 

of  Stephen  Crow  the 

A s 

325-  9- 

s d ^ 

Sheriff  of  thofe  Iflands. 

Carolina  mon 

286  : I : 7^ 

858  : 4 : loi 

► 

Jofeph  Blake  Late  Gov*’ 

/ s d 

£ s d 

S d 

of  South  Carolina 

Carol  mon 

463  : 08 : 09^ 

2787  : 10:  06 

929  : 3 : 

s d 

3250:  19:  3i 

Sterii  Mon 

6S:6:4i  ] 

£>  s d 

Coii  W"}  Byrd  Receiver 

204 : 1 9 : 2 

Genl'  in  Virginia 

Sterii  Mon 

60:16: 

182  : 18  : 4 

Penfil : mon : 

s d. 

W"?  Markham  Late  Gov- 

57  : 0 : 0 

ern'"  of  the  province  of 

170 : 0. 

Penfilvania 

£ s d 

New  Yorke  mon : 

70  ; 0 : 0. 

;^2io  : 0 : 0. 

About  500  ) 

as  I am  ? 

W'”  Paine  the  Colle6lor, 

Informd.  ; 

Providence  in  Bahama  Iflands  Above  60^  p Cent. 

But  Penfilvania  is  Settled  at  25^  p Cent  by  A6ls  of  Affembly. 
Burmuda  Money  About  20^  p Cent. 


\_EndorJed  ] 


Lift  of  Veffels  & Goods  forfeited  to  his  Majefty  in  America 
for  breach  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade 


All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted, 

by  EdRandolph  : S : G : 

Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

New  yerfey  Archives.,  FEJl  Series,  Vol.  II.  p.  356. 

Abftra(5l  of  fome  papers  fetting  forth  the  Mifdemeanours 
and  male  Adminiftration  of  Gov"®  in  y®  Proprieties  and 
Charter  Govn^®  in  America  19  Feb"^  1700-1. 

Eaji  and  Weji  Jerfey. 

The  Proprietors  have  right  to  the  Soyle,  but  not  to  the 
Governm!  of  those  Provinces,  The  Quakers  are  now  con- 
tefling  for  Coll  Hamilton  their  prefent  Govern",  tho’  not 
allowed  off  by  his  Maties  Orders  in  Councell,  as  the  Law 
diredls.  The  Countrey  is  too  large,  and  the  inhabitants 
too  few  to  be  continued  a Separate  Governm^  therefore 
Eaft  Jerfey  ought  to  be  annexed  to  N : Yorke,  and  Weft 
Jerfey  to  Penfilvania  and  the  three  lower  Countyes  which 
will  make  a confiderable  and  ufefull  Governm.* 


Randolph,  concerning  ill  condition  of  Colonies. 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  5 (E.  2),  5 March. 

1700. 

To  the  Right  Hono^!®  the  Lords  Com?  for  Trade. 

A Paper  Shewing  the  prefent  ill  Condition  his  Maties 
Severall  Plantacons  & Provinces  on  the  Continent  of 
America  and  the  adjacent  Iflands  are  in  at  prefent  to  de- 
fend themfelves  againft  any  Invafion  by  Sea  or  Land. 
Bahama  Iflands.  The  Ifland  of  Providence  is  the  Seat  of 
Government,  and  has  the  comand  of  the  few  Inhabitants  in 

that 
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that  and  the  other  Iflands  : It  lyes  in  25I  and  25""  North 
Lat:  tis  in  length  about  25  Miles,  and  8 or  10  in  breadth, 
there  are  about  250  White  men,  Women  & Children,  and 
as  many  Blacks,  Molattoes,  and  Muftees,  who  live  fome  of 
them  in  the  Towne  of  Naffaw,  Others  Scattered  at  a dif- 
tance  from  thence,  Twas  Settled  at  firfl  by  fome  from 
Jamaica,  and  Since  Severall  ffamilyes  are  removed  thither 
from  Burmuda. 

The  Spaniards  lay  clayme  to  thofe  Iflands,  and  being 
part  of  the  Spanifh  Dominions  (as  they  give  out)  luan 
Coreo  a Spaniard  Landed  at  Providence  with  150  men 
from  the  Havana,  the  19^!"  of  January  1683,  They  kill’d  3 
Englifh,  and  plunder’d  the  Towne  to  the  value  of  nigh 
20,000 £ and  carryed  out  of  the  Harbour  an  Englifh  Veffell 
which  came  thither  to  Trade,  There  was  then  a Small  ffort 
which  comanded  that  Harbour,  but  the  Englifh  were  pref- 
ently  drove  out  of  it,  and  fled  into  the  Wood  to  Save  their 
Lives,  Some  gott  to  Jamaica,  — mofl  of  the  men  Women 
and  Children,  who  lived  on  Elutheria  and  Harbour  Iflands 
gott  to  New  England. 

John  Flavell  Ma!  of  a Veffell  belonging  to  Carolina  being 
bound  thither  from  Jamaica,  was  taken  by  the  Bonaventure 
ffleet  the  13^!’  of  July  1698.  In  the  Laf  of  24  in  the  Gulph 
or  fflorida,  he  was  made  a Prifoner,  and  his  Veffell  a Prize. 
The  Generali  of  that  ffleet  hearing  that  Flavell  was  well 
acquainted  with  Providence,  perfwaded  him  to  Pilott  7 or 
800  of  his  men  into  that  Harbour,  Saying  he  had  a Comiffion 
for  it,  and  that  he  would  root  the  Inhabitants  out,  affoon  as 
he  could  gett  a Pilott. 

Thomas  Smith,  Mafler  of  a Veffell  belonging  to  Boflon, 

was 
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was  taken  by  Ferdinando  a Pyrate  the  19^^  of  January  1699 
and  carryed  into  the  Bay  of  Hounds  on  the  North  fide  of 
Cuba  to  the  Wefbward  of  the  Havana.  The  Pyrate  tooke  a 
Spanifh  Cano  with  4 men  in  her,  they  kept  Two  of  them 
aboard,  and  fent  the  other  Two  in  their  Cano  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Havana,  to  know  whether  they  Should  be  enter- 
tained ; the  Governor  fent  them  a Pardon,  and  the  next  day 
3 or  4 Cafes  of  Brandy,  Shoes,  and  what  other  Neceffaryes 
that  Place  would  afford  for  their  Relief,  then  the  Pyrate 
gave  the  Spaniards  poffeffion  of  Smith’s  Veffell,  which  they 
carryed  into  the  Havana ; Smith  came  in  a Small  Spanifh 
Lanch  to  Providence  the  25^^  of  March  1700.  and  made 
Oath  to  the  above  written  Account. 

The  ffort  was  begun  to  be  rebuilt  by  Coii  Trott,  having 
in  it  22  Jron  Guns  (Sacers  & Minions)  Mounted,  but  the 
Wall  to  the  Southward  was  Soe  flight,  that  Soon  after  ’twas 
built  40  or  50  foot  were  blown  downe  in  one  night,  and  that 
part  which  lyes  to  Secure  the  Harbour,  is  all  open  with  the 
Shoar,  and  of  noe  ufe,  Befides  the  Lords  Proprietors  wrote 
to  Coll  Webb  to  doe  nothing  more  towards  the  Repaires, 
Soe  that  Place  cannot  defend  it  felf  againfl  a Small  number 
of  Spaniards,  who  in  24  hours  Sayle  can  come  upon  them 
from  Cuba. 

The  beff,  and  only  place  for  a ffortificacon  is  Harbour 
Ifland,  which  lyes  in  25I  and  25™  N.  Lat.  and  above  15 
Leagues  from  Providence,  where  is  a Spacious  Harbour,  19 
foot  Water  lying  between  Elutheria,  and  Harbour  Ifland, 
and  a narrow  Entrance,  where  a Small  ffort  with  15  Guns 
will  Secure  the  Harbour,  and  the  Ifland,  Soe  that  noe  Veffell 
can  goe  in. 

The 
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The  Winchefler  ffriggott  was  caft  away  in  the  Gulph  of 
fflorida,  fn  Shallow  water,  a little  charge  will  weigh  her 
Guns,  which  will  Serve  for  the  Fort  at  Providence,  and  a 
ffort  to  be  made  at  Harbour  Ifland. 

The  Lords  Proprietors  have  been  at  noe  charge  to  Secure 
thofe  Iflands,  but  left  them  to  the  Inhabitants  to  defend 
themfelves;  nor  tooke  any  care  for  the  Settling  thofe  who 
were  drove  off  by  the  Spaniards  in  1683.  Tis  abfolutely 
neceffary  Some  prefent  and  e£fe6luall  courfe  be  taken  to 
defend  Providence,  otherwife  if  the  Spaniards  or  ffrench 
gott  that  Place,  It  will  be  a great  Annoyance  to  Veffells 
paffing  through  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  and  an  utter  ruine  to 
our  Trade  in  thofe  Parts. 

South  Carolina  lyes  in  32^!  and  30'!'  the  Spaniards  like- 
wife  lay  clayme  to  all  the  Southern  Bounds  of  that  Pro- 
vince, as  farr  as  Afhley  River,  In  the  year  1686,  100 
Spaniards  with  Negroes,  and  Indians  Landed  at  Edifto 
about  50  Miles  to  the  Southward  of  Charles  Towne,  They 
broke  open  the  Houfe  of  My  lofeph  Morton,  then  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province,  and  carryed  away  his  Brother  in 
Law,  who  was  found  Murther’d  two  or  three  dayes  after. 
They  carryed  off  all  his  Stock,  Money,  Plate,  and  13  Slaves 
to  the  value  of  1500^  Steri,  and  carried  away  their  other 
Plunder  to  the  Caftle  at  S!  Auguftin,  which  lyes  30  or  40 
Leagues  South  from  Charles  Towne,  Two  of  the  Slaves 
efcaped,  and  came  to  their  Matter,  The  Governor  of  Caro- 
lina demanded  his  other  Slaves,  and  his  Money  of  the 
Governy  of  Sy  Auguftin,  but  he  anfwer’d  he  could  not  return 
them  w‘^out  an  Order  from  his  Matter  the  King  of  Spain  ; 
They  then  deflroyed,  and  plunder’d  other  Settlements,  tell- 
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ing  the  diflreffed  Inhabitants  they  were  Settled  upon  their 
Mafler’s  the  King  of  Spain’s  Land. 

The  Lords  Proprietors  of  that  Province  think  their  Coun- 
trey is  well  Secured  by  their  Bard  Harbour,  but  I have  feen 
a Liev!  and  6 Spanifli  Soldiers,  who  came  from  Si  Auguftin, 
to  Charles  Towne  in  a great  Periagoe,  through  Small  In- 
land Creekes,  leading  from  one  River  to  another,  and  did 
not  goe  by  Sea,  A Small  ffort  w^!'  7 Gunns  built  upon  the 
Entrance  of  the  narrow  Paffages  after  croffing  the  River  of 
Port  Royall,  or  of  fome  other  more  convenient  Place,  will 
Comand  and  Secure  thofe  paffages.  There  is  a ffort 
built  of  brick  at  Charles  Towne,  but  not  ffinifhed  which 
Comands  the  Entrance  into  Afhley  and  Coper  Rivers, 
they  have  noe  Guns  Mounted  there,  and  not  10  or  12 
Small  Old  Iron  Guns  mounted  on  the  Shoar  of  the 
Harbour,  not  fitt  for  Service,  being  made  ufe  of  for  Salutes 
cheifly. 

North  Carolina  has  a few  Inhabitants  who  live  Scatter’d 
up  and  downe  upon  the  Rivers,  and  ffrefh  water  Lakes ; 
The  Two  Inletts  of  Currituck,  and  Roanoak  have  not  above 
7 or  8 foot  at  high  water.  Their  Poverty  is  their  Security ; 
They  cannott  gett  60  men  together  in  10  or  15  dayes  time 
for  their  Defence. 

Virginia  & Maryland  have  noe  ffortificacons.  There  were 
formerly  3 fforts  built  in  lames  River,  One  at  the  Entrance 
upon  Poynt  Comfort,  tis  ruin’d  and  many  of  the  Guns  Sunk 
in  the  Sands  Another  ffort  built  with  Severall  Guns 
mounted  to  Secure  the  Entrance  of  Naffymum  River  being 
a branch  of  lames  River. 

There  is  a brick  ffort  w^*"  about  20  Guns  mounted  upon 

Carriages 
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Carriages  at  lames  Towne,  which  Secures  Ships  ricleing 
above  lames  Towne. 

There  are  about  14  Guns  upon  the  Shoar  at  Tyndall’s 
Point  in  York  River,  but  none  Mounted,  intended  for  the 
Security  of  Ships  Tradeing  there. 

Another  Small  ffort  was  made  at  Caratoman  lying  on  the 
North  fide  of  Rapahannock  River  ’tis  fallen  down,  and  the 
Guns  buryed  in  the  Sands. 

There  was  likewife  a Small  ffort  built  at  Yeocomoca  Bay, 
lying  on  the  Southward  of  Potomack  River,  that  ffort  is 
fallen  downe,  and  the  Guns  lye  buryed  in  the  Sand. 

There  are  noe  fforts  (that  I could  hear  of)  nor  any  Guns 
mounted  in  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

It  is  not  poffible  to  build  any  fforts  that  can  be  ufefull  for 
the  Defence  of  thofe  Countreys,  becaufe  they  lye  low,  and 
abound  w‘^  great  Rivers,  and  an  Enemy  may  land  where 
they  pleafe,  foe  that  their  proper,  and  only  defence  is  made 
by  men  of  Warr,  to  cruife  up  and  down  within,  and  Some- 
times lye  off  the  Two  Capes,  and  the  Comanders  to  follow 
Such  Direccons,  as  the  Govern?  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
fhall  think  neceffary.  To  w^^  end  (I  hear)  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  have  fent  Two  good  ffriggotts. 

Penfylvania,  and  the  3 lower  Countyes  upon  Delaware 
Bay  are  expofed  to  all  Danger,  One  Crofs  a Pyrate  Landed 
at  the  Whorekill  about  the  28‘^  of  Auguft  1698.  He  rob’d 
the  Inhabitants,  and  plunder’d  the  Towne,  They  wrote  an 
Exprefs  to  Mr  Markham  their  Governor,  And  pray’d  him  to 
Send  a Sufficient  number  of  men,  to  releive  them.  He  cauf’d 
the  Drums  to  be  beat  to  raife  Volunteers,  but  could  gett 
none  to  goe,  neither  have  they  any  Officers  or  Trained 

Militia, 
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Militia,  It  being  againfl  the  Quaker’s  Principles  to  make  ufe 
of  the  Sword.  I faw  7 Small  Guns  mounted  at  Newcaftle, 
but  of  little  Service,  becaufe  the  Channell  thereabouts  is  Soe 
broad,  that  Veffells  may  eafily  paffe  up  the  River,  out  of 
Gunn  Shott.  The  Cheif  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Penfylvania, 
being  Senfible  of  the  apparent  Danger  they  were  in,  of 
being  invaded,  and  ruined  by  the  ffrench  & Indians,  in  the 
year  1692  Did  in  their  Petition  and  Addrefs  intended  to  be 
prefented  to  his  Made  humbly  fett  forth  as  followes : — 
That  his  Maties  Subjeds  and  Province  of  Penfylvania  were 
in  great  Danger  to  be  loft  and  ruined  for  want  of  a Settl’d 
Militia. 

That  Proprietary  Penn  upon  his  Maties  reftoreing  him  to 
the  Governm!  of  his  Province,  Did  promife  his  Matie  That 
the  Militia  of  the  Province,  Should  be  effedlually  Settled,  to 
defend  his  Maties  Subjedts  againfl  all  Enemyes,  That  con- 
trary to  his  Said  promife,  the  whole  Government  is  put  into 
the  hands  of  Quakers,  who  not  only  refufe  to  Settle,  but 
give  all  the  Difcouragem!  they  can  to  Soe  good  a Work, 
whereby  his  Maties  fubjedts,  and  the  Province  are  expofed 
to  all  danger,  and  to  be  deflroyed  unlefs  fome  fpeedy  and 
effedluall  care  be  taken  from  home  to  prevent  the  fame. 
And  they  getting  Notice  of  the  faid  Peticon  did  threaten  to 
Imprifon  thofe  that  fhould  fubfcribe  it,  w*'^  put  a flop  to  the 
prefenting  it. 

There  are  a great  many  flout  men  in  Penfylvania  were 
they  in  Comiflion,  and  well  Armed,  would  run  all  hazards  to 
defend  themfelves,  and  their  Countrey  from  Dangers  that 
may  happenn. 

’Tis  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fecure  the  Entrance  of  Dela- 
ware 
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ware  Bay,  which  lyes  above  160  Miles  from  Phyladelphia, 
the  feat  of  Mr  Pens  Governm!  by  fending  a fmall  ffriggott 
thither,  which  will  guard  Penfylvania  and  Weft  lerfey  from 
Pyrates,  and  break  the  neck  of  the  Illegall  Trade,  never 
more  pradlifed  that  [than]  fmce  Mr  Pens  Arrivall  to  the 
Goverm^  of  Penfylvania. 

The  Provinces  of  Eafl  and  Weft  lerfey  They  haue  noe 
Militia,  Their  only  Security  depends  upon  the  Governmr  of 
New  York. 

The  Collony  of  Connedticott  lyes  above  100  Miles  in 
length  upon  the  Weftern  Ocean,  and  farther  up  in  the 
Land,  their  Security  depends  upon  the  Garrifon  at  Albany, 
tho’  they  have  many  fmall  Towns  well  Inhabited,  yet  they 
are  not  in  a Condicon  to  defend  themfelves,  ffor  in  Cafe  the 
ffrench  fliould  get  poffeffion  of  Albany,  they  would  foon  putt 
Connedlicott  under  Contribucon. 

Road  Ifland  lyes  nigh  the  Center  of  New  England  Sam“ 
Cranfton  is  the  prefent  Governor,  but  the  Quakers  have  the 
foie  Adnaacon  of  the  Governm!  There  are  5 or  6 fmall 
Guns  mounted  at  Newport  being  the  Southermofl  part  of 
the  Ifland,  w*"^  ferves  to  defend  fmall  Veffells  in  the  Harbour 
tis  neceffary  there  were  a good  ffortifycacon  w*  Guns  to 
defend  that  Place,  There  being  few,  or  noe  foldiers  upon 
the  Ifland,  as  were  formerly,  before  the  Quakers  had  the 
Governm^  I was  told  about  10  yeares  agoe  (by  Cap!  Tal- 
mafli  who  in  his  Younger  time  had  been  a Buccaneer)  That 
7 or  800  Buccaneers  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  refolved  to 
gett  poffeffion  of  Road  Ifland,  being  a Place  abounding  with 
Provifions,  w^^  if  they  had  effected.  All  the  Inhabitants  in 
New  England,  could  not  have  driven  them  off. 
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The  Province  of  Maffachufitts  Bay,  Boffon  is  the  only 
Place  of  Defence  in  that  Province,  There  are  Two  fforts 
feverall  Guns  mounted  in  them,  The  One  about  the 
Middle  of  the  Towne,  which  Comands  Veffells  in  the  Har- 
bour, and  the  other  at  the  North  End,  at  the  Entrance  of 
Charles  River. 

There  is  a fmall  ffort  at  Charles  Towne,  w^^  3 or  4 Guns 
in  it.  There  are  likewife  feverall  Guns  mounted  at  Caflle 
Ifland,  lying  one  League  from  Bofton,  w^l"  a Battery  of  about 
7 Guns  which  comands  the  Channell  to  Bofton. 

I am  informed  that  they  take  little  care  to  buy  Amunicon, 
and  other  Neceffaryes  for  Defence  of  their  Countrey. 

There  are  great  Numbers  of  men  in  that  Province  fitt  to 
bear  Armes. 

The  Liev!  Governor  Mr  Stoughton,  is  a perfon  learned 
and  converfant  in  Bookes,  but  wholly  unacquainted  w^^ 
Military  Difcipline,  foe  that.  That  great  Countrey  lyes  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Incurfions  of  their  mercilefs  Enemyes  the 
French  and  Indians. 

Tis  true  they  have  a Settl’d  Militia  through  the  whole 
Province,  and  fome  of  the  Councell,  and  others  being 
Churchmembers,  are  made  the  Cheif  Officers,  but  not  three 
of  them  all  know  how  to  draw  up  and  exercife  a foot  Com- 
pany, as  they  ought. 

His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  refides  at  New 
Yorke,  being  about  350  Miles  diftant  from  Bofton,  and  it 
will  (I  fear)  be  a long  time  before  they  can  receive  the  necef- 
fary  Orders  from  his  Excellency  againft  the  Approach  of  an 
Enemy. 

The  Province  of  New  Hampfhire,  Tis  not  long  fince  it 

was 
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was  attack’d  by  the  Indians,  and  many  of  the  Inhabitants 
deftroyed. 

One  William  Partridge  a Millwright,  is  the  prefent  Liev! 
Governor,  under  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Bellamont.  He 
is  noe  way  quallifyed  for  foe  great  a Comand. 

There  is  a ffort  built  upon  Great  Ifland  at  the  Entrance 
into  the  River  Pifcataqua,  and  above  20  Iron  Guns  in  it 
which  with  Shott  and  other  Amunicon  proporconable  were 
fent  thither  by  her  late  Matie  befides  fome  that  were  there 
before 

Pifcataqua  River  is  the  only  Place  from  whence  the  great 
Mails,  fitt  for  his  Maties  Navy  Royall  are  brought,  The 
ffrench  may  at  any  time  ealily  Surprize  that  ffort,  there  not 
being  many  men  upon  the  Illand,  ready  to  defend  it,  and  if 
once  in  their  poffeflion,  they  will  hold  it,  till  reinforced  by 
greater  Numbers,  and  then  will  maintain  themfelves  by 
Contribucon  from  the  Neighbouring  Inhabitants  in  the 
Towns  of  Hampton  Exiter  &c. 

The  Province  of  Main  adjoynes  to  New  Hampfliire  and 
lyes  40  or  50  leagues  diftant  from  Bofton.  It  has  been 
often  invaded  by  the  Eallern  Indians  and  ffrench,  who  en- 
couraged and  allilled  the  Indians  to  deltroy  the  Englifh  Set- 
tle m‘f  about  Kennebeck,  Ambrofs  Scoggan  Rivers,  and  the 
ffort  at  Sagadehock  &c.  And  if  S!  Edmund  Androfs  (then 
Governor  of  New  York)  had  not  fent  from  thence  a ffort 
ready  framed  about  the  year  1676  to  Pemaquid  w^*'  great 
Guns,  Soldiers,  and  all  Neceffaryes  to  fecure  thofe  few  In- 
habitants fettled  there,  from  New  York,  the  Indians  had  at 
that  time  overrun  the  whole  Province,  which  is  fince  almoft 
all  dellroyed. 
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The  Rebuilding  the  ffort  at  Pemaquid  has  been  often 
difcourfed  of,  But  the  Bofloners  thro’  whofe  negleft  it 
was  taken  by  the  firench  and  Indians,  have  not  money  to 
doe  it. 

There  are  other  fforts  in  the  Province  of  Main,  as  that 
of  Cafco,  Tueffett,  Sheepfcott,  and  Sagadehock,  might 
be  of  great  Service,  and  ’tis  neceffary  they  fhould  be  re- 
paired alfo,  but  there  are  but  few  Inhabitants  left,  and  thofe 
ruined. 

From  the  Confideracon  whereof,  ’tis  humbly  propofed. 
That  the  Lords  Proprietors,  and  others  clayming  right  to 
the  feverall  Proprietyes  on  the  Continent  of  America,  and 
Iflands  adjacent,  be  forthwith  required  to  fend  Great  Guns, 
Small  Armes,  for  horfe  and  foot,  and  Amunicon  Sufficient 
for  the  Defence  of  his  Maties  good  Subjects  there  Inhabit- 
ing, And  that  a prudent  Genf  well  Skill’d  in  Military  Af- 
faires, be  Speedily  fent  from  hence,  w^^  his  Maties  Comif- 
fion  to  be  the  Liev!  Governor  of  the  Province  of  the  Maffa- 
chufitts  Bay,  in  the  room  of  M!  Stoughton  the  prefent  Lievl 
Govern^  of  that  Province,  And  that  another  good  Soldier  be 
in  like  maner  commiffionated  to  be  the  Lievl  Govern!"  of  the 
Province  of  New  Hampfhire  in  the  roome  of  M*!  Partridge, 
with  a yearly  allowance  of  a good  Sallary,  for  the  fupport 
and  Maintenance  of  each  of  them.  Which  will  animate,  and 
encourage  the  defponding  Inhabitants  chearfully  to  provide 
all  Neceffaryes  for  their  own,  and  their  Countrey’s  Security, 
Efpecially  when  they  fee  his  Matie  is  pleafed  to  take  fuch 
effedluall  Care  for  their  Prefervacon. 

March  y^.  5.  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

1700.  by  EdRandolph 

[Endor/ed] 
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\_E7idorfed\  M'  Randolph’s  Paper  fetting 
forth  y®  prefent  ill  condition 
of  y®  Plant”.®  on  y*  Continent 
of  America  & in'*.®  adjacent 
w*!'  refpedf  to  their  Defence 
againfl  an  Enemy. 

Rec'l  5^*’  March  170^. 

A Paper  humbly  Presented  shewing  the  great  Loss  his 
Majesty  yearly  sustains  in  his  Revenues  upon  Sugars, 
Cotton  Wool,  Indigo  &c.  which  are  Carried  from 
Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  and  other  his  Majesties  Carriby 
Islands  to  small  Plantations  near  them  belonging 
TO  THE  Dutch. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade.,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  5 (E.  5),  17  March 

lyof. 

John  Warren  Mailer  of  a Veffell  belonging  to  Providence 
One  of  the  Bahama  Illands,  took  a board  her  about  a Twelve 
month  ago  80  hllds  of  Sugar,  giveing  Bond  to  Carry  it  to 
England  or  fome  of  his  Maties  Other  Plantations,  But  Car- 
ried it  Diredlly  to  Curriafaw,  where  he  fold  it,  and  twas  put 
on  board  a Dutch  Ihip  Bound  for  Holland. 

The  Bland  of  S!  Thomas  belonging  to  the  Danes  is  like- 
wife  plentifully  fuppli’d  with  Sugar,  Cotton,  Lignum  Vitm, 
and  Logwood  from  Anguila,  Spanifh  Town,  Tertola  &c. 
upon  which  the  Englilh  are  Settled,  I am  informed  That 
the  Governour  of  Si  Thomas  takes  upon  him  the  Care  of 
Shipping  thofe  Goods  to  Denmark. 

The  Dutch  Illands  of  Statia,  and  Swabia  lying  not  farr 
from  Nevis,  and  Antegoa  Trade  with  thofe  Iflands  from 
VOL.  V.  — 33  whence 
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whence  they  have  Yearly  Great  Quantities  of  Sugar  which 
they  fend  to  Holland. 

There  was  about  a Twelvemonth  ago,  a fliip  from  Scot- 
land which  brought  to  Statia,  a Cargo  of  the  Manifadlures 
of  that  Kingdome,  a good  part  whereof  was  bought  by 
Daniell  lohnfon  Mafler  of  a Veffell  belonging  to  Bermuda 
&c.  The  Scotch  Mafler  makeing  his  Returns  home  in  Sugar, 
Cotton-Wool,  and  Other  Plantation  Commodities. 

I am  likewife  informed  (fince  mylaft  Arrivall  in  England) 
by  fome  of  the  Chiefefl  Merchants  in  London,  That  Englifli 
Mafters  who  are  permitted  by  Law  to  Carry  Serv^^  Horfes, 
and  Provifions  To  our  Well  India  Plantations  Load  the 
Commodities  thereof  (fometimes  20  Veffells  in  a Year)  and 
Carry  them  DirecTly  to  Holland. 

All  which  is  Occalioned  either  by  the  Connivance,  or 
negledl  of  the  Governours  in  their  not  Takeing  Bonds  With 
fufficient  Security  to  Carry  the  fame  to  England,  Wales,  &c. 
Or  their  not  Vigoroufly  profecuting  them  when  Forfeited, 
as  the  Law  directs.  By  all  which  undue  Meanes  his  Matie 
Loofes  many  Thoufand  pounds  yearly  in  his  Cuftomes  on 
Sugar,  &c. 

For  Prevention  whereof  Tis  humbly  propofed 

That  all  the  prefen  Governours,  and  fuch  as  fhall  hereafter 
be  the  Governours  of  his  Maties  Forreigne  Plantations, 
Give  Bond  to  his  Matie  with  two  fufficient  fureties  here  in 
England,  as  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Maties  Cuflomes 
London  fhall  Approve  of  (according  to  the  quantity  of  Plan- 
tation Commodities  made  Yearly  in  their  Refpedlive  Gov- 
ernments) not  lefs  than  the  fuih  of  2000^^  Sterling,  Stridly  to 
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put  the  A6ls  of  Trade  in  Execution,  And  obferve  all  fuch 
Orders,  and  Inflruccons  as  they  fliall  from  Time  to  time 
Receive  from  the  faid  Commiffioners. 

That  the  faid  Governours,  or  their  refpedlive  Navall  Offi- 
cers Admitt  of  none  to  be  fureties  for  any  Mafler  of  a Vef- 
fell  belonging  to  the  Plantation  where  he  Loads,  or  to  any 
of  his  Maties  Plantations,  But  fuch  as  Are  Inhabitants,  and 
men  of  Good  Eftates,  upon  their  being  Anfwerable  to 
his  Majefty  for  the  Penalty  of  fuch  Bond,  in  Cafe  it  be 
Forfeited. 

And  in  Regard  Mafters  of  Veffells  belonging  to  England, 
Wales  &c.  Firfl  go  to  Scotland,  or  Ireland  for  Servants, 
Horfes,  or  Provifions,  or  go  in  their  Ballaft  to  Newfound 
land  to  Carry  Fifli  for  Bilboa,  &c.  And  being  difappointed 
of  their  Loading  go  to  the  Plantations  to  Load  Tobacco, 
Sugar  &c. 

That  no  Governour,  or  Navall  Officer  fhall  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever  permitt  fuch  Matter  to  Load  or  Take  on 
Board  any  of  the  Enumerated  Plantacon  Commodities  untill 
he  do  produce  to  him,  or  to  his  Navall  Officer,  a Certificate 
under  the  Hands,  and  feals  of  the  Chief  Officers  of  the  Port 
in  England,  Wales  &c.  from  whence  fhe  fayl’d  That  Bond 
was  there  Given  According  to  Law. 

That  the  faid  Governour,  or  his  Navall  Officer,  do  twice 
in  every  Year  tranfmitt  to  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Majef- 
ties  Cuftomes  in  London,  a Lift  of  all  Veffells  Ladeing  any 
of  the  faid  Ennumerated  Commodities  in  their  Refpedive 
Governments. 

I faw  at  New  York  where  I was  not  long  fince  a Bill  of 
Stores  for  10  Thoufand  Weight  of  Sugar  Granted  by  the 
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Colleflor  of  Antegoa  to  Caleb  Beck  Matter  of  A Veffell 
belonging  to  New  England. 

That  no  Colledto’’  Grant  a Bill  of  Stores  for  any  of  the 
faid  Commodities  under  penalty  of  paying  Treble  the  Vallue 
thereof. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

March  I7‘^  by  EdRandolph. 

1700. 

\_Endor/ed~\  MT  Randolph’s  Paper  about 

the  Lofs  his  Ma*^  fuffers  in  his 
Revenue  by  illegal  Trade  in 
the  Sugar  Ifl?® 

Rec‘1  j March  1 7‘^ 

Read  \ lyoi* 


Randolph  wishes  no  Gov”  to  be  a Trader,  &c. 

Slale  Papers^  Board  of  Trade ^ Plantations  General.^  Vol.  5 (E.  6),  17  March 

1705. 

Propofalls  more  Generali  Humbly  Offered  for  Regulating 
Trade  in  All  his  Maties  Plantations  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  And  alfo  in  All  his  Maties  Itlands  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

1°  That  no  Governour,  Leiv!  Governour  in  any  of  his 
Maties  Plantations  thall  be  an  Owner,  or  Part  Owner  of 
any  Ship  or  Veffell,  nor  fhall  Trade,  or  Barter  by  himfelf 
or  by  any  perfon  Concern’d  Diredlly  or  indiredfly  for  him 
under  Lofs  of  his  Government. 

2°  That  the  Governour  &c.  fhall  not  imprifon  or  fufpend 
any  of  the  Officers  of  his  Maties  Cuftomes  (except  in  Cafe 
of  Fellony,  Murther,  or  Treafon  proved)  But  fhall  by  the 

fir  ft 


Documents  and  Letters. 


261 


firft  opportunity  reprefent  the  Cafe  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
His  Maties  Cuftomes  giveing  the  Officer  a Coppy  of  his 
charge  that  he  may  have  time  to  prepare,  and  fend  his 
anfwer  to  the  Cuftome  Houfe. 

And  for  the  more  Equall  Diftribution  of  Juftice  amongfl 
his  Maties  Subjects  in  the  Plantations  It’s  humbly  Propofed 

3°  That  the  Chief  Juftice  in  the  Refpedtive  Plantations 
be  appointed  by  Commiffion  from  his  Matie,  And  That  no 
Perfon  in  the  Plantations  prefume  to  Accept  of,  and  A€t  as 
Chief  luflice  in  Any  of  the  faid  Plantations  Except  in  Cafe 
of  Death,  or  Sicknefs,  he  be  wholly  Difenabled  to  Execute 
the  fame. 

4°  That  Depofitions  Relating  to  Trade  and  Navigation 
or  Otherwife,  Taken  before  the  Governour  of  any  of  his 
Maties  Plantations,  and  Certify’d  under  the  Hand  and  feal 
of  the  faid  Governour  who  is  required  to  Adminifter  the 
fame  fhall  be  of  Equal  Force  at  the  Councill  Board,  or  in 
any  of  the  Courts  in  Weftminfter  Hall  as  if  the  fame  had 
been  taken  before  a Mafter  in  Chancery  in  England,  But 
Where  the  Matter  in  Difference  relates  to  the  Governour, 
or  Leiu!  Governour  the  Party  agrieved  may  apply  himfelf 
to  the  Chief  Judg,  or  to  any  two  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
in  the  faid  Plantations  (Whereof  one  to  be  of  the  Quorum) 
who  are  to  be  required  under  a Penalty  to  take  and  Certify 
the  fame.  Which  Oath  to  be  of  A like  force,  &c. 

5°  That  the  Fees  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  fpeciall 
Courts  in  the  Plantations  for  Trying  Seizures,  and  Forfeit- 
ures and  all  Matters  relateing  to  the  Crown  be  Regulated, 
being  at  prefent  fo  Extravagantly  High  That  in  Cafe  Judg- 
ment be  entred  up  for  his  Matie,  a Great  Part  of  his  Maties 
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and  the  Colleflors  third  part  of  Forfeitures  be  not  fvvallowed 
up  in  ffees  as  lately  at  Carolina,  Bermuda  and  Providence. 

Whereas  by  the  Aft  made  the  14°  Car.  2°  Entitled  an  Aft 
for  preventing  Frauds  in  his  Maties  Cuftomes  in  England, 
Officers  of  his  Maties  Cuftomes  being  fued  for  executing 
their  Office  may  Plead  The  Generali  Iffue  and  the  Judges 
are  required  to  Admitt  the  fame  and  to  Acquit  and  indem- 
nify them  &c.  My  Nelfon  the  Chief  luftice  in  Bermuda, 
upon  my  being  profecuted  for  Seizing  [veffels  ?']  Illegally 
Tradeing  there  Rejefted  my  Plea,  and  Granted  Judgment 
againft  me  for  Court  Charges  &c.  which  I was  forced  to  pay. 

I had  likewife  Judgment  Given  Againft  me  in  PenJilvania 
for  the  like  Matter. 

6°  That  all  Judges  in  the  Courts  of  Record,  or  in  the 
Courts  of  Admiralty  in  the  Plantations  Refufing  to  Admitt 
of  the  faid  Plea  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftomes  be  grieveoufly 
Fined,  And  alfo  that  no  Perfon  fhall  be  Judg  in  the  fame 
Cafe  in  two  feverall  Courts. 

Whereas  it  hath  been,  and  ftill  is  the  Common  praftife  of 
Governours,  Leivl  Governours  &c.  in  the  Plantations  to  im- 
prifon  his  Maties  Subjefts  at  their  Pleafures,  by  their  Own 
Warrants,  Not  Admitting  them  to  Bail,  Tho' very  fufficient 
Security  Tend’red,  but  Keep  them  in  clofe  Cuffody  till  the 
Next  quarterly  Court  where  nothing  appearing  againft  them 
they  are  difcharged  of  courfe,  but  not  at  Liberty  untill  they 
have  paid  the  Extravagant  ffees  to  the  Chief  Juflice,  to  the 
Court,  and  to  the  Goaler,  To  the  Ruin  of  feverall  of  his 
Maties  Subjefts,  as  in  Bermuda,  Carolina  and  lately  in 
Providence. 

7°  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  be  in  as  full  force  to  all 
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intents  and  Purpofes  in  all  his  Maties  Iflands,  Collonies  and 
Plantations,  as  is  now  in  England,  &c. ; And  that  the  Aft 
made  the  11°  and  12°  Yeares  of  his  prefent  Made  entitled 
An  A6i  to  Punifli  Governours  of  Plantacons  in  this  Kinsf- 

O 

dome  for  Crimes  by  them  Committed  in  the  Plantations, 
may  be  revifed,  and  fuch  amendments  made  therein  as  may 
be  for  the  Relief  of  his  Maties  now  Oppreffed  Subjedls  in 
thofe  Plantations. 

8°  And  That  all  Governours  &c.  do  before  their  entrance 
upon  their  refpeftive  Governments,  Give  Bond  here  in  Eng- 
land to  his  Matie  not  exceeding  5000  to  Give  full  fatisfac- 
tion  for  all  Damages  which  fliall  appear  to  be  done  by  them, 
or  Order,  to  any  of  his  Majeflies  fubjefts  Inhabiting  in  their 
Government. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted 

March:  17:  by  EdRandolph. 

1700. 

\_E?idorfed~\  Mr  Randolph’s  general 

Propofals  for  regulating  Trade 
in  all  his  Ma‘^®  Plant"® 

Rec'?  b March  1 7* 

Read  f 1 70^. 


Crimes  and  Misdemeanors  Charged  upon  the  Governors 
OF  THE  Proprietary  Governments  in  America. 

New  Jerfey  Archives.,  Firjl  Series.,  Vol.  II.  p.  358.  24  March  170^. 

Articles  of  High  Crimes:  Mifdemeanours  Charged  upon  the 
Governours  in  the  Severall  Proprieties,  on  the  Continent 
of  America,  and  Iflands  adjacent. 
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Bahama  IJlands,  Pirates  entertained  there,  and  illegal 
Trade  maintained,  and  carryed  on  by  the  Inhabitants. 

Every  the  Pirate,  and  his  men  were  entertain’d  when 
Collonell  Trott  was  Governor  of  Providence  ; and  had  liberty 
to  depart,  or  ftay  there  upon  their  Giveing  Bond  of  1000^ 
to  appear  when  called  fome  of  thofe  were  bound.  One,  for 
another,  They  carry  from  thofe  Iflands  the  Brazillett,  and 
Other  dying  Woods  to  Curriafaw. 

Colonell  Nicholas  Webb  his  SuccefTor  was  acruell  oppref- 
for,  and  Imprifoned  his  Maties  Subjects  at  pleafure,  by 
which  means,  he  Gott  a great  deal  of  Money,  and  They,  and 
their  Families  were  Ruin’d.  Read  Elding  the  prefent  Gov- 
ernour,  ftands  charged  w^^  Piracy  lately  committed  upon 
a New  England  Veffell  richly  Loaden,  bound  from  Jamaica 
to  Bofton. 

He  Tyrannically  beat  and  Wounded  M!  Thomas  Gower, 
the  Prefent  Secretary,  and  Soon  after  kept  him  in  Prifon  17 
daies. 

He  feized  and  condemned  Small  Vefells  belonging  to  the 
Inhabitants  haveing  made  Parker,  one  of  Every ’s  men,  (and 
his  Brother  in  Law)  Marfhall. 

Dolton  a Red  Seaman  is  Judg,  and  Warren  another  Red 
Seaman  his  Attorney  Generali.  They  have  Sold  y®  Veffells 
and  put  the  money  in  their  Pocketts. 

South  Carolina  — 70  Pirates  were  entertain’d  there,  about 
8 years  ago. 

Mr  Archdale  the  late  Governour  Harboured  Pirates,  he 
countenanced  Day  the  Matter  of  a Brifloll  Ship,  to  defraud 
his  Owners  of  Veffell  & Loading,  And  afterwards  Day 
being  bound  to  the  Red  Sea  M!  Archdale  provided  for  him 
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a Mofchetto  Engine,  againft  his  Mafter’s  Will  to  catch  Fifli 
for  his  Voyage. 

He  gave  his  permitt  to  Simon  Triftrant,  a Frenchman 
born,  Who  Imported  a rich  Loading  of  Wine,  Sugars,  and 
Cocoe,  to  fell  his  Veffell,  and  Cargo  for  which  he  was  well 
paid. 

Mr  Jofeph  Blake  late  Governour  Deceafed,  was  a Great 
Indian  Trader,  and  Took  6 Barrells  of  Powder,  in  the  Late 
French  Warrs  and  Sent  them  by  his  Agents  to  purchafe 
Skinns  of  the  Indians,  having  but  4 barrels  in  the  Store,  All 
which  was  purchafed  for  defence  of  the  Country. 

He  cauf ’d  Some  Veffells,  and  their  Loading  to  be  Seized 
and  Condemned  upon  pretence  of  their  Afts  of  Trade,  and 
getting  them  to  be  apprized  at  half  ye  vallue,  he  and  his 
Accomplices  gott  them  into  their  Hands,  denying  to  y® 
Owner’s  appeals  to  his  Ma’tie  in  Councill. 

He  caufed  other  Veffells  to  be  feiz’d  upon  the  fame  pre- 
tence and  upon  Private  Contract  with  the  Matters  to  pay 
him  half  ye  Vallue  of  their  Veffells  (which  they  did)  he  dif- 
charged  their  Veffels,  defrauding  his  Ma’tie  thereby  of  his 
Third  part  w‘^  many  other  like  mifdemeanors  Committed  by 
him. 

North  Carolina  — They  have  no  Settled  Governm! 
amongft  Them.  About  4 years  ago  the  Swift  Frigott  being 
Drove  out  of  Virginia  by  Storm  and  comeing  aShoar  upon 
the  Sands  in  that  Province  the  Inhabitants  Robb’d  her,  and 
Fired  Great  Gunns  into  her  and  Difabled  her  from  Getting 
off.  The  Chief  Offender  was  Baniflied  onely.  Tis  a place 
which  Receives  Pirates,  runaways,  and  illegal  Traders. 

Mary-land — His  Matie  took  the  Governm^  of  That  Prov- 
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ince  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Lord  Baltamore  the  Proprie- 
tor, becaufe  Colonell  Talbott  his  Governour  murther’d  the 
Colledlor  of  his  Ma’ties  Cuflomes  in  Cool  Blood. 

The  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware  Bay.  M*”  Penn 
ufurps  Government,  and  laies  Taxies  upon  his  Ma’ties  Loyal 
Subjects  inhabitting  There. 

There  were  not  Long  Since  Two  perfons  Try’d  & Con- 
demned the  Judges,  and  Juries  not  being  Sworn,  and  after- 
wards executed  in  thofe  Counties. 

Penjilvania — Another  perfon  was  Try’d,  Condemned, 
and  Executed  in  IVP  Penn’s  own  Province,  the  Judg,  and 
Jury  not  being  Sworn. 

It  has  been,  and  ftill  is  y®  only  receptacle  for  Pirates  & 
illegal  Traders. 

M"  Penn  in  Defyance  of  y®  Authority  of  y®  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty there  eredled.  Has  appointed  a perfon  to  Execute  y® 
office  of  Marfhall  by  WarP  under  his  hand  and  Seal. 

I was  made  a prifoner  by  Mr  Markham  (Mr  Penn’s  Gov- 
vernour)  becaufe  I would  not  Deliver  to  him  Two  Bonds,  one 
of  looo^  and  the  other  of  500^  Forfeited  to  his  Ma’tie, 
which  I had  Given  Orders  to  be  put  in  Suit. 

Mr  Penn  about  Odlor  lafl  intercepted,  and  detained  Let- 
ters, and  Packetts,  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuflomes, 
to  Mr  Birch  their  Officer  at  Newcaflle. 

He  likewife  charged  Mr.  Swift  bound  from  Penfilvania  to 
England,  who  Mr  Penn  knew  had  letters  from  the  Judg  of 
the  Admiralty  in  Penfilvania  for  the  Said  Commiffioners, 
not  to  Deliver  them  till  one  month  after  his  Arrivall. 

Provinces  of  Eajl  and  W ejl  Jerfey.,  — They  are  all  in  con- 
fufion  for  want  of  Governm^  and  humbly  pray  to  be  taken 
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under  his  Ma’ties  immediate  Governm^  and  Protedion. 
They  likewife  receive  and  harbour  Pirates. 

Colony  of  Conne^icott.  Receive  and  countenance  illegall 
Traders  and  Lately  intended  to  Oppofe  with  Force  perfons 
Legally  impowr’d  to  Seize,  & Carry  away  Prohibited  Goods 
in  Order  to  be  Try’d  in  his  Ma’ties  Court  of  Admiralty  at 
New  York. 

Road  IJland,  They  have  all  along  Harboured  Pirates. 
Walter  Clarke,  the  late  Governour,  refufed  to  Take  y®  Oath 
enjoyn’d  by  the  A6ls  of  Trade  to  be  taken  by  all  Gover- 
nour s 

Samuell  Cranflon  the  prefent  Governor  openly  oppofed 
the  Authority,  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  Order’d  by  A6i 
of  Parliament  to  be  There  eredted. 

Province  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  — They  haveing  obtained 
a new  Grant,  made  voyd,  and  deftroyed  all  thofe  Laws 
made  not  long  before,  for  the  Maintenance  & Support  of 
his  Ma’ties  Governours  of  That  Province,  on  purpofe  to  Dif- 
courao:e  Gentlemen  of  Honour  and  abillities  to  ferve  his 
Ma’tie  in  that  Country,  haveing  thereby  made  that  Govern- 
ment precarious  only. 

They  inrich  themfelves  by  their  continued  breach  of  the 
Ads  of  Trade,  Some  of  the  members  of  ye  Council  being 
illegall  Traders,  fitt  Judges  in  ye  Courts  upon  Try  all  of 
Seizures  for  his  Ma’tie,  and  do  likewife  deny  Appeals  to 
his  Ma’tie  in  Councill,  to  thofe  who  are  impowr’d  and 
direfted  to  profecute  them. 

They  have  likewife  Turn’d  out  Mr  Byfield  a man  zealous 
for  haveing  the  Adts  of  Trade  duly  executed,  who  by  Com- 
miffion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  y®  Admiralty  was  Judge  of 
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the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  That  Province.  And  made  M! 
Waite  Winthrop  (a  fmall  Pradlitioner  in  Phyfick)  to  be 
Judge  of  That  Court  Tho’  in  no  Sort  qualifyed  for  y®  Office 
inflead  of  Mf  Byfield  againfi;  whom  they  had  nothing  to 
ObjecT.  Some  of  the  Firfl  Pirates  I ever  heard  of  in  the 
Northern  Plantations  were  fett  out  from  Bofton  who  brought 
in  a Great  deal  of  Riches  from  the  Spaniffi  Plantations. 

Provmce  of  New  Hampjliire,  William  Partridge  the 
prefent  Lieu!  Governour,  and  Severall  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
that  Province  are  Notorious,  illegall  Traders. 

humbly  Offered 

by  Ed°  Randolph. 

March  24.  1700:  [1701] 


An  Abstract  of  my  paper  humbly  presented  to  the 

Right  Hon®"'®  the  Lords  Commiss""®  for  Trade  Shewing 

THE  HIGH  crimes  AND  ENCREASING  MISDEMEANORS  AND 

MALL  ADMINISTRATE  OF  THE  GOVERNORS  IN  THE  SEVERALL 

Proprieties  on  the  Continent  of  America  and  Islands 

ADJACENT. 

Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina.,  Vol.  I.  p.  545. 

South  Carolina.  M*"  John  Archdall  the  late  Gov’’  (under 
his  Ton  a Lord  Proprietary  of  the  Province)  permitted  fome 
of  Every ’s  Men,  who  came  from  Providence  to  Land,  and 
bring  their  money  quietly  a ffioar,  for  which  favour  he  was 
well  paid  by  them. 

He  contrary  to  the  A6fs  of  Trade  gave  his  Permitt  to 
Simon  Triftrank  (a  French  man  borne)  who  came  from  S* 
Thomas  to  put  off  his  fugar,  wine  and  cocoa,  for  which  his 
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IMarfliall  received  for  the  Governor  a large  prefent,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  fuffer  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
nor  the  Colledtor  to  feize  her,  faying  ftie  belonged  to  Eng- 
lifh  owners,  vide  depofitions. 

He  allowed  one  Day  Mafter  of  a great  fhip  of  Briftol, 
which  came  into  the  Harbour  loaden  with  Susfar  from 
Jamaica,  to  fell  his  Sugar  to  a merchant  in  Charles  Town, 
upon  Condition  that  M"  Archdale  fliould  have  a fliare  of  it. 

M’’  Blake  his  fucceffor  in  the  Goverm!  fent  Six  barrells  of 
Gunpowder,  bought  for  defence  of  the  Country  (being  a 
Great  Indian  Trader)  by  his  Agents  to  purchafe  Ikinsof  the 
Indians,  vide  Depofitions. 

He  clandeflinely  got  £So.  from  William  Joel  Ma’'  of  a 
Bermuda  floop,  which  he  caufed  to  be  feized,  upon  pretence 
fhe  was  not  regiftered,  whereas  the  time  for  regiflring  veffells 
was  not  expired,  vide  Depofitions. 

He  caufed  a floop  belonging  to  Carolina  loaden  with 
Negroes  from  Guinea,  to  be  feized  upon  the  fame  pretence,  . 
and  difcharged  her  upon  the  owners  promife  to  pay  him 
50^.  (vide  Depofitions  of  the  Owners  fworn  before  a mafter 
in  Chancery). 

He  was  confenting  to  the  feizing  of  the  fliip  Carlifle  ftop 
five  months  in  the  Country,  upon  pretence  that  the  Ma’’ 
was  a Pyrate,  but  the  defign  was  to  get  her  into  his  and  his 
Confederates  hands,  by  putting  the  failors  upon  feizing  her 
for  their  wages,  and  then  get  her  to  be  fold  to  them  for 
little  or  nothing. 

By  a Trick  he  put  upon  the  Credulous  Mafter  of  the 
Edward  and  Sarah  of  London,  loaden  with  Sugar  from 
Yamaica,  he  gott  the  Management  of  the  veffell  and  her 
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Loading  into  his  hands,  and  leaving  that  to  the  care  of  one 
Loggen,  they  imbezilled  the  Sugar  and  brought  in  Extrav- 
agant Charges  for  Commiffion,  which  were  allowed.  The 
veffell  was  funk  through  their  negleft,  yet  they  demanded 
and  had  30^.  for  their  care  & diligence. 

He  and  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  (his  brother 
in  law)  condemned  the  Snow  Gully  of  London,  and  her 
Loading  they  were  appraifed  at  a low  value.  His  Majefty 
fometime  after  was  pleafed  to  order  them  reftore  to  the  own- 
ers the  veffell  & Loading,  which  they  were  glad  to  take  at 
the  appraifed  value,  belides  the  lofs  they  fuftayned  for  want 
of  their  market  However  Governor  Blake  and  his  confed- 
erates made  great  advantage  by  the  fale  of  thofe  Goods  at 
the  Country  price. 

The  Cole  and  Bean  Galley  of  London  and  Loading 
worth  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  fterl : were  condemned 
and  appraifed  at  not  half  the  value,  the  veffell  was  bought 
by  Loggan  under  hand  for  the  Governor  and  Bellinger,  and 
the  pretended  colledlor  for  much  lefs  than  halfe  what  the 
coft  fetting  out  in  England  ; they  fent  her  to  the  Bay  of 
Campeache  for  Logwood  and  ordered  the  Mafter  to  fell  her, 
and  her  Loading  at  Curafoa  or  Holland. 

He  turned  M*"  Nicholas  Trott  (app^*^  y®  Naval  Officer  by 
the  Lords  Proprietors  and  alfo  by  the  Commiffioners  of  his 
Majeffies  Cuffomes)  out  of  his  place  becaufe  he  was  diligent 
and  faithfull  to  his  truft,  and  put  another  therein,  who  was 
his  confident  and  not  fit  for  the  place. 

North  Carolina.  Thomas  Harvey  late  Governor  was  de- 
puted by  Archdall  he  put  Maff'Ho  great  charges  becaufe 
of  their  veffells  not  being  regiftered,  though  the  time  lymit- 
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ted  for  regiflering  them  was  not  expired.  The  Tobaco 
made  in  that  Province  is  generally  carried  to  Bofton  or  to 
the  Iflands  near  to  Connedlicott  Colony  where  it  is  car- 
ryed  to  Scotland  &c,  which  fraud  ought  fpeedily  to  be 
prevented. 

During  his  Government  his  Majeflys  fliip  Hady  was 
drove  a fhore  upon  the  fands  between  the  Inletts  of  Roan- 
oak  and  Currituck,  the  Inhabitants  robed  her  and  got  fome 
of  her  guns  afhore  and  fhot  into  her  tides  and  difabled  her 
from  getting  off.  The  aftors  were  tryed  and  one  of  the 
chief  was  banifhed.  Henderfon  Walker  the  prefent  Gover- 
nor in  no  fort  fit  for  the  Office.  . . . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ld^^® 

The  many  mifdemeanors  I have  juftly  charged  upon  the 
feverall  Governours  in  the  Proprieties,  arife  chiefly  from  a 
very  great  negleft  in  the  ProprieP®  not  taking  due  care  to 
provide  an  Honorable  Maintenance  for  fupport  of  their 
Governors,  which  is  the  true  reafon  why  no  honefi;  Gentle- 
man of  good  reputation  and  abilities,  to  ferve  his  Majefty  in 
the  Quallity  of  Governors  will  leave  his  Country  to  live 
upon  the  Rapine  and  fpoil  in  the  Proprieties,  as  many  of 
them  have  done  for  feverall  years  laft  pafl;  For  ’tis  eafy  to 
believe  that  Governors  in  fuch  neceffities  will  be  foon 
tempted  to  do  all  unlawfull  things.  Neither  have  they 
taken  any  notice  of  the  frequent  complaints  of  the  grievous 
oppreffions  done  by  their  Governors  to  his  Majeflies  fub- 
jedis,  nor  of  their  exadling  extravagant  Fees  from  Matters 
of  veffells  and  other  Trading  Perfons,  fo  as  to  redrefs  them  ; 
Whereby  lawfull  Traders  have  been  wholly  ruined. 
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They  have  not  at  any  time  (during  the  late  Warr  with 
France)  bought  or  fent  over  any  great  Guns,  or  fmall  Armes 
for  Horfe  or  Foot  Ammunition  of  all  forts,  nor  provided 
fliips  of  Warr  to  be  manned  when  neceffary,  nor  foldiers 
ready  for  the  defence  of  his  Majeftie’s  fubjedls  inhabiting 
thofe  Provinces,  fo  that  all  the  Proprieties  (from  the  Bahama 
Ifland  fouth  beyond  Pemaquid  North)  at  this  time  lie  open 
and  expofed  to  every  invafion,  being  an  eafy  prey  to  their 
mercilefs  and  infulting  Enemys  the  French  and  Spaniards 
&c  : efpecially  South  Carolina,  lying  within  fixty  miles  of 
the  Town  and  Port  of  S^  Auffin,  a place  well  fortyfyed  and 
mand  ; from  whence  I faw  a Lieutenant  and  fix  Spanifh 
foldiers  in  March  1699,  who  came  from  thence  in  a fmall 
Periogua  within  the  Land. 

From  the  confideration  whereof  and  for  the  more  e£fe6l- 
uall  preventing  the  imminent  mine  the  Proprieties  are  in  at 
prefent,  and  alfo  for  the  more  effeduall  fuppreffing  the 
growing  evills  arifing  from  the  arbitrary  praflices  of  their 
Governors  which  the  Proprietors  are  in  no  fort  capable  to 
redrefs. 

Tis  therefore  humbly  propofed 

1.  That  the  Government  of  all  the  Proprieties  on  the 
Continent  of  America  and  Iflands  adjacent  be  forthwith 
vefted  in  the  Crown. 

2.  That  all  the  juft  Rights  & Prop'ties  of  the  feverall 
Proprietors,  and  alfo  of  all  the  Perfons  claiming  by  or  under 
them,  be  continued  and  confirmed  to  them  by  Adt  of  Par- 
liament to  be  enjoyed  in  as  full  and  ample  Manner  as  they 
have  or  may  of  right  enjoy  by  virtue  of  their  refpedlive 
Grants  or  Patents  for  the  fame. 
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By  which  means  they  themfelves  will  be  fully  fecured  in 
all  their  Rights,  under  an  Equall  Adminiflration  of  his 
Majeflies  Government  and  protected  in  their  lives  and  Ef- 
tates  from  Rapine  and  depredation,  The  A6is  of  trade  duly 
obferved  in  all  his  Majeflies  Colonies  and  Provinces,  and  his 
Majeflies  Revenue  yearly  encreafed,  which  will  be  a mighty 
benefit  and  advantage  to  all  his  Majeflies  Subjedls  inhabit- 
ing there. 

And  laflly  their  lands  and  eflates  made  thereby  far  more 
valuable  than  before.  . . . 

All  of  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

E.  Randolph. 


The  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina.,  Vol.  I.  p.  538. 

Aprill  29‘^  1701. 

My  Lords, 

There  being  a Bill  depending  before  the  R*  Hon'"’®  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  for  reuniting  to  the  Crown  the  Government 
of  feverall  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America  and  their 
Lordfliips  having  thereupon  diredled  (as  we  are  informed)  that 
Councill  be  heard  at  their  Bar  tomorrow  being  Wednefday, 
as  well  in  behalf  of  his  Maj*^  as  of  the  Proprietors  concerned 
which  will  require  that  fome  perfon  be  appointed  to  follicite 
the  fame  and  furnifli  what  fhall  be  neceffary  towards  the 
charge  thereof  on  the  Kings  behalf,  wee  offer  to  yoar  Lord- 
fliips,  that  the  Solliciter  of  the  Treafury  may  be  diredled  to 
take  that  care  and  furnifli  the  neceffary  charge  in  afliflance 

to 
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to  M’’  Randolph  who  has  Orders  to  follow  that  matter  we 
are 

My  Lords  Your  Lord^^.^  mofb 

humble  fervants. 

Stamford,  Meadows,  Blathwayt, 
John  Pollexfen,  Abr:  Hill 
Mat:  Prior 

Whitehall 

Aprill  the  29*!'  1701. 


Randolph  to  take  affidavits. 


Colotiial  Records  of  North  Carolina.,  Vol.  I.  p.  538. 

Whitehall^  June  1701 

M*'  Randolph  acquainting  the  Board  that  there  is  now  no 
chance  of  paffing  this  Seffion  the  Bill  which  has  fome  while 
lain  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  reuniting  to  the  Crown 
the  govern^  of  feveral  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America 
And  that  feveral  of  the  witneffes  which  he  had  now  ready 
to  have  produced  about  that  matter  will  not  be  here  at  an- 
other Seffion  of  Parliament,  Their  Lordfhips  defired  him  to 
take  all  their  Affidavits  that  may  be  material  before  a Maf- 
ter  in  Chancery  and  to  lodge  ’em  here  which  he  promifed 
to  do  accordingly/ 

Randolph’s 

^ The  Bill  had  been  pufhed  forward  The  enmity  exifting  between  Sir 
by  Randolph,  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Henry  Afhhurft  and  Mr.  Dudley  was 
BafTe,  but  defeated  by  the  exertions  of  not  allayed  by  time.  See  Some  Corre- 
Sir  Henry  Afhurft.  See  letter  of  Sir  fpondence  betwee7i  the  Gover7iors  and 
Henry  Afhurft  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop,  Treafurers  of  the  New  Englarid  Com- 
10  July,  1701,  in  Maffachufetts  Hifiori-  patiy  hi  London  and  the  Com7nifloners 
cal  Society  ColleRions,  Sixth  Series,  of  the  United  Colo7iies  in  A merica,  Lon- 
Vol.  III.  p.  75.  don,  1897,  p.  92,  for  a letter  of  Mr. 

Jofeph 
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Randolph’s  Memorial  relating  to  his  services  & 

SUFFERINGS. 

Board  of  Trade ^ Plantations  General.,  5.  (E.  13),  20  June  1701. 

To  the  R‘  the  Lords  Commiffio?  for  Trade. 

The  Memoriall  of  Edward  Randolph  Efqy  Surveyor  Gene- 
rali of  the  Cuftomes  in  all  his  Majefties  Colonies,  Provinces 
and  Plantations  on  the  Continent  of  America,  and  Iflands 
Adjacent. 

Your  Lord^.®  were  pleafed  to  lignify  your  Commands  by 
M**  fecretary  Popples  Letter  to  me  (then  in  England)  of  the 
firft  of  April  1697  to  Give  Your  Lord^.^  from  time  to  Time 
an  Account  of  whatfoever  I fliould  Judg  proper  for  Your 
Knowledge,  in  Order  to  his  Ma‘?^  Service  in  any  of  thofe 
Colonies  I fliould  refide  in,  or  through  which  I fhould 
pafs. 

That  in  Purfuance  thereof  I have  given  your  Lord^.^  in  all 
my  Letters  from  thofe  Colonies  &c.  On  the  Continent  of 
America,  & Iflands  Adjacent,  a true  and  Faithfull  Account 
of  Whatfoever  I obferved  Proper  for  YourLord^.®  Knowledg, 
in  Order  to  his  Majefties  fervice. 

That  I have  been  Imprifoned  32  weeks  in  Bermuda  for 
following  your  Lord^.^  Diredtions  in  Tranfmitting  a particu- 
lar ftate  of  the  Adminiflration  of  the  Governours  in  thofe 

Iflands 

Jofeph  Dudley  to  Sir  William  Afhhurft.  men  from  hence,  to  talk  of  things  which 
Governor  of  the  Company.  “ Bofton,  every  body  here  fmiles  at  as  having  no 
New  England  Nov'."  15.  1710.  I have  fhadow  of  foundation,  I heartily  wifli 
been  myielf  very  unfortunate  to  be  S'"  Henry  health,  & a bleffing  upon  his 
perfued  with  great  difpleafure  by  S'"  family  & affure  him  he  is  equally  bound 
Henry  Aflihurft  at  all  times,  who  I doubt  to  blefs  mee  and  mine.” 
is  impofed  upon  by  fome  very  few  & 
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Iflands  as  by  the  Annexed  Coppy  of  the  Depofition  relating 
thereto  does  appear. 

That  I have  been  at  Great  Charges  in  procuring,  and 
fending  your  Lord^.^  Mapps,  and  Draughts  of  places  mofb 
Neceffary  for  your  Lord^.®  Knowledge,  which  your  Lord^.^ 
have  been  pleafed  to  do  me  the  Honour  to  Acknowledge,  in 
Your  Letter  of  the  27°  of  July  1699.  Sent  to  me  During  the 
Time  of  my  Said  Imprifonml  and  to  put  a Vallue  upon  my 
Services  as  ufefull  for  Your  Lord^®  Information  and  alfo  for 
the  Generali  Benefitt,  and  Advantage  of  the  Trade  of  this 
Kingdome,  Whereupon  Your  Lord^.®  did  in  y®  faid  Letter 
affure  me  of  your  readinefs  upon  all  Occafions  to  do  any- 
thing that  might  be  proper  for  my  Encouraging  in  his 
Maties  Service,  with  refpedl  to  my  paft  Services,  and  32 
weeks  fevere  Imprifonment  in  Bermuda. 

I Humbly  intreat  your  Lord^^  favourable  reprefentation 
thereof  to  his  Majefly,  in  fuch  manner,  as  due  confideration 
may  be  had  to  my  Services  and  Sufferings  abroad,  and  to 
my  Attendance  on  your  Lord^.®  when  ever  required.  Since 
my  Arrivall,  as  to  his  Maties  Goodnefs,  and  Wifdome  may 
feem  moft  reafonable. 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 
By 

Ed  Randolph.  S : G. 

Rec^  20*^  June  1701. 

\_Endor/ed~\  Memoriall. 


Randolph’s 
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Randolph’s  Draft  of  Directions  to  be  given  him  by 

Board. 

State  Papers,,  Board  of  Trade,,  Plantations  General,,  Vol.  5.  (E.  16).  24  July 

1701. 

By  the  Rt  Honoh®  the  Lords  Commitlioners  for  Trade  & 
Plantations. 

Wee  doe  herewith  deliver  to  You  a Duplicat  of  the  Body 
of  his  Maj^'f^  Inflruflions  to  the  Govern?  of  all  his  Ma’.' 
Colonyes  and  Plantations  Requiring  You  where  You  fhall 
find  any  Faylure  or  Omiffion  in  any  of  them  in  their  Ob- 
fervation  thereof  to  give  to  Us  & alfo  to  the  Commiff?  of 
His  Maj?  Cuflomes  an  Accol  thereof  And  likewife  in  cafe 
any  of  the  Navall  Officers  or  Colledlors  of  His  Maj?  Cuf- 
tomes  in  the  faid  Colonyes  or  Plantations  fliall  negledl  their 
Duty  in  the  Execution  of  their  Office  That  You  doe  in- 
form Us  & the  Commiff?  of  His  Maj?  Cuftomes  thereof  That 
all  due  Care  may  be  forthwith  taken  for  the  Regulation  of 
the  fame. 

July  24:  EdRaNDOLPH. 

1701. 

\_Endor/ed~\  Draught  of  a Lre  of  Dire6lions 
propofed  by  Mf  Randolph  to  be 
given  to  him  by  this  Board. 

Red  26*^  y July 
Read  30?  j 1701. 


Memorial 
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Memorial  from  M*?  Randolph  abT  the  Acts  of  Trade. 

Board  of  Trade^^Journal.,  Vol.  14.  p.  407.  10  Apr.  1702. 

Plan : GeiV! 

& Trade. 

A Memorial  from  Mr  Randolph  fhewing  the  Defeds 
in  the  feveral  Ads  relating  to  Trade,  & propofing  a 
Method  to  render  them  more  effeduall  in  the  Planta- 
tions, was  laid  before  the  Board,  and  he  was  thereupon 
appointed  to  call  on  Tuefday  next  in  order  to  the  tak- 
ing the  fame  into  Confideration. 

Endorsement  only  remaining. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  Plantations  General,  Vol.  5.  (E.  34). 

\_Endorfed~\  Plan".®  Gen! 

Mem!  from  Mf  Randolph 
fhewing  y®  Defeds 
in  the  feveral  Ads 
relating  to  Trade,  and 
propofing  a Method  to 
render  them  more 
effedual  in  the 
Plantations. 

Rec'!  "I  April 
Read  13^’'  ) 1702. 
vide  Trade  Bundle.  E.  N°.  9. 

Randolph’s  Memorial. 

Board  of  Trade,  Trade  Papers,  No.  15.  p.  427.  13  Apr.  1702. 

Memorial  from  M!  Randolph  fliewing  the  Defeds  in  the 
feveral  Ads  relating  to  Trade  and  Propofing  a Method  to 
render  more  Effedual  in  the  Plantations. 


Secretary 
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Secretary  Popple  to  Sir  Thomas  Lane,  Kn^  & 

Alderman. 

New  JerJey  Archives.^  Fir Jl  Series.,  Vol.  II.  p.  473. 

Sir, 

The  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  have 
ordered  me  to  fend  you  the  inclofed  Copies  of  Papers  . . . 
I am  alfo  to  acquaint  you,  that,  upon  their  defire.  Summons 
have  been  given  them  for  Coll : Quarry,  M*”  Randolph,  IVP 
Bafs,  and  IVP  Jofhua  Barkflead,to  attend  this  Board  on  Wed- 
nefday  next  at  ten  a Clock  in  the  Morning  (the  time  already 
appointed  for  hearing  what  may  be  offered  relating  to  Coll : 
Hamilton's  being  appointed  Governour  of  New  Jerfey)  And 
that  if  you  defire  Summons  for  any  other  perfons  to  attend 
at  the  fame  time,  they  fliall  be  fent  to  you.  I am 

&c.  W“  Popple. 

Whitehal  May  28^*^  1702. 


Whitehal.  June  the  1702. 


Board  of  Trade,  Journal,  Entry  Book,  Vol.  15.  pp,  53-60. 


At  a Meeting  of  Her  Majefby's  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations 


[sic : some  pp. 
headed  July  ist, 
but  this  evidently 

an  error,  since  the  -r,/'  tm  h/t  ^ iv/r 

proceedings  are  Profont : Mf  Cecil,  Sir  Ph : Meadowes,  Mr 

all  those  of  June 

Blathwayt,  Mr  Pollexfen,  Mr  Prior. 

Pennfylva^  | Colonel  Quary  and  Mr  Penn  attending 

Quary.  Penn  j according  to  appointment  in  reference  to 
the  Complaints  of  Irregularities  in  Pennfylvania,  Their 
Lordfhips  proceeded  in  confidering  yf  Abflrafl;  of  Articles 
entered  upon  at  their  hearing  the  19^!'  of  the  lafl  month. 

The 


2 So  Edward  Randolph. 

The  third  of  thofe  Articles  with  M"  Penns  anfwer  to  it, 
and  Colonel  Quarys  Reply,  were  then  read:  Upon  which 
Mi;  Penn  readily  acknowledged  that  he  had  given  Commif- 
fions  to  two  Sheriffs  to  be  Water  Baylifs;  So  that  the 
Queftion  (he  faid)  remains  only  whether  that  power  did  be- 
long unto  him  or  to  the  Admiralty. 

Colonel  Quary  offered  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  is 
fettled  by  Virtue  of  an  A6l  paff  in  the  and  8^!'  years  of 
the  late  King  for  preventing  Frauds  and  regulating  Abufes 
&c?  He  defired  that  a Copy  of  one  of  thofe  Commiffions 
which  was  given  to  Thomas  Farmer  high  Sheriff  of  Phila- 
delphia County  [and  is  Proprie?  F.  6o]  might  be  read, 
which  was  accordingly  done : And  he  complained  that  not 
only  by  that,  but  by  the  General  pradfice  of  the  Government 
there,  in  bringing  all  Tryals  relating  to  Breaches  of  the 
A6ls  for  Trade  into  the  Courts  of  the  Country  Mr  Penn 
had  affumed  all  the  Powers  of  his  Admiralty  Commiffion 
and  that  the  intent  of  the  forefaid  A6f  of  Parliamt  was  fruf- 
ftrated : And  in  proof  of  their  bringing  thofe  caufes  into 
their  Courts,  he  defired  that  Mr  Robert  Aflitons  Letter  to 
Mr  Penn  of  the  I7‘^  Decembr  1701  [which  is  Pennfylvania 
I 1^  20]  might  be  read  ; which  wis  done  accordingly. 

He  next  Shewed  to  the  Board  part  of  a Letter  from  Mr 
John  More  & to  himfelf,  concerning  the  favour  fliewn  by  by 
\^Jic\  Government  of  Pennfylvania  to  one  Righton  the  Matter 
of  a Veffel  who  had  been  divers  times  concerned  in  carrying 
on  illegal  Trade:  And  in  Teftimony  of  Rightons  practices 
of  that  kind,  he  appealed  to  Mr  Randolph  & Mr  Bafs  here 
prefent,  who  confirmed  the  fame,  and  particularly  inflanced 
his  having  formerly  been  brought  up  to  Burlington  in  Weft 

Jerfey, 
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Jerfey,  and  there  favoured  in  like  manner  by  Colonel 
Hamilton. 

To  thefe  things  Mr  Penn  anfvvered  that  he  had  advifed 
with  the  befl  Lawyers,  and  had  been  told  by  them  that  the 
Commiffions  granted  by  him  to  Water  Bayliffs  are  within 
the  powers  of  his  patent,  and  that  in  many  cafes  the  pro- 
ceedings in  purfuance  of  the  Powers  given  by  Admiralty 
Commiffions  are  reverfible  by  Common  law;  And  he  there- 
fore delired  that  Council  on  both  fides  Civilians  and  com- 
mon Lawyers  may  be  heard,  and  the  Boundaries  of  thefe 
Jurifdidlions  fully  fettled,  before  any  refolution  be  taken 
upon  this  head. 

He  added  that  notwithffcanding  his  right,  he  had  been  fo 
defirous  of  keeping  faire  with  Colonel  Ouary,  that  upon 
his  firfl  Complaint  of  this  Water  Bayliff  Commiffion  he  had 
checked  the  officer  and  recalled  the  Commiffion ; fo  that  no 
further  Commiffion  have  been  made  upon  it. 

The  fourth  Article  of  the  Abfhradt  of  Complaints  together 
with  Mr  Penns  anfwer  and  Colonel  Quarys  Reply,  was 
then  read ; Whereupon  Col : Quary  after  having  referr’d 
himfelf  to  the  Addreffes.  from  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
three  lower  Counties  [pennfylvania  I nf 7 andt^i]  he 
reprefented  yf  neceffity  of  a fettled  Militia,  from  the  Exam- 
ple of  her  Majefly’s  other  Governments  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  and  faid  that  without  it  the  Country  cannot  be  fafe 
either  againfl  Pirates  by  Sea,  or  the  Incurfions  of  Indians 
or  Enemies  by  Land : and  in  confirmation  of  that  opinion 
he  laid  before  the  Board  a Depofition  made  by  Mr  Robert 
Snead  the  26^!'  of  November  lafl  before  Colonel  Nicholfon 
in  Vi  rginia. 
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Edward  Randolph. 

To  this  Ml:  Penn  replyed  that  they  are  in  no  fear  of  an 
Enemy  by  land,  becaufe  the  Queens  Colonies  do  lye  be- 
tween them  and  the  French  and  that  the  beft  Security  for 
all  the  Plantations  by  Sea  as  well  againft  Enemies  as  Pirates 
is  Shipping. 

And  whereas  it  was  objedled  to  him  that  the  Government 
of  Pennfylvania  had  been  reftored  to  him  upon  Condition 
that  he  fliould  fettle  a Militia  for  the  Security  of  it,  he  ab- 
folutely  denyed  that  he  ever  made  any  promife  to  do  fo : 
But  acknowledged  that  he  promifed  to  ufe  his  Endeavours 
towards  the  procuring  a Quota  of  Affiflance  for  New  York, 
which  he  did  accordingly  and  Succeeded  in  it. 

As  to  the  fetling  \_Jic\  a Militia  he  further  added  that 
the  Commiffions  given  by  Colonel  Fletcher  are  flil 
in  force,  and  that  before  his  coming  away  from  thence  he 
called  feveral  of  the  Captains  before  him,  and  afked  them 
why  they  did  not  execute  their  Commiffions. 

The  fifth  Article  of  the  forefaid  Abftra6l,  anfwer  and 
reply  were  then  read;  which  relating  to  the  Indians,  Col: 
Quary  afirmed  that  he  himfelf  was  an  Eye  Witnefs  of  a 
great  many  Strange  Indians  coming  from  Ml:  Penn  to  defire 
a Settlement  in  that  Government,  & that  one  of  thofe  Na- 
tions had  formerly  refided  in  the  Government  of  MaryP  but 
complained  that  upon  Sufpicion  of  their  having  killed  fome 
,Englifh  they  had  been  unkindly  ufed  there,  and  that  M! 
Penn  replyed  that  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  killing  any 
Englifh,  he  could  not  protedl  them,  but  if  not  they  fhould 
be  welcome. 

To  this  Mu  Penn  anfwered  that  all  the  feveral  Nations  of 
Indians  here  mentioned  by  Colonel  Quary  do  not  in  whole 

amount 
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amount  to  300:  And  for  a more  particular  account  of  that 
Tranfadlion  he  refer’d  himfelf  to  the  Indenture  of  aoree- 

O 

ment  he  made  with  them  [Proprieties  I "1^21.]  To  his 
written  anfwer  to  this  article ; and  to  a Letter  from  one  Mon- 
fieur  le  Tont  a French  man  who  has  lived  many  years  in 
that  Country,  which  he  now  left  with  the  Board  for  their 
Confideration. 

Ordered  that  both  Parties  attend  again  on  Thurfday 
morning  next,  in  order  to  the  further  Confideration  of  thefe 
matters. 


Reply  of  several  of  the  Proprietors  of  New  Jersey 

TO  THE  COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  AnDREW  HAMILTON. 

[Extra6l.] 

New  Jerfey  Archives,  Firjl  Series,  Vol.  II.  p.  475. 

Coll : Hamilton  was  Governour  of  thefe  two  Provinces  for 
the  Space  of  nine  or  Ten  years  to  the  good  liking  of  Prop’rs 
and  people.  ...  We  have  heard  that  one  Randolph  (a  noted 
Enemy  to  Coll : Hamilton)  did  Some  time  agoe  Exhibit  to 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a Complaint  and 
accufation  as:ainfb  the  Said  Colonel  and  others  about  Illeo^al 
Trade,  and  we  heard  he  was  So  farr  from  making  good  any 
Such  accufation  that  it  was  Thrown  out  as  Groundlefs,  which 
we  believe  to  have  come  under  the  Notice  of  this  Hono’ble 
Board,  and  his  now  accufers  were  So  farr  from  accufing  him 
whilft  he  was  here,  that  they  Joyned  with  us  in  Application 
to  your  Lordfliips,  for  his  approbation.  . . . [June  3^^  1702.] 


Edward 
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Edward  Randolph  to  Board  of  Trade. 

Board  of  Trade  Proprieties Vol.  6.  K.  5.  16  June,  1702. 

Articles  aga!  William  Penn  Efqr  pretended  Governor  of 
the  three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware  Bay  in  America. 

1°  He  aflumes  y®  Governm!  of  y®  three  Lower  Counties 
haveing  no  Legall  right  or  power  fo  to  do. 

2°  He  lays  Taxes  & Levies  Money  upon  her  Ma^?®  Sub- 
jedts  Inhabiting  there,  & Enadis  Cuftoms  & lays  p Tunn 
upon  all  fforeign  Veffells  which  is  deflrudtive  to  yf  Trade  of 
England,  whilft  y®  Inhabitants  fhip  off  great  quantities  of 
Tobacco  yearly  from  thence  to  Scotland,  diredlly. 

3^  He  has  not  qualifyed  himfelf  to  be  Governor  by  being 
firft  allowed  of  by  his  late  Order  in  Councill  befor 
he  enter'd  upon  the  Governm!  of  his  Province,  as  by  the 
Adi  for  preventing  frauds  & regulating  Abufes  in  y!  Planta- 
tion Trade,  made  in  the  of  his  Late  Ma\^ 

He  hath  (Since  he  went  over  laft  to  his  Province) 
made  Laws  deftrudlive,  & Repugnant  to  the  Adis  of  Trade 
& Navigation,  But  for  y?  Encouragm!  of  Illegall  Traders. 

He  hath  affumed  to  himfelf  y®  third  part  of  all  penal- 
ties, and  fforfeitures  Granted  to  her  Ma\^  her  Heirs  and 
Succeffo?  by  the  faid  Adi  for  preventing  ffrauds  &c.  which 
were  not  before  particularly  difpofed  of  in  yf  faid  Adi.. 

6^7  His  late  Governor  Mf  Markham  hath  alfo  affum’d  to 
himfelf  her  Majefties  third  part  of  two  fforfeitures  and  con- 
verted them  to  his  Own  Ufe. 

y^Y  The  ff  Markham  did  on  y®  3o^^  of  July  1689  illegally  & 
arbitrarily  Imprifon  the  Surveyo*^  Gen?  of  her  Ma?®^  Cuffoms, 

& 
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& threatned  to  keep  him  a Clofe  prifonf  untill  he  had  de- 
liver’d up  to  the  faid  Markham  y®  Plantacon  Bond  of  loco^^ 
enter’d  into  by  John  Deplovey  Merchl  in  Philadelphia,  who 
was  fecurity  w^^  Stephen  Blackleech  Mr  of  y®  Briganteen 
George  of  New  England  forfeited  for  breach  of  y®  A6ls  of 
Trade.  By  wTich  means  y®  profecucon  agal  Deplovey  {who 
w^as  then  a man  of  good  Eftate,  but  fmee  infolvent)  is  wholly 
ftopt,  Her  Ma^^  loofes  the  Debt  & y®  Bond  is  deliver’d  up  to 
y®  faid  Markham  by  the  profecuto’’  before  he  could  be  fet  at 
Liberty. 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted  by 

Ed  Randolph  S : G : 

June ; i6  : 1702  : 


\^Endorfed  Penfylvania 

Meml  from  Mf  Randolph 
containing  Articles  of 
Complaints  againft 
Mr  Penn 


Whitehal.  June  17T  1702. 

Boat'd  of  Trade,  Journal,  Etitry  Book,  Vol.  1 5.  pp.  90-91. 

At  a meeting  of  her  Majefty’s  Comm?  for  Trade  and 
Plantations. 

Prefent : Mr  Cecil,  Sir  Ph : Meadowes,  Mr  Blathwayt,  Mr 
Pollexfen,  Mr  Prior. 

Mr  Randolph  laid  before  the  Board,  a Paper  of 

Penn  sylvan"  ^ ^ * 

Paperra^g°amst  ( Articlos  againft  Mf  Penn,  which  were  read:  And 
Mr  Penn  tliofe  Articles  relating  to  Mr  Mark- 

ham’s Imprifoning  Mr  Randolph  in  the  year  1689,  until  he 

had 
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had  delivered  up  to  him  a Plantation  Bond  of  looo^^  was 
confirmed  by  Col.  Quary  here  prefent : Whereupon  ordered 
that  when  Mr  Penn  comes  next  to  this  Board,  he  be  afked 
concerning  the  State  of  that  matter,  and  where  the  Said 
Bond  now  is. 


Surveyor  General  Randolph  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 

ADVERSE  TO  AnDREW  HAMILTON. 

New  Jerfey  Archives.,  Fh'Jl  Series,  Vol.  II.  p.  481.  18  June  1702. 

A Paper  from  Mr  Randolph  containing  Complaints  agl 
Coll : Hamilton  Govr  of  Weft  New  Jerfey,  with  relation  to 
illegal  Trade. 

To  the  Right  Hon^!®  the  Lords  Comm?  for  Trade 
May  it  pleafe  y'^  Lordpt^ 

That  during  the  time  of  my  Survey  in  the  Severall  Col- 
onys  & plantations  made  in  y®  year  1695  • ^ found  in  the 
Bookes  of  James  Williams  the  Colledlor  of  y®  Cuftoms  in  y® 
Province  of  Pennfilvania  an  Entry,  viz:  1695-.  William 
Wrighton  Mr  of  the  William  & Mary:  of  London,  bound 
to  New  Caftle  in  Eng!^  with  180:  Hogg^f  of  tobacco  aboard: 
but  he  went  direftly  to  Scotland.  Wrighton  at  his  return 
to  pennfilvania  imported  30:  or  30  Tuns  of  Scotch 

Cole  from  Scotland : & in  his  way  going  up  with  them 
aboard  to  Burlington  was  feized  by  Cap  Thomas  Meech 
Command’'  of  a fmall  veffell  Sett  out  by  Coll  Nicholfon 
Gou’'  of  Maryland  with  power  to  feize  all  illegal  Traders. 
Coll:  Andrew  Hamilton  then  Govr  of  W : New  Jerfey 
denied  Meechs  power  to  feize : afterwards  Edw'^  Hunlock 

whom 
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whom  I deputed  Coll : of  that  province  feized  her  but  did 
not  profecute  her  becaufe  Coll  Hamilton  had  upon  a peti- 
tion of  Maurice  Trent  y®  Owner  & with  Wrighton  the  M" 
of  y®  William  & Mary  Briganteen  fetting  forth  that  yf 
french  tooke  their  Clerings  for  the  Cole  in  Liverpool  Eng'^ : 
from  them  at  Sea  permitted  the  Veffel  to  be  apprized:  & 
accepted  of  their  Bond  to  produce  Certificates  thereof  in  a 
yeares  Tyme  It  appeares  by  H unlocks  letter  to  me  that 
there  was  a Bond  given  by  Trent  to  Wrighton  & by  the 
Copy  of  my  letter  to  H unlock  to  profecute  the  Bond  but  I 
find  no  reafon  for  their  Giving  fuch  a Bond  but  to  gett 
their  veffel  free  from  the  profecution. 

About  y®  year  1698,  I diputed  Coll:  Baffe,  then  the  Govf 
of  the  Jerfeys  to  demand  the  Bond  of  Coll  Hamilton  & to 
putt  it  in  Suit.  But  he  told  him  that  if  he  had  the  Bond  I 
fhould  not  have  it  nor  would  he  deliver  it  to  any  I fhould 
order  to  receive  it.  which  Coll  Baffe  when  demanded  will 
make  appear. 

Coll  Hamilton  has  deflroyed  a Bond  of  about  20o£  to 
the  King : which  he  is  certainly  accountable  for  to  his 
Ma^'®.  This  I certify  as  farr  as  I have  difcovered  out  of 
Cap  Meech’s  Journall  & other  papers  relating  to  the  Brig- 
ant  William  & Mary 

J-  [E]  Randolph  : S : G : 

18  : June  1702 


Edward 
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Edward  Randolph’s  Will. 

Hijlorical  Papers.,  by  C.  W.  Tuttle,  p.  280. 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen.  This  fifteenth  day  of  June, 
in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  Thoufand  feaven  hundred  and 
two,  I,  Edward  Randolph,  Erq*",  Surveyour-Gen^^  of  Her 
Ma—  Cuftomes  in  all  her  Plantations  and  Colonies  in 
America,  found  of  body  and  memory,  thanks  be  given  to 
Allmighty  God  for  all  his  mercies,  yet  neverthelefs  taking 
into  my  ferious  confideration  the  frailty  of  human  life,  and 
being  about  to  make  my  feaventeenth  fea- voyage  to  America, 
doe  make  this  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament  in  manner  and 
forme  following.  After  having  comended  my  foul,  body, 
and  eftate  to  the  mercies  and  protection  of  Allmighty  God, 
hoping  for  falvation  at  my  diffolution  through  the  merits  of 
my  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  I difpofe  of  my 
temporall  eftate  wherewith  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  blefs  me, 
as  followeth  ; viz.  I doe  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
yoLingeft  daughter,  Sarah  Randolph  (whoe  is  otherwife  un- 
provided for),  all  fuch  fumme  and  fummes  of  money  as  are 
or  fhall  be  due  to  me  of  my  fallary  as  Surveyor-General, 
payable  from  the  Commiffioners  of  Her  Ma—  Cuftomes  for 
the  time  being,  and  which  I have  not  allready  given  to  my 
daughter  Williams  or  to  my  daughter  Deborah  Randolph, 
which  faid  falary  is  ufually  received  and  paid  for  me  by  my 
Worthy  friend  Richard  Savage,  Efqf  And  in  cafe  it  fliould 
pleafe  God  that  my  faid  daughters  Williams  and  Deborah, 
or  either  of  them,  fhall  happen  to  dye  in  the  life-time  of  my 
faid  daughter  Sarah,  then  I doe  will  and  bequeath  fuch  parte 
and  parts  of  my  faid  fallary  as  I have  ordered  to  be  paid  to 

them. 
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them,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  thenceforth  paid  to  my  faid 
daughter  Sarah  ; and  I doe  alfo  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
faid  daughter  Sarah  all  my  plate  which  I leave  in  the  hands 
of  my  loving  friend  Mr.  Edward  Jones  of  the  Savoy,  and  all 
fuch  fumme  and  fummes  of  money  as  is  or  fliall  be  recov- 
ered for  my  ufe  of  Gilbert  Nelfon,  late  Chiefe  Juflice  of  the 
Ifland  of  Burmuda,  whether  the  fame  be  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Samuell  Spofforth  or  any  other  perfon  whomfoever,  and 
all  fuch  fummes  of  money  as  fliall  be  recovered  for  my  ufe 
of  George  Plater,  Efqf,  living  in  Potuxent,  in  the  province  of 
Maryland,  and  which  the  faid  Plater  hath  or  may  receive 
for  my  ufe  of  Samuell  Willfon  or  any  other  perfon,  and  all 
and  fmgular  debts  due  and  payable,  or  which  fhall  be  here- 
after due  or  payable  to  me.  But  in  cafe  my  faid  daughter 
Sarah  fhall  happen  to  depart  this  life  before  flie  attaine 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  be  married  (which  I enjoine 
and  require  her  not  to  doe  without  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  Mrs.  Mary  Fog,  and  Nathaniell  Bladen  of  Lincoln’s 
Inn,  Efqr,  thereunto  in  writing  firff  had  and  obtained),  then 
I will  that  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Pirn,  and  (if  fhe  be  dead) 
her  fon  Mr.  Charles  Pirn,  or  her  and  his  children,  fliall  have 
all  that  is  herein  bequeathed  to  my  faid  daughter  Sarah. 
But  if  neither  my  faid  daughter  Pirn,  nor  her  faid  fon 
Charles,  nor  any  child  or  children  of  hers  or  his  fhall  be 
living,  then  I will  that  whatfoever  I have  herein  bequeathed 
to  my  faid  daughter  Sarah  fhall  go  to  my  daughters  Williams 
and  Deborah  and  their  children  equally,  and  I doe  hereby 
conffitute  and  appoint  my  faid  daughter  Sarah  foie  executrix 
of  this  my  laft  will  and  Teftament,  by  thefe  prefents  revok- 
ing and  annulling  all  former  wills  by  me  made  heretofore 
VOL.  V.- 37  and 
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and  declared  by  word  or  writing,  and  this  only  to  be  taken 
for  my  lafl  will  and  Teftament. 

In  witness  whereof  I have  hereby  declared  and  publifhed 
this  to  be  my  lafl;  will  and  Teflament,  the  day  and  yeare 
above  written  in  the  prefence  of  Humphrey  Walcot,  Gent., 
Mrs.  Catherine  Bladen,  and  Nathaniel  Bladen. 


Witnefs,  Humphrey  Walcott, 

Catherine  Bladen, 

Nathaniel  Bladen. 

7 Dec.  1703.  Adminiftration  to  Sarah,  wife  of  John 
Howard,  Guardian  affigned  to  Sarah  Randolph,  a minor, 
dau’’  and  Executrix  named  in  the  Will  of  Edward  Randolph, 
late  of  Acquamat  in  Virginia,  deceafed. 


Whitehal.  June  24"^.“  1702. 

Bovr7i  of  Trade.,  Jotirnal.,  Vol.  15.  p.  100. 

At  a Meeting  of  her  Majefty’s  Comm?  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations. 

Prefent:  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  Lord  Dartmouth, 
My  Cecil,  Sir  Ph.  Meadowes,  Mr  Blathwayt,  Mr  Pollexfen, 
Mr  Prior. 

A Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Nottinsfha  relating  to 

Pennnsylvaa.  ^ o o 

Lre^o’Eariof  Colonol  Quary’s  Services  &cf  purfuant  to  the 
Nottingham.  Diredflons  given  yefterday,  was  Signed  and  Sent. 

A 
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Lre  to  Colonel  A Letter  to  Colonel  Quary,  relating  to  the 

Quary.  Addrefs  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  three  Lower 

Counties  adjoyning  to  Pennfylvania,  was  figned,  and  deliv- 
ered to  Mr  Bafs,  who  called  for  it  by  Colonel  Quary’s 
Order. 


Plan? Genii  Randolpli  acqualnted  the  Board  that  he  is 

Randolph.  vpon  his  Departure  for  America,  and  defired 

that  he  may  be  favourably  remembered  in  cafe  any  oppor- 
tunity offer  of  procuring  him  fome  Imployment  which  may 

afford  him  a Competent  Subfiftence  in  England  ; Where- 
upon their  Lordfhips  affuring  him  of  their  readinefs  to 
affift  him  as  may  be  proper  for  them,  defired  him  in  his 
abfence  from  hence  to  continue  his  Correfpondence  as 
formerly. 


CoL.  F.  Nicholson  to  the  Board.  [Undated.] 


Edward 
fliore.  I 


Concerning  ye 
death  of  Edward 
Randolph  Esqr, 
and  an  humble 
proposal  and  re- 
quest that  Col. 
Robert  Quary 
may  succeed  in  ye 
surveyr  gehlls 
place,  and  if  neces- 
sary, yt  a bond  be 
given  for  his 
good  behavior  by 
me  F.  N. 

And  I’m 


Board  of  Trade ^ Virgmia.,  Vol.  10.  K.  i,  1703. 

{Pqftfcript) 

Randolph  Efq*"  dyed  in  April  laft,  on  y^  eaftern 
have  given  y®  hon^l®  Col.  Robert  Quary  an  accl 
thereof,  and  I hope  to  fee  him  here  next  moneth, 
in  order  to  examine  the  accompts  &c.  of  y^  Col- 
ledlors  and  naval  Officers.  I’m  in  great  hopes  y‘ 
y®  hoffi!®  Commiffin’’.^  of  her  Maj^P  Cuftoms  will 
think  him  a proper  perfon  in  all  refpedls  to  fuc- 
ceed  Efq""  Randolph  as  furveyor  general  of  her 
Maj®‘.y  cuftoms  in  this  Continent  of  America, 
an  humble  Interceffor  to  yo*"  Lordfhips  on  his  be- 
half 
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half  for  y®  place : and  for  his  good  behaviour  &c.  in  it,  a 
Bond,  if  required,  fliall  be  given  by 

Fr  : Nicholson. 


\_Endor/ed^  Virginia 

Lre  from  Col.  Nicholfon  to  the  Board, 
of  \_blaJik~\  1703. 

Rec'l  06lf  5^^  1703* 

Read  8‘^  D° 


Rec'?  by  Chriflop'  Fogg 
Com'^.^  of  the  Falmouth. 


Whitehall.  October  i F ” 1703. 

Board  of  Trade.,  Journal.,  Vol.  i6.  p.  213. 

At  a meeting  of  Her  Majefty’s  Comm?  for  Trade  & 

Plantations. 

Prefent : Lord  Dartmouth,  Mf  Cecil,  Si  Ph : Meadowes, 
Ml  Blathwayt,  Ml  Pollexfen 

Ordered  that  a Copy  of  that  part  of  Colonel  Nicholfons 
Virgin^.  Lre  without  Date,  which  relates  to  the  Death  of 
Randolphs  Death,  Randolph,  be  fent  to  Ml  Sanfom  to  be  laid 

before  the  Comm?  of  the  Cuflomes. 

\_See  B.  T.  Virginia,  Vol.  10.  K.  i.] 


M^l  Sansom  to  W"  Popple. 

Board  of  Trade.,  Virgmia,  Vol.  10.  K 22.  14  0(51.  1703. 

Si 

I have  Communicated  to  the  Comm?  your  Letter  of  the 
i2^!Tnriwith  the  Extradlof  a Letter  from  Colonel  Nichollfon 
Governour  of  Virginia  Recommending  Col!  Quarry  to  Suc- 
ceed Ml  Randolph  as  Surveyl  Generali  of  her  Ma?  Cuf- 

tomes, 
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tomes,  upon  the  Continent  of  America.  And  am  Dire6led 
to  Acquaint  you,  That  this  Board  has  had  Long  Experience 
of  the  Ability  and  Defert  of  Col  Quarry,  And  had  fo  good 
an  Efteem  of  his  Services  Relating  to  this  Revenue,  That  be- 
fore the  Receipt  of  your  faid  Letter,  They  had  Refolued  to 
Prefent  him  to  that  Imployment,  And  accordingly  a Pre- 
fen tment  is  Prepared  and  Lodg’d  at  the  Treary  Chambers 
againft  my  Lord  Trear  comes  to  Towne. 

I am 

Sr 

Your  mofl  humble  Servant 

In.  Sansom. 

Cuftome  houfe  London 
14^!'  Odtober  1703. 

\Endorfed\  Virginia. 

Lre  from  M"  Sanfom  in  Anfwer 

to  one  writ  him  the  12  inftant,  relating 

to  Colonel  Quary.  Dated  the  14  ditto  1703. 

Rec^  the  18  Odfober  > 

V 1703* 

Read  20  f 

To  Willm  Popple  Efqf  Secfy  to  the  R!  Hono^l®  the  Lords  Comm^"  for  Trade 
& Plantations. 


CoL.  Quary  to  the  Comm*".^  of  the  Customs. 

Board  of  Trade.  Plantations  General.^  Vol.  7.  F.  38.  15  06f.  1703. 

May  it  Pleafe  your  Hon? 

Inclofed  is  the  coppy  of  my  laft  from  Penfilvania  of  y®  4*.^ 
Augufl ; fince  I haue  travelled  through  y®  Province  of 
Maryland  and  vifitted  all  the  officers  in  y®  feverall  Rivers 
on  the  Weflern  Shore  in  that  Goverm!  .... 


I 
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I have  in  my  former  laid  before  your  Hon?  y®  ftate  of  her 
Majties  Revenue  in  Penfilvania  for  about  nine  or  ten  years 
paft.  I fliewed  what  part  of  it  hath  been  received  by  Mr  Ran- 
dolph, and  what  remains  flill  in  y®  hands  of  y®  former  Col- 
ledl?  and  others  of  w*"^  I have  full  proofe : nothing  hinders 
y®  recovering  y®  mony,  which  is  confiderable,  but  your  Hon? 
orders  & a perfon  impowered  as  her  Maj^’?  Atturney  Gen”  to 
difcharge  y®  party,  y®  want  of  which  is  y®  only  pretence  they 
have  to  keep  her  Majties  mony  fo  long  in  their  hands : this 
I have  fully  reprefented  to  your  Hon’’®,  and  therefore  will 
not  take  up  your  time  now.  I likewife  acquainted  your 
Hon?  y!  Mr  Penns  Navall  Officers  do  refufe  to  deliver  me 
y®  forfeited  Bonds,  y^  I might  put  them  in  fuit  for  y®  Queen, 
under  pretence  y^  they  want  an  ord'’  from  yo*"  Hon?.  I think 
my  felf  fufficiently  qualifyed  to  demand  them  ex  officio,  as  I 
am  impowered  by  your  Hon?  as  yo*"  Surveyor  Gen”;  but 
they  are  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  this  ffiuffie  to  delay  time, 
knowing  y^  fome  of  their  friends  are  concerned  and  will 
be  brought  on  y®  ftage  when  fome  of  thofe  Bonds  are  put  in 
fuit 

Mr  Randolph’s  Papers  are  difperfed  in  fev”  Places  of  y® 
Country:  I will  endeavour  to  colledl  them.  Yol"  Hon? were 
pleafed  to  fend  over  feverall  pair  of  Milliards  for  weighing 
Tob?;  they  are  alfo  very  much  difperfed,  but  not  where  they 
ought:  I will  take  care  y*  they  be  difpofed  of  where  moft  for 
her  Majties  fervice. 

Mr  Randolph  fince  his  laft  coming  over  feized  two  fhips 
without  y®  leaft  ground  y‘  I could  find;  one  in  Maryland, 
which  was  cleared  and  y®  owners  fued  him  for  damage  ; the 
other  a little  before  his  death  on  y®  Eaflern  Shore  in  Virg^ 

1 
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I have  examined  into  y®  matter  and  can’t  find  y®  leafl  Culler 
for  it : the  pretence  was  a pcell  of  Irilh  Linnen  for  which 
there  is  a true  and  full  Certificate  y*  y®  duty  was  paid  in 
England.® 

I will  not  trefpafs  further  on  your  Hon?  time,  but  refer  to 
my  next  and  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf 

Your  Hon? 

Moft  obedient  Humble  Serv^ 

RobT  Quaky. 

Virg*  06lob’’  y*  1 5? 

^703* 

\Endorfed~\ 

(i.)  My  Letter  to  the  Hon?’®  the  Comifl?  of  her  Cuftomesof  the 

15  th  gber  1703. 

(2.)  Plan  tat:  Gen” 

Copy  of  a Lre  from  Col : Quarry  to  the  Comm?  of  the  Cuftoms,  with  an 
acc*  of  his  Proceedings  in  his  Progrefs  thro’  Maryland  & Virginia  ; dated 
in  Virg^  the  15  06tob  : 1703. 

referred  to  in  his  Lre  to  the  Board  of  15  Odlober  laft. 

Rec”  9 Decern'  ■> 

Read  16?  Feb'V  > ^ ^ 

Colonel 


® In  the  Records  of  the  Court  of 
Afh/lants  of  the  Colony  of  Maffachii- 
fetts  Bay,  Vol.  IL,  now  in  prefs  under 
the  able  fupervifion  of  John  Noble, 
Efq.,  who  has  kindly  allowed  the  proof 
flieets  to  be  examined,  feveral  cafes  are 
reported,  the  Affiftants  fitting  as  a 
Court  of  Appeals  or  a Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, which  have  been  mentioned  in 
the  firft  volume  of  the  prefent  work 
under  the  years  1680,  1682,  1683.  In 
each  cafe  judgment  was  given  againft 
Randolph  as  royal  Colledlor,  and  againft 
Bernard  Randolph  acting  as  Deputy 
Colle<51;or.  See  pages  160,  209,  210, 
219,  220,  230.  On  page  220,  under 


date  of  14  September,  1682,  is  the  fol- 
lowing entry : “ The  Gotl  & magifts 
voted  that  the  bills  of  Cofts  &c.  ag‘ 
m'’  Randolph  fhould  be  fufpended  till 
the  Councill  take  further  ord^”  On 
page  298,  under  date  of  15  April,  1686, 
about  a month  before  Jofeph  Dudley 
affumed  the  office  of  Prefident  by  royal 
appointment,  the  charter  of  the  Colony 
having  been  annulled,  there  are  entries 
relating  to  Samuel  Shrimpton,  who  had 
denied  the  legal  exiftence  of  the  Court 
of  Affiflants.  The  cafe  againft  him 
feems  to  have  been  terminated  by  the 
diffolution  of  the  Charter  government. 
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Colonel  Quaky  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[Extradl.] 

New  yerfey  Archives Fir/i  Series.,  Vol.  III.  p.  7. 

I do  moft  humbly  beg  your  Lordfps  favour  in  recom- 
mending me  to  yf  Honb^®  y.®  Commiff"^  of  her  Majties  Cuf- 
toms,  and  to  yf  Rf  Hon^l®  the  Lord  High  Treafc  y^  I may 
Succeed  1\L  Randolph  as  Surveyf  Gen!^  of  North  America,  the 
duty  of  which  place  I have  difcharged  ever  fince  I returned 
lad;  to  America,  by  virtue  of  a power  from  yf  Hon^^®  yf  Corn- 
miff?  ’tho  I have  not  had  yf  fallery  belonging  to  it,  which  will 
be  a comfortable  fubfiflence,  and  enable  me  yf  better  to  dif- 
charge  yf  duty  of  your  Lordfps  Comiffary  in  all  thefe  Ameri- 
can Governm?  which  I will  always  endeavour  to  do  with 
all  yf  faithfullnefs  imaginable. 

I have  here  fent  your  Lordfps  yf  minutes  of  her  Majeflies 
Council  for  yf  Jerfeys. 

Virgf  06lob^  y?  15?  1703. 

Right  Hon^!* 

YoT  Lordfps  mod:  obed‘  humble  fervant 

Rob7  Quary 

I humbly  requed:  y^  your  Lordf’ps  wdll  pleafe  to  order  me 
a fupply  of  Paper  Pens  Ink  wax  &f  I am  often  diflrest  for 
want  of  them  in  thefe  parts. 


Relating 
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Relating  to  Randolph’s  death. 

Board  of  Trade Journal.^  Vol.  16.  p.  237.  20  0<5lober,  1703. 

A Letter  from  Ml  Sanfom  of  the  I4^^  inflan t,  in  anfvver  to 
Virginia.  what  writ  to  him  the  12'!'  with  the  Extracts  of 

^ennsylva 

Col.  Nicholfons  Lre  relating  to  M*"  Randolph’s 
Quary.  Death  and  Colonel  Quarys  fucceding  him  in  the 

Place  of  Surveyor  General  of  Her  Majefty’s  Cuflomes  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  was  read : Whereupon  Ordered 
that  Copies  of  both  the  faid  Lre  & Anfwer  be  fent  to  Col. 
Nicholfon  and  to  Colonel  Quary  vpon  the  firfl  occafion  of 
writing  to  them. 


VOL.  V. — 38 


ERRATA. 

Vol.  I.  p.  45,  note  iii.  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Proceedings^ 
Fourth  Series^  should  read  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  ColledlionSf  Fourth 
Series. 

Vol.  II.  p.  97,  note  220,  1.  17.  I believed  the  claufe  in  his  [Andros’s] 
commiffion  referring  to  patenting  of  lands  did  intend  and  concerne  the  great 
wafte  of  undifpofed  lands  and  not  the  patenting  of  ancient  poffeffions.  I 
have  openly  spoken  againfl  the  grant  of  Lynn  and  Cambridge  Common 
and  particularly  the  grant  of  Charleftown  Common.  Concerning  the  war 
at  the  eaftward  I did  reprefent  my  opinion  to  bee  that  wee  were  not  able 
to  fupport  a great  force,  that  it  were  better  to  put  the  rebells  heads  at  a 
good  value  and  to  imploy  the  Maquas  [Mohaws]  and  Englifh  volunteers  to 
hunt  for  them  at  fuch  a price.”  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Colledlions^ 
Eighth  Series,  Vol.  III.  p.  501,  fhould  read  “I  . . . believed  the  clause  in 
his  [Andros’s]  Commiffion  referring  to  patenting  of  lands  did  intend  and 
concerne  the  great  wafte  of  undifpofed  lands  . . . not  . . . the  patenting 
of  antient  poffeffions  ...  I have  openly  fpoken  againft  the  graunt  of  Lynn 
and  Cambridge  Common  . . . and  did  certainly  prevent  thofe  graunts  and 
particularly  the  graunt  of  Charleftown  Common  . . . [concerning  the  W'ar 
at  the  Eaftward]  I did  reprefent  my  opinion  to  bee  that  wee  were  not  able 
to  fupport  a great  force  ; that  it  were  better  to  putt  the  rebells  heads  at  a 
good  value  and  to  imploy  the  Maquaes  [Mohaws]  and  Englifh  voluntiers 
to  hunt  for  them  at  fuch  a price  . . .”  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Colledlions,  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  III.  pp.  505,  506. 
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1899. 


CommontoeaWj  of  Jlaggarijusetts. 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND 

SEVENTY-FOUR. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  PRINCE  SOCIETY. 


Be  it  eftaHed  by  the  Se7iate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  ht  Getteral  Court 
ajfembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fa7ne,  as  follows : 

Section  i.  John  Ward  Dean,  J.  Wingate  Thornton,  Edmund  F.  Slafter, 
and  Charles  W.  Tuttle,  their  affociates  and  fucceiTors,  are  made  a corporation 
by  the  name  of  the  Prince  Society,  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  and  extending 
the  knowledge  of  American  Hiftory,  by  editing  and  printing  fuch  manufcripts, 
rare  tracts,  and  volumes  as  are  mottly  confined  in  their  ufe  to  hiflorical  fludents 
and  public  libraries. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  perfonal  eftate  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  thirty  thoufand  dollars. 

Section  3.  This  a6l  fhall  take  effefl  upon  its  pafiage. 

Approved  March  18,  1874. 


Note.  — The  Prince  Society  was  organized  on  the  25th  of  May,  1858. 
What  was  undertaken  as  an  experiment  has  proved  fuccefsful.  This  Act  of 
Incorporation  has  been  obtained  to  enable  the  Society  better  to  fulfil  its 
obje6l,  in  its  expanding  growth. 


THE  PRINCE  SOCIETY. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Article  I.  — This  Society  fhall  be  called  The  Prince  Society; 
and  it  fhall  have  for  its  object  the  publication  of  rare  works,  in 
print  or  manufcript,  relating  to  America. 

Article  II.  — The  officers  of  the  Society  fhall  be  a Prefident, 
four  Vice-Prefidents,  a Correfponding  Secretary,  a Recording 
Secretary,  and  a Treafurer  ; who  together  fliall  form  the  Council 
of  the  Society. 

Article  III.  — Members  maybe  added  to  the  Society  on  the 
recommendation  of  any  member  and  a confirmatory  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  Council. 

Libraries  and  other  Inflitutions  may  hold  memberfhip,  and  be 
reprefented  by  an  authorized  agent. 

All  members  fhall  be  entitled  to  and  fhall  accept  the  volumes 
printed  by  the  Society,  as  they  are  iffued  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
prices  fixed  by  the  Council ; and  memberfhip  fhall  be  forfeited  by 
a refufal  or  negledl  fo  to  accept  the  faid  volumes. 

Any  perfon  may  terminate  his  memberfhip  by  refignation  ad- 
dreffed  in  writing  to  the  Prefident  ; provided,  however,  that  he  fhall 
have  previoufly  paid  for  all  volumes  iffued  by  the  Society  after  the 
date  of  his  eledlion  as  a member. 

Article  IV. — The  management  of  the  Society’s  affairs  fhall 
be  vefted  in  the  Council,  which  fhall  keep  a faithful  record  of  its 
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proceedings,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Society  annually,  at  its 
General  Meeting  in  May. 

Article  V.  — On  the  anniverfary  of  the  birth  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Prince,  namely,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  in  every 
year  (but  if  this  day  fhall  fall  on  Sunday  or  a legal  holiday,  on 
the  following  day),  a General  Meeting  fhall  be  held  at  Bofton,  in 
Maffachufetts,  for  the  purpofe  of  eledling  officers,  hearing  the 
report  of  the  Council,  auditing  the  Treafurer’s  account,  and  tranf- 
adling  other  bufinefs. 

Article  VI.  — The  officers  fhall  be  chofen  by  the  Society  an- 
nually, at  the  General  Meeting;  but  vacancies  occurring  between 
the  General  Meetings  may  be  filled  by  the  Council. 

Article  VII.  — By-Laws  for  the  more  particular  government  of 
the  Society  may  be  made  or  amended  at  any  General  Meeting. 

Article  VIII.  — Amendments  to  the  Conflitution  may  be  made 
at  the  General  Meeting  in  May,  by  a three-fourths  vote,  pro- 
vided that  a copy  of  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  every  member 
of  the  Society,  at  leaft  two  weeks  previous  to  the  time  of  voting 
thereon. 


COUNCIL. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  Society  fhall  be  adminiftered  on  the  mutual  principle, 
and  folely  in  the  intereft  of  American  hiftory. 

2.  A volume  fhall  be  iffued  as  often  as  practicable,  but  not  more 
frequently  than  once  a year. 

3.  An  editor  of  each  work  to  be  iffued  fhall  be  appointed,  who 
fhall  be  a member  of  the  Society,  whofe  duty  it  fhall  be  to  pre- 
pare, 
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pare,  arrange,  and  condu6l  the  fame  through  the  prefs  ; and,  as  he 
will  neceffarily  be  placed  under  obligations  to  fcholars  and  others 
for  affiftance,  and  particularly  for  the  loan  of  rare  books,  he  fhall 
be  entitled  to  receive  ten  copies,  to  enable  him  to  acknowledge  and 
return  any  courtefies  which  he  may  have  received. 

4.  All  editorial  work  and  official  fervice  fhall  be  performed 
gratuitoufly. 

5.  All  contra6ls  connedled  with  the  publication  of  any  work 
fhall  be  laid  before  the  Council  in  diftincl  fpecifications  in  writ- 
ing, and  be  adopted  by  a vote  of  the  Council,  and  entered  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpofe  ; and,  when  the  publication  of  a volume 
is  completed,  its  whole  expenfe  fhall  be  entered,  with  the  items 
of  its  cofl  in  full,  in  the  fame  book.  No  member  of  the  Council 
fhall  be  a contra6lor  for  doing  any  part  of  the  mechanical  work 
of  the  publications. 

6.  The  price  of  each  volume  fhall  be  a hundredth  part  of  the 
coft  of  the  edition,  or  as  near  to  that  as  conveniently  may  be  ; and 
there  fhall  be  no  other  affeffments  levied  upon  the  members  of 
the  Society. 

7.  A fum,  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollars,  may  be  fet  apart 
by  the  Council  from  the  net  receipts  for  publications,  as  a working 
capital  ; and  when  the  faid  net  receipts  fhall  exceed  that  fum,  the 
excefs  fhall  be  divided,  from  time  to  time,  among  the  members  of 
the  Society,  by  remitting  either  a part  or  the  whole  coft  of  a 
volume,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

8.  All  moneys  belonging  to  the  Society  fhall  be  depofited  in  the 
New  England  Truft  Company  in  Bofton,  unlefs  fome  other  banking 
inflitution  fhall  be  defignated  by  a vote  of  the  Council  ; and  faid 
moneys  fhall  be  entered  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  fubjedl  to  the 
order  of  the  Treafurer. 

9.  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prefident  to  call  the  Council  to- 
gether, whenever  it  may  be  neceffary  for  the  tranfadtion  of  bufinefs, 
and  to  prefide  at  its  meetings. 

10. 
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10.  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Prefidents  to  authorize  all 
bills  before  their  payment,  to  make  an  inventory  of  the  property 
of  the  Society  during  the  month  preceding  the  annual  meeting 
and  to  report  the  fame  to  the  Council,  and  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Treafurer. 

11.  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Correfponding  Secretary  to  iffue 
all  general  notices  to  the  members,  and  to  conduct  the  general 
correfpondence  of  the  Society. 

12.  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  keep  a 
complete  record  of  the  proceedings  both  of  the  Society  and  of 
the  Council,  in  a book  provided  for  that  purpofe. 

13.  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treafurer  to  forward  to  the 
members  bills  for  the  volumes,  as  they  are  iffued  ; to  fuperintend 
the  fending  of  the  books  ; to  pay  all  bills  authorized  and  indorfed 
by  at  leaft  two  Vice-Prefidents  of  the  Society  ; and  to  keep  an 
accurate  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  difburfed. 

14.  No  books  fhall  be  forwarded  by  the  Treafurer  to  any  mem- 
ber until  the  amount  of  the  price  fixed  for  the  fame  fhall  have 
been  received  ; and  any  member  negle6ling  to  forward  the  faid 
amount  for  one  month  after  his  notification,  fhall  forfeit  his 
memberfhip. 


OFFICERS 

OF 

THE  PRINCE  SOCIETY 

FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


Prefidents. 


^'Samuel  Gardner  Drake,  A.M.,  Bofton 1858  to  1870. 

John  Ward  Dean,  A.M.,  Bofton  .........  1870  to  1880. 


The  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slafter,  D.D.,  Bolloii 1880. 


Vice-  Prefi  den  ts. 

^Thomas  Waterman,  BoEon 1858  to  1866. 

^Frederic  Kidder,  Bofton 1858  to  1863. 

^Jeremiah  Colburn,  A.M.,  Bofton 1858  to  1863. 

John  Ward  Dean,  A.M.,  Bofton 1863  to  1870. 

*John  Wingate  Thornton,  A.M.,  Bofton 1863  to  1878. 

The  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slafter,  D.D.,  Bofton 1866  to  1880. 

William  Blake  Trask,  A.M.,  Dorchefter 1870. 

^Charles  Henry  Bell,  LL.D.,  Exeter,  N.  H 1874  to  1893. 

John  Marshall  Brown,  A.M.,  Portland,  Me 1878  to  1885. 

John  Ward  Dean,  A.M.,  Bofton 1880. 

James  Phinney  Baxter,  A.M.,  Portland,  Me 1885  to  1894. 

The  Rev.  Edward  G.  Porter,  A.M.,  Dorchefter  ....  1894. 

David  Greene  Haskins,  Jr.,  A.M.,  Cambridge  ....  1895. 
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3o6  Officers  of  ihe  Society. 

CorreJpondijig  Secretaries. 

John  Ward  Dean,  A.M.,  Bofton 1858  to  1863. 

William  Henry  Whitmore,  A.M.,  Bofton 1863  to  1872. 

*The  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell,  LL.D.,  Exeter,  N.  II.  . . . 1872  to  1874. 

^Charles  Wesley  Tuttle,  Ph.  D.,  Bofton 1874  1881. 

*The  Rev.  Henry  Wilder  Foote,  A.M.,  Bofton  ....  1882  to  1889. 

Robert  Noxon  Toppan,  A.M.,  Cambridge 1890. 

Recording  Secretaries. 

William  Henry  Whitmore,  A.M.,  Bofton 1858  to  1863. 

William  Sumner  Appleton,  A.M.,  Bofton 1863  to  1865. 

The  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slafter,  D.D.,  Bofton 1865  to  1866. 

William  S.  Appleton,  A.M.,  Bofton 1866  to  1870. 

William  Theophilus  Rogers  Marvin,  A M.,  Bofton  . . 1870  to  1873. 

William  H.  Whitmore,  A.M.,  Bofton 1873  to  1875 

David  Greene  Haskins,  Jr.,  A.M.,  Cambridge 1875  to  1895. 

The  Rev.  Henry  F.  Jenks,  A.M.,  Canton,  Mafs 1895. 

Treafurers. 

*JoHN  Wells  Parker,  Roxbury 1858  to  1863. 

^Jeremiah  Colburn,  A.M.,  Bofton 1863  to  1873. 

^Charles  Wesley  Tuttle,  Ph.D.,  Bofton 1873  to  1874. 

Elbridge  Henry  Goss,  Melrofe 1874  to  189S. 

Henry  W.  Cunningham,  A.B.,  Manchefter,  Mafs 1898. 
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ceiving the  people,  29 ; fpeaks  of 
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Maflachufetts,  32  ; aflerts  that  he 
did  not  join  with  Sir  Edmund  Andros 


in  making  arbitrary  laws,  33  ; pe- 
titions William  III.  to  reftore  him  to 
the  Colledtorfhip,  34;  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  irregular  trade  in  New 
England  fmce  the  Revolution,  35 ; 
fpeaks  of  his  imprifonment,  38 ; his 
account  of  the  irregular  trade  an- 
fwered  by  the  agents  of  Maflachu- 
fetts in  England,  44 ; accufed  of 
bribery,  46;  petitions  about  trees 
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William  Clark  deputy-colledlor  at 
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Philadelphia  againfl;  the  Brigantine 
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to  be  arrefted  in  Philadelphia,  114; 
propofes  a method  to  prevent  illegal 
trading  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennfylvania,  117;  propofes  a plan 
to  prevent  delay  in  loading  tobacco, 
124 ; fends  in  a memorial  about 
trade,  129;  gives  a lift  of  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  Plantations,  132;  pro- 
pofes meafures  to  execute  more  fully 
the  A(ft  for  preventing  frauds  in  the 
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land, and  Pennfylvania  and  cleared 
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boundaries  between  the  Englifh  and 
French  poffeffions  be  ftridlly  defined, 
183  ; writes  about  illegal  traders 
and  pirates  in  Rhode  Ifland,  185  ; 
in  Bofton,  188;  in  New  York,  189; 
writes  that  all  the  governors  favor 
illegal  trade,  190  ; ftates  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey 
will  not  accept  Mr.  Baffe  as  their 
Governor,  192;  in  South  Carolina, 
193;  defcribes  the  ftate  of  South 
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Spaniards,  194;  fear  of  the  French, 
196;  the  difcovery  of  the  Miffiffippi 
River  fuggefted,  196;  propofes  that 
pitch  and  tar  for  the  navy  be  bought 
in  South  Carolina,  198;  alks  for  a 
veffel  to  tranfport  him  from  one  plan- 
tation to  another,  200 ; hears  that 
there  are  mines  of  value  in  the  South, 
202 ; afks  permiffion  to  make  his 
winter  refidence  in  Carolina,  203; 
afks  for  a fmall  veffel  to  carry  him 
from  one  colony  to  another,  204; 
afks  that  his  fervices  and  fufferings 
fhould  be  duly  confidered,  205  ; ac- 
count of  his  imprifonment  in  Ber- 
muda, 207  ; narrative  of  his  furvey, 
210;  propofes  a plan  to  prevent  lofs 
in  the  revenue  from  tobacco,  230  ; 
other  propofals  in  regard  to  trade, 
239 ; gives  names  of  Governors  who 
have  broken  the  Adts  of  Trade,  242  ; 
gives  an  account  of  veffels  forfeited 
244 ; fpeaks  of  the  ill  condition  of 
the  Colonies,  246  ; prefents  a paper 
fliewing  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
illegal  trade,  257  ; propofes  a remedy, 
258  ; suggefts  that  no  Governor 
fhould  be  a trader,  260  ; suggefts 
that  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t  fhould 
be  extended  to  the  Colonies,  263  ; 
charges  that  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors  have  been  committed  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Proprietary  gov- 
ernments, 263 ; propofes  that  the 
government  of  all  the  Proprietary 
Colonies  fhould  be  vefted  in  the 
Crown,  272  ; ordered  to  affift  in 
paffing  the  bill  for  reuniting  the 
Colonies  to  the  Crown,  273  ; to  take 
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fufferings,  276 ; propofes  diredtions 
to  be  given  to  him,  277  ; fends  in  a 
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